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THE 


RASRH ResoLve; 
' OR, THE 


| Untimely Diſcovery. 
| A Nover, {Two Parts. 


1 By Mes. ELI z A Haywoon. 


Woman is ſoft, and of s tender Heart, 

Apt to receive, and to retain Love's Dart: 

Man has a Breaſt robuſt, and more ſecure ; 

It wounds him not ſo acep, nor hits ſo ſure. 
ConGREVE. 
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H O' nothing is more laudable 
than a Firmneſs of Reſoluti- 
on; yet there is no one thing 
more apt to bring us into Miſ- 
fortunes, than th inconſide- 
rately to form them : Who- 
ever fixes a Determination to 
do, or leave undone any Acti- 
on of Importance, ought to 
adviſe with Time, and deliberately weigh not on) 
all apparent Obſtacles, but alſo all that ma poll 
bly ariſe either to thwart the preſent Intention, or 
obligate Repentance, if compleated. If the moſt; - 
lively and penetrating Wit that ever was known, 
a Wiſdom wonderful in Youth, a Depth of Learn- 
ing, which ſcarce any of the Fair Sex could boaſt, 
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2 TheRasn RESOL VE: Or, 
an elevated Genius, and Sublimity of Thought, a 

Soul. compoſed of Honour, Courage, Gratitude, 
Generolity, Fortitude, and all thoſe Virtues which 
wear the Name of Manly, joined with Tender- 


neſs, Sweetneſs of ' Diſpoſition, and every Grace 


with which the ſofter Specie attrafts and charms, 
could render the Perſon poſſeſs'd of them happy, 
the lovely Subject of the following: Sheets had been 
as remarkable for her good Fortune, as the ill 
Influence of her Stars have made her for the 
contrary. 5 

EMANUELLA, ſo ſhe was call'd, was born in 
Porto- Nico, one of thoſe Iſlands ef to 11 
Spaniſh Weſt. Indies, the Government of which ha 


been given to her Father, Don AL vAREZ, by his 


moſt Catholick Majeſty. She had the misfortune 
to loſe her Mother very young; but notwithſtand- 
ing that, and the Diſadvantage of being educated 
in a Place which could boaſt of but little Polite- 
neſs, the Care and Tenderneſs of ALvarEz, 
whoſe only Child ſhe was, ſufficiently compenſa- 
ted for all other Wants: Perceiving her of an un- 
common  Apritude for Learning, he ſent for the 
beſt Maſters to inſtruct her in the Latin, French, 
and Italian Tongues, in which ſhe became ſo per- 
fect in a little time, as alſo in Muſick, Danci 
Singing and Painting, that it was hard to ſay an 
which ſhe moſt excell'd: All the Muſes! all the 
Virtues ! all the Graces! ſeem'd aſſembled in hey 
Soul, and inſpir'd her Converſation with ſuch dif 
ferent ways of charming, that what kind ſoever 
the Heart was moſt affected with, one might be 
ſure to find it there: As to the Beauties of her Per- 
- ſon, tho' few of the moſt celebrated ones could 
boaſt of more, yet they were ſo far exceeded by 
thoſe of the interior Part, that I ſhall only ſay, the 
Brightneſs of her Mind ſhone in her Eyes, enliven'd 
al her Air, and whether ſhe ſpoke, or look'd, or 
moy'd, an awe-mix'd Sweetneſs ſpread it ſelf a- 
* 55 e 
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; The Untimely DIs co VERY. 3 
round her, at once ſurprizing, pleaſing and com- 
manding. | es | 
- ADoRN'D with all theſe ſhining Qualificati- 
ons, 'tis eaſy to believe how dear ſhe was to her 
Father; but alas! it was not many years after ſhe 
was capable of knowing how happy ſhe was, be- 
fore ſhe loſt it, the good AL var ez died when ſhe 
was about Fifteen, and it was from that fatal Mo- 
ment ſhe might date the beginning of that Series 
of continued Woe, which to the end of her Life 
attended her; not but ſhe was left in a Circum- 
ſtance, which, if Wealth could bribe ill Fate, was 
ſufficient to ſhie!d her from all the Vexations of 


' 
* 


Life; but where a Perſon is deſtin'd to Misfortunes, 
that which to others would prove a Bleſſing, is to 


them a Curſe; the Riches ſhe was poſleſs'd of, 
ſery'd but to attract a Number of pretended Friends, 
but in reality only ſo to rhemſelves ; and the open, 
noble Frankneſs of her Diſpoſition,to lay her liable 
to their Inſinuations. She was ſo entirely free 
from all Deceit and Artifice herſelf, that till a too 


dear Experience convinced her, it was very difficult | 


for her to entertain a Belief there was uch Baſe- 


neſs in the World. | 


Bor to go on gradually with the little Hiſtory 


I am about to make : The time of Mourning for 
ALVAREZ was no ſooner expired, than ſhe began 
to have a paſſionate Deſire to leave the Place ſhe 


was in; the Delicacy of her Taſte, joined to the 


Improvements of her Education, made her uneaſy 
to continue where ſhe could find nothing like her- 
ſelf to conyerſe with : beſides, ſhe had many Re- 
lations at Madrid, and did not doubt but in ſo po- 
3 a City, ſhe ſhould meet with Entertainments 
uitable to her Genius. But how great was her 
Vexation, when having prepared every thing for 
her Departure, ſhe met with an Obſtacle entirely 
unforeſeen? Don PEDRo, who by her Father's 
Will, and her own Conſent was made her Guar- 
tt VOI. IV. . B 2 b dian, 


. 9 
* 
1 
» 
* 


De Ras n RESOLVYE: Or, 


- dian, having the vaſt Fortune lefi her in his Poſ- 

ſeſſion, could not think of e Nan it ſo eaſily ; 
he had a Son, whom ever ſince the Death of Ar- 
VAREZ, he had been caſting aboug how to ingra- 
tiate to the Affections of this young Heireſs : He 
had indeed never hinted any ſuch matter to her as 
yet; nor had the intended Lover made the leaſt 
| Declaration of a Paſſion, but it was only becauſe 

the one thought it early enough, and that there be- 
ing none of a ſuperior Fortune in the Place, there 
was little danger of the Offer being refuſed when- 
ever it ſhould be made; and the Silence of the o- 
ther proceeded from a juſt Senſibility of his own 
Demerits, and à true Reſpect for the engagin 
EMANUELL A: for he had ſo little to aan. — 
him in his Perſon, that had his Soul been poſleſs'd 
of no greater Beauties, he would have been but 
little regarded by all that knew him. His Stature 
was very diminutive, his Limbs unhappily fram'd, 
his Face caſt in a Mould ſo rough, whoever look'd 
on it, would have believed that Nature was abſent 
at' his Formation, and left the, Work to Chance; 
his very Voice was diſagreeable, and his heſitating 
Accents diſgrac'd the Meaning he endeayour'd to 
expreſs, But in this unlovely Out- ſide, there was 
a Jewel lock'd, whoſe Worth made full amends 
for all his other Wants : He had excellent Senſe, 
Honour, Good-Nature, Generoſity, and a- thou- 
land other Virtues; better deſcribed by bis; own 
Actions, than by the Pen of any Writer; but had 
he been poſſeſs d of more good Qualities than ever 
Man pretended to, it could not be expected, that 

with theſe interior Charms alone, a Lady ſo young 
and beautiful, as EMANUELL a, could be influ- 
enced. Sbe was indeed too good a judge of Wit 
herſelf, not to admire it in another; ſhe,acknow- 
ledged Don Max cos, (tor that was his Name) 
ond would often, notwithſtanding the Misfortune 
of his ill manner of Delivery, take Pleaſure in 
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The Untimely.D1$covery. 5 
hearing his Notions of things. She approy'd oFhis 
Converſation, and had a very great Friendſhip for 
him, till the Knowledge of his, or rather his Fa- 
ther's Deſigns, reverſed thoſe fayourable Thoughts, 
and turn'd her all into Diſdain. 18 
BEING reſolv'd to leave the Iſland with the 
firſt Ship, ſhe ſent for Don Pzp ro, to adviſe 
with him on the ordering her Affairs; ſhe could 
not think it ſafe or practicable to take her whole 
Effects with her, and theretore thought it to * 
to ſettle a Correſpondence how they might be ſent 
after her, and in what hands truſted. Don PE DR O, 
who before had heard of her Deſign, thought it 
now high time to diſcover the Secret he ſo long 
had kept; and making her a low Bow: It is eaſy, 
Madam, //a:d he, for us to contrive means to ſend 
your Fortune either to Madrid, or any other Place 
you ſhall command: but it will not be ſo eaſy to 
ring us to conſent to the parting with your felt. . 
You here receiv'd your Being; — here your Educa- 
tion;—are a Native - a Property of this Place; and 
when you attempt to deprive us of that Right we 
claim of your Prejence, the whole Iſland would riſe 
in Arms; nor ought you to wonder if in ſo juſt a 
Cauſe 1 ſhould appear their Head, and force your 
Stay, if ſoft Periuaſion fails. The old Gentleman 
was fo little accuſtomed to Gallantry, that EM 
NUELL A could not help laughing at theſe Words, 
which ſhe had not the leaſt Thought were ſpoke 
with any other Deſign; and perceiving he had done, 
Well well Don PERD ROI return d 2 1 do not 
doubt but in ſuch à Cauſe as this I ſhould be able 
to make my "party good againſt the Iſlanders, even 
tho? you ſhould _ their Head, as you threaten; 
but to ſhew you that I am not for War, if Peace 
may be maintain'd on honourable Terms, pra 
what have you to offer me here in lieu of tho. 
Advantages. I may expect elſewhere ? That (re- 
Þly'd the other haſtily) which if duly weigh'd, is of 
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more Eſtimation than the whole World beſide 5— 
a Love accompanied by Sincerity, Confſtancy, and 
Truth. a Paſſion pure as the Zeal which warms 
the Martyr's Breaſt, and everlaſting as his Reward, 
All this was ſo far from giving her any Notion of 
his Intention, that ſhe had no other Surprize than 
to find him in à Diſpoſition ſo different from his 
former Gravity; and believing he aſſum'd this Air 
of Raillery only to divert her, would not baulk 
his Good. Humour, but return'd an Anſwer ſuch as 
| ſhe thought ſuitable to the Occaſion : If you were 
in a Condition (ſaid ſhe merrily) I ſhould be half 
in hope it was of your Heart I had made ſo great 
a Conqueſt ; but as you are not yet, nor like to 
be a Widower, I muſt entreat you to inform me 
who it is has felt the Effects of a Power I never 
had any Reaſon to have an Opinion of till now, 
Alas! Madam, (reſumed the Don) it would ill be- 
come the Autumn of my Age to attempt to pleaſe 
the delightful Bloom of yours. No, no, I would 
not thus affront your Beauty. —— But I have a 
Son, whole Years will not diſgrace the Paſſion he 
profeſiles —— nor will his Suit, I hope, be un- 
worthy your Regard. Theſe Words were like a 
Clap of Thunder to EMANUELLA's Ears: the 
manner in which they were ſpoke,joined to a thou. 
ſand little Paſſages, which when they happened, 
were unheeded, but now all at once occurr'd to 
her Remembrance, made her indeed believe 
he meant what he ſaid: But not yet fully aſſured, 
And are you in earneſt? cry'd ſhe, (with a Voice 
Which teſtifſied both her Amazement and Indigna- 
tion,) But he, whoſe Pride would not permit him 
to be eaſily quell'd, was ſo far from excuſing the 
Preſumption of his Application, that he rather 
reſented the little Deference ſhe paid him. 1 know 


not, reſumed he, for what reaſon you ſhould make 
a doubt of it; there is not ſo great a Diſpari 
either in Birth or Fortune, to oblige you to _ 
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The Untimely DIS co VERN. 7 
fr ſtrange 1 ſhould offer at an Alliance. 
You will leave me to Judge of that (anſter u 
fhe, growing ſtill more diſturb u) but 1 deſire not a 
Repetition of Genealogies, or a Calculation how 
many Thouſands either of us are poſſeſs d of; tis 
ſufficient I am not per what is in your hands 
of mine, which 1 ſhall call for in, as ſoon as 1 
have conſider'd of a Perſon proper to be intruſted 
in ſuch an Affair. She _ no more at that 
time, but continued walking up and down the 
Room, by her outward Diſorders making viſible 
the inward Agitations of her Soul: Don PRDRo, who 
had as much Cunning as Pride, obſery'd every Moti- 
on, and believing he had gone too far, endeavour'd 
to mitigate the Boldneſs of his firſt Expreſſions, by 
pleading his Concern for the Welfare of an o 
Son, who could not live without her, Burt all he 
could fay to this e, was ineffetual to abate 
the Indignation he ad conceiv'd at ſo diſpropor- 
tionable a Propoſal, and the more he endeavour'd 
at it, the more ſhe grew incenſed; till at laſt weary 
of his Importunities, ſhe defir'd him to leave her 
Houſe, and to prepare to make up his Accom 
with her by the next day; ſtill aſſuring him 
was determined to take ſhipping by the firſt Op- 
portunity. The Chagreen this Accident gave her, 
was very great; ſhe was diſappointed in the Hops 
of maintaining a friendly Correſpondence with a 
Man who had the Power of being very ſerviceable 
to her in thoſe Affairs which ſhe was unexperienced 

in, and which her Soul, delighting in ſublimer 
Contemplations, was unwilling to be amus'd in. 
Young as ſhe' was, ſhe had a very good gueſs at * 
the Language of the Eyes, and eaſily found by 
his, that ſhe muſt expect no Obligations from him, 
unleſs ſhe could conſent to come into his Meaſures, 
than which nothing could be more averſe to her 


Tnclmations, and e to her Deſigns; for 
ition to reſolve on the one, 
B. 4 without 


ſhe was not of à Diſpo 
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without having firſt conſulted the other 2 But tho 
ſhe foreſaw many little Vexations would attend 
this Quarrel with her Gaardian, yet ſne was far 
from having any Suſpicion, he had Baſeneſs e- 
nough in his Nature to act in the manner he was 
already forming, and ſhe ſoon after experienc'd. 

: THis ſordid-temper'd Wretch always look'd 
on every thing as his own that once he had the 
Poſſeſſion of; and to think of parting with ſo 
much Money as the miſtaken good Opinion of 
ALVAREZ: had entruſted him with, was ſuch a 
Dagger to his Heart, that he had reſolv'd rather to 
have recourſe to any Meaſures, than to endure it: 
He therefore contrived a Scheme, which by the 
Vileneſs, as well as Cunning of it, one would 
think could only be ſuggeſted by the Devil him- 
ſelf ; he pretended that the late Governor, to main- 
tain himſelf in a Grandeur far beyond what either 
his Poſt or Paternal Eſtate would allow, had at 
| ſeveral times borrowed vaſt Sums of Money of 
him, ſome of which had been repaid, and for the 
Security of the remaining Part, had made over his 
Jewels, Plate, Houſhold. Goods, and all other 
Moveables to him, and ſent Officers to ſeize im- 
mediately on every thing. It was to no purpoſe 
that E MANUEL L A, ſurpriz'd as ſhe was, had Pre- 
ſence of Mind to argue on this ſcore more like a 
Perſon whom many Years experience had: made 
perfect in the Law, than a young Virgin, who 
till this Hour ne'er knew what 'twas to hear a 
Word which had the ſound of Buſineſs, — But in 
vain it was, that ſhe repreſented the Illegality of 
the Action, that ſhe might juſtly. ſue them for a 
Robbery, there being nothing really due to Don 
PEDRO, or if there had, he could not juſtify the 
ſeizing on her Goods without a long Proceſs, and 
a Warrant proper for that End, They told her their 
Buſineſs was not to examine into the Merits of the 
Cauſe, Don Pzpko muſt look to that; they had 
209. an 
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an Order for what they did, and if ſhe thought 
herſelf injur'd, ſhe muſt make Appeal elſewhere, 
Theſe ſort of Replies were all her fine Reaſoning 
could draw from them, and ſhe would not make 
uſe of Reproaches to them, who ſhe knew did but 
as their Function required, bur reſerv'd them all 
for the baſe PEB OURO. She ſeveral times ſent to 
his Houſe, and other Places in ſearch of him, bur 
he was no where to be found, and ſhe was obliged, 
without even the Satisfaction of Complaint, to ſee 
her rich Furniture torn down by the Hands of theſe 
robuſt Fellows, her Wardrobe ranſacked, her Cof- 
fers born away to the Houſe of PxDRo, while 
herſelf was left without ſo much as a Bed to lie on, 
or a ſecond Suit of Clothes to change, for thoſe 
ſhe had on. — She was not without Confideration 
by what means ſhe ſhould ſeek Redreſs for ſo in- 
human and unexampled a Wrong ; but alas! the 
artful Villain had watch'd his Opportunity, the Per- 
ſons appointed by her Father's Will Traſees, were 
neither of them at that time on the Ifland; and 
the new Governour, not being yet arrived, there 
was no body in whoſe power it was ro examine 
into this Affair; and againſt there was, he had 
provided, if the worſt ſhould happen, ſome to 
make Oath of Debts contracted by ALVARE z, 
and an Inventory of that Part of his perſonal E- 
ſtate which he had ſeiz'd (and miylireafily do, ha- 
ving them in his Puſſeſhon) to prove that they 
were alſo aſſigned to him: Nor was this the Ex- 
tent of his monſtrous Stratagem, as ſhe was left 
in a deſolate and naked Houſe, with only three or 
four of her weeping Servants, not yet determined 
where or to whom ſhe ſhould fly for Shelter, the 
ſame Othcers again broke in, and ſeiz'd her Per- 
ſon, by the ſame Orders as they had done her Ef- 
fefts : This laſt Stroke was infinitely more ſevere 
to her, than all the reſt' hadibeen ;/ t Liberty, ſne 
was not without hope of {ome Redteſs; but to be 
122 Bag: - 4 COR. 
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confin'd, and in the power of ſo inhuman a 


Villain, gave her Apprehenſions, which not all her 


ſtock of Courage could enable her to ſuſtain: She 
fainted ſeveral times before they carried her away ; 
the Fellows who at this Sight, hardened as they 
were, began to feel Compaſſion, endeavour'd to 
ive her ſome Conſolation, by * her their 
Orders were not to carry her to Priſon, but to 
the Houſe of Don PE DRo, who 'twas poſſible 
would come to Terms of Accommodation with 
her; but this was ſo far from working the Effect 
they aim'd at, that it gave an Addition to her Per- 
plexities. Oh! {/aid ſhe) bear me to Priſon, to Death, 
to any thing, rather than place me under the 
Roof of that conſummate Villain! that Fiend more 
black than Hell it ſelf can furniſh! He has no 
Offers to make me, but ſuch as, wretched as I am, 
I'd ſooner die than accept. — She vented her Paſ- 
ſion in many ſuch like Expreſſions, but neither the 
ſteddy Calmneſs which had appeared in her Coun- 
renance, during the whole time of their remoy 

her Goods, nor the Agonies this laſt Surprize h 
thrown her in, were of any Force to give a Turn 
to her Condition ; ſhe was in the hands of Perſons 
who are not much accuſtomed to Remorſe, or if 
by Chance ſometimes a little touch'd with it, know 
how to give a check to Sentiments ſo contrary to 
their Profeſſion ;/ ſhe was obliged to go with them 
to the Houſe of Don PE Dro, where their Com- 
miſſion being ended, ſhe was left in the Care of 
ſome of his Servants ; for neither he, nor his Son, 
were in the way, or at leaſt would not appear till 
the firſt Emotions of her Paſſion were à little aba- 
ted. But there is a vaſt difference between thoſe 
People who are incens'd at every little Accident 
that happens to thwart their Inclinations, and thoſe 
whoſe Paſhons are not to be raiſed but on ſome. 
extraordinary Occaſion ; — the firſt as they are im- 
mediately angry, ſo they are immediately 2 
ciled g 
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ciled ; but the others, when once provok d, are for 
a long time, if ever they are prevail'd on, in the 
ſame Humour. Of this. laſt Sort was E MAN U- 
ELL A; there was ſcarce a Probability, that had 
Don PEDRO recanted, and preſently reſtored her 
to her Liberty with the Treaſures he had ſo un- 
juſtly ſeiz'd, that ſhe would ever haye been brought 
to forgive the Affront he had put upon her: Nor 
indeed, can I fee why ſhe mould; for tho" the 


World is apt to give to ſuch a Diſpoſition the Epi- 


thets of Malicious and Revengeful, yet as there is: 
certainly a Juſtice due to our ſelves as well as to 
others, in my Opinion to renew a Friendſhip with 

a Perſon whoſe Unworthineſs or Baſeneſs has once: 
forfeited it, is to put it in his power a ſecond time- 
to deceiye us, and no other than joining in our- 


own Deſtruction. Don PxDRo, however, did 


not make the tryal, but perſiſting in the Outrage 
he had begun, prepared a Room for her, little 


different from thoſe in a common Goal; the 


Windows of it were grated, and the Door always 
kept cloſe lock'd, except when any Perſon came 
in to bring her Meats nor was her Attendance- 
more reſpectful, he denied her to be waited on 
by one of her own Sex; fearing, as ſhe was af-- 
terwards inform'd, her Tears bas, eloquent Man- 
ner of expreſſing her Misfortunes might inffuence 
them to pity. her Condition, ſo far as to attempt 
her Relief. — She had the Priviledge of indulging 
her Melancholy undiſturbed for two Days, at the- 
end of which Don PEtDro, imagining the Vio- 


lence of her Fury pretty well exhauſted, went to · 


make her a Viſit, But to what a height does the- 
Sight of the Offender tranſport the huſh'd Diſor- 


ders? EMANUELL A, . whoſe Philoſophy had ena- 


bled her to bear the Treatment ſhe had met with 
much more Moderation than the generality of the 
World could have done, and depended entirely on 


Heaven for the Redreſs of her Injuries, now loſt 


T 
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all Patience; ſhe upbraided him in Terms, which 


if not ſevere enough for the Baſeneſs he had been 


"guilty of, yet in ſuch bitter ones, that ſhe herſelf 


thought afterwards were unbecoming the Mildneſs 
of her Sex; and indeed, ſhe had ſo great an Aver- 


ſion for Railing, that ſhe has been often heard to 


ſay, no Uſage could excuſe it: — And 'tis certain, 
the Edge of her Invectives had been much leſs keen, 
if Don PEDR o, to his other Crime, had not in 
this Viſit offer'd an additional Indignity, which to 
the Delicacy of her Soul was leſs pardonable than 
his former ones. His earthy and groveling Diſpo- 
ſition, rendering him incapable of judging of the 
Elegance of her's, made him affront her when he 
meant quite otherwiſe: Among ſome other faint 
Excuſes for what he had done, he told her, that he 
had no other way to force her to marry his Son, — 
but as ſoon as ever ſhe conſented to that, ſhe 
ſhould not only be put in Poſſeſſion of all, the Care 
of ALYAREZ had heaped up for her, but alſo of 
"Treaſures, which in no other Match ſhe could expect. 
Not the poor Cottage Maid, who on the Mountain 
Tops, expoſed to Winter's Colds, and Summer's 
Heats, watches her little Flock, nor knows what 
Grandeur means, had leſs of Pride than EM AN u- 
ELLA; bo here, the new, and ne'er till now ex- 
. 133 | Gueſt uſurp'd the whole Dominion o'er 
her Soul, and fir'd each Faculty with generous 
Scorn.— Wretch (cry'4 ſhe) who ignorant of Merit, 
and far incapable. of judgin by what the-Noble 
Mind is ſway'd, thou thin ell all Diſpoſitions like 
thy own, and conſcious of thy own Depravity of 
Nature, haſt dar'd to hope thou haſt the means to 
force, or bribe me to thy Purpoſe ; — but know, 
preſuming Fool, I view thy executed Spite, and 
1 Love with equal Eyes, and think them 


oth below my Anger, and fit Subjects only for 


Diſdain. She ſpoke much more to the ſame pur- 
poſe, bur Don PE Dr o knowing how entirely he 
5 | ; had 
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had her in his Power, was not at all mov'd at it, 
and doubted not but in a little time, when ſhe found 
there was no other Poſſibility of regaining her Li- 
berty, ſhe would recede from her pretent Haughti- 
neſs of Diſpoſition : He did not fail to let her 
know what his Thoughts were on this Occaſion, 
and expreſſed them in a Faſhion ſo inſulting, that 
it encreaſed her Rage; till finding all ſhe could ſay 
ineffeQual to bring him to any juſt Senſe of the 
Villany he was guilty, or to make him ſee how im- 

obable it was ſhe ſhould ever be brought to yield 
to what he deſired by ſuch Methods, ſhe at length 
deſiſted, and reſolved to ſpeak to him no more, 
'Tis probable the' old Don was a little nettled at 
her Behaviour, but he made no ſhew of it; and 
only telling her, if ſhe would not be perſuaded to 
become his Daughter, he ſhould take care to be ſo 
far a Father to 7 as to ſecure her Perſon and 
Fortune from being layiſh'd away on a worſe 
Choice, took his Leave. If a Condition ſuch as 
hers could admit of any Happineſs, it was at ſeei 
him depart — the Sight of him was jultly deteſtable 
to her, and the more ſo, becauſe being an utter 
Enemy to Paſlion, ſhe was almoſt as ready to con- 
demn herſelf for the Extravagancies it made her 
guilty of, as he who had occaſioned it: Nothing 
could be more exemplary than her manner of ſup- 

orting this Confinement, the Excellence of her 
rinciples made her think it a Crime to revile even 
her greateſtEremies,and the Greatneſs of her Spirit, 
from any mean Complainings of her ill Fortune: 
the Servant who was appointed to attend her, pro- 
teſted he never ſaw her weep, nor utter the leaſt 
irregular Word; not that ſhe was inſenſible of her 
Misfortunes; not the moſt repining Mortal, per- 
haps, ever ſelt any thing ſo nearly: being cut off, 
in all probability tor ever, from a | thePleaſures her 
Youth and Inclinations rendered her ſuſceptible 
of. To be ro-b'd of all thatGrandeur ſhe was bred 
ra 


nation 
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to. —to be denied the Converſation of her Friends, 


— ſhut up from all Society, — and in the Power 
of a Man, whoſe Actions teſtified him to be the 
reateſt of Villains, one who doubtleſs would never 
fer her appear in the World again, for fear of being 
call'd to an Account for what he had done; — one 
who, twas poſlible, if ſhe yielded not to his Pro- 
poſal, might, to ſecure her Fortune, at laſt con- 
trive her Death: — Theſe were terrible Reflections 
for ſo young a Creature, yet I queſtion, by the 
account 1 haye of her, if the moſt tenacious of our 
cher Thr Nw have bore them with that Reſig- 
e did. 
' ABovurT a Month was paſt in this Confinement, 
during which time ſhe had ſeen no human Face 
but the Servant, and Don PBDRO once; for 
neither his Wife, nor Don Max co ever had pre- 
ſumed to come into her Preſence, which tho' ſhe 
was very glad of, ſhe could not help wondering at, 
not, doubing at her firſt coming there but ſhe 
ſhould be ed perſecuted with the Declara- 
tions of him whom her ill Fortune had made her 


Lover: but ſhe gave her ſelf not much Trouble 


what ſhould be the meaning of it, amuſing her 
ſelf as well as ſhe could with Adventures ſhe had 
formerly read of; for her cruel Jaylor now denied 


ber the Satisfaction of Books, As ſhe was ſitting 


one Morning pretty early in her uſual Meditations, 
ſhe perceived a Paper lying cloſe to the Door ; ſhe 


- ſtarted up, and going to take it, perceived by part 


of it being ſtill under the Door, that it had been 
thruſt in by ſome Body after it was ſhut : It was 
impoſſible but the _ incurious in ſuch a Circum- 
ſtance would have been deſirous of ſeeing what it 


contained, and haſtily opening it, ſhe found it was 


directed to herſelf, and contained theſe Lines: 


To 


* 
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. 
mY 


To Donna EMANUELLA. 


Heartily lament the unjuſt Calamity you, ſuffer \ 
2 but Pity being a poor Conſolation, have forbore 
ta give you any Inſtance of it, till I had the 
power of teſtifying it by ſomething more than 
Words, — If yen have Courage enough to truſt your 
ſelf with a 1 not, you will find more 
Honour than in thoſe you have confided. — 1 have 
provided Means for your Eſcape, if you think fit to 
accept it; which let me know by a Line this {Night 
when all the Family are in Bed. — I know you are de- 
nied the uſe of Pen and In; but if yon can contrive 
to let a String down from your Window, I will be un- 
derneath and faſten one to it, which ſhall eaſily go in 
between the Grate, and by that means I may alſo re- 
ceive your Anſwer, which I will wait the writing 
Of. D that I have no other View in attempt- 
ing to ſerve you, than what is conſiſtent with the 
ſtricteſt Honour, whoſe Votary I profeſs my ſelf, and 
the injured EMANUELL A's | 


SG Os :T OFuWwx ous 


Unknown Servant, 


p. S. Three diſtin Whiſtles, about tuo Minutes 
each time, ſhall be the Signal for you to let down 
| the String. | | 


T H E Surprize EMAN UELL A wasin at reading 
this, cannot be well expreſs'd ; ſhe was ſenſible 
there were a great many in the Iſland, who would 
make this Offer, if by any means they could have 
known the Need ſhe had of their Service ; but 
then the Improbability there was that Don Pzp xk 0+ 


ſhould let the Truth of this Affair reach the Ear of 
any 


. | . | 
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any one, and much more that they ſhould have an 
Opportunity of coming into bis Houſe, and con- 
veying this Letter under the Door of her Chamber, 
quite ſtagger'd her Conjecture: ſhe could not 
help, however, believing that it was beſt. for her 
to accept it, ſince no Condition could be worſe 
than what ſhe was in at preſent ; and if the Perſon 
who pretended 'to ſo much Honour ſhould haye 
Principles neyer ſo different from it, ſhe thought it 
would be in her power to make a much better De- 
fence at Liberty, and in an open Street, than ihe 
could do in this Confinement, incaſe Don MAR co 
(which ſhe was in daily Apprehenſions of) ſhould | 
ever make any Attempts on her Honour, Reſoly'd 
therefore, to ſend an Anſwer of Conſent, ſhe felt 
a greater Impatience for the approach of Night 
than yet ſhe had ever known for any Event: At 
laſt it came, and between the Hours of Twelye and 
One ſhe heard the wiſh'd-for Signal: ſhe had tied 


her Girdle and Garters together to make a long 
String ready, which on the third Whiſtle ſne im- 


mediately let down, and with it drew up a little | 
| Standiſh with a Sheet of Paper roll'd up in it, ſo 
careful was the Perſon that no Material ſhould be 
wanting; ſhe did not delay the uſe it was convey'd 
for, but fill'd it in a moment with theſe Lines 
3 * ” 1 "3 


= 


To the generous Offerer of Life, Li- 


| 
. 1-4 berty, and Deliverance from 4 1 
thouſand Evils, „ 


f Will ot gin my ſelf leave 10 buſpift. you any ether 
I than you ſeem, leſt 1 ſhould by a need eſs Fear ren- 
der my ſelf incapall- of accepting what Y fo 
kindly offer, and fuſiiy merit what future Miſchiefs 
$4 ; may 
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ters of, 
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may befal me. I glndly embrace your Propoſition, 
and am ready. to do any thing to get free. wiſh 2 
you had acquainted me with what Methods I ſhould | 
tale, for I can ſcarce believe there is a Poſſibility for 
me to Eſcape: If there be, I beg the Knowledge may 
not be deferr d:. As you have been to0 722 to 


let me know what ;Reward you expect for ſo meritori- 


ous an Action; I will not pretend to offer any, ſince 


1 only in the power of Heaven to make a Reiributt- 


n ſuitable to ſuch exalted Virtue ; and as that, I am 
Illing ro hope, is your only Aim, ſo that it may be 
immediately beftow'd in all the choiceſt Bleſſings of 
that eternal Store-Houſe, ſhall be the inceſſant Pray- 
The (beyond Expreſſion) obliged. 


EMANUELLA, 


F. 8. The Moon ſhines to-night with an unuſual 


Splendor, I believe by her favourable Beams you will 
have Light enough to anſwer my Impatience with 
ſome lutle Hints by what, Means I am to be preſerved : 
If you can without Danger of being obſerved, I beg 
2 will favour me ſo far; and that you may doſo, I 
t down your Standiſh, and let the String continue, 
which I will not draw up till you give a Signal tha 
you have no further Occaſion for it. J 


No Whiſtle "being given, ſhe imagin'd he was 


about to do as ſhe deſir'd, and would very fain if 
poſſible have ſeen him, but the Grate was. too nar- 
row for her to put her Head through: In a very 


little time ſhe heard the Whiſtle, and pulſing up 


the Ribband, found there was a Letter 


'd to it, 
which contain'd theſe Lines: Ker 
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. | | | A | 
To Donna EMANUELLA. "| 


HE Place I am in not being ſo private as [ 
could wiſh, to. particularize the Account you de- 
fore, I entreat you will be ſatisfied with knowin 
there is a . Way found out to convey the Key of yo 
Priſon by the ſame Means you receive this ; hen 
it comes to your Hands, it will be alſo accompanied; 
with a little Ladder made of Silk Cords, and you have 
no more to do than to unlock your Door, and go into a 
Room adjoining to it, which you will find open, and 4 
Window that looks into a Field, whence you may. eaſily 
| deſcend, and at the battom find. him who will be ready 
3 to conduct you where you pleaſe, and always glad of 
\ an Opportunity to prove how very much he is 


Your moſt bumble Servant, 4 


P. 8. I believe you will have the Ladder and Key 
to-morrow Night,— therefore do not neglett to watch 
dhe Signal. 


IF EMANUVELLA Was before confounded in 
her Conjectures who it ſhould be that appeared ſo 
aſſiduous to deliver her, ſhe was now much more 
ſo, the Key of the Door affur'd her ir muſt be by 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome Perſon in the Houſe ſhe 
was to be befriended : but all the Gueſſes ſhe could 
make, ſeeming improbable, ſhe'contented her ſelf 
to wait the Cerginty and the Probability that the 
worſt part of her Misfortune, her Confinement, 
1 | was near an end, gaye her hopes that ſhe ſhould 
| alſo find Juſtice to remedy the others alſo, and 
me paſt the remainder of that Night and the enſu- 


| ung 


told her 
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ing Day in Contemplations much more tranquil 
than ſhe had known ſince ſhe had been in he 

Houfe. 1 | 

Tas next Night, much about the ſame Hour, 
or ſomething later, ſhe heard the Sound ſhe was 
not a little impatient for; and letting down 
the String, found it came up with a weight which 
Lakers ſhe ſaw it, what ſhe expected had 
not fail'd her: ſhe received both the Ladder and 
Key, to which was fix'd a little piece of Paper in 

which was writ theſe Words: _ 
This Moment is the Criſis of your Fata; be care- 
Ful not to loſe it — unlock your Door as ſoftly as you 
can, and gointo a Chamber on the left Hand, there 
is a Balcony to which you may fix your Ladder ; 
do not miſtake the Room, nor take any Light with 


you = there are Horſes to carry you where you (hall. 


I was not without ſome. little Apprehenſions 
this diſtreſſed Lady was about to put her. ſelf in 


the power of a Perſon unknown, at ſuch an Hour, 


and one who ſhe found had Gonvenieney to car- 
ry her where he pleaſed, tho' he made her the 
Compliment of leaving it to her own Choice z 
but the Exigence of her Affairs, the cruel Re- 
ſtraint ſhe was under, and the Probability of 


greater Evils, preſently baniſh'd them, and ſhe 
unlock'd the Door, and in every thing obeyed 


Directions. The Balcony was ſo low; that ſhe 
might almoſt have jumped from it to the Ground; 
but the Gentleman who had taken fo much pains 
to ſerve her, ordered every thing as commodious 
as poſſible, She found three Men on Horſeback, 


one of which alighting, lifted her up behind ano- 


ther, and as ſoon as he was remounted himſelf, 
deſired her to ſay where they ſhould conduct 
her, — The Terror ſhe had been in for fear of 
Diſcoyery while ſhe was in the Houſe, the A 
497 ; on 


8 * 
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fuſion to think ſhe was in the Hands of Stran- 
gers, and the Uncertainty” to which of her Ac- 
- _  "Quainhtance coming in that Hour, and Manner, 
and the reſt of her Hiſtory, would be the lealt 

liable to Cenſure, made her unable to reply; 
Which one of them perceiving, ſaid to the others, 
'T he Lady may by her late Diſorders be perhaps, 
At preſent, incapable of determining on any thing; 
tis therefore beſt to ride ſome diſtance. from hence, 
uo matter which way, to prevent Diſcovery, till 
the Power of Conſideration is a little return d to 
her. EMANUELLA, Willing to be farther from 
-Dow'PEtDRoO, aſſented, and they all went five or 
ix Miles without ſtopping or fpeaking to each 
other; a little Houſe in which there was a Light 
ſeem'd to invite them to bait at it, and it bein 
propoſed, ſhe having put her ſelf ſo far into their 
ower, thought it would diſcover a ridiculous Di- 
ſtruſt to ſcruple bearing them Company into it; 
and befide, ſhe hoped her Curioſity would be ſa- 
tisfied, by diſcovering to whom it was ſhe was in- 
_debred for her Delivery, for they were all muf⸗ 
fed in their Cloaks, that it was impoſſible for 
her to know whether ſhe had ever ſeen them be- k 
fore or not; ſhe had ask'd the Perſon ſhe rode 
behind, but he excuſed himſelf by telling her, 
that he but obey'd his Principal in what he had 
.done, and without his Leave could not diſcover 
any thing. This Secrecy a little alarm'd her, but ſhe 
was infinitely more ſo when being come into the 
Houſe, one of the Perſons who ſhe obſerv'd had 
never {poke one Word during the whole time of 
their little Journey, came into the Room, and 


=  - making a Sign to the others to withdraw, threw 
= off his Cloak, and diſcovered himſelf to be Don 
4 Maxco. Aſtoniſnment, and Rage, and Fear at 
1 once poſleſs'd her — ſhe could not imagine for 
5 » "what Reaſon he had acted in this manner, unleſs 
Z i Was contriy d ſo, chat in flying the Cruelty 2 
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the Father, ſhe ſhould run into! the "Danger of a 
more ſhocking Treatment trom the Son. But 
ſne had not time to utter any part of what ſne 
thought, before, falling on lis K nees, he accoſted 
her in this Manner: I ſee Madam, {aid he, with 
what Regret you find your felt under ſome Obli- 
gation to any of the Family of Don PEDRO; but 
to convince you that Nearneſs of Blood does not 
always occalion a” Contormity of Principles, be 

leaſed to accept of this little part of What has 
2 ſo unjuſtly taken from you, and believe that 
Maxco will never reſt till the whole is aga n at 
your diſpoſal. In ſpeak ing theſe Words he pre- 
ſented her with a little Amber Box, in which ſhe 
had been uſed to keep her Jewels; which open- 
ing, ſhe found it ſtill contain'd them, and alſo 
Bil to a great Value. Tis hard to lay whether 
ſhe was amazed, or pleaſed, at ſo unexpected a 

iece of Generoſity. The Eſteem ſhe formerly 

ad for him, which by the late Behaviour of his 
Father, in which ſhe imagined he bad an equal 
Share, had been converted into as great an Aver- 
ſion, now - return'd with added Vigour, and ſhe 


rejoiced as much to find ſhe had not been decei- 


ved in her firſt Sentiments of his Virtues, as in 
the Advantage ſhe receiv'd from them; ſhe ex- 
eſſed herſelt ſo obligingly on this Occaſion, that 
on MAR Co, who had the moſt ſincere and diſin- 
tereſted Affection for her that ever was, could not 
liſten to her without feeling a Rapture perhaps ſu- 
rior to that which ſome who call themſelves 
vers are capable of knowing, even in the Gras 
2 utmoſt 1 I tremble, Ma- 
am, ſai to ar before you, knowi 
ww that without 2 near Divine, the lis 
Service I have now been able to do you, join- 
ed with that of my whole future Lite, ib fat too 


mall to engage Forgivene(s tor the W 


have received from my Family ; 4nd ſhould nov 
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have preſumed to diſcover my ſelf, had not your 


— 


— 


uncertainty how to beſtow your ſelf in ſafety, 
obliged me to bring you to this Houſe. You 
then, anſue/ d ſhe, have been guilty of a 


great Injuſtice to your ſelf, and Unkindneſs to 


me; for to be obliged in ſo profuſe a manner, 
and be ignorant where to pay our Acknowledg- 
ments, is, to a grateful Soul, a Pain: — Beſides, 
I feel ſo great a Satisfaction in the Knowledge, 
that when I entertain'd a Friendſhip from Don 
Marco, I err'd not in my Choice, that I know 
not if 1 could eaſily have pardon'd the delaying of 
it. — Be aſſur d, I cannot reſent the Uſage 1 have 
met from Don Pz Dro with half that Warmth and 
Spirit, as I ſhall endeavour to repay my Obligati- 
ons to his Son; and that the Virtues of the latter 
have entirely diſarm'd me from taking that 
Revenge, which the Vices of the other would 
elſe have demanded. Oh! I know, reſumed Don 
Manx co, I know you are too heavenly good, to 
wiſh Revenge ; — but do not, I beſeech you, do not 
let the Memory of what I have done, nor the Be- 
lief how much more I would do, were it in my 
power, make you forget what is owing- to your 
ſelf. —— Uſe all proper means to oblige my cruel 
Father to reſtore to you what he has ſo unjuſtly 
taken from you; for much I fear he he will not 
be prevail'd upon by gentle means to deal with 
Honour by you. | ve $2180 
_ Tr1s ; (omg Conteſt laſted for ſome Time, 
nor would Don Max co give it over, till ſhe had 
promiſed to endeavour to do herſelf Juſtice ; for 
the Ataintment.of which, both thought it the moſt 


effectual Way for her to purſue her Intention of 


going 


to Madrid, not only becauſe if ſhe ache pol 


where ſhe was, Don PE DRo's Artifice might poſ- 
ſibly find her out, and contrive ſome Stratagem 
again to get her in his power, but alſo that the 
King was the only Perſon who had the — 
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redreſſing her Grievances. He would needs ac- 
company her thither, attended by the two Men 
whom he had brought to aſſiſt her in her Eſcape 3; 
but ſhe oppoſed it, telling him ſhe had already re- 
ceived too many Obligations to endure the Thought / 
of laying herſelf under more : However, — 
repreſenting the Dangers which of conſequence 
muſt attend a Perfon of her Sex in ſo long a 
Voyage alone, and alſo the Neceſlity there was 
for him to abſcond for ſome time from the Rage 
of Don PE Dk 0, who. 'twas probable would be 
raiſed to the higheſt Pitch, on the Diſcovery how 
his Deſigns had been circumvented. by the very 
Perſon for whoſe ſake they had been form'd; ſhe 
was at laſt perſuaded, it would not only be ex! 
treamly commodious for her, but alſo far from , 
inconvenient for him; and ſince his abſenting hims 
ſelf from. his Father was abſolutely — it 
was as well for him to take a Voyage to Madrid, 
as any other Place. This being concluded on, 

Don Max co advis'd their immediate Departure, 
judging. it not ſafe to remain on the Iſland: after 
Day-Break, if by any means they could leave it 
ſooner ; becauſe he knew that in the Morning the 
Fellow who had the Charge of the Key which he 

had ſtole, would diſcover the Theft, and E-man u- 

EL LA's Eſcape. One of the Men was therefore im- 
mediately diſpatch'd to the Sea: ſide, which they were 

not above three Miles diſtant. from, to ſee 10 there 

was a Ship ready to go off, and to agree for the 
Paſſage. By good Fortune there was one, Which 

on a more than ordinary Gratification, comply d 
with their deſire of hoiſting Sail as ſoon as the 0 
came on board. Twould be needleſs to ſay with 

how much Pleaſure EMANUELLL 4 heard this 

News; the ardent Deſire ſhe had to leave a place 

which had, ſo little in it agreeble to her Genius, 

f joined to the late ill Treatment ſne had met with, 
and the Apprehenſion of being ſubjected to 1 

f e 


CQO Y wo YTTIO9W—»WwwERATH ; owl AAS wp vv A WAH = © * 


= OO PR ⅛ wqUö ̃ ͤ—röU w "Wy TY, "I RY TP 


® > Uh 


24 TheRasnREesoLve: Or, 
ſame again, is ſufficient to make the Reader ſenſi- 
ble with what a Welcome ſhe receiv d the Certain- 
NINE. - 34 . m | | | l n 5 
AN Infinicy' of Contentment ſat ſmiling on her 
Countenance all the time of their Voyage; a fair 
Wind, kindly Gales, and an unruffled Sea, waſted 
her ſmoothly to her deſired Port. — No chilling 
Fears from within — No Omens from withour — 
No ſecret Warning from her Guardian Angel,gave 
a Check to the Satisfaction ſhe felt at landing on 
that fatal Shore where all her Peace of Mind was to 
„ be wreck'd! where Miſchiefs mult'p'ied, concealed 
' in Clouds — numberleſs, nameleſs Illis — attended 
her Approach,' Rv to burſt with all their boarded 
Venom on her Head. 4 : | 
"SHE went immediately to the Houſe of Don 
JABIN, a very near Relation; where having made 
herſelf known, and the Particulars of her late Ad- 
venture, ſhe was'receiv'd with the higheft Demon. 
ſtrations of Kindneſs —— 'Borh he and his Wife 
aſſured her they would introduce her to the King, 
who would doubtleſs do her Juſtice as to the Re- 
covery of that part of het Fortune which was ſtill 
in the poſſeſſion of Don PEDRO; and alſo iſſue 
out his Orders for the Puniſhment ſo baſe an Action 
defery'd: But this not being done immediately, by 
reaſon of his Majeſty being at that time at the 
Eſcurial, from which he id not return fo. ſoon as 
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Was expected; an Incident entirely unforeſeen fy 

ave a ſudden and vexatious Turn to this Affair, pr 
and inſtead of being 'Plaintiff, reduced her to the m 
State of a Defnd ann. aged i ac 

'THE cunning Don PEÞDR © had no ſooner diſ- th 
cover'd her Eſcape, than he immediately gueſs'd Si 
to What place ſhe was gone; and not doubting al 
but ſhe would take ſuch Meaſures às could end in th 
no leſs than his Ruin, had it preſently in his Head, W 
how to preſerve himſelf, and lay the Odium on in 
ber: His Son being fled with her, and ſome = d. 
1 | ' V 
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Bills he had taken from him to ſupport himſelf in 
his Abſence, as well as what of right belong'd bÞ 


EMANUELLA, furniſh'd him wit Hints, whicl 


the prompting Fiend that animated his inventive 
Brain, took care to improve to form a Story ſo 
plauſible, that when heard, he ſhould appear the 


only injured Perſon, and EMANUELL a, and his 


Son (whom now he hated) be eſteemed no other 
than Wretches who had contriy'd together to 
rob him. Full of this inhuman Stratagem, and ac- 
companied by ſome vile Creatures, whoſe Evidence 
he had purchas'd, as well as Bonds, Notes, and 
Bills, counterfeiting the dead ALVAREZz's Hand 
and Seal, he was at Madrid almoſt as ſoon as thoſe 
he follow'd : and being inform'd his Majeſty was 
at the Eſcurial, he waited not his coming to Madrid; 
but as Vice is always more indefatigable in the 
purſuit of what it aims at, than a ſincere and ho- 
neſt Meaning, he went to wait on him there : And 
his Age and artful Manner of inſinuating what he 
would have believ'd, wrought ſo far on the Royal 
Ear, as to gain him the promiſe of having it in 
his power to inflict what Puniſhment he pleaſed 
on the Fugitives, who the cruel Politician pad ta- 
ken care to inform himſelf where they might be 
found, before he deliyer'd his Petition, tho* he 
concealed himſelt from either of them. | 
No THING therefore of his Arriyal being 
ſuſpected, fill the News of the King's Return, 
put Don JABIN in mind that his Couſin ſhould 
make her Appeal; and ſhe was dreſſing herſelf to 
accompany him to Court, when a Meſſenger from 
thence came to demand her Appearance. The 
Surprize of ſo unlook'd-for a Summons, put them 
all in a Conſternation ; and Don Ma xk co, who 
tho he did not lodge there, paſs'd moſt of his Hours 
with thers, and was at that time preſent, diſcover'd 
in his Countenance a Horror which extreamly ad- 
ded to it. He was not ignorant of the thouſand 
VOL, IV. © C | Artifi- 


26 TheRasn RESOLVE: Or, 


Artifices his Father was ever Maſter of, when he 
was zealous for the Accompliſhment of any Deſign, 
and fear'd it was by ſome Emiſſaries employ' by 
him, tho' he was far from imayining he was there 
himſelf, that ſomething had been done to peryert 
that Juſtice he might very well believe EMAN V- 
ELLA would claim. He would very fain have 
perſuaded her to ſuffer him to wait on her, that in 
caſe it were as he ſuſpected, he ang N be a Witneſs 
on her Side, againft whatever falſe Suggeſtions 
ſhould be offered to her raten but that 
generous Lady would by no means be prevailed 
on to permit him. She told him ſhe had not the 
leaſt Fear of OE a Defence againſt all that 
Malice could form to hurt her ; and that ſhe could 
not conſent a Perſon ſhe call'd Friend, and one 
who ſo juſtly had merited the Title from her, 
ſhould put ſo great a Conſtraint on himſelf, and 
endure a Shame ſo poinant, as muſt riſe from the 
Accuſation of a Parent, tho* never ſo unworthy 
a one. She expreſs'd herſelf in Terms fo abſolute, 
that Don Marco, tho' with a world of Re- 
luctance, was nag to obey: and accompanied 
by Don IAB IN, his Lady, and the two Servants, 
who came over with her, and whom it was neceſ— 
ſary ſhould appear, ſhe went with a Courage in- 
finitely beyond what could be expected from her 
Sex and Years; and wholly relying on the Juſtice 
of her Cauſe, and the Care of Heaven, was far- 
ther from any dread of the Event, than thoſe to 
whom it was of leſs Concern. 

Nor but when ſhe was conducted into the Pa- 
lace, and brought before the King, ſhe was a little 
alarm'd to ſee the baſe Don PE D RO there: ſhe 
had however Preſence enough of Mind to conceal 
thoſe little Emotions, which ſhe was unable to re- 
pel at ſo unexpected an Interview, and alter having 
paid her Duty to the Royal Preſence, If I were, not 
already too well acquainted, ſaid ſhe,with your 5 72 
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he in maintaining the Injuries you do, I ſhould 
n, _ 23 A for thoſe you have offered 
dy me, had brought you here, ſo contrary to my 
re Expectation, to make me that Reſtitution, you 


or ght be ſure I ſhould endeavour to force you to. 
vi Ties was not a Perſon in this Aſſembly, which 
ve was very numerous, moſt of the Nobility being 
in come to congratulate his Majelty on his Return, 


ſs Appearance of EMANUELLA, and the 
ns moo 0 Watch accompanied her Accents, aſſur d 
it WY as they were, did not win to her Intereſt, ——Thes , 
ed King himſelf ſeem'd to regard her with an uncom- 
be mon Stedfaſtneſs, as Le at the Graces which 
at WF attended her; and already ſuſpicious of the Truth 
1d of what had been ſuggeſted againſt her; which the 


0 hful PE DRA O obſerving, throwing himſelf at 
er, his Feet, O my Sovereign! ſaid he, 5 this Wo- 
nd man's Soul had any Afﬀagity with her exterior 


he Charms, ſhe would at leaſt have had Modeſty ſuf- 
by Sean is have ſhun'd the awful Juſtice of this 


te, Place—— But I entreat you by that extenſive 
e- power which makes Kings Gods on Earth, and by 
ed that ſacred Regard which to the King of Kings, 
ts, even from your ſelf, is due! — By Honour, 
el. Pity, Juſtice , by your own Royal Promiſe, 
n. 1 conjure you not to liſten to the falſe Inſinuati- 
er ons of this artful Siren, who comes no doubt 
ce prepared with well-dreſs'd Perjuries, and ſmooth 
ar- Hypocriſy to evade her Crimes, and turn the 
to Sword of Vengeance againſt me. Twould be 
very hard to deſcribe any part of what paſs'd in 
2 the Soul of the injur'd EMANUELLA all the time 
tle he was ſpeaking in this manner ; ſcarce could ſhe 
he reſtrain the ſtruggling Paſhons, which ſwell'd al- 
al moſt to burſting in her Breaſt, and preſs'd ſo hard 
= tor Vent, 'tis probable no Conſideration. would 
Ng have been of force to have with-held them, had 8 
ot not the King with a Countenance ſomewhat per- 


0- i plex'd, commanded him to be ſilent, telling him 
ce VOL. IV. C 2 Faltice 


-S Ffurpriz'd all who had not heard it before, with the 
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Juſtice ſhou!d be ſeverely executed on which ever 
Party ſhould be found the Guilty — Don JaB1N 
then, tho' very much confus'd at ſo ſtrange a 
Character of his Relation, thought it was his Time 
to ſpeak, and beg 'd to know of what ſhe was 
accus'd? To which his Majeſty aſſenting, com- 
manded a Perſon appointed for that purpoſe to 
read the Heads of the Charge againſt her, as they 
were taken from the Mouth of her Impeacher; 
which he preſently obey'd, and with a loud Voice 


Contents of a Paper which he pulled out of his 
Pocket, and were as follows : 


A brief Abſtra& of the Crimes alledged againſt 
Donna EMANUELLA, Daughter to Don A- 
VARE Zz, late Governour of Porto-Rico, an Iſland 
in that part of his moſt Catholick Majeſty's Do- 

_ _ minions, entitled the Spaniſh-Weſt-Indies : At- 

teſted by Don PEDRO, and a great Number of 

other Gentlemen upon Oath. 
I 
That the ſaid Donna EMANUELLA, being privy 
to the borrowing ſeveral large Sums of Money from 

Don PEDRO, by her Father; ſhe, after his Death, 

not only deny'd the Payment of them, but alſo pre- 

"tended there was much more owing to her from the 

ſaid Don PEDRO. 


II. 

That ſhe ſeduc d the Principles of Don MAR co, 
the only Son of Don PE DR o, and living with him 
in à riotous and diſſolute manner, ſoon waſted the lit- 
tle Wealth left her by Don ALyAaREZ; on which 
having recourſe to Don PEDRO for 4 Supply, and 
being refus'd by him, ſhe hir'd Aſſaſſins to murder 
him, which he very narrowly eſcap d. 

; 4 III. 

That being, by the Order of the Magiſtrates of the 

Place, on DonPED& 0's Complaint, taken into Cu- 


ody, 
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ſtody, and afterwards, by his Compaſſion and Cha- 
rity, preſerv d from being carried to Priſon, and ta- 
ken into his own Houſe on her ſeeming Repentance ; 
ſhe moſt ungratefully and wickedly contriv'd with his 
own Son to rob him, which they did, and made their 
Eſcape together to Madrid, with the Value of 5000 


Crowns in Jewels, Bills and Money. 


S © heavy an Accuſation, loaden with ſo many 
aggravating Circumſtances, was ſufficient to have 
ſhock'd the moſt eſtabliſh'd Fortitude ; but EM- 
NUELL A was of that ſort of Spirit, which exalts 
it ſelf the moſt, when moſt it 1s oppreſs'd : She 
ſeem'd rather fuller of Diſdain than Anger, while 
ſhe liſt ned to the invective Scroll; and when ſhe 
faw Amazement ſit on every Face, and thoſe of 
her own Blood confounded, and unable to offer 
any thing in her Defence, ſhe thus undertook to 
plead for herſelf, Wonder not, Royal Sir! ſai 
ſhe, that conſcious of my perfect Innocence, and 
of a Soul too nice to bear ſuch rude Suſpicions, 
as this monſtrous Legend may perhaps create, 
fhould lodge a Moment in the Breaſts of any here 
I now not wait the dull Formalities of Law, nor 
ask Advice from learned Council drawn, but here 

reſume to make my own Defence, unaided but - 
y Truth—Permit me then, great King! to un- 
fold a Story muſt make my vile Accuſer's Heart 
grow cold within him, tho* warm'd with all the 
Fires of Hell. She ſtop'd at theſe Words, by a 
beſeeching Air expecting his Permiſſion to pro- 
ceed ; which being granted, ſhe related the whole 
Affair with the greateſt Truth and Exactneſs, nei- 
ther — her Enewy's Inhumanity, nor di- 
miniſhing the ſmalleſt Tittle of her own Behavi- 
our, Don PEDRO and his Accomplices, attempt- 
ed to interrupt her ſeveral times, but they were 
commanded to be ſilent, and ſhe was indulg'd in 
all the freedom ſhe 1 2 deſire in nn 
3 ers 
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herſelf, and accuſing him. When ſhe had finiſh'd 
what ſhe had to ſay, and the Witneſſes ſhe brought 
with her examin'd, there were many, who, confi. 
dent of her Sincerity, ſpoke in her Behalf, but it 
avail'd but little. Don Pt dk 0's continued Aſſe- 
verations, the Number of his Evidences, and the 
Advantage of complaining firſt, was very near 
carrying the Cauſe againſt her; when Don MAR co, 
impatient that they ſtay'd, and full of fears, which 
were indeed prophetick, left the Houſe of Don 
JABIN, and came with all ſpeed to the Palace: 
Partly by Perſuafions, and partly by Force, he 
got through the Guards, and entered the Room of 
Audience juft as his Father was entreating Sen- 
rence might be paſt on EMANUELLA, Di- 
ſtracted with what he ſaw and heard, he ran u 
to the Chair of State, and beße r it might be ſuſ- 
pended *till he was heard. The King, whoſe Sen- 
timents were yet unfix'd, gave him leave to ut- 
ter what he had to ſay; and deaf to all other 
Conſiderations but thoſe of elearing her, he wild- 
7 ſpoke every thing he knew, ance not only con- 
rm'd all EMANUELLA had averr'd, but many 
more Particulars, of which ſhe was ignorant, con- 
cerning his Father's Barbarity; and among the 
reſt, that he really had a Deſign to murder her, 
the ſurer to ſecure her Fortune; which horrid 
Deed had certainly been perpetrated, had he not 
timely. contrived the Means of her Eſcape. But 
all that he could urge, was in vain; the King 
had been ſo much prepoſſeſt by Don PEDRO of 
a criminal Correſpondence between him and that 
Lady, that all he ſaid appeared but as the Effects of 
Gallantry to ſave a Alle who, conſidering her 
Attractions, and the Misfortunes of his own Form, | 
it was no wonder he ſhould riſque every thing for. 
But, with what Words can ſo unexampled à Ge- 
neroſity be prais'd! — Perceiving his Zeal to 
ſerve, had rather work'd a contrary Effect; of 
. noble- 
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noble- minded Marco reſolv'd to give a fatal 
Proof of his Sincerity, once more addreſſing him- 
ſelt to his Majeſty; Since that bad Man, who 
ave me Being, ſaid he, prefers a little ſhining 
Bir to Honour, Truth and Juſtice, and ſtill per- 
ſiſts in his Deſign of ruining an innocent Virgin 
entruſted to his Care: Thus! continued he, (draw- 
ing his Swoad, and falling on it, before any one 
cou'd be quick enough to prevent him) — Thus! 
I releaſe myſelf of the Duty of a Son, — Thus! 
clear myſelf of the Crimes he has accus'd me 
of — and Thus! I hope, convince your ſacred 
Majeſty, and the yet unbelievlng World, that it 
contains not a Jewel of more worth than Em A- 


Ji. NUELLA! — Hear, and believe me, Royal Sir! 
1 tho* long, long I have ador'd the charming Maid, 
12 conſcious of my own Defects, I ne'er preſum'd 
n to wound her Ears with the unwelcome Tale; nor 
it⸗ would I, till my laſt Moment, have ventur'd on 
er the Declaration, leſt ſhe ſhould have hated, what 
4. I'm too well aſſur d ſhe never cou'd have lov'd/— 


If what I now have done, be an Offence to Hea- 
yen, I hope you will all ſupplicate my Pardon: 
for be aſſur'd, cou'd I have liy'd with Honour, or 
with Peace, I had not died fo early; but thus, 
miſerable in all, traduced by him, who ought to 
have been the Protector of my Fame, juſtly de- 
ſpis'd by her I wiſh'd to pleaſe, what could I do, 
but — He could no more; he had given the 
Wound with ſuch a force, Death fond an eaſy 
Paſſage to his Heart, and ſoon deprived him of 
the Power of Utterance. The King ſeemed pro- 
5 alarmed at ſo uncommon a Teſtimony 
of Affection. The Nobles look'd on one ano- 
ther, ſtruck with a ſudden Horror, Emanvu- 
ELL A forgot her own Misfortunes to lament the 
untimely Fate of ſo deſerving a Youth. But Don 
PkDRro, who, tho' he ſt ſtill and motionleſs 
tor ſome time, as the Son's Barbarity had de- 
| C4 - prive 
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rived him of, yet his hurrying Thoughts were 
uſy enough within, and turn'd all his Soul into 
Confuſion. Long ſleeping Conſcience rouz'd 
itſelf at length, and Selt-Conviction,  Remorſe, 
and all the Horrors of Deſperation at once inya- 
ded him. The wild Diſorder ſcorning to prey on 
any of the meaner Faculties, mounted to the Brain, 


Whirling Reflection from her Chain of Cauſes, 


and quite disjointed Reaſon, In this ſudden Fren- 
zy he uttered enough to make all that heard him 
ſenſible of his Guilt ; and the King, rightly judg- 
ing the Cauſe by the Effect, order'd him to be ta- 
ken away and ſecur'd till Time ſhould diſcoyer 
more. The Perſons, who had appear'd Confede- 
rates in his Deſign, were ſent to the Inquiſit ion, 
there to be inſtructed in the Pains which perjur'd 
Wretches like themſelyes are doom'd to bear in 
another World; and EMANUELLA, and her 
Friends, diſmiſs'd with thoſe Encomiums which 
her modeſt, but courageous Behaviour merited, 
and a Promiſe 9 8 by the King's own Mouth, 
that he would ſend an immediate Order for the 
bringing over all that Don PEDRO had fo uns 
juſtly ſeiz'd, | | 
THIS Adventure engroſs'd the whole Diſcourſe 
of the Town for a great while ; and thoſe who 
were entirely Strangers to the Perſon of EManvu- 
EL LA, were perfectly well acquainted with her by 
Report. Itis moſt certain, that her Virtues being 
rendred by this publick Notice more conſpicuous, 
gain'd her a much greater number of Admirers 
than otherwiſe ſhe would have had, if ſhe had 
been no more feen, nor known than the Spaniſh 
Ladies erdinarily are; but then the ſame Reaſon 
created alſo an adequate proportion of Detractors. 
It is impoſſible to be remarkably diftinguiſh'd, 
without being as remarkably enwied and hated, 
eſpecially by. thoſe of the ſame Sex; thoſe .who' 
found the greateſt Improvement in her Converſa- 
| N tlon, 
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tion, and whom ſhe moſt inſtructed in any of 
thoſe numerous Accompliſhments, in which ſhe 
excell'd, ſecretly wiſh'd her Jeſs capable of afford. 
ing it; and thoſe to whom ſhe would not be feen, 
as finding nothing in them worthy of her Friend- 
ſip, made it their Whole Study, by all the little 
rtifices they were Miſtreſſes of, to leſſen the 
brightneſs of a Character whoſe Radiency diſco- 
ver'd the Imperfections of their own ; but hers 
was too well eſtabliſh'd for any of the Plots laid 
againſt her to ſucceed, and ſhe was ſo univerſally 
applauded by all the knowing part of the World, 
that it was ſufficient to be accounted well thought 
of by her, to engage the Reputation of being a. 
fine Woman — There were a great many, there- 
fore, who endeayour'd an Intimacy with her in 
no other View; aiming only at the Character, and 
neglecting the real Advantages which even thoſe 
who had keen the leaſt indebted either to Nature 
or Education, might have found in an Acquain- 
tance with her. Nor did her Charity, and Gene- 
roſity of Diſpoſition, extend only to the embel- 
liſhing the Minds of thoſe to whom ſhe pro- 
feſs'd a Friendſhip ; ſhe could not think a wor- 
thy Perſon under any Diſtreſs, without preyenting 
their Requeſts, by offering 2 thing in her 
Power to ſerve them: And tho' the Fortune ſhe 
was at preſent poſſeſs'd of (till Don PE D o had 
reſtor'd her the much greater part {till in his Hands) 
would not allow very conveniently of ſuch Libe- 
ralities; yet ſhe made Preſents, which by their 
Magnificence, had the Receivers been ignorant 
from whom they came, would rather have been 
imagin'd to flow from the Purſe of a Princeſs, 
than that of a private Gentle woman. Donna BR. 
RILL 4a, youngeſt Daughter to her Couſin Don 
JABIN, experienced her Bounty this way; for be- 
ing condemned much againſt her Inclinations to 
a Nunnery (as in Spain, where a Grandes has a 
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numerous Family, and not an equal Affluence of 
Wealth, rather than match them below their 
Birth, 'tis common to beſtow one or more of 
them in that manner, where for eight or nine hun- 
dred Crowns they are provided for, for their 
Lives) the generous EMANUELL A never left ſol- 
liciting her Father to ſuſpend his Deſign, till ſhe 
ſhould receive the remainder of her Fortune, as 
the King had promiſed ſhe ſhould ; aſſuring him, 
that ſhe would add to what he muſt be obliged to 
give to place her in a Cloiſter, as much as would 
make her equal to what be deſign'd for her other 
Siſters, — Don JaB1wN was very loth to. accept of 
what ſhe offer'd ; telling her it was not only a much 
greater Favour than he was willing to accept, but 
alſo a Sum beyond what ſhe could conveniently 
ſpare ; but ſhe ſtopp'd his Mouth, begging him 
to believe the Company of BER 1L L 1 a was cheap- 
ly purchaſed at that Rate ; and that for his other 
Objection, ſhe would eaſily make it up, by re- 
trenching Expences, leſs pleaſing to herſelf than 

that. would be. | | | 
. THis young Lady, ſo highly obliged to EM. 
NUELL A for this Proof of her — 3 one 
would think ſhould never have obliterated the Me- 
mory of it; but what Engagements are of force 
to bind a Thankleſs and: Ungrateful Mind ! The 
Averſion ſhe had for a monaſtick Life, was ſoon 
diſcover'd by the penetrating Eyes of her Couſin, 
to proceed from her too great Affection for a young 
Fop, who had nothing to recommend him to the 
1 of a. Woman of Diſcretion z and 
ta king to her with a little more warmth than 
- _ Was uſual on this Occaſion, the other reſented. it, 
as tho? ſhe took that Liberty on the account. of 
What ſhe had promiſed to her Father, and from 
that Moment conceiv d ſo great a Hatred, that it 
grew uneaſy to herſelf, becauſe ſhe had no Oppor- 
uni to make the other feel the Effects o — 
b ut 
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But being naturally as cunning as revengeful, ſhe 
- conceal'd her Sentiments, and under the Mask of 
Friendſhip, watch'd all her Actions, ſtill hoping 
ſome unguarded Minute might arrive, in which ſhe 
ſhould be able to diſcover ſomething to expoſe 
her for. But not all her Dilligence could furniſh 
what ſhe wanted; EMANUELLa, among the 
multiplicity of her Adorers, behay'd herſelf in ſuch 
a manner, that might defy the ſtricteſt Scrutiny 
all her Actions — all her Words — all her Looks; 
were govern'd by Prudence, and her malicious 
Obſeryer began to think it would be but Labour 
loſt to attempt to blaſt either her Virtue or Repu- 
tation, But alas! what Courage, what Diſcretion, 
what cool Reſerve, what Sanctity of Wiſhes can 
defend the Heart, when once the God of Love 
has found an Entrance there ! that Tyrant Paſſion 
lords it o'er the Mind, fills every Faculty, and 
leaves no room for any other Thought — drives 
Conſideration far away — overturns Reflection 
and permits no Image but itſelt to dwell in Fancy's 
Region. The ſott and tender Soul of EM AN u- 
ELLA, was a fir Temple for the enſlaving Deity 
to work his utmoſt Wonders in; and that ſhe no 
ſooner felt his Power, was not becauſe ſhe was 
lefs ſuſceptible than others of her Acquaintance, 
but that her Taſte was more delicate, and ſo man 
different Perfections as were neceſſary to attra 
her Admiration, were very difficult to'be found in 
r 6 | 
Bur Chance, or rather the Character of her 
Charms, at laſt, brought a Perſon to her ſight ſo .. 
conformable to the Idea ſhe had created in her 
Mind, of what would pleaſe her, that ſhe could 
not preſently 1 whether it was ſtill the 
ſame delightful Viſion her extenſive Fancy had 
qreſs'd up with all the Ornaments of Art and Na- 
ture, or a real Subſtance. This moſt lovely, this 
accompliſh'd Gentleman, was call'd Emitivs, a 
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young Roman Count, who, having viſited almoſt 
all the Courts of Ewrope, happen'd at this time to 
be at Madrid. He heard talk of EMANUELL a, 
as of the greateſt Wonder there; and having ſeen 
all the other Curioſities, could not be ſatisked to 
leave the Place, without firſt being an Eye - wit 
neſs of thoſe Perfections, which Fame ſo laviſhly 
reported. The Carnival coming on, he had hope 
the Freedom of the Diverſions uſed in that Seaſon, 
might afford him an Opportunity he long had vain- 
ly languiſh'd for: Nor was he deceived. EM A- 
NUELL 4&4, Who had not been accuſtomed to thoſe 
ſevere Reſtrictions of Behaviour the Spaxiſh Jea- 
louſy obliges the Females of their Family to ob- 
ſerve, was glad to lay hold of all Opportunities 
to indulge the natural Gaiety of her Humour; and 
accompanied by Donna BERILIIA, and other 
Ladies of her Acquaintance, took part in all the 
innocent Liberties the time allow'd. As they were 
on their Rambles one Day, the watchful Count, 
having Intelligence to whoſe Houſe they were go- 
ing, found means to be introduced to the Maſter 
of it: There happened to be a great Aſſembly of 
Gentlemen and Ladies ; but preſently informing 
himſelf which was EMANUELL a, he ſingled her 
out; and in entertaining her, it was difficult to 
ſay whether he gave, or receiv'd the greater Plea- 
ſure. She thought ſhe had never ſeen any thing 
ſo agreeable and witty, and he found her ſo far 
ſurpaſſing all the Deſcriptions had been made him, 
that tho* he had arm'd himſelf with all the Reſo- 
tion he was Maſter, of to regard her only with Ad- 
miration, a tenderer Paſlion, in ſpite of him, ſoon 
took up all his Soul He could not gaze, without 
admiring; nor admire, without deſiring: But thoꝰ 
he found that he had very much receded from that 
Reſolution he had form'd before he ſaw her, yet, 
till he ſaw her no more, he knew not how much 
The height of Paſſion is never ſo truly * 
ce 
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ſt ced as in Abſence — when from our longing Eyes, 
to the dear-loy'dProſpe& flies — and our tranſported 
a, Ears no more are bleſt— what” Senſe cannot be- 
en ſtow Imagination' Force ſupplies, and brings the 
to Charmer to our raviſn'd View — in ſpite of Di- 
It= ſtance, we ſee! we hear! we graſp the lovely 
ly Phantom, and taſte, in Theory, ten thouſand 
de Joys; till Reaſon, envious of the airy Bliſs, chaſes 
n, the bright Ideas from our Minds, and ſhows us 
n- what we are. a TT 13.4. 
a- Ir was in theſe waking Dreams the amorous 
e Count £11 onde the Pains of Abſence ; but he was 
I- too much of the Temper of his Sex to content 


PE himſelf without a ay! mee more ſubſtantial : A 
s erfect Knowledge of his own Attractions, and 

8 Experience how little it was in the Power 
r of any Woman to withſtand the Influence of 
e them, made him not deſpair of finding the ſame 
e Senſibility in EMANUELLA as he had done in o- 
, thers; and imagined he wanted nothing but an 
- Opportunity to acquaint her with his Paſſion, to 
inſpire an equal one in her. The firſt Step there- 
f fore that he made towards the ingratiating him- 
ö ſelf, was to write; and, beſides the being pre 
much accuſtomed to ſuch kind of Billets, the P 
ſion he was at preſent fir'd with, help'd him to 
dictate one tender enough to make her believe he 
lov'd her, and too reſpectful, not to give her an 
Opinion, his Deſigns was accompanied with the 
ſtricted Honour, The Words were theſe: 
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To the Incomparable Donna E M 4. 
3 33 


DEFORE 1 atiempt to make known the impati- 
Br Dictates of my Soul, I would call all the 
Aid of Wit — of pity-meving, Eloquence — and ſoft 
Per ſua ſion, to inſpire my Pen, . me pt n 
which I am yet a Stranger: But that a ſecret Im- 
pulſe from within, bids me beware — tells me, Since- 
rity diſdains the Ornaments of Words, and looks moſt 
lovely in her naked Meaning — Yet dare 1 not pro- 
ceed = O that my Guardian Angel — the Witneſs of 
my Sighs, my Tears, my long Endurings, my reſtleſs 
Days, and agonizing Nights, would leave his Charge 
one Moment, and gently, whiſper in your Ear how 
much I love how much I ſuffer — At length the 
Secret is reveal d O wonderful Force of Paſſion ! 
that while it drives, reſtrains, and ſpeaks in Silence 
Thave confeſs'd I love—but, oh ! what hope that you'll 


permit me to atteſt this Truth by all the Services of | 


my. future Life ? - I have no Parents here, no 
Friend, no Merits to excuſe this bold Preſumption, 
and plead my Cauje — but if EMANUELLA has 
@-Penetration, ſuch as her Eyes, and Mit, have per- 
ſuaded me to think, that has already told her more 
in my behalf than any Tongue could utter. The wild 
- Confuſion in my Countenance the Inconnexion of my 
Words, when all ſurpriz'd ! aſtoniſh'd ! at the 
Wonders of your Charms, I by a thouſand ways be- 
tray'd my Senſe of them the few Hours I had the 
Bleſſing of entertaining yon, at the Houſe of Don 
FRANCISCO — But I am too preſuming — 1 fear 
the excellent EMANUELLA, ſo uſed to conquer, re- 

guarded not a Triumph ſo unworthy of her Obſervan 
Dr | lio- 
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tion — If ſo,. I am indeed undone — but as tis natu- 
ral to wiſh Pity for remedileſs Misfortunes, be ſo di- 
vinely good to allow me that; and if you chance to 
hear of any unhappy Stranger, who falls a Martyr 
to Love's powerful Flame, know it is he who living or 
dying muſt be 


Your eyerlaſting Votary, 
EMILIUS, 
the | 
he P. & As I have paſs'd many Nights in Contem- 
oft plation under your Window ; fermit me to diſturb 
zo an Hour's Repoſe of yours with the Muſick this E. 
2» WH wening about Twelve or One o clock. | 
6 Ir what EMANUELL a felt from the firſt View 
A of EMIiLivs was not yer arrived to a Paſſion, it 


"1 Mie enough to. afford an infinity of Pleaſure in 
55 receiving this; which indeed, ſhe was not witli- 
* out ſome ſecret Expectations of, having, as he 
judiciouſly enough obſery'd, a Diſcernment which 
ſeldom deceiy'd her, and eaſily inform'd her the 
Emotions that appeared in his Face were occa- 
fion'd only by her Preſence ; had ſhe been as 
quick in diſcovering the Humours of her own 
Sex, ſhe had eſcap'd the greateſt part of the Miſ- 
fortunes which ſoon. after came upon her — 
But as intimate as ſhe was with Donna B E- 
RILLIA, ſhe forbore to acquaint her with this Af- 
fair, not out of any. ſuſpicion. ſhe would betray 
it, or make any Conjecture to her, Diſadvantage ; 
but, that perceiving ſhe till carried on an Amour 
with that young Spark already mentioned,. ſhe 
thought to acknowledge herſelf a Lover, would 
be to leſſen the Prerogative ſhe took in adviſin 

the other. When Night came, ſhe was very — 
perplex'd how to get rid of her; and not being 
willing ſhe ſhould ſtay till the Count came to the 
Window, made a. Pretence of being a little in- 
diſpos'd, and ſaid ſhe would go to Bed: But the 
officious 
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officious Creature would not be ſo put off; and 
being of a ſuſpicious Temper, preſently imagin'd 
there was ſomething more than ordinary in the 
Caſe, that made her Couſin, contrary to her Cu. 
ſtom, ſo willing ſhe ſhould leave her; and be. 
fides, ſhe fancied ſhe had been more thoughtful 
of late than uſual : Theretore putting all this to- 
gether, ſhe reſoly'd, if poſſible, to find out the 
meaning of it; and imagining that this Night 
| — * produce ſomething which would tend to a 
icovery, ſhe ſtir'd not from the Chamber; un. 
der colour of taking care of her, till EMANUELLA 
had been ſome time in Bed. Nor after ſhe left 
her, did ſhe retire to her own Chamber; but 
putting out the Lights, conceal'd herſelf in one 
adjoining to her's, and from which ſhe could ea- 
ſily hear every thing that ſtir'd in it. She had not 
long ſtood Centinel, before ſhe was ſurpria d with 
the Sound of Muſick, which the Count had brought 
to ſerenade his Miſtreſs; ſhe preſently drew nearer 
to a little Window that was in the Room, and 
the Inſtruments being tun'd, accompanied a Voice, 
which in yery Harmonious Accents ſang theſe 
Stanzas : o | 
I. 
From bright EMANUELL A's Charms, 
Ah ! what Relief is found ? 
She every way the Soul alarms ! 
And never fails to wound. 
| 3 II. 
Reaſon and Tove, once Foes profeſs'd, 
Their utmoſt Forces join: 
And make the moſt obdurate Breaſt, 
Confeſs her all Divine ! 
| III. 
Whether ſhe ſpeaks, or looks, or moves, 
Sꝛtrange Paſſion ſhe inſpires ! 
Scorning the Arts of vulgar Loves, 
At once ſhe awes and fires ! 
2 6s Tos EM AN v- 
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- EMANUVELL & was ſo much accuſtom'd to Gal. 
Lntries - of this kind, that BBRIIIIA would 
not have thought any farther of this, than any 
other Serenade, had ſhe not immediately after 
the Song heard her open the Window, a Con- 
deſcenſion ſhe neyer had made before, to any who 
aimed at the Secret to pleaſeher: This was ſufficient 
to aſſure the Fair Inquifitive, that whoever the 
Perſon below was, he was poſſeſs'd of an uncom- 
mon Share of EMANVUELL a's Fayour, and made 
her liſten to the Converſation they preſently af- 
ter begun, with all the Attention ſhe was able to 
diſcover, if 8 the happy Man ſo remarka- 
bly diſtinguiſn d. | | | 
THE Moment EMANUELL a appear'd at her 
Window, EM1L1vs, after having made a Sign to 
thoſe that accompanied him to retire, came as near 
as he could to it; and in a low Voice, Can you 
forgive Divine EMANUELLA! ſaid he, my keepin 
you from that Repoſe which might probably at- 
ford you Entertainments more elegant than any 
you can find abroad. I ſhould be very cruel to 
my ſelf, anfwer'd ſhe, and unjuſt to you, ſhould 
the too nice Reſeryes of the Country we are in, 
oblige me to ſhun a Pleaſure ſuch as you have 
juſt now afforded me; and as I had my Education 
in a Place of greater Liberties, I ſhall make no 
Scruple of continuing to indulge my ſelf in all 
thoſe innocent ones I have been accuſtomed to; 
among which, I account a free Converſation with 
Perſons of your Sex, provided always their Be- 
haviour is what Honour and Decency will allow 
of. The Man ſo favour'd (reſum'd the Count): 
muſt be unworthy indeed, who could not form a 
Humour, if not born with him, ſuited to thoſe 
Principles which alone are capable of recommend-' 
ing him to a Woman of leſs Virtue than the ado- 
rable EMANUELL A. Oh! (continued he, with a bes 
ſeeching Accent) that Virtue, Honour, and Since- 
54 ; rity, 
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rity, were the oy Requiſites to make the Man poſ. 


ſeſs'd of them deſerving EMAaNUELL 4's Fayour! 
The Man who can prove himſelf (return'd ſhe) 
poſſeſs d of them, needs no other Qualification to 
a Woman capable of diſtinguiſhing what is truly 
Meritorious. A great deal more of this kind of 
Converſation had doubtleſs paſs'd. between. them, 
had they not-been e by another Set of 
Muſick,. who placed themſelves under the Window 
for the ſame purpoſe the Count had done. Em as 
NUELLA, Willing to ſhow the Deference ſhe paid 
him, bad him Good-night, and immediately with- 
drew: BERILLIA, Who had heard every Word 
that had paſs'd, made her own Conſtruction of it, 
and rejoiced that ſhe had found ſomething where- 
with ſhe might let the World know EMANUELLA 
was not without her Softneſſes, as well as thoſe 
ſhe took the liberty of blaming. | 
Bur while ſhe paſs'd the time in a thouſand 
Ul-natur'd Contriyances how to dreſs up the Affair 


ſhe had diſcover'd in the worſt Cofours,. the Loy: þ 


ers were employ'd in Contemplations far diffe- 
rent— EMANUELLA, Who had been extreamly 
'charm'd with the Perſon and Behaviour of her new 


Adorer, from the firſt time ſhe ſaw him, was flat. | 


tering herſelf with the Idea of a world of Satiſ- 
ion in the Proof of his Sincerity; and he, on 
the other ſide, was no leſs tranſported, that ſhe 
ſeem'd willing to be aſſured he really was what he 
pretended. _ | | 
Tux next Day, at both Morning and Eyening 
Prayers, ſhe did not fail of ſeeing him; where 
inſtead of paying her Devotions to Heaven, ſhe 
was buſied in receiving them herſelf from the en- 
amour'd Count. At Night by Appointment ſhe 
'entertain'd him from her Window, and thus it 
continued for ſeyeral Weeks; he till ſeeming to 
encreaſe in the feryency of his Paſſion, and ſhe 


in belieying it — But while in theſe Senſe-enſ nating 
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Amuſements ſhe ſuffered her Soul to be employ d, 
BEA ILL IA was not idle in reporting all ſne knew, 
and a thouſand times more, to every one ſhe was 
acquainted with; and in a little time twas grown 
the common talk, that EMANUELL A, the reſerv'd 
diſcreet EM ANUELLA, was fallen in Love with 
a young Gentleman who was a Stranger in Madrid, 
and from whom ſhe could have no Aſſurance that 
be was not already married, or under Engage- 
ments, which in Honour ſhe ought not to break 
through. 

EMANUEL ILA, however was ſo much reſpected 
by all that knew her, that no one would ſhock her 
Ears with any ſuch Diſcourſes ; till ſome of the 
Old and Grave having got notice of it, and fearing 
her Behaviour in this Point might ſerve as a Prece- 
dent to their own Daughters and Neices, made no 

Scruple to ſpeak of this Affair to Don JaB1N with 
a good deal of Severity; and he to repreſent it 
to her as a very great Soleciſm in that Decorum 
ſne had hitherto ſo ſtrictly preſerved. She could 
not hear him withouta' ſenſible Alarm; but alas! 
ſhe loy'd and was by this time too far enter'd into 
the fatal Maze, to be able to extricate herfelf; there 
appeared a Proſpect of too much Felicity in con- 
tinuing her Converſation with the charming Count, 
for her to reſign it for any of thoſe dull Conſide- 
rations he endeayour'd to inſpire her with; and 
beſides all this, tho' ſhe had a Wiſdom far above 
her Years, ſhe in this point and in many others 
alſo was apt a little too much to. depend on her 
own Strength of Reaſon; and the only Fault ſhe 
Was guilty of, was Self-Will. rag 

THE Adventure being ſo publick, ſhe thought ſhe 
m__ now communicate it to BERILLIA; little 
ſuſpecting it was through her means it had firſt 
been talked of : and that malicious and' deſigning 
Creature, glad of . this Opportunity to make her 
Conduct appear yet more blameable, ſooth'd' the 
Hu» 
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State, to liſten to ſuch Diſcourſes, of an Object 


the tendereſt Regard for you, only to ſatisfy a buſy 
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Humour ſhe was in, by all the Arts ſhe was Mi. 
ſtreſs of She talk*d continually of the Count, 
ſhe praiſed his Shape, his Air, his Wit; and who. 
ever has known any thing of Love, will confeſs, 
how dangerous it is for a Perſon, entring into that 


Which already appears but too Aimable. E MAN u- 
ELLA ſuck'd in the delicious Poiſon, and thought 
the deceitful Inſtiller of it her beſt of Friends: Why, 
ſaid ſhe, ſhould you deprive your ſelf of the Pleaſure 
of conyerſing with the Man you love, and who has 


Crowd, who only becauſe they are themſelves in- 
capable of taſting thoſe refin'd Delights which ; 
Love affords, would deny them to another — " 
Theſe fort of Arguments won the Fair Deluded, mr 


intirely to reſolve on holding a Correſpondence with 2 


the Count: which BERILL1A perceiving, thought be 

ſhe might now act as ſhe lated and aiming at 

her Ruin, took theſe Means to bring it about. 
Ir was no difficult matter to inform herſelf | © 


| Where the Count lod 'd; which as ſoon as ſhe had Þ* 


done, ' ſhe writ a liccle Billet ta him, the Contents b. 
of which were in this manner: | 


To Count EMILIvus. 
Mr Lon p, 


gards you with, is not ſo much à Secret, but that 

- 1 know, and pity it: I blame her not for loving 
a Gentleman of your Accompliſhments ; but I have 
too much Friendſhip for her, not to be angry that ſhe 


confines herſelf to a Reſerve which makes her ſo un- 
happy ;, I would very fain have you come to 4 = 
Jer. 
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perfect Underſtanding of each other's Sentiments; and 


that you may do ſo, have contriv'd a may to bri | 
you together, in ſpite of thoſe dull Formalities whic 
have hitherto kept you at a diſtance. Be at the Back- 
Gate, which opens into the little Parade, about the 
Hour of Twelve this Evening, and you lhall be con- 
ducted to the Preſence of your adored EMANUELL A, 
by her who would be a Friend to both, | 
BERILLIA 


P. S. I know not to what a height the AﬀeFtation 
of Diſcretion may tranſport EMANUELL A, if ſhe 
ſhould know I ſent to yo; and beſides, it will be 
better taken, if the Contrivance appears wholly your 
ur wn Let this therefore be a Secret; be ready to 
atteſt what you ſhall hear me ſay — and you may 
be happy Adieu. 


WHETHER EMILL1Us was really poſſeſs'd 
of all thoſe Qualities which go to the making up a 
perfect Lover, the Reader will be able to deter- 
mine, when his future Behaviour ſhall be related; 
but 'tis certain he had all the Aſſiduity, Impatience, 
Ardency of Deſire of the moſt Paſſionate, and 
could not receiye this Intelligence of a Friend fo 
unexpected, and ſo capable of ſerving him, with- 
out an infinity of Tranſport He watched the 
Hour, and went according to appointment ; where 
he had not waited a moment, before BER 1LL1a 
appeared to introduce him. He made her a thouſand 
Compliments for the Fayour ſhe did him ; to all 
which ſhe made but ſhort Anſwers, having other 
Matters in her Head. The Family not being 
all in Bed, ſhe told him he muſt be content to 
divert himſelf ia Contemplation, till ſhe could find 
an Opportunity to get EMANUELLA into the 
Garden, He bow'd, and obey'd, only entreated 
her to be as expeditious as poſſible, leſt any body 
coming to walk, as the Sweetneſs of the Evening 

— migne 


46 TheRasn RESOLVE: Or, 


might probably invite ſome one or other, he 
ſhould be diſcover'd: Which ſhe aſſuring him ſhe 
wou'd, and placing him in an Arbour where he 
was the leaſt liable to be ſeen, left him to feaſt in 
Imagination on the Pleaſures he was ſhortly to 
enjoy in Reality. 
SE kept her Word, and he had waited but a 
very little Time before he perceiy'd her returning, 
add EMANUELLA with her: he reſtrain'd the 
Tranſports of his bounding Heart, and continued 
to conceal himſelt till he ſhould receive his Cue 
fromBERK1L L 14; and perceiving they were coming 
down the Walk which led to the Arbour he was 
in, ſtood cloſe behind the fhelter of ſome Jeſſamin 
and Fillaree, with which it was covered. As they 
came pretty near, he heard BE x1LL1A fay to her 
fair Couſin, Why, my Dear, ſhould you perſiſt in this 
Severity to your ſelf and him you loye ? Had you 
but heard with how much Tenderneſs —— with 
'how much Zeal. he pleaded for Admittance, and 
begg'd me to aſſiſt his Suit, the Suit of burning, 
raging, deſperate, dying Love, you could not —- 
nay, you ought not to have denied him, But ſince 
you have, anſwer's EMANUELL A, ſomewhat pee- 
viſhly, why do you now upbraid me with it? Sup- 
"poſe 1 had not, would you have forgiven me? 
_ (haſtily reſum'd the other.) There is no need (ſaid 
ſhe) of asking what I would have done, ſince you 
have not put me to the tryal. Well then, (cry'd 
BERKITLL 1 A, eaſily perceiving her Inclinations) up. 
ſe I really, in pity of his Sufferings, have ventur'd 
to admit him; ſuppoſe he is now in this very Gar- 
den full of impatient Wiſhes, and trembling with 
| Deſire to throw himſelf beneath your Feet; will 
you conſent to pardon what I have done? EM 4- 
NUELL 4, Whoſe Soul was full of diſorder'd Emo- 
tions, ſcarcely ſuffered her to bring out theſe laſt 
Words, before, And is he here? ſhe cry d. I will 
no longer hide it from you (reply'4 BERILLLI 4 
| an 
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and whethe? you condemn, or thank my Conduct, 
cannot but the the part of a Paſſion which to me 


. 


appears ſo truly meritorious —— But 'tis in his - 
Words, thoſe Words which contrary to the Laws 


n of Friendſnhip, "woos me to introduce him, that 
tO 4 o 2 . *» 
1 muſt hope to be clear'd in your Opinion | 
Appear! my Lord (continued ſhe, raiſing her Voice 
9 L f harm her to Forgiveneſs of 
a little) appear! and charm her to Forgiveneſs o 


By us both. She had no ſooner ſpoke this, than ruſh · 
q ing from behind: his leafy: Screen, he threw him- 
: {eſt at her Feet, embraced her Knees, warm'd her 


5 Hands with ten thouſand burning Sighs, and miſ- 
8 ſed no Art of ſoft, ſeducing Love, to melt her 
<= tender Soul, and make it all his own. 

x1 As prodigious a ſhare, as all who knew her ac- 
4 ere to have of Wit, ſhe ſaw not that 
vm theſe were common Arts, which thoſe, leaſt capa- 


ble of Paſſion, make uſe of whenever excited, 


5 either by Intereſt or Vanity; and that both theſe 
F F Inducements tended powerfully to draw an At- 
x . tempt of this kind on her, ſhe might have known, 
85 had ſhe conſidered how much the Reputation of 
121 having a vaſt Fortune would gratify the one, and 
7 her well-known, and univerſally admired Perfe- 
71 ions the other. But, alas ! not this Reflection, 
7 nor the Remembrance that a thouſand times ſhe © 


4 had heard from others unmov'd, the ſelf-ſagge © 
i things which now ſhe hſten'd to, had any Power 


4 over her — She lov'd and lov'd in proportion to 
ö the Delicacy of her other Sentiments — Her No- 
14 tions were more refin'd — her Paſſion more ele- 


| -= than thoſe of other Women ; and — 
een bred to believe Sincerity one of the highe 

i Virtues, ſhe could not ſuſpect a want of it in the 

b Man ſhe had ſo good an Opinion of; nor devi- 
ne from the Rules of it ſo far herſelf as to affect 

4 an Anger ſhe was far from being poſſeſs'd of. 
pry Her Words, her Looks, her every Action betray'd 
a) the Wiſhes. of her Heart confeſs'd her Tranſ- 
1 | _—_ 


port — and told him, that he could not ſue in 
vain. BEBRII IIA Was infinitely ſatisfied in the 
Obſervations ſhe made, and that treacherous Crea. 
ture receiv'd a thouſand publick Teſtimonies of 
Gratitude from the one, and private ones from the 
other, which ſhe was far from deſerving. 
THE amorous Pair ſtay'd not a long time to- 
gether, leſt any Accident ſhould betray their Con- 
rſe to Don J ABIN or his Lady, whom Em A- 
NU'ELLA yet was very loth ſhould know the Se- 
cret of her Inclinations — but the perſuaſive Count 
would not depart, without her Permiſſion to re- 
turn the next Night in the ſame manner as he 
had done this — nor would ſhe have been well a. 
tisfied, had he appeared leſs preſſing — And they 
took leave with leſs Regret than Lovers uſually 
do, becauſe they both 7 Med themſelves of a zea- 
lous Promoter of their common Happineſs in the 
Friendſhip of BEBRILLIA. 458 
Many Nights paſs'd over as this had done, 
and at laſt BERILLIA having brought things pretty 
near to the pitch ſhe aim'd at, under pretence of b 
waiting in the Garden to receive EMIL1Us, would tu 
let in her own Lover (who neither being approv'd Wl 
of by her Father, nor any of her Friends, ſne © 
could ſee but by ſtealth) and when ſhe found Em A- 
ur LA and the Count were engag'd in a Con- ke 
verſation in which a third Perſon might be ſpar'd, 
ſhe conſtantly retir'd to another part of the Gar- 
den, and receiv'd the double Satisfaction of the 
| Company of the Man ſhe loy'd, and the Proba- Wh ® 
1 | bility of undoing the Woman ſhe hated. Not 
that any thing had yet paſs'd between thoſe two WF? 
amiable Perſons, but what was accountable to the 
ſtricteſt Virtue; yet the Paſſion ſhe found them Wit? 
both poſſeſs'd of — the Opportunities ſhe al- 
low'd them — the 7 4 Hints ſhe gave the ſt 
Count, not to let Modeſty be his Enemy——and ry 


the Artifices ſhe daily, almoſt hourly, made we 
| 0 
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of to melt EMANUELL A's Soul, and turn her all 
into Deſire-; gave her liberty (who knew Nature 
pretty well) to imagine an unguarded Minute might 
arrive, which might perfectiy compleat her baſe 
Deſigu; and reduce the envy'd Fair to a Condition 
both blameable and pitiable K . 
THEY were now arriv'd to ſuch a height of 


Love confeſs'd, that the moſt binding Vows of 


everlaſting Conſtancy had ,paſs'd between them 

EMIIIVs oſten preſy'd, that the Ceremony of 
the Cnurch might it paſt the power of even 
Fate it ſelf to deprive him of the Bleſſing ſhe had 
made him hope. But EMANUELT A would by no 
means conſent, till the return of the Ships ſent 
for that purpoſe” ſhould! make her Miſtreſs of 
that Wealth which was her Due. As ſhe then was, 
ſhe might have look d on a Marriage with the 
Count as extreamly to her Intereſt; but as ſhe 
expected to be, the Advantage was wholly on 
his Side: And among the other Niceties of 
her Paſſion, this was one, never to endure to 
be obliged to the Man ſhe lov'd. Their mu- 
tual Vows however, and her firm Reſolution to 
marry him aſſoon as this Affair was ſettled, gave, 
as it were, a Sanction to much greater Freedoms 
than otherwiſe he would haveidar'd to have ta- 
ken, or ſhewould have permitted; and at laft, 
O how dangerous is it totranſgreſs, even the leaſt 
Bounds of that Reſerve which is enjoined by Vir-' 
tue for our Guard! from one Liberty they ven- 
tur'd on another, till rapacious, greedy Love, 
too conſcious of bis Power, r on all, 
and nothing left for Honour. or 
DoNNA BERKILL IN had too much Experience 
in theſe Affairs, not to be perfectly ſenſible of 
what had happen'd, tho' EMAMVU ZT A's Mode- 
ſty, and perhaps already a ſecret Remorſe, would 
not ſuffer her to make any one 'a Confidant in 
this Part of the Story; and the miſchie vous Wretch 

VOL. IV. „ are” having 


* 
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5 The RASR RESOLVE: O, 
having ſo much of ber Wiſh compleated, began 
to ſtudy how ſhe ſhould bring about the remain. 
der; that of expoſing the Diſhonour her Inſinua. 
tions had in a great — help'd to occaſion, 
and bring on her unhappy Couſin, the Shame and 
Miſery, as well as Gu. which waits on a too 
fond Belief. 
Fox ru NE ſeem d to take 1 4a in aſſiſting 
her Malice; and before ſhe could find an Oppor, 
tunity to execute any thing the had form'd, gave 
an unexpected Shock, Which without her aid, 
would have made a Woman of EMANUELLA's 
Temper, unfortunate to the laſt Degree; and it 
was with an infinity of inward Torment ſhe re. 
ceived the News, that all thoſe vaſt 3 — | 
her by her Father, and which had been ſo | 
detained by the Baſeneſs-of Don Pzpx 0H, Wick. 
been diſpos'd of, and turn'd into ready Caſh, an 
Bills for the Convenience of Exportation, by a 
ſudden Storm were loſt, and not above two or 


three of the Sailors eſcap'd to bring the fatal Ty- 
12 Ca A n & Micfnrtune won'd ſcarce 


vive my ſelf no further trouble,. but leave you to 
the Proof. With theſe Words ſhe turn'd a- 
way, and ſeem'd as tho” ſhe would have gon out 
or the Arbour; wu Cilia es poicc, 


4 reportios of whathe had ſaid, cited hol 
of her by her Gown; Stay, Madam, ſtay, {> (9 '4 hes) 
Pardon the Diſtraction of a Lover, and eaſe the 
Pains you've rais'd by adding more — Confirm 
the Fatal Ttuth ; tell me again my EMANUELLA's 
loſt that ſhe is unkind— indifferent falſe — 
and kill me 0 _ Sound. 2 it Heaven 
(reſam'd fhe, ſofining Voice and ſitting doun 
again) Fog Love ſhould have ſuch Power why a 
Heart like yours Rouze, rouze, "my Lord 
one None — 5 the * r think of 
rjury, and forget her 
Charms. Had 1 to 55 you, hey fallen | 
as ſhe is from all her Hopes, it i had been a gene- | 
rous Proof of Self-denial ; but now tis . A \ 
| 


feign'd, ſhe imagines ſeeming to ſhun 

engages your Parſuit, and expects 85 8 — 

what ſhe wiſhes and ay will Fa, de — 

upon it, if you inſiſt on the performance of the | 

Contract. Still, ſtill, (d 7255 impatient Count) n 
gry Riddles Bur if ever Pi Pity or Good- Wl 


n your ace let me conjure Madam, | 


* 


* 
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nies, which not all her Fortitude could enable her 
to ſuſtain with Patience, Had ſhe been Emprefs 
of the World, :Enitrvus ſhould have ſhar'd that 


Grandeur with her; but ſhe loy'd him with a Paſ- 


ſion too refin'd, to be content he ſhou'd ſhare 


with ber an abjet? State of Life. Her Opinion 


had ſet him in ſo noble a Light, that ſhe doubt- 


ed not-of his Love, Honour, or Generoſity, and 
aſſur'd herſelf that it would be wholly her own 


fault, it the Vows he had made her, were not au 
thoriz'd by the Ceremony of the Church. 


THE Night after this — News was 
brought, ſhe would not be perſuaded to ſee the 
Count; and when BERILL14A ask'd her what ſhe 
ſhould fay to him, ſhe knew not what to anſwer. 
Confus'd, and wild, torn with a thouſand different 
Anxieties, ſometimes bid her reveal the fatal Se- 
cret. — Then, with the ſame Breath, recall'd that 
Order, — Tell him, I am undone, (aid ſhe.) Tell 
him, that cruel Fate, envious of the Bleſſings of 
his Love, has raviſh'd me for ever from his 
And nreſentlv after. Na. no. freun 


addreſs her, you kaow . to what a Length her Ac- 
ceptation of thoſe Addreſſes has carried her 
ee voi indeed her looter Flame under a Promiſe 
of Marriage, which I bave _ told you was 
not in her power to make good: | 
ſerved for a Pretence, believing (according to the 
Mutability which is imputed to your Sex) you 
would be well enough ſatisfied to decline yout Claim 
before the Return of the Ship — Her Expectati- 
ons there being croſt by your Conſtancy, and an 
Account ſhe has lately receiy'd of the ſudden Death 
of her Husband, and the Loſs of her Fortune, ob- 
liges her to act the artful Part, and ſeem to be 
averſe to what is moſt her Intereſt to wiſh — 


'But'now, my Lord! (continued ſhe with a well-conn- * 


'terſeited Concern) I am arrived to the blackeſt Point 
of all her Character, and what indeed induced me 


to lay open all the reſt — She has lately com- 
menc'd a ſhameful Converſation with a Perſon 


whoſe Name I know not; but whom if you had 


ever ſeen, you would with me acknowledge the 


Depravity of her Taſte —— But not to grow tedi- 


ous in a Relation which can afford you, but little 


SatisfaRtion, ſhe now, tho” not till now, deſigns 
to be your Wife, and only waits your proteſting 
+ Ha n | not 


However it 
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port — and told him, that he could not ſue in 


vain. BERILLIA Was infinitely ſatisfied in the 


Obſervations ſhe made, and that treacherous Crea- 


ture receiv'd a thouſand publick Teſtimonies of 
Gratitude from the one, and private ones from the 


other, which ſhe was far from deſerving. 


THE amorous Pair ſtay'd not a long time to- 


gether, leſt any Accident ſhould betray their Con- 
verſe to Don J ABIN or his Lady, whom EM A- 
NUELLA yet was very loth ſhould know the Se- 
cret of her Inclinations — but the perſuaſive Count 
would not depart, without her Permiſſion to re- 
turn the next Night in the ſame manner as he 
had done this — nor would ſhe have been well ſa- 
tisfied, had he appeared leſs preſſing — And they 
took leave with leſs Regret than Lovers uſually 
do, becauſe they both aſſured themſelves of a zea- 
lous Promoter of their common Happineſs in the 
Friendſhip of BERILLIA. Pd” + 
Many Nights paſs'd over as this had done, 
and at laſt BERIILIA having brought things pretty 
near to the pitch ſhe aim'd at, under pretence of 
waiting in the Garden to receive EMIL1vus, would 
let in her own Lover (who neither being approv'd 
of by her Father, nor any of her Friends, ſhe 
could ſee but by ſtealth) and when ſhe found Em a- 
EIL and the Count were engag'd in a Con- 
verſation in which a third Perſon might be ſpar'd, 
ſhe conſtantly retir'd to another part of the Gar- 
den, and receiv'd the double Satisfaction of the 
Company of the Man ſhe lov'd, and the Proba- 
bility of undoing the Woman ſhe hated. Not 
that any thing had yet paſs'd between thoſe two 


amiable Perſons, but what was accountable to the 
ſtricteſt Virtue; yet the Paſſion ſhe found them 
both poſſeſs d of —— the Nee ſhe al- 


low'd them — the continual Hints ſhe gave the 
Count, not to let Modeſty be his Enemy——and 


the Artifices ſhe daily, almoſt hourly, made we 
| 0 
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of to melt Ex AN UELLA's Soul, and turn her all 
into Deſire; gave her liberty (who knew Nature 
pretty well) to imagine an unguarded Minute might 
arrive, which might perfectly compleat her baſe 
Deſigu; and reduce the envy'd fair to a Condition 
both blameable and pitiable. * 5 : 
| THEY were now arriv'd to ſuch a- height of 
Love confeſs'd, that the moſt binding Vows of 
everlaſting Conſtancy had paſs'd between them 


EMIIIVs oſten preſs'd, that the Ceremony of 


the Cnurch might it the power of even 
Fate it ſelf to 8 . Ale 

made him hope. But EMANUELT A would by no 
means conſent, till the return of the Ships ſent 
for that purpoſe ſhould make | her Miſtreſs of 
that Wealth which was her Due. As ſhe then was, 


ſhe might have look'd on a Marriage with the 


Count as extreamly to her Intereſt; but as: ſhe 
expected to be, the Advantage was wholly on 
his Side: And among the other Niceties of 
her Paſſion, this was one, never to endure to 
be obliged to the Man ſhe lov'd. Their mu- 
tual Vows however, and her firm Reſolution to 
marry him aſſoon as this Affair was ſettled, gave, 
as it were, a Sanction to much greater Freedoms 


than otherwiſe he would have dar'd to have ta- 


ken, or ſhe would have permitted; and at laſf, 
O how dangerous is it totranſgreſs, even the leaſt 
Bounds of that Reſerve which is enjoined by Vir- 
tue for our Guard! from one Liberty they ven- 
tur'd on another, till rapacious, greedy Love, 
too conſcious of his Power, e on all, 
and nothing left for Honour. 
DoN NA BZIII TIA had too much Experience: 
in theſe Affairs, not to be perfectly ſenſtble of 
what had happen'd, tho“ EMANvE TT As Mode- 


ſty, and perhaps already a ſeeret Remorſe, would 


not ſuffer her. to make any one 'a Confidant in 
this Part of the Story; and the miſchie vous Wretch 
VOL. IV. R having 
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having ſo much of her Wiſh compleated, began 
to au how ſhe ſhould ny the — 
der; that of expoſing the Diſhonour her Inſinua - 
tions had in a great meaſure help'd to occaſion, 
and bring on her unhappy (Couſin, the Shame and 
Miſery, as well as Gut, which waits on a too 
Fon TUNE ſeem'd to take Pleaſure in aſſiſting 
her Malice; and before ſhe could find an Oppor. 
tunity to execute any thing ſhe had form'd, gave 
an unexpected Shock, which without her aid, 
would have made a Woman of EMANUELLa's 
Temper, unfortunate to the laſt Degree; and it 
was with an infinity of inward Torment ſhe re. 
ceived the News, that all thoſe vaſt Poſſeſſions left 
her by her Father, and which bad been ſo long 
detained by the Baſeneſs of Don PEDRo, havi 
been diſpos'd of, and turn'd-into ready Caſh, — 
Bills for the Convenience of Exportation, by a 
ſudden Storm were loſt, and not above two or 
three of the Sailors eſcap'd to bring the fatal Ty- 
dings. Sq dreadful a Misfortune wou'd ſcarce 
have been | ſupportable by moſt young Ladies; 
but EMANUELLA conſidered it in a deeper Seals 
than barely to be reduc'd from one of the-greate/ 
Fortunes to the maaneſt; ſhe had neyer ſet any 
higber Value on Wealth, than as it might be ſer- 
viceable to ber Friends; and now, having one 
who was dearer to her than her Soul one to 
whom ſhe had made the greateſt Condeſcenſions, 
and whole Eſtate ſhe imagined was not very large, 
and one whofe.Expeftations would be ſtrangely diſ- 
appointed in this Loſs, made her regret it with an 

inconceivable Afflictioa. She: had delay 'd marry- 

ing him, till ſhe was actually in Poſſeſſion of what 
The knew wou'd make him perfectly eaſy ; and to 
be certain it never wou'd be in her Power to make 
him an other Preſents than hexſelf, gaye her Ago- 
i, nies 
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nies, which not all her Fortitude could enable her 
to ſuſtain with Patience. Had ſhe been Emprefs 
of the World, EMI TVs ſhould have ſhar'd that 
Grandeur with her; but ſhe lov'd him with a Paſ- 


ſion too refin'd, to be content he fhou'd ſhare 


with ber an abjet? State of Life. Her Opinion 
had ſet him in ſo noble a Light, that ſhe oubt- 
ed not-of his Love, Honour, or Generoſity, and 
aſſur'd herſelf that it would be wholly her own 
fault, it the Vows he had made her, were not au- 


-thoriz'd by the Ceremony of the Church = 


THE Night after this r News was 
brought, ſhe would not be perſuaded to fee the 
Count; and when BERILL1A asKd her what ſhe 
"ſhould fay to him, ſhe knew not what to anſwer. 
Confus'd, and wild, torn with a thouſand different 
Anxieties, ſometimes bid her reveal the fatal Se- 
cret. — Then, with the ſame Breath, recall'd that 
Order, — Tell him, Iam undone, (id ſbe.) Tell 
him, that cruel Fate, envious of the Bleſſings of 
his Love, has raviſh'd me for ever from his 
Sight. — And preſently after, No, no, (reſum'd 


foe) 1 will net have him know jt yet. — I will - 


have the Satisfaction of taking one dear Adieu, 
yet one more fond Embrace before we part for 
ever. Tis poſſible my Grief may riſe to that pro- 
digious Heig as to deſtroy me — and at once rid 
me of the Pain of Thought =— of Memory 


of curs'd Apprebenfion, BBRII IIA all this while 
ſeeni'd to endeayour to perſuade her to Modera- 


tion, and entreated her not to ſhun his Preſence ; 


telling her, ſne was certain to loſe her Sight, would 


de an Affliction infinitely more inconſolable to 
him than that of her E/faze: But the Arguments 


ſhe made ufe of to conyince her, ſhe contriy'd 


ſhou'd appear too weak to be of any Efficacy, de- 
1 more than to be entruſted with a 
Meſlage to him, which ſhe reſoly'd to deliver in a 


D 2 man- 


* 


_ 
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.manner little. conformable to that in which it ſhould 
be given. | WP | 
TWIc E, or thrice, the perplex'd EMAN u- 
-ELLA fat her ſelf down to write to her belov'd 
EMIL Ius, and as oft lamented her Incapacity ; 
the Emotions of her Soul were too violent to per- 
mit any Coherence in her Words, — And after a 
long debate within herſelf what would beſt be. 
come her Paſſion, and her, Honour, deſir'd B E- 
'AILLIA to acquaint him with her Misfortune ; 
and gave her leave. to let him know ſhe regretted 
ſuch a Diſappointment, only as ſhe thought it ren- 


dered her more unworthy of him. BERIIIIA 


rejoyc'd beyond meaſure at this Opportunity of ex- 
ecuting what ſhe deſign'd; aſſur'd her ſhe would 
do in every thing as ſhe had commanded. —— 
And by this means, ſaid the cunning Ingrate, 1 
hall make a Tryal of his Conſtancy : For if Men 
are by Nature ſo Self-intereſted as they are report- 
ed, this Account I have. to give him, will prove 
his nobleſt Sentiments. The Time for his A 
proach being artiv'd, broke off any farther Dif- 
. courſe'; and ſhe went into the Garden to receive 
him, leaving the half - diſtracted EManuELLa al- 
molt drown'd in Tears. 1165 
- THE impatient Eu iI Ius was waiting at the 
Gate, full of a thouſand tranſporting Reflections 
on the . pleaſing Expectations of coming 
Joys, when BBARIIILIAopen'd it to him, and de- 
laying to ſay any thing to him of what ſhe had to 
2 till ſhe had brought him into the Arbour, 
the happy Scene which had ſo lately bleſt him; 
The then began to accoſt him in this manner, . My 
Lord, ſaid. ſhe, I have a Hiſtory to relate ſo lit- 


tle of a piece with thoſe I have already given 


ou of EMANUELLa's Senſibility of your Me- 
"Fits, that I know not if you will forgive me for 
relating it, Ex1L1vs, whoſe Paſſion was inh- 
nitely greater than what moſt of his Sex, ba / 
411 2 * ; a 7 
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| ally after Enjoyment; are poſleſt of, cou'd not hear 


' Couſin, and her Friend, ſhould te 
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theſe Words, and miſs EMANUEL LA from the 
lace ſhe us'd to be always ready to receive him- 
in, without ah inexpreſſible Diſorder ; which he 
could not preſently overcome, enough to be able 
to ask what it was ſne meant. The artful Tray- 
treſs, obſerving his Surprize, encreas'd it, by 
ſpeaking in this manner. 1 ſee, my Lord, 
(reſum'd ſhe) you cannot hear any thing which 
offers at a diſcovery of EMANUELL A's Falſhood, - 
without the utmoſt Concern : Nor do I wonder 
at it, having been Witneſs of ſo many tender 
Proteſtations of an ardent Paſſion on both ſides 
You may think it ſtrange, r that I, her 
] you this 
but what is there in my power to do, which may 
conceal an Inconſtaney, which, tho' I ſhould in- 
vent ten thouſand Stratagems, in ſpite of me will 
ſhow itſelf? 1 might indeed have made ſome Ex- 
cuſe for her -not ſeeing you this Night, which 
might have ſeem'd plauſible enough; but what cou'd 
I have faid, which could have beguil'd your Im- 
patience in the ſucceeding. ones? — Since then tis 
what you muſt know, ſooner or later, .I thought 
it the more generous part to acquaint you with it- 
early, and arm you tor the Misfortune you will 
Joubtleſs hear of in a little time from other 
Tongues than mine. The enamour'd Count felt 
his Heart ſink in him all the time ſhe had been 
ſpeaking, and could hardly aſſume Spirit enough, 
when ſhe had done, to entreat her to let him 
know, in few Words, the Accident that had be- 
fallen him. I will, my Lord ! /aid ſhe, — but firſt 
let me deliver the Meſſage I received from Em A- 
NUELLA: She bid me tell you, that having this 
Day an Account of that Ship, in which her whole 
Fortune was truſted, being loſt, ſne cannot think 
of majrying any Man, but one whoſe Eſtate can 
make up forthe Deficiency of hers, and that yours 
41 D 3 cannot 
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cannot, ſhe has been inform'd : Therefore there 
being a Neceſſity of breaking with you, thinks it 
improper to ſee you any more — How! (in 
terrupted the Count) no ne Oe but ſo? a Neceſſi v4 
of breaking with me See me no more 

Goob Heaven! is it poſſible ſhe can ſo ſud- 
denly recede from that height of Paſſion ſhe laſt 
Night profeſs'd, and all at once: degenerate into 
Coſdneſs and damn'd Indifference? we But you 
miſtake her ſure, and what is Over-Tenderneſs 
miſconſtrue Hate — You'll ſoon be able to judge 
whether I do or not, (reſuam d BIBRAII IIA, 4½ 
acting an Air of Indignarion) But 1 ſhall 
give my ſelf no further trouble, but leave you to 
_ Proof. —— With theſe Words ſhe turn'd a- 

way, and ſeem'd as tho” ſhe would have gon out 
of the Arbour;. which EMII tvs ny. 
and repenting of what he had faid, catch'd hold 
of her by her Gown, Stay, Madam, tay, cry'd he;) 
Pardon the Diſtraction of a Lover, and eaſe the 
Pains you've rais'd by adding more —— Confirm 
the fatal Tiuth ; tell * ain my EMANUELLA's 
loſt that ſhe is unkin— indifferent — falſe — 
and kill me — 8 Forbid it Heaven 

am'd ſhe, [ofini Voice and ſ down 
. al re te ſhould have ſuch payer over a 
Heart like yours «= Rouze, rouze, "my Lord 
po og — ue the nobler Faculties, think of 

Hypoeriſy, Perjury, and forget her 

Charms. Had ed to marry. you, thus fallen 
as ſhe is from all her Hopes, it bad been a gene- 
rous Proof of Self-denial ; but now tis all but 
feign'd, ſhe imagines ſeeming to fin. ſhe more 
engages your Parſuir, and expe Sets to reſs'd — 
what ſhe wiſhes —— and he will Vicks de 
upon it, if you inſiſt on the performance che 
Contract. Still, ſtill, (eſum'd 175 Re . 
you ſpeak in Riddles—— But if ever Pity 


N. ſway' d your Soul; let me — yo Madam, 
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Madam, to explain. I will (/ai ſhe) but you ſhall 
ſwear firſt by. every thing that's Holy, neyer to 
utter to EMANUELLA or any other Perſon what 
Lam about to ſpeak. I do (cry'd he) and may 
juſt Heaven renounce me when I break it. Know 
then (purſud ſhe) that you have been deceiy'd, 
detray d into a fictitious hope of marrying one 
who bas been long ſince, if Vows have any pow- 
er, another's Wie : My ſelf was preſent at the 
Ceremony ; but the unhappy Man was driven from 
her Arms, e'er Conſummation of their Loves. 
EMANUELLA has a Heart too ſenſible of the 
tender Paſſion to be long without an Object to 
inſpire it: in the ſhort Interval you happen'd to 
addreſs her, you know to what a Length her Ac- 
ceptation of thoſe Addreſſes has carried her 
She veil'd indeed her looſer Flame under a Promiſe 
of Marriage, which I have —_— told you was 
not in her power to make good: However it 
ſerved for a Pretence, believing (according to the 
Mutability which is imputed to your Sex) you 
would be well enough ſatisfied to decline yout Claim 
before the Return of the Ship — Her Expectati- 
ons there being croſt by your Conſtancy, and an 
Account ſhe has lately receiv'd of the ſudden Death 
of her Husband, and the Loſs of her Fortune, ob- 
liges her to act the artful Part, and ſeem to be 
averſe to what is moſt her Intereſt to win 
But now, my Lord! (continued ſhe with a well-conn- ' 
terſtired Concern) I am arrived to the blackeſt Point 
of all her Character, and what indeed induced me 
to lay open all the reſt — She has lately com- 
menc'd a ſhameful Converſation with a Perſon 
whoſe Name I know not; but whom if you had 
ever ſeen, you would with me acknowledge the 
Depravity of her Taſte But not to grow tedi- 


ous in a Relation which can afford you, but little 


Satistaction, ſhe now, tho” not till now, deſigns 
to be your Wife, and only waits your proteſting 
122 „ not 
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not to live without her, to engage her yielding to 
fave you from Deſpair. Hell firſt ſhall ſeize her 
(cry d che Count, tranſported with the utmoſt Fury) 
let her chuſe a Fiend from thence, the fitteſt Pa- 
ramour, and make the Wretch ſhe has choſe her 
Property, BERILLIA was in ſo much Rapture 
at the Succeſs of her Project, that it was very hard 
for her to counterfeit any longer the Concern ſhe 
had put on for the Baſeneſs of ſo near a Relation; 
and therefore having afreſh engag'd his Vows of 
Secrecy, told him a longer Stay might occaſion 
Suſpicion in EMANUELLA; and receiving a thou- 
Jand Thanks from him for her friendly Caution, 
took her leave, and went to EMANUELL A, With 
the Story ſhe had prepared for her. 
_ SHE found that unhappy Lady in the Poſture 
ſhe had left her, extended on the Floor, in the moſt 
cruel Storm of agonizing Grief, and deſperate Love; 
but it was not in the power of all her Sufferings to 
turn the Heart of this more than Barbarian ; and 
when ſhe ſaw her riſe to meet her, and heard her, 
with an Accent which might have melted a Heart 
of Adamant, enquire how twas her dear Em 1- 
Lius look d, what 'twas he ſaid, and a thouſand 
ſuch Queſtions, which her Tenderneſs ſuggeſted . 
ſhe ſat for ſome Moments without making any Re- 
ply, and when ſhe did, it was in this manner : I 
am infinitely troubled, ae; dear Couſin (/aid BE- 
'RILLIA) that you employ'd me in this Errand ; 
I know not what to do, whether to relate the Truth, 
or amuſe you with a Falſhood, be the moſt com- 
mendable: but ſummon all your Fortitude, arm 
your ſelf with Courage to diſdain the Baſeneſs, the 
groveling Diſpoſition of ſordid, ungrateful Man. Oh 
Heaven! (cry dEMANUELLA, ready to faint with 
 Apprehenſion) what means BERILL1A! what has 
_Emi1L1vs done! All that can compleat a Villain, 
. (anfeer'd ſhe) a moſt conſummate Villain! 
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TwWI co did the poor EMANUELLa ſwoon 
away,beforeBERILLIA explain'd her cruel Mean- 
ing; but being eager to add to her Affliction, as 
ſoon as ever he was in a Condition to liſten to 
what ſhe ſaid ; Ceaſe, deareſt Couſin (cry'd ſhe) 
to mourn; rather let generous Indignation fire 
your Breaſt, and arm you to diſdain not only the 
perfidious Count, but the whole Race of Man 
The cold, inſenſible, regardleſs Traytor, heard 
me with Tears recount. your Grief, and ſpeak 
what you endur'd in the Neceſſity of parting with 
him, with ſo unmov'd an Air, as tho? he were no 
Man, or were unskill'd in his Sex's Arts of Diſſi- 
mulation, At laſt he ſaid he pitied your Misfor- 
tune, twas very unhappy indeed for a young Lady 
to be without the means of keeping up the Gran- 
deur ſhe was born to — but that you muſt ſtudy 
Patience —— that doubtleſs a great many Ladies 
would be very willing to accept of you as a Com- 
and he hoped you would not want —— 
id me give his Service—— and tell you that he 
wiſh'd it were in his power to remedy your Miſ- 
fortunes, —— I had not Patience, but revenged the 
Contempt with all the 1 that a Woman's 
Tongue, made keen by the moſt inveterate Malice, 
could utter; but he appeared as unconcern'd at 
this, as at any thing elſe I had faid: and making 
towards the Door, would fain have left me to 
rail by my ſelf : but I detain'd him for ſome time, 
on purpoſe to vent the Fury 1 was poſſeſs'd of: 
but at length he broke from me, and left me al- 
moſt breathleſs with the Struggle. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, 
expecting what E MANUEL LA would reply; but 
what that Lady felt at ſo unexpected, ſo thocking 
a Relation, was too big for Words! ſilent the ſtor- 
my Paſſions rolled in = tortur'd Boſom, diſdain- 
ing the mean Eaſe of raging or complaining 
Lefore ſhe utter d the 
Icalt Syllable, and when ſhe did, ſhe R's to 
i | art 
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ſta:t as from ſome dreadful Dream, and ery'd, It 
is enough in knowing one, I know the whole 
deceiving Sex Nor will I be a ſecond time 
betray'd=— 1'1] hide me for ever from their Arts, 
their ſoothing Flatteries, their ſubtle Inſinuations— 
no more I'll hear, or ſee,. or think of Man | 
The beſt is baſe——EmMI1L1vs, EMILIius whom 
llov'd is baſe! Few Women but in ſuch 
a Circumſtance: would have writ, and upbraided 
the cruel Deſtroyer of their Peace; but E MAN u- 
BIIA's Soul diſdain'd thoſe Teſtimonies of conti- 
nued Weakneſs, which however bitter they may 
appear in the Expreſſion, the Meaning ſtill is Love; 
for the Indifferent give not themſelves the Pains, 
It was of this Sort ſhe now wiſh'd to be thought 
by ExiLius, and this Difpoſition help'd BE- 
X1LL1a'to keep any Diſcovery how much ſhe had 
injur'd him from her Ears. | 
= BEIN G determined never to be ſeen in Public 
more, . ſhe thought a monaſtick Life the ſafeſt and 
moſt convenient Retirement from the World; and 
communicating her Intentions to Don JaBiN 
and his Wife, (letting them know no other, than 
that it was the loſs of her Fortune which had made 
her of this Mind) they ſeem'd to think it the moſt 
prudent Method ſhe could uſe ; and the very next 
Day, without any other Conſideration than the 
flying from a World in which ſhe believ'd it an 
Impoſſibility ever to be happy, went into a Nun- 
nery of Pourclairs, 3 choice of that Order, 
as being the ſevereſt; reſolving to puniſh her eaſy 
Belief, and the Condeſcenſion ſhe had made to 
EMuII Tus, in as rigid a manner as was poſlible. 
He, who after he had left BERII IIA, and began 
deliberately to weigh what had been told him, 
found it very difficult to believe it; and tho' he 
could not imagine for what Reaſon that young 
Lady, who had ſo much befriended: him in the 


beginning of his Amour, ſhould invent Stories ſo 
9 ä much 
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much to the prejudice of a Relation who lov'd 
her, only to break off a Correſpondence with him; 
yet he was ſometimes about to write to EMANU- 


EI LA in ſuch a manner, as without Breach of the 


Vow he had made to BEAII IIA, would have 
given him ſome light into the Truth: But the 


. Conſideration, that if ſhe was not guiley in the 
manner ſhe was accuſed, yet that the 8 


ip in which 
her Effects were, was loſt, was paſt all doubt; and 
that to a young Nobleman, full of Ambition, and 
the love of Grandeur, was ſufficient to abate the 
Vigour of his other Paſſion : Beſide, he had al- 
ready enjoy'd her; and where is the Man who 
dies for a repeated Poſſeſſion ? He therefore 
forbore to examine any farther into the Truth of 
the Affair; and tho“ he had ſome melancholy Re- 
flection for a while, yet the natural Gaiety of his 
Humour diverted them from doing him any great 


Prejudice. 


THz malicious B&RILL 14 triumph'd in ha- 
ving remoy'd a Perſon whoſe ſuperior Graces 


rendred her's unobſervable, and revell'd in the 


continued Poſſeſſion of the Man ſhe loy'd without 
danger of Reproof, EMANUELL A was the only 
unhappy Perfon; and it was neither in the power 
of Time, Abſence, Philoſophy, or Religion, to 
obliterate the Memory of EMAIL I Vs, or aſſuage 
her Sorrows. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 


 THB 
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Untimely Diſcovery. 


PART Il. 4 


HE Paſhon which the Count had 
profeſs'd forEMANUELL a, was too 
ſincere to be eaſily thrown off; and 

gg tho' in his Circumſtances, it was 

4 wholly improper he ſhould marry 

without a Fortune; yet he could 
not reſolve to quit her without the utmoſt Relu- 

&tance——The firſt Storm of Indignation which 

the malicious BERILLI A had raiſed in his Soul, was 

no ſooner over, than a great part of his former 

Tenderneſs return'd. He conſider'd that what he 

had heard was ſo inconſiſtent with her Character, 

and with her Behaviour, that had it come from 
the Mouth of any other Perſon, it would not have 
found the leaſt room in his Belief. Nor could he 
even from her ſet it down for Truth, in ſpite of 


the Improbability there appeared, that ſhe _ 
. ave 
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have any Deſign in deceiving him into an ill Opi- 


nion of a Woman, whom he knew ſhe had Rea- 
ſon to Efteem— This Diviſion in his Thoughts, 
made him for ſome Days ſufficiently diſquieted. 


Nor was he a little amaz'd, and aſarm'd, when 


he was told that ſhe was retir'd into a Monaſtery 
This Proceeding, he thought vaſtly incongruous 
with the Account BERILL x 4 had given him of her 
Humour ; and he was at the greateſt loſs in the 


World what Judgment to form—Fain would he 


have writ — fain would he have made her a Viſit 


at the Grate of the Pourclairs; but the Promiſe her 
Couſin had exacted from him, deferr'd him on 


the one ſide; and on the other, the Reflection 
that, in caſe ſhe ſhould be found innocent, he 
ſhould be obliged to renew thoſe Pretenſions, 
which, as ſhe now was, were no ways comforma- 
ble to his Ambition — However, he could not 
reſtrain his' Inclinations, which were yet very 
tender to her, and, perhaps, might in time haye 


weighed down Intereſt, if a Chance had not hap- 
pened in his Affairs, which turn'd the Balance, 


and proy'd how little Dependance there is on Man, 


when Love and Gratitude are the only Motives to 
engage his Conſtancy, 


E was one Morning in his Bed full of uneaſy 


and . Meditations, when his Servant 


brought 


im a Letter, in which he found theſe 
Lines: | 


To Count EMiL1vus. 


W you have wronged me in the moſt tender 
1 Part, I make ne more doubt of, than that you 
are a Man of Honour enough to endeavour a De. 


fence of what you have done. I deſire therefore that 


you will meet me an Hour hence in the Field of 


St. Cruzada, either to repair the Injuries you have 


44 done 
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done me by your Tife, or by depriving me of mine, put 


an end to the juſt Reſentment of © 
- Ocravto. 


Tur Surprize with which EM II Ius read this 
Challenge, was proportionable to the Occaſion. 
He could not imagine for which of his Actions he 
ſhould be call'd to account by a Gentleman whom 
he had ſcarce any knowledge of; whom he had 
not ſeen above two or three times, and whom he 
never had any —— Converſation with: Zut 
bethinking himſelf what a Man of Honour ought 
to do in ſuch a Caſe, he ask'd if the Perſon who 

ht the Letter waited for an Anſwer; and 
being told that he did, he call'd for Pen and Ink, 
and immediately return'd one in this manner: 


| To Don O C T AVIO. 


1 Should be very ſorry fo be guilty of an Injury to 


any one; and am certain it is as diſtant from my 


Power as Inclination, to have done any thing to you, 
which cou d juſtly occaſion a Summons of the Nature 
1 have received: But ſince I am actusd of it, am 
ready to give you ſuch Satisfaftion as becomes a Gen- 
tleman; and to that end will attend you at that Time 
and Place appointed; being no beſs deſirous to know 
the Reaſon which has made you my Enemy, than 
you are to declare yourſelf one to 

| EMILIUs. 


H E had no ſooner diſpatch'd this, than he roſe, 
and making what haſte he could to dreſs, was in 
the Field little later than his Antagoniſt ; whom, 
as he came near, he found had his Sword ready 
drawn, which oblig'd him to put himſelf alſo in a 
Poſture of Defence : But being unwilling to fight, 
without knowing for what Cauſe — You — 
5. . CT As 
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had regain 
it. But as his Surprize vaniſh'd, Indignation kinds 
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OcTavio! ſaid he, I have obey'd your Sum- 
mons; but as I am yet unacquainted with the 
Motive which induc'd you to ſend it, I defire you 
will be juſt enough to inform me, before we en- 
gage. You feign an Ignorance 8 0s 
ther fiercely) tis impoſſible you ſhould not know, 
that Rivalſhip in Love is what the Spaniſh Honour 
cannot brook; _—— Were the adorableJur ra leſs 
worthy of my Paſſion, the long Addreſſes I have 
made her would ſcorn to yield to any new Pre- 
tender — therefore, defend the Wrong you have 
had the Boldneſs to attempt, or — fall the 
unworthy Victim of impatient Jealouſy. | 

TuüssR Words, and the Name of Tor 1a, ſo 
much ſurpriz'd the Count, that he could neither 
anſwer them immediately, nor recolle& himſelf 
enough to parry the Thruſt with which they were 
accompany'd, and he receiv'd a flight Wound in 
the Arm, and was very near ſuffering a ſecond, 
ina place, 2 more dangerous, before he 

d Preſence enough of Mind to ayoil 


led in his Soul, and he ſoon let the other know it 
was not Fear which had rendred him thus long un- 
active; the Smart of the Wound rais'd him to an 
equal Fury, and he forbore endeavouring to con- 
vince the raſh Octavio of his Miſtake, till he 
had puniſh'd his Unadviſedneſs. Being an excel- 
lent Maſter of his Sword, he not only return'd 
doubly the Wound he had receiv'd, but by dif- 
arming him, rendered him incapable of giving 
more; but his Rage diminiſhing with his Adver- 
mon Power, he generouſly return'd his Weapon, 
deſiring ſtill they might be Friends, and that he 
would explain what twas he meant by Rivalſhip, 
and Juri; aſſuring him, that he had no deſign 
on any Lady of that Name. Ocravro, tho“ 
he had too much Honour to renew the Combat 
with a Perſon whoſe Power it ſo lately had been 
2 to 
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to have taken his Life, gave him a Look which 


ſufficiently demonſtrated the continued Rancour 
of his Heart, and only telling him, that he knew 


JuL14a too well to believe ſhe cou'd love a Man 


without being firſt belov'd by him, flung ſullenly 
away, leaving EMIL1us in a greater Conſterna- 
tion, than his Behaviour had put him in before, 
He cou'd by no means comprehend the meaning 
of this Adventure, nor from what Source the Jea- 
louſy of Octavio had ſprung, He had heard 
much Talk of a Lady call'd JuL1a; but he had 
never ſeen her, nor was he certain it was for her 
ſake all this had happened : but from that Moment 
he received a ſecret Wiſh, that he were indeed 
happy enough to be in that Lady's favour, whom 
he had heard ſpoke of as one of the greateſt For- 
tunes in Madrid, and a celebrated Beauty. The 
bare Conjecture that there was a poſſibility that 
ſhe might have ſeen and liked him, went a great 
way towards the expelling his Paſſion. for a Wo- 
man he had already enjoy'd, and who now no lon- 
* had it in her Power to conduce to the Grati- 
Day in Enquiries what ſort of a Woman this ] v- 
L 14 was, how large her Fortune, and who they 
were that had made Pretenſions to her ; and from 
all Hands receiv'd ſuch Accounts, as fill'd him 
wich ardent Longings, that OcTavio's Jea- 
louſy might haye ſomething more in it than an 
imaginary Cauſe, He was told by ſome, who 
ſeem'd to know a good deal of her Affairs, that 
that Gentleman had for a long time profeſs'd him- 
ſelf her Lover, but he had of late been deny'd 
the Privilege of vifiting her, tho' for what reaſon, 
was yet a Secret; and theſe Tidings half con- 
firm'd the pleas'd Emri1vs, that he was more bleſt 
than he cou'd have imagin d. 

. Bur, as to inform himſelf as much as poſſible 
r 
Tal ight 


cation of his Ambition. — He ſpent that whole 
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Night was employ'd in Contrivances how to make 
the beſt Advantage of what had been told. He had 
found out where ſhe liv'd, and alſo that being an 
Orphan, the Riches ſhe was poſſeſs'd of were en- 
tirely at her own Diſpoſe ; and nothing he thought 
now remained for him to do, but to form ſome 
pretty Stratagem, whereby he might become ac- 
quainted with her, without appearing guilty of a 
Boldneſs which might forfeit all the Kindneſs ſhe 
had for him. Few Men had been more fortunate 
in Inventions of this Nature than himſelf; and 
tis ſcarce to be doubted, but that he would ſoon 
haye found one plauſible enough for his purpoſe, 
if he had not been ſpar'd the pains, by receiving 
in the Morning a Billet of a far different kind than 
that which had been brought him the Day before. 
The Contents of it were theſe, | 


To Count EMIL1vs. 


INCE ue are taught, that of two Evils "tis 
8 beſt to chuſe the leaſt; to avoid being guilty of 
Ingratitude, I am. oblig'd to break through the Deco» 
rum of my Sex, by writing to a Gentleman, to who 
believe, 1am altogether a Stranger, TIL - 
For the Wound you have received on my account, 
I can do no leſs in Honour than apply a Balſam ;. to 
which end, 1 ſend you the moſt experienc'd Artiſt in 
this Kingdom: And if the Puniſhment of the Of- 
fender may be any Reparation for the Offence, giv 
you my ſolemn Promiſe the raſh Octavio hal 
dearly repent his Inſolence, if I have any of that 
Power over him. he pretends. 
And tho ſuch an Invitation may be thought tos 
great a Freedom, I ſhall be glad to make you ſenſible 
by Word of Mouth, as ſoon as you are in a Condition 
o come abroad, how much I regret the Injury has 
been done you. If a Perſon, ſo litile qualified to mo- 
> nit 


' 


24 Nonnen * 
66 De RASNHRESOLVE: OJ, 
rit your Converſation, has hitherto eſcap'd your No- 
tice, the Meſſenger, who brings this, can inform you 
where you may know more of the Sentiments of 
| g h me Juri. 


Ar TEx having mention'd the Inquietudes he 
vas in, to find a proper Method to introduce him- 
Far to this Lady, twould be needleſs to expreſs 
the Pleaſure this Letter gave him, He comman- 
ded that the Perſon who brought it ſhou'd be 
thew'd up into his Chamber; and finding he ap- 
E25 ike a Gentleman, uſed him in the moſt 

andſome manner imaginable. The other ſoon 
inform'd him, that he was a Surgeon, and that he 
was order'd by Donna JuLiadeVENELLI to 
attend him with all poſlible diligence till his Wound 
was cur d. And tho' the Count afſur'd him it was 
but a Scratch, and unworthy his Regard, yet he 
wou'd needs apply a Plaiſter to it; and pulling 
out of his Pocket a Scarf made of Silver Gauſe, 
and curiouſly embroider'd with Crimſon and 
Green, and a Locket to faſten it together, which 
had a Cypher in it with the Letters of her Name 
ſet Na with Diamonds of a very great Value, 
told him, ſhe had ſent him that to bind his Arm. 
A Man of leſs Gallantry, and lefs Inclination to 
be well in the Eſteem of ſuch a Lady as Donna 
| For 14, would ſcarce have refus'd ſo obliging a 
Preſent; and it is eaſy to imagine, that he ſuffer'd 
it to be put on With a Pleaſure ſuitable to the Fa- 
vour of the Sender. He intreated him to ſtay, 
and order'd a genteel Morning Repaſt to be got 
ready, While he witharew to his Cloſet to an- 
{wer the welcome Billec, which he. did in theſe 
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To the moſt Excellent Donna 
JvuLia de VENELLI. | 


R HURT fo tei as that which- I received 
A from the Hand of Don Oc TAI OSeguir'd nt 
a Balſam of that Divine Natare- your Goodneſs has 
beſtow'd, == You rather, Madam! ſhould have re- 
ſerv'd your Pity for thoſe Wounds the Fame of your 
Accompliſhments has already made but too deep, and 
which (1 had almoſt. ſaid I fear) your Eyes will ren- 
der incurable,.. but by Death, or a Condeſcenſion, ſuch- 


as "told be. the utmoſt Vanity to hope Bae 


whatever Deſtiny. you inflift, cannot but be glork 
dus; and certainly, the next Bleſſing to the Heaven 
4 living in your Favour, would be dying in the Pur- 
uit of it. Wk 
I wear,. moſs angelith of your Sex ! tht: juſteſt. 
Senſe of your unmerited Favours at my Heart, ant 
your admirable Scarf on my Arm; which tho" it in- 
Fuſes not Pains of the ſame Nature as thoſe of Her- 
cules's Shirt, will differ but little in their Conſe- 
F ever you ſhould diſcontinue to allow me 
the Effects of that Infinity of Mere you ſerm nt pro- 
Privilege ' of ... 


| The Divine Jr | 
| 2 B Au TU. | 
p. 3; | "WW 
If the Sword of O'c T xv to had emptied my Veins 
of the beſt part of their Blood, that Tide of Extaſy. 
you have inſpired me with, wonld fill them up again, 
and yive-anobler Life, aud added Vigonr, to bear 
/ 


—— 
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me to your Feet with humbleſt Gratitude and ſubli- 
meſs Joys. Delay then my impatient Wiſhes no lon- 


„this Day permit me to offer ap my Soul, an Ob. 


tion worthy of your Acceptation, no otherwiſe than 


. by its Sincerity. 


Tus Surgeon, who eaſily gueſs'd at the 


Lady's 2 who had ſent him, went away 


ee pleaſed that he ſhould be able to give 
ran Account of EM1Livs's Behaviour, which 
he knew would be ſo much to her Satisfaction. 
And the Count extreamly lifted up at this unex- 
pected Turn of good Fortune, forgot every thin 

4 the Contemplation of the Advantages he ſhoul 

enjoy in marrying a Woman of Donna Jr 1a's 
Quality and Eſtate ; which that it was in his power 


to do, he might very well ſuppoſe, when ſhe had 


made him ſuch Advances. It is not to be doubted 
but that he took all poſſible Care in the dreſſin 

himſelf that Day, to ſecure the Conqueſt he h 4 
gain'd; and having no Orders to make a Secret 
of his Viſit to her, he went into bis Chariot at- 
tended by two running Footmen, and four others 
all-in rich Liveries — But alas! there. needed not 
all this Pomp to engage the already enamour'd 


 -JULIA 2 She had for a long time been the Slave 


ef Love; ſhe ador'd the charming Count from the 
firſt Moment ſhe beheld him, which happen'd to 


be at Church ſoon after his Arrival; and after 
many fruitleſs Endeavours to become acquainted 


with him, and hearing of his ay, with 


EMANUELL A, ſhefell into a Melancholy, which 
had like to have coſt her her Life Don Oc a- 
vio had made his Addreſſes to her for many 
Months, and at firſt flatter'd himſelf with hopes 
of Succeſs ; but perceiving a fudden Alteration in 
her Humour, immediately imagined it to proceed 
from the Love of ſome other Petſon : And not 


able to diſcover any thing of the Truth, he « — 
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found means by bribing a Prieſt (for what will 
not Gold influence the Minds of ſome People to!) 
to get into the Confeſlional Chair at the time 

5 when ſhe was to come to confeſs; and by tel- 

| ling her that her Mclancholy, if - not cauſed .by 

ſome ſpiritual Remorſe for any Faults ſhe might 

have been guilty of, was ſinful; and if ſhe did 

not disburd en herſelf to her ghoſtly Father, and 

endeavour by Works of Penance to merit Abſolu- 
tion, ber Caſe was more deſperate than ſne was 
aware of; frigbted her ſo, being naturally pretty 
much bigotted to the keligion ſhe had been edu- 
cated in, that ſhe preſently confeſs'd ſhe was in 

Love. With whom ? (cry'd aut the pretended Fa- 

ther) for if it be a Perſon; worthy of you, 1 will 

undertake, to make you happy with him. To 

which again ſhe as innocently as before anſwer d, 

EMIL Ius, a Roman Count lately arriv'd at Ma- 

drid She had ſaid more, but the Lover could 

no longer counterfeit the Prieſt; he threw off his 

Diſguiſe, and ſhowing himſelf to be OcTavio, 

upbraided her Ingratitude and Falſhood, as he 

term'd it, and vow'd Revenge on his happy Ri- 
val It was in vain ſhe endeavour'd to deter 
him, by threatning him with thoſe Penalties the 

Law inflicts on all who. dare to prophane the Sa- 

crament of Confeſſion in the manner he had done. 

His Rage was deaf to to all Conſiderations, either 

of himſelf, or the Prieſt who had aſſiſted him in 

this Stratagem; and he left her in the Church, 
to ruminate on What had happen'd, while he 
went and prepared a Challenge for EuiL Ius, as 
has been befor® related It is not to be ſuppoſed 
but ſhe had Spies to, obſerve his Motions; but 
bs were either too careleſs of the Injunction 
laid on them, or too late to prevent him from 
fighting with the Count: But they brought her In- 
telligence of all that had happen'd; and ſince 
there was no Miſchiet on either Side, ſhe _ _ 
Aut a ltle 
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4 little contented that ſhe had ſo a Pretence 
to write to EM1L1US. Nor after the had received 
his Anſwer, can we imagine ſhe was leſs diligent 
in making herſelf appear as amiable as po ible, 
than he had been. Not only her own Perfon, but 
her Houſe and no wow —_ N the 
beſt Advantage, and every thing ſeem'd ſo rich, 
for fine, ſo neat, that by the rhe was uſed in 
making it ſo, the expected Gueſt might eaſily per- 
ceive how welcome a one he was. Lies 
Tn mutual Deſire each had to pleaſe the other, 
very much heighten'd the Graces of them both 
Jour I had a Face and Shape to which Nature 
had been ſo extreamly indulgent, that ſhe ſtood 
but little in need of any Aids from Art; but ha- 
ving had Recourſe to all that even the moſt cu- 
rious had invented, joined to the Pleaſure which 
— in her Eyes, at ſight of an Object ſhe had 
o long and ſo ardently languiſh'd to behold; her 
Beauty appeared with ſuch an Illuſtration, as re- 
quir'd a Heart better fortified with Conſtancy than 
was that of EMIL1Ivus to withſtand its Charms. 
And tho* as handſome as ſhe was, ſhe was by ma- 
ny degrees far leſs attractive than the abandon'd 
EMANUELLA; yet he imagined her infinite 
more ſo O the Enchantments of Norary 
the Delights there are in having ſomething to ſub- 
due the pleaſing Fears —the ſweet 
Hopes, ——the tender Anxieties the thouſand 
nameleſs, ſoft Perplexities which fill the roving 
Soul of Man when in purſuit of a neu Conqueſt ! 
but after Poſſeſſion. are no more remembred —— 
Then cal Civiluy ſucceeds — ps "Tranſport 
When preſent, forc'd Compliments ſupply the place 
af Ardor; when abſent, eursd 22 that of 
impatient Long ing: and dull inſipid Gratitude 
is all the yielding Fair can hope for, even from the 
beſt of Men. EN IIIUS now thought he had 
never ſeen any thing ſo lovely- as JUL IA, and 
81735 i imme- 
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immediately became ,polle(s'd with as much real 
Paſſion for her, as 4 Heart could be, ſo liable to 
Mutability as his was, Love and Wit inſpir'd him 
with a thouſand engaging Softneſſes, which ſhe, 
eager to credit what Ihe wiſh'd, beliey'd; and tho 
ſhe had heard a vaſt deal of his Pretenſions to 
MANUEL TA, ſhe now imagined him ſo intir 
ts: own, that it neyer would he in the power of 
any other Face to make the leaſt, Alteration in his 
Sentiments to her diſadvantage She loy'd with 


too ſincere and : paſſionate a Flame to be able to 


diſguiſe it; and what ſhe confeſs'd not in Wor 
her Eyes ſufficiently infarm'd him, and he rea 
all the Satisfaction he could hope from this 3 
Viſit——— He had her Leave to declare, himſelf 
her Servant —— She promiſed to diſcharge all o- 
thers that pretended to that Title —— and let kim 
know enough of her Inclinations to ſooth Imagi 
nation with a belief ſhe would in a ſhort time = 
brought to yield to all he wiſh'd-— Reſolving by 
his Adult) to render himſelf worthy of the Fa- 
yours he had receiv'd, he waited, on her every day, 
and they were ſcarce ever aſunder but in thoſe 
Hours which Decency required. 
THERE Was nothing of this Affair a Secret 
the Jealouſy ef Oc Tay1o, the publick Viſits of 
EMILivs, and the andierabled Condeſcenſions 
of the Lady, engrolſs'd the whole Diſcourſe of the 
Town. But what became of EMANUELLA when 
ſhe ſheard this News, to whom the ill-natur'd BE. 
III IA immediately conyey'd it in the worlt and 
moſt diſtractin Delcrigtign her Malice could in- 
vent! She. doulted not of his Coldpeſs and In, 
atitude. before, hy the implicit Faith ſhe, put in 
hat Wretch who had ſo cruelly betray'd her; but 
now to be told, to be aſſur H, with a Million, of 
aggravating Cifcumſtance, that he profer'd to ano- 
ther all thoſe Soul- attractiug Proteſtations by which. 
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in poſſeſſion of all thoſe Tenderneſſes —-- thoſe. 
ſoſt Endearments—thoſe tranſporting Fondneſſes 
that once ſhe thought were her's for ever, gave 
her Agonies, too terrible to be coriceiy'd but 
by thoſe who have felt the ſame : Yet, in ſpite of 
all ſhe endur d, ſhe till maintaining her Reſolu- 
tion, of nevec ſeeing or writing to him more, firm 
and unſhaken; and the more ſhe heard of his 
- Perfidiouſnieſs, the more ſhe thought it beneath 
her to take notice of it. r 
Bur while the was indulging her Deſpair for 
the many Misfortunes Which bad already befallen 
ber, Don JaBIix, and his Lady, who were ex- 
treamly ſincere in their Profeſſions of Friendſhip 
to her, were labouring all they could for her Ser- 
vice. They had a very great Intereſt with the 
Chief of the "Nobility, and were ſo induſtrious 
in exerting it, that the Caſe of this diftreſs'd Lady 
being repreſented to his Majeſty's Conſideration 
in terms the moſt preyailing, engag'd him to com- 
mand that Don PEBDRO, who was yet at Madrid, 
ſnhould out of his own Eſtate make up ſome part 
of the Loſſes ſhe had ſuſtained; which tho* hap- 
ning by the-uncertainty of che Sea, were prima- 
tily octaſioned by him, in refuſing to bring over 
her Effects in a more favourable Seaſon, The 
avaricious old Monſter had no way to avoid this 
Decree ; and the Grief of being obliged to obey it, 
together with the Stings he feſt in his Conſcience 
for the many Crimes he had been guilty of, threw 
him a ſecond time into a Fit of raging Mad- 
neſs, of which in a few Weeks he fied un- 
itied by the whole World. The Proviſion which * 
y the King's Order he had made for Eu Au- 1 


EEL#, gave ber kind. Relations hope, that they ce. 
ſhould” have her among them again, and they 11 
omitted no Perſuaſions, that ſhe would quit that 5 


auſtere Lite, and return to the World again ; but ch. 
ſhe bad Grieſs which were not in Compaſs of 12 
* 4 ; £8 their bk 
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their power, to remedy, ſhe could not endure to 
think of living where there was the leaſt Proba- 
bility of ſeeing the falſe EMIL Ius; and all that 
was ſaid to move her to the contrary, was no more 
than throwing Water againſt the Wind. Don 
JABIN and his Wife were both of them extreamly 
troubled, that all they had done for her was in- 
effectual to reſtore her to her former Chearful- 
neſs ; but perceiving that their Endeayours to dif- 
ſuade her from a monaſtick Life, ſerv'd only to 
increaſe her Obſtinacy of perſiſting in it; they at 
length gave her oyer, not without a Belief that 
the Severities of that Order ſhe had an Intention 
to embrace, would oblige her to change her Mind 
long before her Year of Probation was expired; 
and that ſhe would in a little time be as impatient 
to quit the Conyent, as now ſhe appeared at being 
perſuaded to it. 

THESE good People were not deceived in 
their Conje&ures ; they ſoon ſaw the Effect they 
oueſſed, though longer ignorant of the Cauſe, — 
In a much leſs ſpace of time than they imagined, 
EMANUELLA Indeed wiſh'd her ſelf in any Place, 
rather than that in which ſhe was; but the Mo- 
tive which induc'd her to that Deſire, nay, inforc'd 
her to a Neceſſity of it, was of a nature ſo ſhock- 
ng, ſo terrible to be born, that it requires a Pen 
infinitely more skill'd in Deſcription than mine, 
to repreſent a Condition of ſo conſummate a 
Miſery. | 

I T was not many Weeks ſince ſhe had been 
among the Pourclairs, and in that time had not fo 
much as once thought of the Conſequence, which 
in all probability might attend the guilty Condeſ- 
cenſions, her Exceſs of Paſſion had yielded to E u- 
LIUsS : But now the Hour was come which was 
to make her know, that all ſhe had endur'd from 


the Cruelty of Don Pt d K 0o=— from the Loſs of 


her Fortune — from the Ingratitude and Falſhood 
VOL. IV. NS of 
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ot the Man ſhe lov'd, were trifling Woes in com- 
| petition with thoſe in ftore for her 

— ſhe was now deſtined to go through all that 
can be conceived of Shame—— of Miſery of 
Horror— in fine, ſhe found herſelf with Child! 
with Child without a Husband ! —— with Child by 


a Man who ſhe had heard from all hands was go. | 


ing to be married to another! — and what was 
yet worſe, by a Man whom ſhe accounted the vileſt, 
and moſt perfidious of bis Sex ! — What Words. 
nay, what Imagination can paint our her Diſtreſs 
as it deſeryes! She was infinitely more wretch- 
ed than any other Woman would have been in 


the like Circumſtances, by the Addition of a ſupe- 


rior Underſtanding —— and the Greatneſs of her 
Spirit, and that Fortitude which had ſo well ena- 
bled her to bear all other Misfortunes, ſery'd her 
but ro encreaſe the Miſery of her Condition, and 
prevent her from ſtooping to thoſe Meaſures by 
which ſhe alone could hope to ſecure her Reputa- 
tion, and ſcreen what had happen'd from the 
Knowledge of a cenſorious and unpitying World, 
Had ſhe now written to the Coli, there was a 
Poſſibility, that in ſpite of his new Paſſion for 
Donna  JuL1a, all might have been well; his 
former Tenderneſs on the Eclairciſment of her 
Innocence, and the Treachery of. BERIII II, 
might, perhaps have return'd.: Or if not 7, which 
indeed after Enjoyment could not be much ex- 

ected; yet Honour and Gratitude would at leaſt 
3 obliged him to protect and ſupport her in 
thoſe Miſeries, to which ber Love for him had 
reduc'd her: But this was an Expedient ſhe could 
not bear even to think on; and as often as it came 
into her Mind, ſhe would reject it with all the 
Contempt imaginable What (aid ſhe) ſhall 


1 deſcend to ask a Favour from the Man to 
Whom I owe my Ruin ? ——'Shall 1, forgetful 
of my, Wrongs, ſubmit to be obliged to that curſed 
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Villain: that inſolent Diſdainer of my Truth 
and Tenderneſs ? No, rather let me ſuffer all the 
Plagues that Heaven can inflict, or Neſn endure — 
Let me be driven to Want, to Beggary — expoſed 
to publick Infamy, the Sport of every Slave 
or tarrying here, be buried quick — it will be a 
leſs Shock — leſs Horror than an Obligation to 
that intolerable Fiend ! — the hated, loath'd EM- 
Livs! Thus did the Haughtineſs of her Soul, and 


fatal Conſciouſneſs, how little ſhe had deſerved the 


Treatment ſhe had found, ſuggeſt. Nor was her 
Reſentment leſs pernicious to her than her Modeſty, 
for as the one prevented her from making any 
Diſcoyery to the Count, ſo did the other alſo de- 
prive her of the Power of uttering the leaſt Hint 
of this Affair to Don JABIN or his Lady. B E- 
KIL IIA Was the only Perſon to whom ſhe could 
perſuade herſelfto reveal it: but Heaven had by this 


time began to inflict on that falſe Creature ſome part 
of the b 


uniſhments her baſe Actions merited ; her 
criminal Amour had by ſome means come to her 
Father's knowledge, and he had ſent her under the 
care of an old Servant into the Country, far from 
Madrid, and the Converſation of her Lover; tho" 
had ſhe been in the way of being intruſted, tis 
little probable the would have been of any ſervice: 
But EM AN EL LA, who ſuſpeRed not her Perfidy, 
received a conſiderable Addition to her Sorrows, 
by being told. ſhe was gone, Pity is a prodigi- 
ous Alleviator of Affliction, the moſt-yiolent Grief 
finds ſome Eaſe in complaining ; but when our 
Woes are of a nature as will not admit reyealing, 


Wit 
bringing on Death or Diſtraction, Nothing was 
ever more deſerving wonder,than that this wretched 
Lady did not Jay violent hands on her own Kifez 
but tho* ſhe wiſn ' d to die, ſhe forbore being guilty 
of that Act of Horror: Whenever the Contuſion 


an” prey on our very Vitals, waſte the Spirits 
unintermitting Anguiſh ! and ſeldom fail f 
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of her Thoughts permitted her the power of Con- 
lideration, ſhe would begin to caſt about what 
Courſe to take; but then the Impoſſibility there 
ſeem' d of her being able to find any, whereby ſhe 
might conceal her Shame,” plunged her afreſh into 
Diſorders, which at ſome times were very little 
different from Madneſs. The Cruelties ſhe in- 
flicted on herſelf in private, ſuch as tearing her Hair 
and -Fleſh, faſting, paſſing whole Nights together 
on the Floor; and inſtead of Reſt, grving her ſelf 
wholly up to the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul, would be 
too tedious, and too melancholy an Account! How 
terribly ſhe was abandon'd to Deſpair; and how 
little the regarded what might befall her, is evi- 


dent, when the Effects of her now dearly: repent. | 


ed Paſſion, began to grow too great for Conceal. 
ment. Taking the Opportunity of the Nunnery 
being on ſome Occaſion open, ſhe went out in 
the Habit ſhe was in, without having taken any 
thought where to go, or to whom ſhe ſhoüld a 

ply ; it was pretty late in the Evening, and the 
Dusk favour'd her from being taken any notice of; 


till coming into a great Street where were many 


Paſſengers, the ſight of them at a diſtance gave 
her ſo much of Thought, as to be apprehenſive 
of being ſeen, and known; the Cathedral Church 
therefore of our Lady being near, ſhe ſtepped into 
the Porch, and ſitting down in a corner of it, by 
that means conceal'd herielf from the Obſervation 
of any body: But what avail'd it, that when the 
Darkneſs coming on, the Streets were intirely 
free, ſhe could direct her — to no Place, but 
where either Shame, or the height of her Spirit 
would not ſuffer her to go: yet ſtill keeping up 
her Reſolution, that whatever became of her, and 
whatever ſhould be the Conſequence of her wan- 
dering, ſne never would conſent to receive the 
ſmalleſt Shelter or Protection from the ungrateful 
Ext rus; ſhe left her Covert, and began her Journey, 
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tho' ſhe was inſenſible where ſhe went, and wholly 
incapable of deſigning any thing: Chance therefore 
it was which guided her to that part of the Town 


which led into the great Road to a Village called 


Aine : The Knowledge where ſhe now was, for 
being unaccuſtomed to walk, made her but little 
acquainted with the Streets, gave her a kind of a 
ſullen Satisfaction; ſhe car'd not whither ſhe went, 
ſo ſhe went out of Madrid; and the force of that 
Deſire, ſtrengthen'd her to get a good way from 
it, before ſhe found herſelf incapable of going 


farther: But at laſt, Wearineſs and Fainenefs got 


the better of Inclination ; ſhe could no longer 
| wry her Pilgrimage, and was conſtrained to lie 
own to take ſuch Reſt as ſhe could in the 
High-way —— To add to her preſent Hardſhip, 
which conſidering the Condition ſhe was in, was 
ſuch as no Woman but herſelf, perhaps, ever 
ſuſtained with Life; it began to rain ſo exceſſively, 
that in a very few Minutes ſhe was wet to the Skin; 


the Shower was ſucceeded by a Storm of Wind, 
and ſuch dreadful Claps of Thunder, as might have 


ſtruck the moſt couragious Heart with Dread 


ut not all the Horrors of this Hurricane, made 


more terrible by the darkneſs of the Night, and 
the forlorn Silence of the Place Not all ſhe 
endur'd from its Fury, had the power to make 
her recede from that Reſolution ſhe had form'd, 
or wiſh for Shelter from Eur LIus. But in the 
midſt of this diſmal Scene, Fortune ſeem'd to offer 
ber a Gleam of Comfort, as ſhe was lying, her 
tender Limbs expoſed to all the Rage of the unpi- 
tying Elements, and pouring forth Tears almoſt 
as faſt as the Sky did Rain ; ſhe perceiv'd, when 
the leaſt expetted it, a Light which ſeem'd to 
be in a Houſe not far off, She had ſo-much of 
Self- Preſervation left, as to endeayour to make up 
to it, which with much ado, numb'd and faint as 
as ſhe was, ſhe did at laſt; ſhe found it as ſhe 

| | wilh'd, 
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wiſh'd, a little Cottage, for had it been any other, 
ſhe would rather have continued as ſhe was, than 
gone to ask Relief where there was a Probability 
of being known. The poor good Woman of it, 
who was fitting up tending a ſick Child, receiv'd 
ber with as much Hoſpitality as the Place and her 
Circumſtances would afford: She pluck'd off her 
. wet Clothes, and gave her a Gown of her own 
to put on, made a Fire, and brought her the beſt 
Refreſhments ſhe had. But alas ! the diſconten- 
ted EMANUELLA was little capable of taſting any; 
which her kind Hoſteſs perceiving, and gueſſing by 
her Garb and Mien that ſhe was a Perſon little ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch Hardſhips, intreated to know 
what had occaſioned her travelling alone on foot, 
and at ſuch a dreadful Hour and Seaſon. This En- 
quiry threw her unha PF Gueſt into ſuch Returns 
of 'over-preſling Grief, that it was a long time be- 
fore ſhe could make any Anſwer ;-but when ſhe 
bad enough recovered herſelf to do it, ſhe told her 
the truth of her having made her Eſcape from the 
Monaſtery, only concealing the Reaſons why ſhe 
did ſo, and her Name: But the Woman having 
had many Children herſelf, ſuſpected the former, 
and pitied her extreamly ; ſhe would fain have 
perſuaded her to go to Bed, but the other would 
not conſent; and only throwing herſelf croſs it, 
ſhe paſs d the remainder of the Night in moſt bit- 
ter Lamentations. When Morning came, ſhe begg'd 
that ſhe might have thoſe Clothes which had been 
lent her, believing it might ſerve as a ſufficient Diſ- 
iſe, it by any Accident ſhe ſhould be ſeen by an 

it knew her; and told the Woman, ſhe ſhou 
not only haye hers in Exchange, but dme Money 
to boot. To which the other willingly. con- 
ſented, not only becauſe of her own Profit, but 
alſo that believing ſhe was about to proſecute a 
2E in which ſhe might be purſued, they — 
of ſeryice to her. Our unfortunate „ 
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felt as much Pleaſere at this Opportunity of tranſ- 
mographying herſelf, as was conſiſtent with her 
Condition; and deſigning to go yet farther from 
Madrid, took her Leave. The extream Dirt of 
the Road made it impoſſible for her Feet, unuſed 

to tread ſuch Ground, to bear her as faſt as her 
Deſires would have carried her; but in ſpite of all 
ſhe ſtill went on, and without making any ſtop 
either to eat or drink, till that day was almoſt ſpent. 
Evening coming on, ſhe went into an Inn, belie- 
ving now ſhe was far enough from Diſcoyery—— 
Nature beginning to accuſe her that ſhe had acted 
an inhuman Part to the unborn Innocent within 
her, who bore its ſhare in all the Hardſhips ſhe 
endured ; ſhe order'd ſomething to be got ready 
for her to eat, of which having taken as much as 
her diſtracted Thoughts would give her leave to 
do, ſhe went to Bed, and endeavaur d to compoſe 
herſelf. The extream Weakneſs ſhe was in, 
overcoming all thoſe Perturbations which had fo 
Jong kept her waking, ſhe fell into a ſound Sleep, 
O0 - 
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TO wu 


and in the Morni und her Mind as well as B 

dy had been very much refreſh'd by it. —— 8 
began to conſider ſeriouſly what it was beſt for her 

to do; and that natural Vivacity and Spirit, whi 
had already carried her through ſo many Difficul- 
ties, now by degrees returning, gave U hopes 
ſhe ſhould alſo get through this, with leſs Troub e 
than her Deſpair had at firſt ſuggeſted = and 
"reſolving to run no farther into Inconyeniencies, 
ſuch as ſhe had paſs'd in that little Time ſince ſhe 
had lefr the Monaſtery, ſhe hir'd a couple of Mules 
and a Guide to conduct her to the next Town, 
which ſhe was inform'd was Akala : From that 
ſhe deſign'd for Guadalaxara, becauſe ſhe, thought 
the other not ſo far diſtant from Madrid, but that 
Don IA BIN, to whom there was a Neceſſity ſhe 
muſt ſend for Money, might ſend ſome Perſon to 
know the Reaſons of her coming away in ſo ſtrange 
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a manner, — Reaſon having now regain'd its 
force, ſhe no ſooner had formed this Deſign, than 
ſhe began to put it in execution ; and the People 
of the Houle 1 gar ſhing her with Males and a Guide, 
the got ſafely to Alcala, and from thence to Guada- 
laxara, without any thing happening in her Jour. 
ney worthy of Remark ; unleſs it were that ſhe, 
who but a day or two before had ſo wholly given 
Herſelf up to Deſpair, that ſhe ſeem'd to dare all 
kind of Miſeries, now appeared as careful of her 


Life, as before ſhe had been the contrary : But 


this will not be thought 3 by any one, who 


conſiders how impoſhble it is for the Exceſs of any 


Paſſion to continue; a weak Conſtitution,” accom- 
anied by a mean 5 wo it immediately de- 
roys, and Death or Madneſs is the Conſequence, 

as it happened in the Caſe of Don PED RO. But 

EMANUELLA had amore than ordinary Strength 


as well of Nature as of Reaſon, to ſtruggle with 
the Torrent of her, for a time, impetuous Grief; 


which at laſt enabled her to overcome it, at leaſt 
fo far as twas requiſite for Selt-preſeryation, of 


which fora time ſhe had ſeem'd wholly regardleſs, 

Wann ſhe was arrived at Gaadala 

took Lodgings in a private Houſe; pretendin 
that ſhe had a Husband whom ſhe expected to ef 


xara, ſhe 


low her in a little time; and to prevent all poſſi- 
bility of a Dol. told the Peaple het Name 
was MEN CIN A. She tobk the ſame prudent Care 
alſo in the Directions ſhe. ſent to Don Jann, 


writing to him in this manner; 
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| To Don JABIN. 


H E many Proofs 1 have received of your Friend- 
ſhip, would oblige me to conceal nothing from you, 

© were there no other Perſon but my ſelf concer- 
ned. I entreat, therefore, that you will believe 
1made a Secret of leaving the Pourclairs not out of 
Choice, but Neceſſuty ; jms as ſuch, vouchſafe to par- 
don it. My Affairs requiring an immediate 
Supply of Money, 1 beg you will remit in Bills to the 
value of about two Hundred Crowns, and direct them 
to be receiv d by Donna MER CIN &, at Guadalaxara, 
near which place Iam ; that Lady is my particular 
Friend, and will not fail to do me Juſtice in the Truſt 
1 repoſe in her ——— 1 deſire alſo that you will write 
a Cover to her, an Account of your's and your good 


Family's Welfare, for which I ſhall ever moſt ardenuly» | if 
petition Heaven; being (however my preſent Circus 
ſtances may oblige me to appear the contrary) in thu” 


ſincereſt manner, | 


Don JaB1N's 


Moſt affectionate Kinſwo 0 
and deyoted Seryant, 
EMANUELLA, 


P. 8. I doubt not but. your . aceuſtomed Goodneſs 
will ſtill extend it ſelf ſo far in my favour, as to ſfolence 
whatever Aſderſioms may happen. to be caſt. on my 
leaving the Monaſtery. ſo ſaddenly, hy ſeeming to have 
been privy to it, and that it was for uo other Reaſon 
than the too great Severities practiſed by that vow 
HE 
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SHE might have omitted this laſt Requeſt : She 
was no ſooner miſs'd, than the true Reaſon of her 
Departure was blazed abroad. One of the Nun,, 
being more quick. ſighted than the reft, had diſco- 
vered her Condition; and after ſhe was gone, re- 
lated it to the whole Convent. What is in the 
Mouths of ſuch a Number, eſpecially of that Sex, 
which is ſeldom bleſs'd with Secrecy, and of that 
Sort too who have little elſe to employ their time 
with, cannot be expected to be with-held from the 
knowledge of all who have any Converſation with 
them, Eni1L1vus among the reſt was inform'd 
. of it, which very much help'd to confirm him in 
the Opinion that all BE KILL 1A had ſaid concern- 
ing her Conduct was true: Judging of her Actions 
by that of the generality of Women, few of whom 
would have known themſelves to be in the Circum- 
ſtance ſhe was, without acquainting the Perſon 
_ chiefly obliged to pity, with the Misfortune. —— 
He doubted not therefore but that it had happened 
by him, whom that Monſter of Treachery had 
told him had ſupplanted him in her Affections, 
and that that was the Reaſon ſhe had never writ- 


oo ten to upbraid the Change of his Humour in his 


Bddrefſes to JuL1a, as he imagined ſhe would 
ie done, if ſhe had been innocent herſelf. —- 
heſe Con jectures, which tho' in reality the 
moſt Furious that could be, appeared ſo reaſona- 
ble, tfgchey entirely deſtroy'd all thoſe ſmall 
Remains of Tenderneſs,. his new Deſire for an 
Object yet unenjoy'd, had left him: And now 
entirely devoted to JUL1a, and to the Advanta- 
es he propoſed by r Hor, left nothing un- 
done which might engage her to confent. — She 
who was half won before-hand, and had only made 
ſome faint Denials for Form's ſake, eafil {fered 
_ herſelf to ſeem over-perſuaded to follow her Incli- 
nations; and they were married in great Solemnity, 
| nnn 
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in a very little time after EMANUELLA had de- 
| parted from Madrid. B 
| - BvrT Don JAB1N, who had but too true a gueſs 
at the State of her Affairs, and made no doubt but 
that EmiLl1ius was the Man to whom the ow'd 
her Undoing, forbore to aggravate her Afflictions 
by ſending her any morn, 7 either of what was 
talk'd of concerning her ſelf, or of the Marriage 
of her Lover: But ſending her the Money which 
ſhe defir'd, and which he eaſily beliey'd ſhe wanted, 
writ no more to her, than to entreat ſhe would 
continue to let him hear from her; and that as 
foon as her Affairs would permit, ſhe would re- 
turn to Madrid, | od 
| Tre en. and the Belief that every Body 
ſhe had left behind her, were as entirely ignorant 
of her Circumſtances as ſhe could wiſh, made her 
as eaſy in them, as could poſſibly be expected. 
Her Courage and nſual Fortitude now, with ſuch 
Succeſs exerted themſelves, that ſhe waited the 
dreadful Hour, which ſhe knew was ſhortly to ar- 
rive, with all the Reſignation and Patience imagt- 
nable ; and at the appointed time brought a Son 
s BB into the World, who, from the Moment of hig 
q Birth, ſeem'd to promiſe he would be an OY 
£ ment to it. | | 
1 I am of Opinion, that the greateſt part of my 
2 Female Peruſers, will imagine this unfortunate 
Il Lady could regard a Child, whoſe begetting had 
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n coſt her ſo many Tears, but with Indifference, and 
W that ſhe muſt have look'd on him with more Re- 
A morſe than Tenderneſs; butEMANUELLA, as 
* moſt of her Notions were vaſtly different from 
e thoſe of the generality of her Sex, ſo were the 

le alſo in this. Had the Ceremony of the Church 
d made EMxL1ius as much her Husband, as b 

i his Vows he ought to have acknowledg'd himſelf; 
£ and had he never ſwerv'd in the leaſt tittle from 
in that Conſtancy he had ſworn to maintain inviola- 


ble, 
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| ble, or that Ardency of Paſſion which he once 
| profeſs*d, ſhe could not have loy'd his Son with 
greater Fondneſs Never did maternal Tender. 


neſs reach to a height more elevated than her's—. . 


A thouſand Lives ſhe would have thought well 

Piven to have preſerv d this Darling of her Soul 
; 41 the Ignominy which this Adventure, if divulg'd, 
would bring upon her, was now no longer a Con- 
cern to her Even Virtue was become leſs.dear ; 
and ſhe could ſcarce repent ſhe had been guilty of 
a Breach of it, ſo much ſhe priz'd. the Effet — 
and it would only have been with Tranſports of 
unconceivable Affection ſhe had beheld the lovely 
Babe, if the Reflection how little it was in her 
power to do for him, had not ſometimes given 
a check to the Pleaſure ſhe took in calling- him 
her own,—She felt, indeed, all the Mother's Joy, 
but with it infinitely more Care than ordinarily 
attends that Title, and was, as it were, divided 
in her Thoughts between exceſs of Rapture, and 


exceſs of Pam, But however ſevere the inter- 


vals of the latter might be, ſne was ſufficiently invi- 
gorated by the former, to be able to ſuſtain them ; 
and while ſhe had her dear-lov'd Infant in her 
Arms, and uninterrupted, gaz'd upon his growin 

Beauties, nop felt immediate want of any Necef 
ſacy either for him or herſelf, ſhe had not the 
power to think too deeply of what future Miſeries 


might befall her; but her Ver; Farying Fortune, 
0 


which would not ſuffer her to continue ng in any 
ſettled State of Life, made a ſudden Change in 
her Affairs, which. ot liged her to other Conſidera- 
2 than thoſe which at preſent took up her 
Mind. TE = 

THE ungrateful BEAIII IA, who, as I have 
before taken notice, had been ſent from Madrid 
under the Government of a Duenna, ſome little time 


before EMANVELLA left the Pourclairs; where 


ſhe was cartied, was kept a Secret to every Body; 


1 | or 
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that ſhe was fac from any Body who either could 


for the Cauſe of her being baniſhed her Father's 
Houſe, being her Intrigue-with a Perſon he could 


not approve, he reſolv d to take the moſt prudent 
Meaſures that he could, to prevent the place of 


her Retirement being diſcover'd. The Perſon in 
whoſe Charge [he was intruſted, had a Siſter wha 
liy'd at a ſmall Village call'd Tortol, within a ſhort 
Mile of Gaadalaxara, and there ſhe was to be con- 
ceal'd for ſome time. He had as good as made 
an Agreement for her going into the Convent o 
Franciſcans ; but as he could not be certain, but 
that ſhe might be in the ſame Circumſtances with, 
her unfortunate Couſin, he was willing to be con- 
vinced to the contrary, before her Entrance ; and 
for that purpoſe plac'd her at this Diſtance from 
Madrid, where whatever happen'd might be con- 
ceal'd. The Place where ſhe was. kept being ſa 
near Guadalaxara, he writtoMoRENAa, for that 
was the Name of her who was appointed Guardi- 
an over his Daughter, to make. a little Journey, 
thither. He order'd her to enquire for a Woman 
call'd MER CINA, and endeavour by her means, 
if poſſible, to come to the Speech of E MAN u- 
ELLA, but if that could not be accompliſh'd, to. 
inform herſelf of the Truth of her Affairs, and 
give him an Account. This Letter happening to 
e brought when Mo ENA was out of the Way 
on ſome Buſineſs, BER 1LL 1a took it in; and 
knowing it to be her Father's Hand, broke it o- 
pen, — She had, ever ſince ſhe had been there, 
thought of nothing, but how ſhe ſhauld get away : 
and was over-joy'd to find EMANUELLA was ſo 
near, reſolving to take this Opportunity of making 
her Eſcape to her, not doubting but the Power 
the other's miſtaken Friendſhip had given her over 
her, would furniſh her with Arguments to re- 
vail on her to a& according to her Deſires. Spie 
was kept entirely without Money; and the Belief 
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or would furniſh her with means of making an 
Eſcape, in caſe ſhe ſhould deſire it, made her be 

watched with much leſs Circumſpection than 
otherwiſe ſhe would have been, T8 | ſhe had an 

Opportunity to go out of the Houſe the very Day 

ſhe had intercepted the Letter. The Weather fa- 

your'd her Deſign, and it being but a ſmall Walk 
to "Guadalaxara, ſhe eaſily reach'd it before 

Sun-ſet. "OY Sine 6 64" 

 EMANUELLA had not yet recover'd Strength 
enough to riſe, atid was prodigiouſly ſurpriz'd 
when ſhe was told a Lady of a good Appearance 
enquir'd for Donna MERCIN4A, and would not 
be deny'd the Privilege of ſpeaking with her. 

She had contracted no Acquaintance in that Place, 

and could not imagine on what account a Stran- 

e ſeem ſo preſſing to fee her. — But the 

ple of the Houſe n her that they had 
already made all the Excuſes they could for the 

Condition ſhe was in, and that every thing was 

ineffectual to get rid of her, ſhe was at laſt ob- 

lig'd to give leave for her Admittance. The Room 
was made pretty dark, and the Bed-Curtains clos'd, 
as is uſual in ſuch Caſes : So that BERARKIIII4A 
could not diſcern who it was ſhe was about to 
ak to; but deſiring that all who were in the 
dom might leave it, ſhe addreſs'd her in this 
manner: Donna MERCiN a, ſaid ſhe, there is 
but one Excuſe I can gon for this Intruſion, but 
that 1 hope will be a ſufficient one: I doubt not 
but you are acquainted with the Force of Friend- 
ſhip,” and will not think it ſtrange that to prove 
its Sincerity will carry one to greater lengths than 
this I am inform'd it is in your power to let 

me know where 1 may find Donna EMANUELT 4, 

a Daughter of the late Governor of Porto- Rico. 

Never was there a more tender Regard between 

Perſons of the ſame Sex, than that which my Soul 

paid to this Lady, and which I flatter my ſelf I 

ts | was 
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the could ſay to herſel 
the Child with an Ardour ſo like Sincerity, that 
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was fayour'd with from her; but ſome Accidents 
have for a long time depriy'd me of the Bleſſi 


of her Converſation ; nor *till this Day, could 


for many Months get the leaſt Intelligence in what 
Part of the World it was I might hope to find 
her—l intreat you therefore to dire my Search 
I am fatisfied ſhe will not take it ill When you ſhall 
tell her it is to BERIIIIA, her Couſin and her Priend, 
that you have made this Condeſcenſion— The 
Aſtoniſhment that EManNUELLA was in, to find 
it was ſhe (for ſhe immediately knew her Voice) 
kept her from interrupting her *till ſhe came to 
theſe Words; but then the Joy ſhe felt at this Re- 
covery of a Friend ſo long loſt, and whom ſhe 
thought ſo perfectly in her Intereſt, broke out in 
theſe Expreſſions——Can it be poſſible! cry'd ſhe, 
throwing open the Curtains, has Heaven in compal- 
fion of my Sufferings ſent my dear BBR ILL IA to 
me ?—— Come to my Arms, my beſt, my only 
Friend! EMANUELLAa Will ever bleſs the Day 
which brought thee here———"Tis on thy faithful 
Breaſt I may pour out the ſecret Anguiſh of my 
Soul Tis from thee I may aſſure my ſelf of 
both Advice and Conſolation——Thou who Love 

eſt will Pity me.—A thoufand ſuch like Demon- 


ftrations of the ſincereſt Welcome ſhe did give 


her, which the other return'd (as ſoon as the Con- 
ſternation, at the finding her ſo much ſooner; than 
ſhe expected, was a little over) with all the ſeem- 


mg Truth, and tendereſt Love imaginable : And 
wha 


t was yet more obliging to her than any thi 
P e kiſgd and embrace f 


one who had Jeſs Confidence in her might eaſily 
have miſtook for it. When the firſt Raptures of 
this meeting would permit them to talk of Buſi- 
nefs, they began to relate to each other all che 
Particulars of their Adventures fince laſt they part- 
ed: But when EMANUELL A heard by what 

N means 
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means BERILLIA had been directed to enquire 
for her, and had read the Letter Don JaB1nN had 
ſent to Mok ENA, ſhe found ſhe had but flat. 
ter'd herſelf with an Opinion that the Cauſe of 
her removal from Madrid had been a_ Secret, and 
could not forbear expreſſing how nearly ſhe was 
touch'd at the loſs of that Reputation ſhe had ta- 
ken ſo much pains to preſerve. And this Regret 
was of excellent ſervice to further a Contrivance 
Which the wicked BERI1LL1aA had form'd. She 
preſently began to diſſuade her from all thoughts 
of ever returning to Madrid : Nor, ſaid ſhe, ſince 
Don JaBiN is ſo diligent in his Inquiries, can 
yu be any longer in private here; tho' I have 
been ſo fortunate in intercepting one Letter, he 
will undoubtedly write again MoR ENA knows 
you, and in the Perſon of MER C1NA will EM A- 
NYELLa bediſcover'd, and every Circumſtance 
of this Affair related. I would adviſe you, ſince, 
when one is determined to be conceal'd, all Places 
are alike, to call in what Money you have in my 
Father's Hands, and quitting Guadalaxara with all 
| 7 Expedition, ſettle in ſome other Town, 


For my part, if 1 had leſs reaſon, to fly from a 
Father from whom 1 now no more can = for 
Fayour, my love for you will oblige me to baniſh 
all other Conſiderations, and continue with you 
till Death enforces a Separation. — The again 
deceiv'd EMANUELL A highly approv'd of this 
Advice, and thank'd her for it, and for the Offer 
The made of living with her, in Terms which the 
Intentions of the other were far from mexiting. 
Since ſhe had reſoly'd to proceed in this manner, 
the other reminded her, that ſhe muſt not delay 
it; becauſe if they tarried till the Account of her 
making her Eſcape from Mo R ENA were ſent to 
her Father, it might Pai make him ſuſpect 
his Letter had fallen into her Hands, and that 
they were together. Nothing could be PAs 
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natural that this Suppoſition; and for that rea- 
fon EMANUELLA diſpatch'd a Letter to him 
immediately with a demand of a thouſand Crowns, 
that being the beſt part of what was her Due; 
not doubting but by the time it would come to 
her Hands, ſhe ſhould be able to take a Journey. 
BERITIITIIA alſo writ a Letter at the ſame time to 
her Lover, but the Contents of it ſhe took care 


to conceal from her Couſin, only telling her it 


was to ußbraid him for the many Misfortunes her 
Paſſion for him had occaſion'd her. After the 
Letters were gone, and they had concluded on 
every 2 proper for their Expedition, they be- 
gan to make what Preparations they could for it, 
that when the Anſwers ſhould come, they might 
have nothing to do, but to depart.— E MAN v- 
ELL A had her young Son baptized by the Name 
of VIcToRKINUS: A Nurſe was provided for 
him, whoſe Circumſtances would permit her to go 
with them to any Place they ſhould'make choice 
of; Mules and a Man-Servant to attend them were 
hired, and every thing contriy'd, fo as to be rea- 
dy at a Moment's * enn "200 
How unkindly ſoever Don Ja B1N might take 
it, that EMANUELLAa, who ow'd the being Mi- 


ſtreſs of ſo much Money wholly to his Intet᷑ceſſi- 


on, ſeem'd to think him unworthy of her Confi- 
dence, which way ſhe deſign'd to diſpoſe either of 
that or herſelf, he did not fail to ſend it: and 
tho' her good Senſe and the Gratitude of her Na- 
ture, gave her ſome Shocks at treating him in 
this manner; yet the Artifice of the Treacherous 
BERILLIA, join'd to the innumerable Perplexi- 
ties of her Mind, prevented them from taking ſo 

great Root in her RefleQions, as otherwiſe they 
would haye done. it | 
ALCAL a was the Place they had agreed to go 
to, not only becauſe they were both of them en- 
tirely unknown to any Body there, but alſo, that 
8 it 
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it being famous for Learning, EMANuUBLLA 
thought the young Vic TorINUs, when he 


grew up fit to receive it, might have all the Ad. 


yantages of it, without her being oblig'd to ſend 
him from her fight; a Misfortune, which her 
Tenderneſs for him made appear to be the moſt 
dreadful that cou'd poſſibly befall her: And tho' 
it being much nearer to Madrid than the Place 
they were in, yet both of them reſolving. to take 
up other Names, they might live there with as 
little danger of Diſcovery as in any other City. 
_ IT being Evening when they ſet out, they lay 
that Night at an Inn about the mid-way: E M A- 
NUELL A, Who was too fond of her little VI c. 
TOKRINUS to ſuffer him to be one Moment from 
her ſight, would needs have his Nurſe the Part- 
ke her Bed, and BERILL 1a had one to her- 
elf in another Chamber. Tho' on yaſtly diffe- 
rent Subjects, both thefe Ladies had ſufficient to 
employ their Minds, —— One paſs d away the 
reſtleſs Hours, in Contemplation on the many 
turns of Fortune ſhe had known, and in imploring 
Heaven, that where ſhe now was going ſhe might 
find a Settlement for Life, —— The other was ap- 
planding her good Genius, for furniſhing her with 
ifice to bring about almoſt whatever ſhe un- 
dertook ; and flattering herſelf with a thouſand 
Joys, in ſtore, all owing to her own Wit, her own 
Fertilicy of Invention, and Perfection in the Ar; 
ISO oo oo. 
I x was very early in the Morning when Em 4- 
NUELL a roſe, and having order'd the Mules to be 
got ready, went herſelf to awake her Couſin; but 
Was not a little ſurpriz'd, when coming into her 
Chamber, ſhe was already up, and gone out : how- 
eyer, imagining no more than that, not able to 
fleep, ſhe had roſe, and was gone to take a walk 
either in the Fields or Garden, bade one of the 
Servants of the Houſe to call her — O Heaven! 


ſaid 
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ſaid the Fellow to-whom ſhe gave this Command, do 
you not know, that the Lady who laſt Nightcame 
with you is gone: — Gone! cry'd ſhe, what 
mean you? She can be gone no farther than to 
take a little Morning Air,, therefore prithee 'make 
haſte to find her, and let Her know we are ready 
to proſecute our Journey. Alas! reſum'd he, I 
fear ſhe has deceiv'd you—I give you my Word, 
that if ſhe continu'd to ride as ſhe ſet out, ſhe is, 


by this time, ſome Leagues off. EMAanNUELLA 
cou'd- by theſe Words think no other than that he 


who ſpoke them was miſtaken in the Perſon ſhe . 


enquir'd for, and therefore took the pains to de- 
ſcribe her to him : But he preſently told her, that 
he very well knew who it was ſhe meant; that 
they had no other Gueſts in the Houſe but thoſe 
that came with her, and that a young Chevalier 
well-mounted had come by Day-break, and took 
her away with him. I leave the Reader to judge 
what an Aſtoniſhment this Intelligence muſt create 
in the Mind of her who heard it: She was for 
ſome time unable to give any Credit to an Infor- 
mation ſo highly improbable to be true; but 
when ſhe return'd to ber Chamber, and found that 
not only every thing that-belong'd to her was 
miſſing, but alſo a little Cabinet, which ſhe had 
entruſted to her Charge, in which was contain d 
moſt of the Mone he had receiv'd from Don 
JaB1N; 'tis hard to ſay, whether Amazement 


for ſo baſe and cruel an Action, or Grief. for the 


Misfortunes it , muſt of neceſſity ſubject her to, 
was moſt . predominant in her Soul to be be- 
tray'd, robb'd, and forſaken in ſo barbarous a 
manner, by the Perſon whom of all the World 
ſhe had placed the greateſt Confidence in — to 
be expoſed with her dear Infant to all the Miſe- 
ries which attend Poverty —— to loſe at one 
Stroke all that ſhe had in the World No means 
leſt her to make the leaſt Proviſion againſt way 


k 2d 
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and Beggary, was ſomething ſo ſhocking, ſo dread- 
ful, as rendred all her Courage uſeleſs. She 
went into the Room where Nurſe was dreſſing her 
oung Maſter for his Journey, and the Sight of 
him made the Reflection of the Loſs ſhe had ſu- 
ſtain'd more terrible WA be born: She had not 
Words preſently to relate what had befallen her: 
and when the good Woman, eaſily am, by 
her Countenance that ſomething of ill had ha 
pen'd, entreated to know the Matter; ſhe could 
get no more from her, for a good while than, O 


urſe, I am undone !=——But that, cry'd ſhe, is a 


trivial Woe, that lovely Babe, that Charmer at 
your Breaſt, is ruin'd— we muſt ſtarve, Nurſe 
iſh for want of Bread the little All we 
ad, is loſt —— no means is left us for er 
no Hope but in the Grave. — With theſe ard 


the like Exclamations did ſne make the other ſen- 


ſible, ſomething very unfortunate had happen'd; 
but what it was, ſhe was far from being able to 
ſs; till her Miſtreſs having a little more recol- 
Tefed herſelf, at laſt acquainted her with the whole 
Story. Never did any one bear a greater” part in 
the Sufferings of another, than did this faithful 
Creature in thoſe of EMANVELLa; the Aﬀabi- 
lity and Kindneſs with which ſhe had been treat- 
by her, had gain'd as great an Intereft in her 
Affections in the ſhort time ſhe had been with her, 
as tho? ſhe had been bred up with her; and then 
her Tenderneſs for the young VicTtorINnvus, 
was more than equal to t © which Mothers ordi- 
narily feel for their own Children, — She join'd 
in all her Lamentations, and vented ten thouſand 
Curſes on the perfidious and ungrateful Cauſe of 
them: But perceiving that this rather encreaſed 
the Diſtraction of EMANUELL a, than any way 
comforted her, ſhe began to change her Talk, 
— her to be as eaſy as ſhe could, and to pro- 
| in her Journey to Alcala; and having en- 
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quir'd which way BERILL 1A and her Conductor 
took, and being inform'd, they went towards that 
Town, ſhe 3 to inſpire her with a hope 
that they might be heard of there. — There was 
indeed but little probability in this ConjeQure z 
but as this was not a Place to continue in, the di- 
ſtreſs'd Lady thought ſhe might as well go there 
as to any other Place ; and complying with the 
Perſuaſions of her Nurſe, they left the Inn, and in 


a ſhort time arriv'd at Alcala. 


NuRsSE's Predictions had ſo much of Truth 


in them, that on Enquiry they found that ſuch 


Perſons as thoſe they ſought had paſs'd through 
the City, but had ſtaid no longer than to take a 
{mall Refreſhment, and were gone on the Road 
to Madrid. To ſend any body after them E u A- 
NUELL A knew would be in vain; becauſe it was 
impoſſible they would tarry there, on the account 
of Don JAaBIN: therefore ſhe was obliged to ſit 
down with the Misfortune without the leaſt Hope 
ſhe ſhould ever have any Reparation for it; but 
with what racking Reflections, thoſe who will but 
ive themſelves the trouble of thinking what a 
oman in her Circumſtances muſt feel” will be 
better able to judge, than all the Deſcriptions I 
could give, would make them. 

WHAT now could this unhappy Lady do? She 
was ina Place where ſhe was entirely unacquint- 
ed, tho* that ſhe was ſo, was the only Conſolation 
ſhe had ; ſhe had no means of providing for her- 
ſelf and little Kean, and when the Charges of 
her Journey were defrayed, had ſcarce any Mo- 
ney remaining No Condition ſure was ever 
ſo calamitous as her's Her Spirits had doubt- 
leſs ſunk beneath the weight of Sorrow, which 
oppreſs'd her, if the Vigour of her Care for her 
dear Child had not kept them up.—Something 
muſt be thought on for the procuring for him the 
Neceſſaries of Life, whateyer ſhould become of 
N herſelf — 
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 herſelf———aad thinking. nothing too much to 
do for him, ſhe threw off the fine Lady, endea. 
vour'd to forget whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and the 
Hopes ſhe was bred to, and ſubmitted to the mean. 
eſt, and moſt ſervile Offices for Bread. She 
took a little Lodging in the cheapeſt part of the 
Town, and leaving her Nurſe at home to take 
Care of that which was much dearer to her than 
all other Conſideration, ſhe went every Day to 
"a Convent in that City; where doing Services for 
the Nuns in-the manner of an Out or Lay-Sifter, 
ſhe made a ſhift to get as much as maintain'd them, 
tho* in a manner which none who had known her 
before theſe Misfortunes came upon her, could 
have belie vd ſhe could have liv'd ta endure. But 
what will not Love enable one to go through! 
what Difficulties are ſo great but Inclination can 
ſurmount! She condeſcended to every thing with 
Chearfulneſs, for the ſake of Victokrinus; and 
while ſhe fed her longing Eyes with gazing on his 
Infant-Charms, and claſped the lovely Innocent in 
her Arms, ſhe thought herſelf not wretched ; and 
paſſing all the Night in that ſweet Employment, 
rgot the Hardſhips of the Day. In ſpite of the 
real Coldneſs with which ſhe had been treated by 
EMILIvs, and the monſtrous Ingratitude and 
Baſeneſs ſhe had been made to believe him guilty 
of, her Soul ſtil] confeſs'd the Graces of his Per. 
ſon; his Image was too deeply impreſs'd in her 
Mind, ever to baniſh it thence, tho” effac'd and 
blotted by the Memory of his Crimes. The lit- 
tle V 1c TORINUS had Features ſo perfectly re- 
ſembling his, that there wanted but Age to make 
them appear the ſame; and this Likeneſs nota 
* little added to the Fondneſs ſhe otherwiſe had for 
him, All the Paſſion ſhe once had for the Father, 
was now range to the don ; which join'd to 
the ſoft Care which all whofare Mothers feel, rais'd 
her's to the moſt elevated Pitch that Humanity is 
capable of being inſpir'd witz. Bur. 
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Bur, to proſecute the melancholy Hiſtory of 
her Misfortunes ; ſhe had languiſh'd away (for it 
could not be pabrinhs;.* ſeyen or eight Months 
at Alcala in the manner already repreſented, with- 
out ſeeing, or being ſeen by any body the knew; 
but tis probable.the one might be owing to the 
little notice ſhe took of eyery thing but what con- 
cern'd her Buſineſs, and the other to the Station 
ſhe was in, ſo far different from that in which 
any one would haye imagin'd to have found the 
accompliſh'd, and once fo much ador'd EMan u- 
BI LA. But one Day being at the Cloyſter-Gate 
on her uſual Employment, ſhe ſaw a handſome 
young waiting to be admitted to ſpeak with 
the Abbeſs; happening to ſtay a little longer than 
was cuſtomary, ſhe had an opportunity of conſi- 
dering his Face, and fancying at firſt ſight ſhe 
knew him, on looking more heedfully, ſoon dif- 
covered him to be Don Oc TAN ro, one whom 
ſhe had formerly many Opportunities of  conyer- 
ſing with at the Houſe of Don Jan1N, and whom 
ſhe ſince had heard had fought with EMIL TVS on 
the account of Donna Jv L1a. Curioſity made her 
enquire of ſome of the Nuns, who ſhe perceiv'd 
knew him, what had been the occaſion of his be- 
coming one of the Religious; and was told by 
them, that it was accaſion'd by Deſpair : that Ho- 
nour preventing him from attem ng any thing 
againſt a Rival who had given him his Life, he for- 
ſook the World as ſoon as his hopes were at an 
end, by the Marriage of JuL1a with the Count ; 
and that the Abbeſs of that Nunnery being his Aunt, 
he came there to pay his Duty as he dy thro” 
Alcala in his way to fome other part of the Coun- 
try. EAN Uu Et TL had experienc'd too much of 
Love and Deſpair, to be ſurpriz'd at the Effect 
ſhe found thoſe Paſſions had caus'd in him; and it 
was with compaſſion only ſhe reflected on a C hange 
ſo little to be expected from that Gaiety which 
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was once the moſt fam'd for of any Chevalier in 
Madrid. She was highly ſatisfy'd however in her 

Mind, that her Dreſs, and the Alteration of her 
Circumſtances had ſo much diſguis'd her, that a 
Perſon who had been ſo pertetly acquainted with 
her Face, ſhould now have any notion he had ſeen 
it before, and began to live with more ſecurity in 
her thought, that ſhe might continue undiſcover'd, 
tho* ſhe ſhould happen to be ſeen even by EMI- 
Livs himſelf, the Perſon of all the World from 
whom, as ſhe then was, ſhe moſt deſir'd to be 
conceal'd. But alas! it was not ordain'd for this 
unhappy Woman to haye any part of her Wiſhes 
compleated ; ſhe but hoped to live and die in this 
forlorn Obſcurity, and that alſo was deny'd her: 
It was but a few days after ſhe had ſeen Oc r A- 
vo, that a Lady, call'd Donna JacinrTa del 
FLOKEZADA, a young Widow of a yaſt Eſtate, 
who us'd frequently to come and paſs ſome Hours 
in conyerſation with the Nuns, deſir'd to ſpeak 
with her; ſhe had often ſeen her at the Convent, 
and taking more notice of the Delicacy of her 
Hands Complexion, the Sweetneſs of her 
Voice, and the graceful Manner in which delive- 
red her Words, than many others who had the 
ſame opportunity of obſerving her, imagin'd ſhe 
had been educated ina faſhion which might deſerve | 
a better State of Life than what ſhe at preſent | 
liv'd in; and having ſome young Children, beliey'd 
ſhe might be a proper Perſon for a Governeſs: 
She difcours?d her on that Head, and putting many 
queſtions to make tryal of her Capacity, found it 
ſo infinitely beyond what even her good Opinion | 
had ſuggeſted, that ſhe immediately made — an 
offer of coming into her Houſe, and aſſur'd her 
of Uſage more like a Siſter than a Servant. 
.,TH1s Propoſal, tho* an extraordinary Favour, 
(tor Donna Jac1nT a was not only one of the 
greateſt, but beſt Woman in the Place) was not 

altogether 
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altogether ſo agreeable. to EMANUELLA as the 
other expected. In the ſirſt place, ſhe knew. 
be, whom as yet 
ſhe bad never 1 from Yom Night, — 
whom her very Soul was wrapt 1 | And 
in the next, fl was anwilliae to 2 a Family 
where ſhe knew there was al a great Variety 
ot Company, for tear ſome one or other might 
happen to know her. The firſt of theſe, Rea- 


ab Den 
J4C1N Ta' with, and the ocher ſhe palliated, by 


ſaying! ſhe Was of a Diſpoſition too melancholy: 
„ the ſight of many People; and for that 
cauſe fear'd ſhe might be unfit for the Employ- 
ment ſhe yo engage her in. But the * 
iging Lady would not be deny'd by any means; 

ion a fancy to her, and was refoly'd ao have 


her: ſhe told her ſhe commended the Love and 


Care ſhe ſeemꝰd to have of her Child, and chat ſhe 
would be far from endeavouriug to alienate an A,. 
tection ſo praife-worthy, or make her unh | 
by WE from that which ſhe ſo dearly priz'd. 

You ſhall have your Child with you, ſaid ſhe, both 

that and a Nurſe to look after it ſhall be as wel- 
come as your ſelf; and as it grows up, I will un- 


dertake to give him an Education equal to my 


own: And à8 for your other Objections, tho“ I 
think Company the beſt relief for Melancholy 


. will not preſs you to come into it Lou ſhall 


ſee no body but thoſe hom you think fit. 
Nor will I exact any thing from you, but what 
ſhall be - agreeable to your on Inclinations 
There appeared ſo uncommon a Good · Nature and 
Frankneſs- in this Lady, as well as Advantage in 
the Offer ſne made her, that E MANUEL 1 A muſt 
bave thought herſelf both her own and Child's Ene- 
my to have refuſed it. She accepted it ther- 
fore cy ap 4 Acknowledgements of Gratitude 
imaginable, and immediately went home to put hen- 
- VOL. IV. 'F 4 ſelf 


— 


98 The Ras H RESOLVE: Or, 

in as good a Capacity as ſhe could, to return to 
this kind Patroneſs for good and all. Her poor, 
Nurſe was over - joy'd when ſhe heard the News; ; 

and every thing being ready in a few Hours, all '£ 

the little Family remov'd from daily Care, Scar- 5 
city, and ſometimes Want, to Eaſe, Plenty, and 

Chearfulneſs:: They were receiv'd with a Wel- 

come:far.beyond their Expectations; had an Apart. 

ment afſigr'd for them, as tho? they had: been 

Gueſts, not tobe continued Inmates of the Houſe: the 

Serxants were order'd to treat E MANUEL LA, who 

had now given berſelf the Name of PLAcII L IA, 

with all cke reſpect imaginable, and her Nurſe with 

the ſame Kindneſs, as if it were there own young 

Maſter ſhe attended. Donna JacinTA was o 

far from promiſing more than ſhe- intended to 
perform, that on the contrary her Words came in- 
Anitely (ſhort of her Deeds. Nor was ſhe of that 

flaſhy uncertain Temper which! ſome. People are 

of, tho* accounted -Good-humour'd too, of being 

one day extravagantly fond of thoſe they call Friends, 

and the next ſcarce owning they have any ſuch 

Acquaintance : She was always the ſame, always 

in one Temper, unleſs it were, that her AﬀeRions _ 

ſeem d every day to enereaſe to her new: Compa- 

nion; but that is little to be wonder'd at, ſince 

this unhappy Fair had a ftock of Charms in her 

Converſation and Behaviour, which were not to 

be diſcover'd all at once: The Amendment in her 

manner of living made alſo ſo great a one in her 

Looks; that ſhe. was hardly to be known for the 

Perſon who us'd to be employ'd in Meſſages, or 

whatever other mean Office the Nuns had no more 

diſcernment than to put her to. She now 


an to reſume her former Charms, and appear ö | 

again herſelf, Jac1nTa perceiving her Skill in | 

Muſick, Painting, ue and all thoſe Ac- s 
compliſhments which few but thoſe of Quality can 


afford, or at leaſt take the pains to have their ob I 
Te 1 1 . diren 
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dren inſt ructed in, could not be perſuaded but that 


ſne was of Noble Deſcent, and frequently ſollici- 
ted her to give her the Hiſtory ot her Liſe; but 


te other could not be prevail'd upon to relate 


more than that her Father was a Gentleman in a 
diſtant part of Spain, and that by marrying againſt 
his Conſent to a Perſon who was now dead, ſhe - 
had been reduced to many Misfortunes. This was 
a Story ſhe had fram'd tor all who enquired into 
her Aﬀairs; nor cou'd all the kindneſs of this La- 
dy oblige her to reveal the Truth: Her 2 was 
ale extreamly faithful to the Truſt ſhe had repo- 
ſed in her, nor ever divulged the leaſt Hint of 
thoſe Affairs ſhe knew, which, tho' but a ſmall 
part, was yet enough to have made all that her 
Miſtreſs had ſaid appear fabulous. Yon tel 

Tuus did ſhe live as happy as a Perſon can 
live, whe lives dependent on the Favour of ano- 
ther: that good Lady took care to confer her Ob- 
ligations in ſuch a manner, that they ſhould be as 
little as poſſible uneaſy to the Receiver; and the 


other was ſo ſenſible of her Favours, that ſhe at 


length became her's as much thro* Inclination as 
Duty. She had continu'd with her about a 
Year without any thing happening of moment, 
and ſhe was beginning to think Fortune was grown 
weary of perſecuting her, and would permit her to 
continue in that Aſylum of Tranquility which ſhe 
now enjoy d: She had no reaſon to imagine ſhe 
ſhould not live and die with this kind Friend; and 
the Experience of her Goodneſs to herſelf, gave 
her a certainty that the young VICTORAINVUS 
would find the Effects of it in as full a manner as 
it ſne were to live. She would often talk 
to Donna JACINTA in' this manner, who, tho? 
ſhe never heard her without renewing the Promiſes 
ihe had before made her, yet ſhe endeayour'd to 
put her off from ſuch kind of Diſcourſes, becauſe 
ſhe thought them a kind of Food to that Melan- 
VOL. IV. F 2 choly 
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_ choly ſhe ſeem'd but too much to give way 
to. They were fitting together' one day, when 
a Gentleman and Lady, attended by a great 
number of Servants, alighted at the Gate, which 
oblig'd Donna JaciNnTAa to go to receive them: 
 EMANUELL a continu'd in her Chamber, the o- 
ther perceiving how much. averſe ſhe was to be 
ſeen by any body but the Family, had for a good 
. while left folliciting her to come into Company; 
but ſhe had not now remain'd long alone, before 
ſhe came running into the Room, deſiring her ſhe 
would oblige ker fo far as to come down ————= 
ſhe told her the Perſons that came to viſit her 
were her near Relations, and that the Lady, who 
was moſt paſſibnately fond of her Husband, and 
had no Children by him, had happen'd to ſee the 
the little V 1c TOAINM US at play in the Garden, 
and imagin'd him ſo like her Bord, that ſhe ex- 
1 a prodigious Impatience to ſee the Mother, 
would be impoſſible to repreſent the Pertur- 
bations of EmanveELta's Soul all the time 
ſhe heard her ſpeak ſhe began to think of 
ſomething, tho“ at preſent ſhe could not well tell 
of what a fort of diſtam Gueſs --—— a wild 


' Notion of a Poſſibility of fome wonderful Event 


a thouſand incoherent unconnected Ideas ran in an 
inftant thro' her Mind, and almoſt threw her into 
2 Swoon. Donna FAac1wTa was extreamly {ur- 

priz'd to find fo ſudden an Alteration in her Coun- 
tenance, arid ask'd her if ſhe were not well. 
No, Madam (anſwer'd ſhe, ſcarce able to ſpeak) 
and therefore - iutreat you would excuſe my appea- 
ring before this Company. I know not how to 
do it (reſuzn'd the other) ſince they are fo very 
preſſiag, but will endeavour it at your Requeſt — 
tho? I could with: (added: foe) that I could prevail 
on you: tlie Lady who is my Couſin Germain, 
is marry'd to a Count of the Empire, and it may 
be pradigioufly in their power co She had 
Nod: 4 1 ( 1 ,,t oppor- 
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The Untimely D1$covery. ror 
opportunity ro ſay no more, the Perſon ſhe was 
ſpeaking to, was row incapable of hearing her, 


and fallen dt her Feet on the Floor, quite ſenſe- 


leſs.—— Amaa'd as ſne was, ſhe omitted no- 


thing for her Recovery, and throwing Water on 


her Face, ſoon brought her to herſelt; but the 
Torrent of Tears which guſh'd from her Eyes, as 
{oon as ſhe open'd them the Sighs, which at 
her return of Breath ſeeming as tho“ they would: 
exhauſt ir quite, made tne good-natur'd Obſerver 
halt ſtupify'd with Grief and Wonder: Nothing 
was more apparent, than that ſhe had been brought 
into this Condition only by her being preſs'd to go 
into this Company; and not being able to gueſs. 
the reaſon of it, and perceiving ſhe did not go a- 
bout to ſpeak it —— For Heaven's ſake, ſaid ſhe, 
what have I ſaid to occaſion this Confuſion of 

our Soul? or what has Count EM III us, or 
— Ju L1A done, which ſhould render their 
Preſence ſo hateful to you? Theſe Words, which 
ſo entirely conhra1'd. her in thoſe Suggeſtions which 
already had 'work'd ſuch ſad Effects, were very 
near throwing her again into thoſe Faintings from 
which ſhe had fo lately been recoyer'd —— but 
muſtering up all the Spirit ſhe had left to ſtand this 
Shock, which of all that had befallen her, ſeem'd 
the moſt terrible, ſhe flung herſelf at the Feet of 
Donna JAaciNTa, and with trembling Hands 
catching hold of her Robe, O pardon me, (aid 


ſhe, in ſcarce intelligible Accents) pardon me, moſt 


excellent Lady, that 1 have abus'd your Goodneſs 
with a feign'd Tale —— 1 am not the Perſon I - 
pretended, but a Wretch. unworthy of your Fa- 
yYour—a Wretch, who by one fatal Crime has 
drawn down all the ſtor'd Vengeance of high 
Heaven on het ——— But, as you have hitherto 
deen ſo divinely kind — O caſt me not off at 
once — Expoſe me not to Horrors worſe that 


Deach — than Hell — O ſave me from the Sight 
f 
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of ENAIIIUsSs, and you ſhall hereaſter be made 
ſenſible of the whole Truth of my unhappy Story. 
Here ſhe ſtopp'd, and Donna JAcIN TA was 2- 
bout to make ſome, Reply, when ſhe was preyen- 

ted, by the ſudden coming in of EMiLivs and 
his Lady, with the young-V1c;roKkINGs in her 
hand: The Surprize they were in, that Ja ciN TA 
ſtay'd fo much longer than they expected, their 
Impatience to ſee the Mother of a Child whom 
both of them were ſo much charm'd with, made 
them take the Liberty, being told which Room ſhe 
was in, of coming up. EMANUELLA being op- 

polite to the Door, had the opportunity of ſeeing 
them firſt; and in the inſtant Diſtraction that 
View gave her, incapable of any Thought but how 
to ſhun it, a Window by Accident being open, 
ſhe flew to it, and crying out, Fate thou haſt done 
thy worſt ! was very near throwing, herſelf out of 
it, if Donna JACIN:TA, who, tho' equally ſur- 
. priz'd, had her Thoughts more prepar'd for ſuch 
an Adventure, had not been very quick in catch- 
ing hold of her. EmiL1vs, who at once ſaw 
EMANUELLA and her Deſpair, ſtood for, fome 
Moments like one depriv'd of Motion ————— 
No Words can reach what 'twas he felt at an 
Object ſo unexpected! ſo alarming! the moſt 


ſtrong Surprize, the moſt violent Grief, the moſt 


- paſſionate Tenderneſs at once polleſs'd. him, and 
e was as unable to expreſs the Force of either, 
as I am to deſcribe it. mia, 
Donna Juri, who had but one Paſſion to 
ſtruggle with, ſoon overcame that enough to ak 
her Couſin JacinTa, what had occaſioned the 
Confuſion ſhe beheld, and her own Conſternartion ? 
But that Lady, who ftill held the afflicted E M a- 
NuEII4A in her Arms at the other end of the 
Room, and was endeavouring to perſuade her 
to Moderation, had not leiſure to make any Re- 
ply to what ſhe ſaid, or to eaſe her own Wonder, 
1 ö | 
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by enquiring the Source of this Affair; which tho' 
ſhe gueſs d at part of, was far from imagining wWbo 
EMANUELLA really was, or the Caules ſhe had 
for Deſpair. EM1L1vs was the only Perſon. who 
cou'd unfold this Myſtery, and believing, that fiance 
ſo much had 'been-diſcoyes'd, it Were beſt. to re- 
veal the whole, reſolv'd to do it, tho“ it were fo 
nice a Point, that it requir'd ail the Rhetotick he. 
was Maſter of, to handle without giving Offence 
to Donna JuL1ia, He was alſo divided in his 
Sentiments, whether it wou'd not more add to the 
Diſorder of EMANUELL 4 to relate the Story 
before her Face, or by taking the Company into x 
another Room, leave her in folveaſs, but after a 
little debate in his Mind, he at length concluded 
on the latter as moſt proper; and drawing nearer 
to the Place where Donna IAcIN TA and EM- 
NUELLA were, addreſſing himſelt to the former, 
Madam, ſaid he, I believe it will be much bettet 
for us to retire, and leave this afflicted Lady to 4 
that Repoſe our continuing here may hinder her 
from enjoying. I will not, Madam! added be, 
turning to the other, and bowing very reſpectfully, * 
preſume to remain in your Sight, nor return to it 
"ull choſe Staias the Treachery of the unworthy 
BERILL1A have caſt on my Character are re- 
mov'd ——— then you will find EM1Lt1vs. has 
not been ſo blameable, as at preſent he appears; 
and will, 1 hope, admit his Preſence. without gi- 
ving him any Tortures by the ſiglit of yours. As 

| much averſe as E MANUEL L 4 was to hear him 


ſpeak, the Name of BERIIIIA attracted her . 
Attention in the midſt of her Agonies, in the 1 
0 midſt of that Shock of Nature his ſudden coming 


had given her, ſhe would have been pleas'd at 
finding him not altogether; ſo guilty as ſhe had 
believ'd. him; and fancying there was a poſſibility 
that.unfaithtul Creature, had deceiv'd her, in the 
Repreſentation ſhe had mac of him, as well as 
4 in” 
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ſeit in other Affairs, would have been contented to 
have bad him repeat what he knew of her; and 
finding there was now an abſolute Neceſſity of every 
thing being difcover'd, thought the Recital might 
as well be made before her Face: ſhe felt ſome- 
thing at her Heart, which gave her an Aﬀurance 
ſhe ſhouꝰ d not ſong furvive ſo publick an Eclaireiſſ- 
ment of what ſhe had done, and was willing to 
ſubmit to the Shame of it, to gratify her Impatience 
to acknowledge herſelf miſtaken in condemnin 
the Man, whom to have found innocent ſhe wou'd, 
a a longtime ago, have parted with Life. If, ſaid 
Ye, my Lord! you have any thing to tell me of 
tlie Falſhood of that wicked Wretch, more than 
What I am already appriz'd of, i beg it may be 
no Secret: Set forth in what terms you pleaſe her 
Faults, and my Misfortunes; I am inur'd to Mi- 
ſeries of * kinds, and can endure _ this ſeve· 
reſt Tryal ——- Perhaps, continu'd ſhe weeping, 
with — Fortitude chin the reſt, Ceaſe lr f. 
. the laſt——the laſt of Horrors I can live to know. 
She made this Requeſt in ſuch a manner, and ac 
company'd it with fo many Sighs, and fuch Diſtors 
tion 'of her Features while ſhe was ſpeaking, that 
the Count made a doubt whether it was beſt for 
him to comply with it; and 'tis probable wou'd 
have evaded it, had ſhe not over, and over again, 
intreated he wou'd relate all he knew, and put a 
period to the Amazement which his Wife and 
Donna Aci Ta were all this time involy'diin; 
till finding himſelf preſs'd paſt Denial not only 
by her but by thoſe two Ladies, who, glad "he 
had propos'd it, ſeconded her Deſire, was oblig'd 
to fatisfy their Curioſity ; which, after having a 
little recollected what he was about to diſcloſe; he 
did in theſe; or the like Words. 
Il believe, ſaid he, that for the Satisfaction of a 
ßere, I need repeat no more than what BEA 11 
114 herſelf contels'd, when happening” to be. ta- 
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| king the Air, about a Mile from Madrid, | faw that 
_ unhappy Wretch lying on the. Graſs, weltring in 
her Blood, wounded in three or four Places, and 
almoſt ready to expire: 80 ſad an Object rais'd 
all that was compaſſionate in my Soul; but when 1 
| went nearer, in to afford her ſome Relief, 
Words wou'd but poorly make you ſenſible what 
 *ewas'i[ felt at knowing her to beBERILLIA, 
whom I thought one of the ſincereſt of my 
Friends. I began to teſtify: fome part of my 
Concern, by enquiting by what means ſhe had 
become in that Condition, and offering to bind up 
her Wounds ; but ſhe wou'd not permit me ; but 
diſcovering all the marks of the moſt poinant and 
terrible Deſpair that ever was, told me, all Care 
wou'd be in vain, that ſhe was a dead Woman — 
and that if there was a Poſſibility for her Wounds 
to be healed, ſhe won'd herſelf make others, which 
ſhou'd be beyond the Power of Art. — And 
then, eiving my Amazement at hearing her 
ſpeak in this manner, Tou (cry'd ſbe) EmrL1vs, 
have the leaſt Reaſon to pity me of all the World 
you 1 have wrong'd in the higheſt manner. 
O! continu'd ſhe, in an Agony to which the Rack is 
mean, Heaven nevercan, for the Injuſtice I have ' 
done you, nor the Ruin I have brought on the 
innocent 'EMANUELL EA - both both 
of you l ad 2 —— traduc'd; and tho' ſhe 
is the greateſt Sufferer, tis ar the on 
Ceiminal, She then, on ny and Amy 
rance of Pardon for whateyer ſhe had done, pro- 
ceeded to inform me, how cruelly ſhe had accus'd 
me to you, and confeſs'd, that all the Intelligence 
ſhe had given me was falſe concerning your clan- 3 
deſtine Marriage with an inferiour Perſon, who | 
ſince grown weary of, you had ſent to Andaluxia, 
where he died ; of a ſhamefuÞ Intrigue you carry'd 
on with anothe , even at the time that you per- 
mitted my Addreſſes; and a thouſand: ſuch like 
* | mon- 
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monſtrous Inventions, which I do not very well 
. . remember; or if I did, ſhou'd bluſh to wound your 
Ears with. 16/9 SDOLOW,p00:23-153.1 
 — EMANUELL A cou'd not hear the Recital of ſuch 
vile Accuſations without lifting up her Eyes to Hea- 
ven, in token of Aſtoniſhment, that there cou'd 
be ſuch Wickedneſs permitted; but reſtrained her- 
ſelf from; ying any thing to interrupt him: and 
he went on in this manner... 
Ixx may ſeem like an idle Excuſe, continu d the 
Count, for me to ſay in my Defence, that when 
- ſhe endeavout'd to bring me to that Opinion her 
| baſe Intentions aim'd, ihe made uſe of all the Ar- 
tifice the Devil ever taught, and bound me from 
_. revealing, either by Words or Letters, a tittle of 
what ſhe had ſaid, by Oaths too terrible to be 
. diſpens'd with; ſo 1 ſhall only ſay, before this La- 
dy who is now my Wife, I at that time thought 
myſelf too much the Husband of EMA NUELLA to 
have made my Addreſſes to any other, had 
not the Stratagems of the falſe BERIIII4 
impos'd ſo artfully on my Belief, as to make me 
imagine the Engagements between us bad been 
firſt diſſolv'd by you. But I will not detain 
- .Four Attention, by alledging any thing in, vindi- 
cation of a Man, whom perhaps, you wiſh not 
ſhou'd be clear'd.z- and who has it not now in his 
N to repair the Injuries you have ſuffer'd on 
his ſcore. ——— The dying BER1LLIA, as 1 
was about to tell you, had Breath enough to con- 
feſs all this firſt part of her Barbarity at large, 
but her Strength decreaſing, ſhe run but Nightly 
over that which ſhe afterwards was guilty of: te 
7 Jon, in conſpiring with a young Man, whom he 
or a long time had held a eximinal Converiation 


= 


With, to rob you of that Money ſhe bad advis'd 
Tv to call out of her Father's hands; —— and 
how the Villain, as ſhe was travelling with him to 
Toledo, as he had made her hope, had aber it 
* . * om 
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the Loſs ſhe 
ments ſhe had with the Count, 
ing off. — ber going afterward among the 
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from her, ſtabb'd her, and left her in that condt- 
tion in which [ found her. ——— The Horrors 


which ſeiz' d on this poor Wretch, at the approach 


of Death, would be too dreadful to deſcribe : Never 
did I ſuſtain a ſhock like what the light of them 
occaſion'd in me; but, baſe as ſhe had been, L 
had promis'd her Forgiveneſs ; and indeed, the 


Penitence ſhe expreſs d ſeem'd to deſerve it: there- 
fore, after waiting till I found ſhe had no longer 


Senſe of Pity or Conſo'ation, I remounted, and 
rode as faſt as I cou'd into the Town; with the 
melancholy Account of what I had ſeen and heard 
to Don JABIN, who, not forgetting ſhe was his 
Child, tho* a diſobedient one, ſent Servants to 
fetch her Body, and bury'd it in a Faſhion ſuitable 
to her Quality. 8 

HEAEB EMiLlivus concluded his Narration, 


which, as he expected, put an end to the Wonder 


this little Company had been in, before they had 
any gueſs how PLACIITI IA and he had been ac- 
quainted : but not only his Wife, but Jacinta 
had alſo heard much of EMANUELTL A, the Mis- 
fortunes which the Avarice of Don PRDR O had 
ſubjected her to, the Favour ſhe had found 
from the — A obliging him to repair part of 

d ſuſtain'd, | & Engage- 
their break- 


- 


Pourclairs, her ſudden leaving them ;j — 
and the Diſcourſe that fill'd the Town for what rea- 
ſon ſhe had been oblig'd to do fo. ———— All 
this was no Sectet to either of them, and from the 
firſt Diſcovery that PlAc iI IA Was EMANVU- 
EIL, they ceas'd to be ſurpriz'd at the Effects of 
ſuch a meeting: but both of them, as well as EMA 
.NUELL A herſelf, expected he would have taken 
ſome notice, in his Diſcourfe, of the little Vi e- 
TORINUS, Who, | doubtleſs, had not been left 
unmention'd by BERILL1a'; and whom, ſince 

140% the 


Crime he bas been but betray'd to act, 1 
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- the clearing of his Mother's Innocence, he cou'd 
make no doubt of being his own Child 


but that was a Subject he fear'd wou'd be too 


ſhocking to the well-known Niceneſs of Emanu- 


ELLAa's Modeſty, — Beſides, be knew not how 


his Wife might take a Repetition of what, by many 
_ Circumſtances, ſhe cou'd not bur be ſenſible of with- 


out But that Lady 1 . — Reaſonsof his Si- 
wi 


lence on that head, ling to ſhew how much 
her Soul diſdain'd that mean Paſſion Wives are too 
liable to fall into 3 taking EmManvELt a by the 
Hand, and preſſing it with à moſt obliging Ten- 
derneis; Tho', Madam { ſaid ſhe ) the Count has 
Charms, which created in me a Wiſh to become 
his Wife, long before I had the Jeaſt Hope of be- 
ing ſo ; 1 beg you will believe me, when I proteſt 
by all that's facred, that had I been appriz d of 
the Right you had in him, I would have choſe to 


fall a Martyr to Deſpair, rather than by gratifying 


my Deſires, have been guilty of fo much Injuſtice; 
nor can I ever yield to be Partaker more of Joys 
to which you have a ſuperior Claim, unlefs you 
vouchſafe to give a Sanction which the Prieſt 
not the power to do: EIL Is firſt was yours,. 
is ſtill yours, by all thoſe Ties wbich ought to 
bind an honeſt Mind; and, if you can 1 the 
nere re- 


fign him, and with him, the Tide I have inno- 
cently ſo long uſur pd. — EMANUELL A, 
who had liſtned with | Surprize to this uncommon 
Generoſity, wou d ſuffer her to proceed no farther, 
dur interrupting her How glad ant 1 
(Aid fre) to find before 1 die, one Woman, whoſe 
Excellence of Nature will preſerve: my Ses from 
thoſe Imputations the monſtrous Wickedneſs 
of BEZAIIIIA word elſe; draw on itpꝛ 
But, do not think, moſt incomparable J VITA, 


that I have a Soul ſo little capable of Gratitude; as 


to abuſe ſuch Goodneſs; v——— ENI Ius is only 
1 h Fours; 


4 
, — — . 
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of his Bed, I celinquiſh'd 
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yours,; whatever nts had:paſs'd-between 
— I myſelf. 44d 4. When, by the 
Loſs of my Fortune 1 eg ot Pg Fant unworthy 

all the Right his Vows 
had given me to him ; and his enfranchis'd\ Heart 
was free for you, or any Lady whoſe Deſerts 
might claim the Prize. I have nothing to 
accuſe him of, and am Wo much his Friend, not 
to rejoice that his good Stars directed him, where 
Beauty join id wich ſuch conſummate Virtue cannot 
fail to give him laſting Happineſs, Nothing I 
cou*d ſay wou'd be ſufficiently Pictureſt, to paint 
the various Agitations which perplex'd the Soul of 
EMII IVS all the time they were ſpeaking ; but 
the Matter was too delicate for him, to offer at an 
LIaterpoſition; and not being able to ſay any thing 
but what might poſlibly caule Diſtaſte either in the 
one or the other, he choſe to remain ſilent, and 
leave the noble- minded Ladies to decide the gene- 
rous Conteſt as they pleas d: When the admira- 
ble Jul 1 a thus prolecuted the Deſign, which had 
induc'd her to ſpeak in the manner ſhe had done 
toEMANUELLA. Since, Madam, (i be) 
either to the Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, which 
will not ſuffer you to render a Woman, ho, you 
think, has not ſufficient - Fortitude: to ſuſtain it, 
miſerable by the Loſs of all ſhe loves, or to the 
little inclination you have to pardon him, who, at- 
ter the admirable EMANUELLA, con d look on 
any other with a Lover's Eyes : To which ſoever 
of thefe Reaſons I am indebted for the continu- - 
ance of the Name I wear, you muſt permit me 
to remind you, there is another Tye, of which you 
have not the power to diſengage EMIL1US:;— 
This lovely Infant (continu'd ſbe,taking VictorINUs 
in her Arms) whom at firſt ſight attracted my Love, 
muſt ever be acknowledg'djas the juſt Heir of all 
his Father is poſſeſs'd of ; — and, give me leave 
| alſo, to regard him with a Mother's Tenderneſs; 


and 


— 


p ; g | 
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and how many Children ſoeyer Heaven fhall be 
pleas d to bleſs me with, make him an equal Sha- 
rer with them ot all the little Fortune 1 can call 
my own. —— Nay (added ſhe, after a little Pauſe, 
- and pertetuing, by her Looks, the Confuſion E M A- 
- NUELL &'s Soul at theſe Words) as a Teſtimony 
that you are not diſpleas'd at the Intereſt I pretend 
to take in this little Charmer, you muſt conſent to 
live with me as a Siſter, —— as a Friend. 
Here Donna JIAcix TA (pitying from her Soul 
the Emotions EAN UBLLA mult feel at ſuch Ob- 
ligements from her Rival) thought it was her Place 
to ſpeak; and interrupting her, No, Couſin, (ſaid 
| ſhe) 1 muſt put a bar to this laſt Requeſt ; — 

I had a Friendſhip for EMANUELL a, before I 
knew who ſhe was, and cannot conſent to part 
wich her when 1 find her fo much more worthy 
my Eſteem : — She muſt continue with-me 
till Death inforces a Separation She was 
about to ſay ſomething more, when EManu- 
EL LA, over - preſs'd with Shame, with Gratitude, 
with Tenderneſs, and perhaps a mixture of ano- 
ther Paſſion more difficult to be ſupported than all 
the reſt, had no longer —_— to ſtruggle with 
the differing Agitations, and ſunk fainting in her 
Chair: It would be hard to ſay, whether the Care 
of bringing her to herſelf, appeat d moſt zealous 
in the Endea vours of Donna JI, Donna ] A- 
c IN TA, or E MIL1v's; the latter of whom, as 
ſoon as ſne was in a Condition of hearing them, ſaid 
a thouſand tender and obliging chings to her; nor 
did the generous Partner ot his Bed conceive the leaſt 
Diſpleaſure at it, but, on the contrary thought he 
never cou'd expreſs a Senſe enough of what that 

unhappy Lady had ſuffet d for him, and wou'd have 
rejoycd that Fate had put it in ber power to have 

afforded her any Conſolation: but alas! her Mi'- 

fortunes were now arriv'd at their utmoſt height, 

and ſoon muſt know a Period with her Life. —— 


Reſent- 
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The UntimelyD 1scoveRy. 111 
Reſentment was all which for a long time had kept 
the Lamp of Life awake, and that being now 
extinguiſh'd in a Flood of ſofter Pathons, the other 
muſt of neceſſity expire, <———— They ſoon 
found ſhe was too much diſorder'd for Converſa- 


tion, and therefore thought it convenient ſhe 


ſhould be put into a Bed, where perceiving ſhe 
beer worſe, a Phyſician was ſent for to attend; 
ut from the Moment he ſaw her, he began to 
doubt any Succeſs of his Preſcriptions: In ſhort, 
ſhe died in three days, of no other Diſtemper than 
a broken Heart; equally lamented by Donna Ju- 
LIA as by EmiLtus and JacIiNTaA: Nor did 
they, after her Death, take leſs Care than the 
had promis'd of young VicTorINuS; cock 
ſeem'd to out-vye the other in their Fondneſs of 
him: He was bred in all the Accompliſhments 
which can adorn a Youth of Quality; and after 
the Deceaſe of Eu II Is and his generous Lady, 
who never had any Children herſelf, was left in 
poſſeſſion of the Fortunes of them both, with a 


conſiderable Addition from the Friendſhip of ] A- 


CINTA : which he makes uſe of with a Nobleneſs 
of Soul, proportionable to the Hopes of thoſe 
who gave him the Means of expreſſin 

at this day the greateſt Ornament of the Kingdom 
which claims his Birth, Wes 
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Being the Secret Hiftory 
of a late AMoU 2. 
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What Sh the Purity of . Maids, 

In Courtly Balls, and Mid- night Maſquerades ; © 

Safe from the treacherous Friend and daring Spark, 

The Glance by Day, and Whiſper in the Dark: 

When kind Occaſiow prompts their warm Deſires, 12 

When 255 ck ſoftens, | and when Hana fires ! 
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O WY - AR PS are. oh Ke 
D UE hich Authors. have; in Ad. 
= areſſes.of "this Nature; and 
V 5 conſidering the Diſpoſition. of 
pe preſent Age, and the Scar- 
rity of Worth. to counter, #boſe. extras 
vagant Encomiums in 40610 among 
Podicatots, many mut be extremely. # — 


ASS 


fords us one Example of ; 


ference alone, that you are nam 


(5) 


4 boſs for even the ſhadow of an Excuſe 


for. 8 them. —»—— How wilt there- 
the "toſs Fortuugte wh, my Bappy 


Tea woos fd as Tg: 32 


J be {poke well of by all, oro os 
Prodigy, which I know not if Hiſtory af. 
the over-/pread- 
Ins Wings of foul Detraction reach from 

be Cottage to the Throne, and Wen a 
Fenn uni verſal; bug Leu, Sir ! 
are an Exception to this yay Rule. 
and the there are but ſew, too 
pong your I; ireues, there are ee 

4 wiſh abey were leſs. —— Thd Rea- 

2 F this is obpi ons, ang ueeds got an 
+ Tau have Parfeffions too 

neceſſary to the Intereſt of the World, not to 


render the Perſon poſſeſs'd of them adm d 
and jov'd 


That uncom mot Benefi- 
kenre of Native, that . Comer ian 
which unter yon to make the Men 
4 Mankind your own, (w e 
2%. 
For the Redreſs of others Grievances, than 
you won be Fitted on yourſelf): Takes 
awny all pojjebility of becomints your Ene- 
. -without being: as web Yo ee 
| Wn 


LL, 


. R * 


without 8 and a Relivver in gene 
N. all thoſe. Oppreſſious which reach 
your Ear; ifs Tas, to merit ſach a Chu. 
rafter, be to le dear and valuable ta. the 


World, it it not ro bg wonder d at, that 
you frould never be mention'd but with 


Veneration, nor thought of but with the 
bigheſt Regard. 


But in the mii of but Pleaſure, 
which the Contemplation of all, 'who are 
ſo happy as #6 know yon n afford, there 
ariſes alſo a melancholy Reflection, that 
when we ſhall baue the Misfortune of lo- 
fing you, there Fae n ſecond Phoenix 
from aur vaſt a Mitigation 

of our Sorrows won d it be, did yon leave 
us a, Son, the' Inberitor of bis Father's 
Virtues \; I dare not mention thoſe Graces 
_ which might be expected to have been bis 
Portion from the other Side, elſe, for the 
glory of my Sex, ſhould gladly touch,as far 
as my weak Pen would give me leave, on 
ſome of thoſe many excellent Qualities, 
which render d her the Pride and Or- 

nament of it; but ſhe now ſhines in a ſub- 
| limer 


| « . 
une Sphere, the Companion of Angels. 
the: Delight of thoſe above,/"tis ſhe was the 
moſt eminent Pattern of Perfection bere. 
And to remind you of fo irreparable a 
Loſs, wou'd be far from anſwering that 
End which the Trifle, I take the liberty 
of | preſenting. yon with, was deſigu d for. 
1 haut therefore add no more, ran: vey: 1 
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MASQUERAD 
'O R, 
Farar CURIOSITY: | 


NEAT IBRITAIN has no A. 
| FANG ſembly which affords ſuch variety 

(4 of Characters as the Mas au- 
ers, there are ſcarce any De- 

Wl WP grees of People, of what Religi- 
on or Principle ſoever, that ſome 
time or other are not willing to embrace an op- 
portunity of partaking this Diverſion. But amon 
the number of thoſe who pretty often "lt, 
it, was a Gentleman, whoſe real Name, for ſome 
reaſons, I ſhall conceal under that of DoRINM E- 
vs: He is young, handſome, gay, gallant, has 
an affluence of Fortune and of Wit, is a paſhonate | 
Lover of Intrigue, and tis not to be doubted but 
that with all theſe Accompliſhments, be found a 
great many among the Fair Sex to ie that 
Diſpoſition: He ſeldom went there without his Ap-, 
pointment; and it often hapned that three or four 
Ladies would give him a deſcription of their _- 

4 dits, 
{iP 


6 En F [IT enlous 


a 9 


thoſe other facile 


_ dent had den Nun, 
confiis*d Medley of all. 
| to her «ffi 


would I depri 8 — 
ms 1 e 

tures wih uche He waswever whom Emba- 
raſſments of that nature g It rook up great part of 
By time, in readiag and anſwering the Reproaches 


Complaints he daily rechtved from thoſe - | 
ht themſelves lighted ; and it his T | 
7 2 no Sualty Wiſt, ke would 

res rae new Ates. ö 
Bra 5 great chance, one evening he went, 
irely eee to e Gallantry; but - 
FT nis -Opporwnity to 0 
28 = 725 FA. — — a Adventute in his . 
3 Þ therÞ be litile thou gbe of. f 
F. | > Bon Mien had aa et 0 
| A fk ae Sh a 4 — 82 2 numb r of obs 1 
Fae ither * | , 
. 0 d 
de that Ing f. — faint i 


Ie mo 

Fer: Doflim s was. - them, 

And was one of the Grd] 2 — 
het. to'herfe'lf, Re ws too wen acquainted wi 


the Fex, 8 cen, and 


was provided wich 4 Bottle of 
5 tis Pocket; Her Mag muſt now be taken 
off i give*her Arp and tho%by this time the-Acci- 

Gy pfieswQuecns, and a 
Conditions 27 Proteſſions 
Wage, it was 10 hig Efores ſhe was in- 
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FATAL CURIosiTY. 7 
who had the honour of holding her in his Arms, 


_ that little deprivation of Senſe! It was he 


who 
Life, and catchiug the firſt Sigh which iſſued from 


ad the pleaſure of perceiving her returns of 


the ſtruggling Soul ! — Tis difficult to determine, 
whether, at the firſt plucking oft her Mask, the 
ſight of her Face gave greater Motives of uneaſi- 
neſs to the Men or the Women which were about 
her; thoſe only who have experienc'd what it is 


to love or envy, can be judges what kind of pains 
the dne felt im a hopeleſs Deſire, or the other in 
feeing themſelves ſo far out- rivall'd. Nature ne- 
ver form'd Features more compleatly lovely than 


thoſe of this Fair indifpos'd — all the Graces ſeem'd 


aſſembled in her Countenance —— a thouſand 
dimpled Charms play'd round her lovely Mouth 


a. thouſand little Loves laugh'd in her ſhining 
Eyes the Delicacy of her Complexion ex- 


ceeded all compariſon — her Neck, her Breaſts, 
her fine-proportion'd Hands and Arms — there 


was no part of her expos'd to view, that did not 
diſcover a Beauty peculiar to itſelf, —— The little 
Confuſion,and thoſe modeſt Bluſhes which attended 
it, added ſomewhat to the Luſtre of her native 
Charms: ſhe thank'd all thoſe who had been aiding 
to her Recovery, with a Voice ſo full of harmo» 
ny, and a Look ſo ſweetly innocent, that it had a 
wonderful effect on all: bur Do RIM ENUs, whoſe 
Heart was eaſily ſet on fire by the ſight of the 
leaſt kindling Beauty, con'd not behold Perfection, 
ſuch as hers, without feeling an exceſs of that Paſ- 
ſion it was created to inſpire ; — former Succeſſes 
gave him a greater boldneſs than is ordinarily the 
conſequence of Love. — He was too well ac- 
uainted with his own Power of pleaſing, to ſuffer 
thro” a fear to offend ; and while the others bow'd 
and retired at a becoming diſtance, that ſne might 
have leave to recover thoſe Diſorders, which her 
late Swoon, and the Shame for being ſo ſurpriz'd, 
VOL. IV. G had 


8 be Mas du ERAD ERS: Or, 
had thrown; her in, he caught her in his Arms, excu- 
ſing himſelf for doing ſo, by telling her be fear'd 
"the was not yet perſectly well, = that he-could 
conſent to leave her without ſupport, till he was 
aſſur d ſhe was entirely paſt danger of a Relapſe. 

The Poet ſays, ow 


(| 5 In Love there is a Time, 
| When dull Obedience is the greateſt Crime. 


Tho this Lady entreated and ſtruggled to get looſe, 

he eaſily read in her Eyes, thoſe infallible Be- 

trayers of the Heart, that he did not diſoblige her 

in refuſing her requeſt : He entertain'd her with 

ſo much Wit and Gallantry, and the appearance of 

ſo violent a Paſlion, that ſhe, who was by nature 

pretty amorous, and eaſy to receive an Impreſſion, 

cou'd not fail a ſuſceptibility of Charms, which 

? there are very few in the World to equalize. She 

| had often heard ot DoR IM EN Us, had ſeen him 

at a diſtance, and tis probable wiſh'd to be ad- 

dreſs'd by him in the manner ſhe now was: She 

had not Artifice enough to diſguiſe the Pleaſure ſhe 

/ took in his Converſation, from a Penetration ſo 
nice, and ſo experienced as his, He made his 
advantage of thoſe Glances which ſhe could not 
reſtrain, and deſirous of being inform'd of what 
Character and Circumſtances ſhe was, made uſe 
of all his Eloquence to perſuade her to permit him 
to accompany her home. Had ſhe, any real Scru- 
ples to oppoſe what he requeſted, he had Wit 
enough to find Arguments againſt them; but as 
ſhe had none but ſuch as were inſpir'd only by a 
tear of appearing too free, and conſequently but 
WS faintly urged, was not long before ſhe ſuffer'd her- 
| felf to be prevail'd on, to grant what perhaps ſhe 
wiſh'd with no leſs Ardency than him who a5k'd it. 
Two Chairs were immediately call'd, and he had 
the Satisfaction of publicly triumphing o'er a Num- 
der who wiſhed to be in his place, as in his own 

Lei | Thoughts 
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Thoughts he doubted not of doing ſo in private 
over all thoſe Scruples, Virtue, Fear, or Honour, 
might raiſe in her Breaſt to the prejudice , of his 

BE1NG come to her Houſe, (which was a very 
handſome and well-furniſh'd one) the Obligations 
ſhe. lay under for the care he had taken of her, 
ſery'd as an excuſe for the extraordinary Reception 
ſhe gave him. — There was nothing the Seaſon 
afforded of rich and rare, but ſhe order'd for his 
Entertainment; and he eaſily had the Addreſs to 
draw from her in Converſation fo much of her 
Affairs, as to know ſhe was a Widow, and.liv'd 
wholly independent on the Favour of, any Relati- 
on Whatever. This Information not a little 
pleas'd him, there was no danger of any Father or 
Husband to interpoſe between him and his De- 
ſigns; — all he had to apprehend, was, that as 
they both were ſingle; fhe might expect that were 
he really poſſeſs'd of that Paſſion he would have 
her believe, he would make Overtures of a diffe- 
rent nature to thoſe he ever had done to any, and 
which, as lovely as he thought her, were no way 
agreeable to his Humour. — As he was perfect) 
acquainted with the World, and in particular with 
the Foibles, Paſſions, and Inadvertencies of the 
Fair Sex; he thought the ſureſt Method of ſucceed- 
ing in ſuch a Caſe, was not to give her time for 
Reflection. He therefore preſs'd her with all thoſe 
ſoft undoing Infinuations, thoſe melting Teader- 
neſſes, — ſeducing Arts which Deſire never fails 
to inſtruct. Few Men, how dull and ſtupid 
ſoever they appear in other things, but have Arti- 
fice enough this way : — But DoRIMENUsãS, 
as he had a ſhare of Wit infinitely ſuperior to moſt 
of his Sex, ſo he had alſo a Face and a Perſon 
which render'd the Blandiſhments he made . uſe 
of more gracetul and perſuaſive: All Eyes become 


not Love, ſome inſtead of the impreſlive Languiſh- 


10 The MASQUERADERS: Or, 
ment they would aſſume, degenerate into a heavy 
Dullneſs, rather forbidding, than exciting the Paf- 
fion they would raiſe; bur his, whatever Air they 
wore, were always charming !— whether the gay 
Delights of Hope revell'd in their Glances, or 
trembling Doubt aw'd their contracted Fires in 
down-calt Languiſhment! — whether they ſeem'd 
to triumph or beſeech, they were inchanting ſtill! 
in every-kind of Look tranſporting ! 9 71 | 
VAST was their Power, and numberleſs the 
Conqueſts they had gain'd! — DAT IN DA (tor 
fo ſhall 1 call the preſent Victim of their force) 
had not Arguments ſufficient to confute the Strenu- 
ouſneſs of thoſe he urg'd, and even Reaton ſeem'd 
to take the part of Love. — In fine, that very 
Night he cofnpleated his Conqueſt, and got poſ- 
ſelfon of all thoſe Joys dn grown Prize could 
give. — The God of tender Inſpirations wirh 
— 5. beheld the Sacrifice was made him, and 
_ bleft the amorous Pair with doubled Vigour, and 
uncommon Rapture. _— The happy. Dox1mnt- 
wos confeſs'd a Tranſport beyond what he i&er 
felt before, and the unrepenting Fair avow'd her 
lovely Conqueror's unequal'd extent of charming, 
Born were ſo highly ſatisfy'd with each other, 
that I know no way to make the Reader ſo truly 
ſenſible of it, as to repeat a few Lines which D'o- 
KIMENUS, Who at ſome times was very poetical- 
ly inclin'd; writ on the Tranſactions of this Night, 
and happen'd a few days after to ſhew to ſome of 
his Friends, which to the beſt of my Remembrance 

run thus : OW ION 10 


An amorous Pair with mutual Warmth inſpired, 
: Alike deſiring, an1 alike defir"d, © {Er HH 97 
Clap 'A in each other's Arms, reſolt d 40 know "WD 

I extremeſt Bliſs ' which Nature can beſtow +" 
Tove made ih Banquet, each a hungry GE 
my with greedineſs de vour A the luſcious Feaſt"! 00 
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While their full Eyes with Extaſy ran o er, | 
Enjoying all, yet craving till for more 
Joys too ſublime for Language to expreſs, 
And which even Thought itſelf muſt render leſ*, 


'Tis certain that for a time my had for each 
other, Charms which they imagin'd were not to be 
found elſewhere , ſhe really doated on him with a 


_Tranſcendency of Paſſion, and he, tho? ever ac- 


counted the moſt roving and inconſtant of his Sex, 
'prefer'd the Conqueſt of ber Heart ro all the o- 
thers he had made, not only becauſe it was the 


laſt, but alſo that when he conſulted his Judgment, 


he knew of: none that had the thouſandth part of 
her Merit: —— For ſome Months he devoted him- 
ſelf entirely to her, and in all probability ſbe might 
much longer have continu'd the reigning Miſtrefs 
ot his Soul, had ſhe not herſelf been acceſſary to 
her. own Misfortune, by a Miſmanagement, which 
thoſe who love, as ſhe did, to Madneſs, can hard- 
ly avoid falling into. There is nothing in the 
world more difficult, than to forbear talking of 
that on which our Thoughts are continually em- 
ploy'd ; and as the Idea of her belov'd Dor 1- 
MENUS was never from her Mind, no Converſa- 
tion was pleaſing in which he had not a part. 
Whatever Company ſhe happen'd to be in, ſhe al- 
ways found ſome pretence to make him the The 
of het Diſcourſe, and even among thoſe who were 
the greateſt Strangers to him, would invent ſom 
way to introduce bis Name —— ut all this fel 
ſhort . of the Satisfaction The wanted: — He 
Soul, full of his Charms, wild *twixt Defire an 
Tranſport, could not contain the vaſt Exceſs. ——» 
She long'd to impart the mighty Blifs ; the 129591 
to pour out the overwhelming Tranſport. ©, 
PHIL ECT 4, a young Lake on whoſe Wit, Ge- 
neroſity, and Good- nature 


e had an entire de- 


pendence, was the Perſon ſhe made cholce of, to be 
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12 The MASQUERADERS: Or, 
intruſted with the dear burthen of this Secret; and 
while ſhe related to her the Particulars of her Hap- 
ineſs, felt in the delicious Repreſentation, a Plea- 
458 perhaps, not much inferiour to that which 
the Reality afforded, — Having brought herſelf to 
make this Confidence, ſhe no ſooner parted from 
his Embraces, than ſhe flew to her fair Friend, gave 
her the whole Hiſtory of what had paſs'd between 
them—repeated every tender Word he ſpoke—not 
the leaſt fond Endearment was forgot=—deſcrib'd 
his Looks—his melting Preſſures his Ardours | — 
his Impatiences! ——his Extaſies! his Languiſh- 
ments! — endeavour'd to make her ſenſible how 
different he was from other Lovers! — how much 
beyond his Sex! —— with what a God-like Subli- 
mity of Paſhon he ador'd her! —— and what 
was more prodigious than the reſt, aſſur'd her, 

that each Enjoyment but encreaſed Deſire. 

.PHILECTA, who had herſelf ſuffer'd much by 
Love, and the Ingratitude of a Man who had de- 
ceiv'd her with Profeſſions of much the ſame na. 
ture with thoſe her Friend ſeem'd now ſo certain 
were ſincere, liſten'd to her at firſt only with Com- 
on, not doubting but that in a very little time 
the ſhould hear from her as many Expreſſions of 
Complaint as now ſhe did of Rapture. But 
Pity wearing off, by being at length brought to 
believe twas needleſs, a different Paſſion roſe in 
its ſtead ; ſhe began to envy the Happineſs of her 
Friend ſince her own Deception, ſhe had 
not beliey'd there was ſuch a thing as Conſtancy 
in Man , would neyer encourage = Addreſſes 
that were offer'd her had retir'd herſelf from 


Company ; and having with a vaſt deal of Pain, at 
laſt ſet free her Mind from a Paſſion which had 
been ſo deſtructive to her Peace, deſpis'd the Ef- 
fects ſhe ſaw of it in others. But now to hear 
daily thoſe luſcious Deſcriptions of continu'd Ar- 
doors to read his Letters, and to find 2 | 
a | ; 


FATAL CuRIOS IT. 13 


ſtill the laſt was more endearing than the former; 
ve her, as ſhe imagin'd, ſufficient Reaſon to 
complain of the Severity of her own Fate, which 
rmitted her not to have known thoſe Joys 
which ariſe from the Proof of reciprocal Affection. 
SHE had never ſeen DorImwENUs, but was 
perfectly well acquainted with his Character; and 
was therefore the more ſurpriz'd that a Man whom 
all the World talk'd of as the handſomeſt, wittieſt, 
and moſt inconftant of the Sex, ſhould now con- 
fine ' himſelf to one who, in her Opinion, was 
far from mary an from him DALINDA 
indeed (would ſhe cry to herfelf) has Beauty, but 
there are other Women as agreeable in their Per- 
ſons, and infinitely more fo in their Conver- 
fation, that have not met with ſo grateful a 
Return,—I cannot think what he ſees in her 


ſhe ha 


s nothing but a Face to recommend her — 
ſhe has no Wit — every thing.ſhe fays is tri- 
fling . all her Notions are poor and inſignifi- 
eant — and I am certain has not Delicacy enough 
of Soul to be capable of any degree of that Paſſion 
ſne ſeems ſo fond of profeſiing. _—— She may 
like, but tis impoſlible he ſhould love. 

I T was not that PHILECT a was naturally ad- 
dicted to Detraction, or that ſhe had too g an 
opinion of her own Merits to think favourably 

thoſe of another; for, excepting the Beauty of: 
her Perſon,” ſhe was in realiry every way ſuperiour 
to DAT IND and inferring from that Judgment 
that Do ME NUsS look'd no farther than he ex- 
teriour Part, could not believe him a Man of that 
Nicety ſhe had heard him fam'd for, — When 
ſhe reflected on his manner of writing, ſhe was 
convinc'd he had an uncommon ſhare of Wit: but 
then, when ſhe conſider'd how little the other was 

apable of anſwering his Letters, ſhe knew not 
how he could reconcile to his good Senſe the ſend. 

ing them. 1 
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Tu Ar ts ſhe made uſe of for and againſt 
him in her Mind, raiſed at length a prod! 
ſire to entertain him: ſhe fancy'd that i 
an opportunity of talking to him half an hour, ha 
ſhould be able to form à more exact Judgment of 
his Sentiments, and Humour, than all ſhe could 
ather from Deſcription. She told DAL INA ſhe 
2 a Curioſity ot ſeeing her Lover, and deſir'd 
ſne might be admitted to come, as by Accident, 
to viſit her ſome day when he was with her; but 
as indifferent an opinion as ſhe had of this Lady's 
Underſtanding, ſhe found it not fo eaſy to prevail 
on her to grant this Requeſt, as ſhe had imagin'd x 
In ſpite of that Knowledge moſt Women have of 
their own Perfections, ſhe doubted their Force in 
the preſence of one who had ſo many, tho“ of a 
different ſort from thoſe ſhe was miſtreſs of, 


Ir Palit er had a leſs delicate Complexi- | 


on or Features, not altogether caſt in ſo fige Mould, 
there was ſomething ſo irreſiſtibly engaging in ber 
Eyes, as well ſupplicd all other wants; beſides ſhe 
had a Shape the moſt exquiſite that could be, and 
was the genteeleſt Woman in the World. 
Then for her Converſation, it was ſuch, that there 
was ſcarce a Poſlibility of quitting it without a wiſh 
to re- en joy. All theſe Charms confider'd, the 
other - have been more weak than, ſhe Was 
thought to be, if ſhe had introduced the Perſon 
poſſeſſed of them to the Man ſhe lov'd, and who ſhe 
was ſenſible had ſo true a taſte of Wit; ſhe would 
not, however, abſolutely refuſe her, but evaded 
what ſhe ask'd in as artful and obliging a manner 
as ſhe could. But PIITIIZCTA eaſily perceiv'd it 
was not by her means {he ſhould ever have her Cu- 
rioſity ſatisfy d, and therefore forhore repeating 
her Requeſt, unleſs ſometimes to gratify her Spleen, 
by putting the other to the pain of inventing Ex- 
_—_ which | ſhe. knew ſhe, was not very rea- 
dy at. | 
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FarTAL CU TOSIT Y. 15. 
The Inclination ſhe had before of ſeeing and 
aking to him, now growing ſtronger by bei 
por „ {he reſolv'd — it Das way 2 
other; and DALINDA, according to cuſtom, ſtill 
continuing to inform her of all that paſs'd between 
them, one day told her he had made hera Preſent. 
ofa Ticket for the MasQUERADEt A'Stratagem 
came preſently in her head, which ſeem'd to aſſure 
her of Succeſs. She enquir'd, in a "careleſs 
manner, and, and fo as cou'd got be taken to have 
any deſign in it, what Hour the was to go, what 
Habits both were to wear, and whether they went 
together from her Houſe, and were to meet at the 
MASQUERADE, or any other Place; and being 
fully inform'd of every ching ſhe wanted to know, 
told her ſhe had an Acquaintance who was the 
moſt artful Creature in the World in dreſſing Ladies 
for that Diverſion; and that if ſne pleaſed; ſhe 

would ſend her. \ 4 
TAE other joyfully 2 of the Offer, being 
willing to appear as amiable as ſhe could in all 
Dreſſes in the Eyes of Do RIM ENS. The ap- 
pointed Day and Hour arriv'd, and PHILBCTA 
tail'd not of ſending a Perſon to aſſiſt her ĩn equip- 
ping her, as ſhe had promiſed. This was a 


Creature of her own, whom ſhe recommended, 


and under the pretence of ſerving, was to delay the 
time In the mean while, ſhe drefled hier- 
ſelf in a Habit, in every thing exactly the fame 
with that which DALIN DA had told her ſhe was 
to wear ; and being inform'd by her of the direct 
Hour ſhe had appointed to meet him in, took care 
to be there early enough. —She ſoon diſtinguiſh'd 
er Spamard, (for it was in that Diſguiſe 
that her unthinking Friend told her he was to be) 
and he as ſoon found his Da LIND ashe thought) 
ina neat Indian Slave. He ran to her; and 
caught her in his Arms, (the freedom of that Place 
allowing that familiarity) which ſhe receiv'd ig 


G 5 | a man- 
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16 The MASQUERADERS:: Or, 
a manner becoming the Perſon he took her for, 
reſolving ſtill to act the Part ſhe had begun, till 
Neceſſity ſhould oblige her to confeſs the Coun- 
terfeit. ö | 
H1s Behaviour and the tender and obligi 
things he ſaid, made her know Da LIN D had not 
boaſted of the Power ſhe had over him, without 
ſome reaſon; and that if he did not in reality love 
her, he fo well feign'd the Paſſion, that a Woman 
of more Diſcernment than ſhe was miſtreſs of, 
might. have been deceiv'd by it. But ſhe had not 
an opportunity of diſcovering ſo much of his man- 
ner of Converſation as ſhe expected. He took a 
fudden fancy in his head of going home, and all 

ſhe could ſay to prevail on him to the contra 
was ineffectual :-he told her he found himſelf a 
little diſorder'd on the ſudden, that he was certain 
the Noiſe, Heat, and Confuſion of the place they 
were in, would be far from affording him 'any 
Relief, and that he would go with her to her Houſe, 
and paſs the Remainder of the Evening there,—— 
He ſo little expected a Refuſal from her, that he 
order'd Chairs, and had almoſt forc'd her into one 
-before ſhe recover'd Preſence enough of Mind, to 
think what ſhe had beſt do and in the hurry 
of the Apprehenſion of being carry'd to Da- 
LIN, and all her Contrivance betray'd, pluck'd 
off ber Mask, and let him ſee his Miſtake, 
Bor ſtood confounded for ſome Moments 
He, thro' ſurprize for what reafon ſhe had no ſoo- 
ner convinc'd him of it, and ſhe, thro* the Confu- 
fion of her Thoughts, what Excuſe to make for 
having done ſo. She, however, was the firſt 
who overcame it, and aſſuming as gay an Air as 
poſſible; . You ſee, Sir, ſaid ſhe, how im- 
poſſible it is for you to do any thing in private; not 
All your Caution to preſerve the Honour of D a- 
LENDA, cou'd prevent a Woman, who ſuſpected 
your Amour from detecting you too plainly for a 
2 | Denial. 
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FATAL CURIOSITY 17 
Denial. If 'twere; poſſible, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
for your Curioſity to be as diligent, as your Eyes 
and Wit are penetrating, I ſhould not wonder if 
you made diſcoveries of Secrets infinitely more 
conceal'd than this: ut, continu d he, (te- 
king her Hand, and kiſſing it ia ſpite of her Efforts 
to hinder him) ſince whether by Deſign or Chance, 
you are in poſſeſſion of my Secret, in juſtice to 
myſelf, : I can do no other than endeavour to de 
Maſter of Durs; at leaſt, ſo far as to know the 
name of my Confidant, and where I may wait on 
her to conjure her to preſerve it. Truſt to my 
Generoſity for that, reſum'd ſhe, froggling to get 
from him. On any other Score, I will, retorted he, 
holding her more faſt; but not in this, by Heaven: 
nor will 1 give you ſo juſt a cauſe for Ridicule, as 
the parting from you thus unſatisfy'd would be,— 
Nothin can be more impoſſible than that ſhe 
wou'd have been able to have eſcap'd, without let- 
ting him into the whole Affair, if DAL IND had 
not that moment approach'd the Place . 
After all the Delays and artful Impediment with 
which PHILECTA'S Emiſſary had kept her from 
interrupting them, ſhe was at laſt gotthere, where 
the. firſt Perſon ſhe ſaw, was her dear Don, em- 
ploy'd in this manner. As much taken up as 
HILEC TA Was, ſhe preſently perceiv'd her, and 
forcing one of her Hands from him, was lucky 
enough to get on her Mask before the other came 
near enough to diſcover who ſhe was. Look 
round, cry'4 ſhe, and take care you have not a 
Witneſs of what you are doing, whoſe Upbraid- 
ings will be more deſtructive to your Peace, than 
any Diſcoveries I ſhall be able to make. She 
had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, when DALIN DA 
coming up to him, and giving him a little blow on 
the ſhoulder with her Fan, cry'd, Tis well, Sir; I 
find you are of too active a Diſpoſition to let a 
moment paſs without its buſineſs, The manner in 
Vinity | Which 
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which this was ſpoke, left him no room to doubt 
that this laſt was really D&'t 18 D's, and in the ſud- 
den ſurprize of being caught at ſuch a Juncture, 
let go the Hand he had kept Priſoner, and P a1- 
LECT a lipt thro' the Crowd, and got into a Chair 
without diſcovery : =—= He did not attempt to ſtay 
her; for tho” he would almoſt have given a Lim 
to have known who ſhe was, he had more Good- 
nature and Complaiſance for the other, than to 
make any offer of purſuing her. It is not to be 
doubted, but that DAT IND ask'd all thoſe Que- 
ſtions which this Adventure render'd excuſable; 
but he was as much to ſeek for the Meaning of it 
as ſne, and only telling her the truth of the Miſ- 
take he had been betray'd into by the likeneſs of 
their Dreſs, eas'd her of great part of thoſe jealous 
Fears ſhe was at firſt ſight of them poſſeſs'd with; 
and purſuing the Inclination he had-of going home 
with her, they paſt that Night as they had done 
many former ones. i 
-—Wrxzn PHILECTA was come home, and had 
the liberry of 8 on this Affair, ſne was 
far from being fo'well contented with what ſhe had 
done, as ſhe imagin'd The ſhou'd have been. —— 
Her Curiofity, or at leaſt ſhe yet knew ſo little of 
herſelf, as to imagine, it was that alone which 
prompted her to take "theſe Meaſures,” was yet un- 


- , fatisfy'd—— ſhe had ſeen Do RIM EBNVUS, and had 


talk'd to him, and was convinc'd that he was a 
Man of fine Figure and fine Senſe; ſhe cou'd not 
_ help acknowledging alſo that the Tenderneſs with 

which he acetic her while he took her for D a- 
LINDA, in part excufedthe Paſſion that Lady had 
for him but {ti} ſhe wanted to know ſome- 
thing more, which if ſhe had a ſecond Opportunity 
of ralking to him, ſhe fancy'd ſhe ſhow be able 
to find out, — She curs'd the Interruption 


which had broke off their Converſation, tho! it was 


the only means which cou have prevented his dif- 
_ covering 
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covering who ſhe was. In fine, ſhe was in 
Love was charm'd with him to an infi- 
nite degree, without being ſenſible ſhe was ſo 
and while ſhe languiſh'd for a ſecond Interview, 
believ'd the Uneaſineſs ſhe felt, no more than the 
effect of a Curioſity ungratify d. Small was 
the Repoſe ſhe took that Night, and to add to the 
Perturbations of her Mind, DALIIN DA in the 
Morning came to viſit her; told her, ſhe but that 
Moment was riſen from the Arms of her Charmer, 
and as ſhe uſed to do, related to her all the Paſſa- 
es of his Behaviour: among the reſt, ſhe told her, 
ſaughing, of the pleaſant Miſtake he had made in 
Addreſſing another Lady for her, and that he cou'd 
not be perſuaded it was any other, tillſhe appear'd 
in reality, and undeceiy'd him. What, cry'd PR- 
LECT Ay. interrupting her, then he did not ſee her 
Face? No, anſwered the other, moſt certainly he 
did not, for if he had, he wou'd ſooner have been 
convinc'd of his Error, and neither have given 
himſelf the Trouble, nor been ſo unmannerly to 
a Stranger, as to have engag'd her in the manner 
I ſurpria d him. You may poſſibly be deceived; 
Madam! reſumed PHILECTA, à little peeviſply, 
all the World allows him to be a Man ot Gal. 
lantry.— and if he had ſeen the Lady's Face, 
perhaps there might be nothing there diſagreeable 
enough to make him think it not worth his while 
to endeavour to engage her. Lord! my Dear, re. 
ply'd the other, you are ſtrangely cruel to put ſuch 
things into one's head. hut I don't much regard 
what you ſay, — you are a Foe profeſs'd to the Sex, 
and will not believe there is one among them wor- 
thy of a Woman's Affection. Not for his Conſtan- 
cy indeed, ſaid P'HILECTAy and tho' I do not 
know DorR1iMENuUs, I believe he has as little of 
that Virtue as the reſt of his Specie. You wou'd 
be of another Opinion, anſwer' d ſhe, if you had 
leen his Behaviour laſt Night, — I never law him 
+50 ſo 
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fo, Thoughtful, ſo: Chaggin, ſo Dull; all I'cou'd ſay 
or do, had not the power to divert him, and this 
for no other Reaſon, than becauſe I ſeemed to ſuſ- 
& the Truth of what he told me concerning the 
Nudeke.— It wou'd be impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Pleaſure theſe words created in PII ACT 4's Soul, 
ſhe preſemiy imagin'd his Melancholy proceeded 
from another Cauſe than that which he pretended, 
doubted not but he fretted at the hindrance the had 
been to his commencing an Acquaintance with a 
Woman who had not ſeemed unworthy of it, and 
grew more eaſy as ſhe thought he grew the con- 
trary . They had a great deal more Chat to the 
ſame purpoſe, and many things that DALINV DA 
ſaid; PAILI EBC TA took to her advantage, others 
the reverſe. She was altogether unable to form 
any direct Judgment of his Sentiments, and Curio- 
fity having now a new and more vigorous Incen- 
tive than before, Ihe refoly'd to be fatisfy'd; and 
try him to the utmoſt, whatever ſhou'd be the 
Conſequence In this deſtruQive, and to her- 
ſelf unquiet Diſpoſition, did ſhe paſs ſome days, 
not knowing what Courſe to take-to compaſs her 
Wiſhes, till the unwary DAL1x DA hapning to tell 
her ſhe expected him at ſuch a time, put a Strata- 
into her head, which till then ſne had never 
— ot: — She took Pen and Paper, and 
counterfeiting as near as ſhe: cou'd the Character 
of the happy DALIN DA, writ to him in this 
manner. 1 27 6 | 
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To Dor 1IMENUS. 


A reyarkry Magyeroorplagss | 


ſign to paſs ſome days with me, males it wholly 
improper for me to ſee you at home, but ſhall-be glad 
to meet you at the appointed Hour, at the Houſe of 
Mr. 2 „ „„ „„ * in She eo eo, +00 © Street; 1 have a 
tarticular Friend lodges there. Enquire: for PA 1» 
LECTA, and you will find ok 


Your moſt Paſſionate | 
and Faithful 
DALIN DA. 


SHE had play'd the Counterfeit ſo well, that 
'twas ſcarce ollie for the moſt diſcerning Eye to 
have diſcovered the difference of the Hand 
Dok luEN Us was entirely deceiv'd by it, and im- 
mediately ſent an Anſwer by the Bearer, that he 
wou'd not fail to be there at the time. 
HaD'PHILECTA ask'd herſelf the Queſtion, 
when the Hour of his Approach drew near, her 
beating Heart had ſoon inform'd her it was to 
ſomething more than Curioſity ſhe ow'd her preſent 


Agitations; but not all her good Senſe, not all her 


former mr pe of the Paſſion ſhe was now a- 
gain poſſeſs'd of, had yet once reminded her, that 

e took all this pains for any thing more, than to 
triumph over the Tenaciouſneſs of DALINDA, 
and to have the pleaſure of rallying her alittle for 
her imaginary Security - or at the moſt, 


that it proceeded from a bare liking of his Conyer- 


ſation 


* 


22 The MASQUERADERS- Or, 
ſation, and a humour of amuſing herſelfat a time, 
bea ſhe had nothing elſe to do. gut as much 


* 
* 


unacquainted as ſhe was with the true ſtate of her 


— 


own Wiſhes, ſhe left nothing undone that ſhe 
thought wou'd be to the ad vantage of her appearing 
well in the Eyes of DPoRTMENuUsSO, her 
Chambermaid and her Glaſs were all the Compa- 
ny ſhe admitted that day,. a thouſand and a 
thouſand times were the Patches plac'd, alter'd, 
and replac'd, —— the Poſition of the Curls as 


often chang'd, — now this, anon that Faſhion 


ſhe thought moſt becoming, —— ſometimes one 
ſort of Glance, then its contrary ſeem'd the likelieſt 
to attract and ſhe remain'd unfix'd in Determi- 
nation, how ſhe ſhou'd Look, or Speak, or Act, 
when ſhe was told he was enquiring for her. — 
'Tis probable indeed, that at fight of him, ſhe for- 
got all the little Arts fhe had been practiſing, and 
receiv'd him with an Air purely natural ; but 
whatever it was, it had ſomething in it, which, as 
he afterwards confeſs'd, was infinitely more enga- 
ging than any thing he had ever ſeen. = To 
find in the Friend and Confidant of DAL IN DA, 
the Woman whom he had attack'd in fo particular 
"a männer at the MaSQUERADE, and whom 
ſince he had ſeen he never ceas'd to with for, as 
an Acquaintance of a different nature than what 
he now had reaſon to hope, gave him a mixture of 
Surprize, Joy, and Concern : He rejoiced at an 
Opportunity of being in her Company, but was 


- heartily vexed at the occaſion, which he expected 


wou'd not. only bring on a ſpeedy Interruption, 
but alfo rake from. him the means of ever being 
able to addreſs her in the manner he deſir' di 
the Confuſion of his Thoughts did not however 


deprive him of the power of — — a great 
many well order'd Compliments on t 


is unlook'd- 
for Happineſs, whieh ſhe rerurn'd in ſuch a faſhion 


26 coufirm'd him in the opinion he had before 


conceiy'd 
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conceiy'd of her Wit, and Good-Breeding, . 
After a pretty deal of Converſation on ordinary 
Subjects, PII NS TA looking on her Watch, 
ſeem' d to expreſs ſome. wonder that DALINDA, 
rarry'd ſo : The time, ſaid. ſhe, in which ſhe 
appointed to be here, is more than an hour ſince 
elaps'd; but I ſuppoſe, ſhe is perfectly ſatisfied of 
the Strength of her Intereſt in the Perſon who 
waits for her, or ſhe wouꝰ d not run ſo 882 Riſque 
of diſobliging him, by leaving him to Conyerſation, 
no way capable of entertaining him, Whether 
this mas es any other del in ſpeaking theſe. 
words, than to prevent him from any ſuſpicion of 
the Plot ſhe had laid to bring him there, is uncer- 
tain ; but they ſeem'd ſo fit a handle for him to 
begin a Diſcourſe, he knew not till then to bring 
about, that he cou'd not let it flip, without havi 
been as ſtupid, as he was really the reverſe, "I 
know not Madam! an{ſwer'd he, (bowing in the 
moſt reſpectful manner} what Excuſe ſhe will be 
able to make to you indeed, for impoſing on your 
Good · Nature this task of Civility to a Man, whom 
your Judgment muſt inform you is for many rea- 
ſons, ſtrangely unworthy of it. For my part, 
the Bleſling I am poſſeis d of by her means, wou'd 
be too great, did not the Cauſe, by which it is 
procur'd, - allay it: Les, Charming PR- 
LECT A, contins'd he, (after a little pauſe, and 
looking on her with the moſt tender and — 
Air) L confeſs myſelf. in this both Ambitious an 
Ungrateful, ——— tho* to be admitted to gaze on 
your adorable Eyes! . to liſten to the Won; 
ders of your Wit! — and to have ſo near a 
view of all your Heaven of Beauties, fills my whole 
Soul with Joy unutterable; yet I am not con- 
tent. O! were 1 allow'd this privilege by your 
kindneſs, ——— had I but merits to deſerve that 
favour, ordid your good opinion enhance the yalue 
of what-I am maſter of, how truly bleſt worn my 


. 


* 


Po 
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Condition! 
Extaſies, dwell on this Hand. devour it with my 


enger Kiſſes, and <—— Here PII EB CTA, who 


from the moment ſhe perceiv'd the aim of his Diſ- 


courſe had. Been Nope from interrupting him only 


by the Confuſion of her Thoughts, now recover'd 
c pact mind enough to prevent his doing as 


e faid.; and ſnatching away her Hand; Whatever 
ood opinion 1 Had entertain'd of you (cry 'A ſhe) 
ich a Behaviour is. the way to forfeit it; nor 
wou'd you treat me in this faſhion, had you not 
the moſf indifferent one of me. — Bur, added ſhe, 
(abating ſomewhat. of that ſeverity which ſhe had 


allum'd when ſhe began to ſpeak) the Weakneſs 
Which is too ordinarily diſcover'd in my Sex, in 
part excuſes your proceeding, — I am ſenſible 


there are not a few of us who cannot be alone 


with one of yours, without expecting an Addreſs 


of the nature you wou'd make to me. Nay, —- 
nay, rejoined ſhe, (perceiving he was about to offer 
ſomething in objection to what ſhe ſaid) 1 have 


mention'd the only undeniable reaſon of your Ap- 
8 — there cannot be another found, —- 
r I am certain the enamour'd Don1iMENus is 
too well yers'd in what will pleaſe DAT IN DA, to 
ſtand in need of practiſing his Leſſon on any other 
Woman; or if hedid, it wou'd not be her Friend 
PHILECTA he wou'd make his Property. 
As much Courage as he uſually had in theſe Attacks, 
as ſucceſsful as he had ever been, he was almoſt 
at a loſs how to proceed with a Lady who he 
found ſo well furniſh'd with Weapons of Defence ; 
and if he had not been inform'd by ſome tell-tale 
Cupids in her Eyes, which now and then flew out 
with tender Meſſages, that he had a Friend within, 
might probably have given over both the Hope and 

the Attempt rs orgy 1 0 abe 
Bo r thus embolden'd, he proſecuted his Dies 
t. 


with all the Artifice of tempting Paſſionknelt, 


ſigb'd, 


4 


* 


how cou'd I ever, rapt in immortal 


— 


an 
— 
* 
— 


. * * 922 - 2 . 


While he was preſling her, 
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her Permiſſion to wait on her again the next day; 


8 


FATATU CunrrosITy. 25 
ſigh'd, begg'd, and {\wore—— faid all that the moſt 
burning, raging Love could. ſuggeſt, or Wit and 
Eloquence find Words for— No Interruption hap- 
pening (for ſhe bad order'd to be deny'd whoeyer 
came). Hour after Hour paſs'd on in this Employ- 
ment, and not a Moment flew without ſome new 
Invention to urge his Paſſion, and to heighten hers. ' 


She was, notwithſtanding what ſhe endur'd in the 


conſtraint,. ſo much on her Guard, as not to let fall 
even a Word that might give him hope. 
SHE would not truſt her own Power of reaſoning 


ſo far as to enter into any Argument with him, but 


on the ſcore of DAL IN DA; and whenever he con- 
jur'd her to pity what he felt, ſhe reminded him 
what 'twas he ow'd to her who had given him the 


' higheſt Proofs of Compaſſion. — He could ſay no- 


thing to her, but what ſhe anſwer'd with the name 


of DALIN DA. — As the Affair was, he had indeed 
a nice Game to play, and it requir'd all the fine 
Senſe and artful Sophiſtry he was maſter. of, to 
ſollicite Fayours from the one, without appearing 


guiley of an Ingratitude for thoſe he had receiy 
rom the other, which might juſtly render his Suit 
of no effect; tho? it is very much to be wonder'd 
at, that that Paſſion which had prompted her to 
take ſo much pains to engage him, and which 
well'd in her ſtruggling 
Heart, and almoſt crack'd the Serine that 590 it, 


did not in ſpite of her burſt out, diſcloſe the God, 


and ſhow its force aboye the faint Controul of 
Reaſon. 7 "06 
Bur DoRIMENUsS was not always to triumph at 
firſt ſight; he could not find a DAT IN DA in PAL 
L EBC TA: as ſhe knew better how to love, ſhe allo 
knew better how to govern it; and the Time be- 
ing arrived, in which, to be conſiſtent with good 
Manners and 8 he muſt be obliged to take 
leave, all he could obtain from her at parting was, 


and 
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and that only, as ſhe pretended, that ſhe might in- 
form him of Datinda, who ſhe told him ſhe 
would ſee in the e and know the Cauſe 
which had detain'd her from coming to the Ap- 
OO DW rarer 5 - 
I x muſt be only a Soul poſſeſs'd of the ſtricteſt 
Virtus and moſt violent Deſire, that can form any 
juſt Idea of what the poor PRHILECTA ſuffer'd in 
ſo exemplary a Self-denial, Never Woman 
lov'd with a greater Tranſcendency of Paſſion, — 
Never Woman was prefs'd to obey the Dictates of 
her own Inclinations with more Subtilty and Vi- 
gour; —— yet never Woman reſiſted with a ſupe- 
Tiour Fortitude, »- The Pangs ſhe endur'd, were 
made more ſharp by a Reflection that ſhe owed 
them to herſelf; and when ſhe confider'd how eaſy, 
how tranquil her Thoughts were before ſhe ſaw 
DokrIMENUsS, it was With the ſevereſt Cen- 
ſure ſhe exclaim'd againſt that Curioſity which had 
fo far betray'd her. She was now no longer 
inſenſible by what Paſſion ſhe had been ſway'd to 
wiſh a ſecond Interview. —— She found ſhe loy'd 


him with an extravagance of Dotage, <— loy'd: 


him to a degree 4 Ys what ſhe had felt before, 
even tho” the breaking it off had very near coſt 
her her Life, and trembled to think what the Con- 
ſequences might be of this ſecond, and more vio- 
Tent Inclination.. - » She was not {ure ſhe ſhould 
always be able to refuſe the melting Preſſures of 
this dangerous Charmer, —— She fear'd the Ef- 
fects of a Deſire ſo wild and ungovernable — and 
juſtly doubted the Force of Reaſon. _ | 

Wuar could ſhe do, what could ſhe 
reſolve, thus tortur'd, thus torn betwixt the fierceſt 
Oppolites —— yet not even in a Thought tranſ- 
grelſing Honour, She at laſt determin'd never to 
Tee him more — No, ſaid fhe to herſelf, all 


charming as he is, tho'my Eyes can know no Joy 


but looking on him, nor my Ears but in Attention 
to 


— 
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to his harmonious Tongue; tho” every Senſe is full 
of his Perfections, and have no taſte for any other 
Pleaſure, they ſhall no more be truſted with the 
fatal Tranſport. —— Virtue, Honour, Religion, 
Reputation are at ſtake, and all cry out, No more 
indulge the ruinous Deſire! —— Fly the deſtructive 
Graces of the lovely, the too engaging Do Riu Ex- 
dus rather let me die than give a looſe © 
to a Paſſion ſo pernicious to every thing that ought to 
be dear or valuable. N 
'W1TH this Reſolution ſhe gave a ſtrict Charge 
to her Servants to ſay ſhe was not at home — but 
ſhe had no ſooner - = the Words, than'a Flood 
of tender Paſſion riſing in her Soul, ſhe was about 
to countermand this Order. — She was not half 
a Minute together in the fame mind — hard ſhe 
thought it to deny herſelf ſo innocent a Satisfacti- 
on as the ſight of him; but harder yet ſhe found it 
would be, in his Preſence, to contain the Paſſion 
ſhe was poſſeſs'd of, from breaking out to his 
Diſcovery. 3 „ 3 15 (jeg 
REASON therefore enabling her to conſider 
that the onl wy to conquer was to fly; and fear- 
ing that if ſhe ſhould but hear his Voice, the dear- 
lov'd Sound night have force enough in it to ſhake 
the Reſolution ſhe had form'd, and that ſhe ſhould 
be weak enough to call him up, laid hold of the 
firſt Moment of cool Conſideration to put it out of 
her Power to follow the expected Returns of her 
ſofter Emotions She flew out of the Houſe, 
and came not home till late at Night; — and 
tho” there paſs*'d not one Hour in all that Day, in 
which ſhe was not a thouſand times about to come 
back — yet ſhe had ftill Command enough of 
herſelf, to ſuppreſs the ſtruggling Inclination. * 
I's, the mean time the agreeable Cauſe of her 
Diſquiet was far from being in perfect eaſe him. 
ſelf — he was prodigioufly charm'd with her; and 
if the Perturbations of his Mind were leſs tertible 
Py «98 


* 
7 
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than thoſe ſhe endur'd, they were yet more violent 
than thoſe which Men ordinarily feel on the like 
occaſion. 508 IR: 
HE hadcontinu'd all Night in Agitations, which 
might very well be accounted the effect, of Love; 
and tho' he had ſome reaſon to hope ſhe look'd 
not on him with Eyes of Hate or Diſdain, yet her 
Friendſhip with DALiNnDa, and her Knowledge 
of the Intimacy between him and that Lady, were 
werful Objections againſt him. —— But not be- 
ing of a Diſpoſition very liable to Deſpair, and 
too impatient to endure Suſpence, he came pre- 
per. with all the Arguments his Paſſion and un- 


fling Wit could furniſh him with, reſolv'd to 


know at once what 'twas he had to expeR. 

To find ſhe was abroad, after having promis'd 
to admit his Viſit, was a Diſappointment he was 
not arm'd againſt —— and it gave him a greater 
aut than it would have done any other Man, 
becauſe he was leſs accuſtom'd to meet ſuch Treat- 
ment. It was the firſt © Mortification of this 
kind his Vanity had ever receiv'd; and had it 
been giyen by another Woman, tis probable 
would have cur' d his Paſſion.— But PHILECTA 
. had got faſt hold of his Heart, and this little 
Slight was infinitely too weak to ſet it free 


Diſpirited and altogether unfit for Conyerſation, 


he trifled away two. or three Hours at a Coffee- 
Houle, then went again; but meeting the ſame 
Anſwer as before, grew almoſt mad. > 
HE was now convinced, Love had its Pains as 
well as Pleaſures, and was as much ſurpriz'd. to 
find this Alteration in bimſelf, as he was that 
there was a Woman inthe World on whom he had 
not been able to make any viſible Impreſſion. — 
After indulging his Spleen the beſt part of the Day 
at his own Lodgings, he went again in the Even- 
ing to her's; but ſhe being fil abroad, he could 
e big re- He walk'd Backward 
vel | an 
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and forward in her Dining - room, ask d a thou- 
ſand impertinent Queſtions of the Maid, and be- 
ginning to believe it an Impoſſibility to ſee her 
that Night, could not leave the Place without let- 
ting her know ſome part of the Uneaſineſs he ſu· 
ſtain'd. — He defir'd Pen and Paper, which being 
brought him, he writ to her in this manner. 


— 


7, 
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To the Cruel, but moſt Adorable 
„ Nie * 


OTHING could have convinced me you were 
not altogether divine, but the little Diſpoſition 

I find in you to Mercy: In the Eye of Heaven, 
to be a zealous Votary, is to be a meritorious one; 
4d I am certain the penetrating Eyes of my adored 
PHIilECTA cannot but have diſcern'd that Quality 
in me — As never any Woman was created to charm 
like her, ſo never any Man had a Heart more ſuſcep- 
tible of her Power than mine. It is with the ut 
moſt Reſignation — the utmoſt Pleaſure I devote my 
whole Soul to Love and You, and beg no more than 
your Acceptation of the Offering — Permit me but 
to ſee you, and make your own Conditions, how far 
may obey the Dictates of my Paſſion in declaring 
myſelf oft 1 


The Excellent PHII ECTS 
Everlaſting Slave, 
Dont vus. 


P. 8. 
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P. S. I will take the liberty of waiting on you to. 
morrow Evening; and ſince Buſineſs, or, which 1 
much fear, ſome more agreeable Amuſement, depriv'd 
me this Day of the Bleſſing you made me hope, entreat 
you will have Compaſſion enough for the Anxieties I 
feel in this Diſappomiment, not to make me the moſt 
miſerable of all created Beings, by a ſecond, which 
would certainly compleat that Ruin which the firſt 
has begun. ! ? 


WHarT became of the Soul. tortur'd P x 1. 
LEC TA, When ſhe came home and read thefe 
Lines, let thoſe unhappy Women, who have 
felt the Force of a Paſhon as violent as hers, de- 
ſcribe — it is not in my Power, any more than it 
is to repreſent, as it deſerves, the never to be 
ſufficiently admir'd Effect of her Reſolution, and 
firm Adherence to the Rules of Virtue, in an Exi- 

ence ſo dangerous! — Tho' overwhelm'd and 
hot in Love and ſoft Deſire; tho' at each thought 
of DoRIMuEN Us, unuſual Warmth ran thrilling 
thro' her Veins, her Blood beat high, and ſhe was 
all o'er Pulſe tho' her whole Soul difloly'd in 
tender Languiſhments, and for one dear, one 
bliſsful Moment ſhe would have forgiven an Age 
of Life Yet' fix'd in her Determination, ſhe 
choſe to die, rather than yield to accept the prot- 
ter'd Joy. 

To avoid what moſt ſhe wiſh'd, and put it out 
of her Power ever to recede from the Reſolution 
ſhe had form'd of never ſeeing him any more, ſhe 
pitched on a Method very extraordinary, and what, 

erhaps, no Woman before her ever choſe, — She 
did not doubt but that the ſame Paſſion which had 
inſpir'd him to write to her in the manner he had 
.done, would make him negle& no Opportunity of 
being in her Company. —— He had told her in the 
Poſtſcript of his Letter, that he would come the 


next Day, and ſhe could not anſwer for * 
at 
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continue to he denied then, or whenever after he 
ſhould make the ſame Attempt, yet ſtill there was 
no Defence againſt his Writing; and even if ſhe 
return d no Anſwer, to encourage bim to purſue 
his Deſigns, yet it was keeping alive a conſu- 


* 


might be extingui 


uſh'd, when there Was no lon- 
im. 9 2 * 5 2 7 | 808 
SHE, roſe. eat in the Morning, aud 5 


made what haſte ſhe Huld in dreſſing, ſurpriz' 

DTI IN D in ber, Bed. —4 come, Madam, ſaid 
ſhe, with an Air ſ% wild an troublad, as [poke the 
Diſſatisfattion. of her Saul, to relate to ou a Hi- 
ſtory which will afford you both Pain Pleaſure, 
and when you. ſhall. bear with how much Barbarity 


you have gen treat by thoſe. you moſt confided = 


in, you Will alſs know you baye your Revenge in 
2 exquiſite 5 manner 
Thoughis could win,, — - 
Hz a#.ſhe ſtop'd, iber unablets utter more. 
for. the violent Emotions gt at that time . 


— 


could not be ſuitable tothe Calle, or that ſhe 


% 


pected what ſhe wauld reply te Words which pro-. 


| In- 


miſed an ſo unenpected. Darind, 
deed, gave her not much time to. pauſe, a 


has. 
ving nothing but-DOoRKIMENUS in ber Heal, 


immediately fancy'd it mult be ſomething relating 
to him which P4ILEC T 4a bad to reveal: And 


ſtarting up in her Bed, cry'd,. What do yon mean, 


my Dear! haye. vou heatd "any thing of Do x4 
MEN us!, He is the falſeſt of all his perjuc'd Sex, 

reſum'd the other, haſtily ; nor am, Vat all” behind. 
him in Treachery and Ingratitude —— But not o 
add tothe Cruelty 1 have already been gti! y br 
to you, by keeping vu in Sufpence, know t t L 
love him, love him to Diſtraktion, to. the Vertre- 
melt height of furious, «raging Paſfion —= that 


* 
„ 2 


_ Ie" 3 * , - "Y 
=. ao I. . 11 =" ? - 
Das he * => * 
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— 1 WER p. r EPFL "III 3 5 by 
that ſhe would not ſee. him butif ſhe ſhould 


Breaſt, which ſhe had hope 5 4 
4 Poſbbilicy of ſeeing bim or hearing from 


as your moſt vindidiye- 


: 
- * ) 
* hat „ A 
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and that there wants but Oppormaity for us to be 

as compleatly wicked as Fa and the Accom- 

_ pliſhment of looſe Deſire can make us, © 

I T muſt be left to the Reader's Imagination to 
conceive what 'twas DALIND A felt in the ſudden 
Shock of this unlook'd-for Thunder-clap — there 
are no Words capable of doing Juſtice to the Hor- 
rors, the Perplexities which at that Inſtant invaded 
her whole Soul, convuls'd all her Frame, and ſhook 
each tender Limb with Tremblings, ſuch as for a 
time depriv'd her of the Power ot Speech. She, 
whoſe Diſcourſe had thrown her into this Con- 
dition, was herſelf incapable of regarding it, feel- 
ing in her own Breaſt Anxieties atleaſt equal to 
_ thoſe ſhe had occaſion'd in her's and going 
on with the deſtructive Stosy, There, 1 f , 
throwing on the Bed the Letter which DOR1ME- 
nus had urit, there, read that, and you will 
need but little Information how very guilty we 


have been. £ 
THz fight of his well-known Hand, recall'd 


D-A — ſhe read the fatal Scroll, and by degrees 
coming out of that Aſtoniſhment, which had for 
ſome Moments ſtynn'd Reflection, and ſuſpended 
the moſt raging Paſſion of the Soul —— Deſpair 
and Jealouſy now ſhow'd themſelves in their 
moſt proper Colours, and pour'd out Curſes num- 
berleſs on the perfidious DoxIMENUs and Pal- 
-LECT Aa, thoſe Undoers of her Peace! — thoſe 
Betrayers of her Truſt! — with the moſt bitter In- 
vectives — the moſt ſevere Reproaches Heart e'er 
conceiv'd, or Tongue Cer utter d, did ſhe exclaim 
againſt the Baſeneſs of them both. — Her guilty 
Friend heard her with Patience, nor interpoſed 
one Word in Vindication either of herſelf or him, 
434 whoſe ruinous Charms had been the Cauſe of all 
5 this Scence of Woe ; till perceiving , het 2 


WS 


- dg he has declared himſelf my everlaſting Votary — 


the fainting Spirits of the unfortunate DAL TIN 
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had almoſt ſpent itſelf in Railing, ſhe deſir'd 
her Attention to what yet remain'd to be told of 
this tormenting Secret ; which the other willingly 
complying with, ſhe reveaPd every Circumſtance 
of the Affair, . from the Meaſures which 
her Curioſity had prompted her to take, to ſee, 


and entertain the Man whoſe Character ſhe had - 


heard ſo much of, and concluding with the fatal 
Conſequence, and her Reſolution henceforward 
ever to avoid him. | Tye its | 
SH E had no ſooner ended, than DAL IN DA, as 
doubting the Truth of her laſt Words, with a 
Sigh, cry'd out, And can you then, PHIL E CTA, be 
ſo much the Miſtreſs of your Inclinations, as to 
maintain a Reſolution ſo infinitely prejudicial to 
them. — Reaſon, anſwer'd the other, may certainly 
enable one to do a great deal; but leſt it ſnould 
not be ſufficient of itſelf for my Protection, I call 
in the Aſſiſtance of a jealous Rival's watchful 
Care, — 1 will not promiſe that without your 
Aid I could for ever deny myſelf the Joy of look- 
ing on him — Nor would I on any other Score 


have made you the Confidant of my Weakneſs. 


But what Method, interrupted DALINnDAa, is it in 
my Power to take? The Heart that is once e- 
ſtrang'd, requires more Artifice than mine to reco- 
ver. You have no Cauſe (reaſſumed PHILECTA) 
to imagine your Caſe ſo deſperate. — 1 have alrea- 
dy told you by what Stratagems, which my Curioſity 
taught me, I occaſion'd theſe two Days abſence, 
he yet believes you would not receive a Vilit at 
your own Houſe write to him, therefore, 
convince him of the contrary — and when you ſee 
him next, there is no danger but your continu'd 
Kindneſs, and the appearance of my continu'd 
Scorn, and the Impoſſibility he will find to enter- 
tain me, will oblige him to give over a hopeleſs 
Proſecution, and turn the whole bent of his De- 
fires on her who has ſo dearly purchaſed them. 
VOI. IV. | H 2 Beſides, 
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Beſides, added fhe, if Fondneſs fails to engage, I 
leave his Letter with you, permit you to ſhew it 
him, to upbraid him with it, and if he has any 
ſpark of Pride or Reſentment in him, (of both 
which I am much miſtaken if he has not a conſi- 
derable Share) he will ſoon hate the Woman who 
has expos'd him in the manner I have done to 
you — and the Contempt he will have for me, make 

im avoid my Preſence, with as much Care as too 
much Love and Admiration obliges me to do his. 
With this Advice, and the Aſſurance that what- 
ever ſhe ſuffer'd in ſo terrible a Conſtraint, ſhe 
never would conſent to fee him more, PRI. 
LECTA left her more at eaſe than ſhe had been 
at the beginning of her Diſcourſe, nor was ſhe 
herſelf 7 5 (Sir ſecret Satisfaction that ſhe 
had perform'd the cruel Task ſhe had ſet herſelf, 
and been ſeverely juſt to Virtue — Ind in the 
midſt of all thoſe Agonies which ariſe from ſtrug- 
gling Nature unconquer'd, tho” o'erpower'd, felt 
a kind of gloomy Tranſport, that ſhe had paſs'd 
the fiery Tryal, and ſecured her Honour from all 
the Attacks of Love and her own Wiſhes. + 

"'PHILECTA was no ſooner gone; than Da- 
LINDA went about to follow'the Advice ſhe had 
given her, and reſerving her Approaches, that 
they might break out with the greater fury when 
ſhe faw him, employ'd her Pen to Do RIMENUuS 
in this manner. | was > 
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To the moſt Charming of his Sex, the 
Accompliſh'd DoR1MEN US. 


L L -Obſtacles being now remov'd, I beg to ſee 

my Angel this Evening about Five at my own 

. Houſe,” where beſide the grand Buſmeſs of my 
Life, Love, I have another Afair to communicate 


concerning the Occaſion of my not meeting the Soul of 


all my Joys the other Day at PHILECT A's — 


Fail not to come, if you would have me think you 


yet have that Tenderneſs you ſo often have made Pro- 


ſeſſion of, to 
Your moſt Paſſionate and 
* ©, Byer Faithful 
en A, 


DALINDA, 


TH1s Billet was far from being receiv'd with 
that Welcome from Dox1imanvus, which thofe 
from her were accuſtomed to meet, — He had 
again been to viſit PHILECTA, and was again 
diſappointed in his hope of ſeeing her ; which, to- 
pether with having.no Anſwer to the Letter he had 
eft for her the Day before, put him in ſo ill an 
Humour, that he was entirely unfit for any Con- 
verſation, much more for an amorous one. He 
liked PHILECTA too well, to like any other 
Woman at all; and the Opinion he had, that it 
was for the lake of DATLIN DA he had found the 
other ſo deaf to his Entreaties, render'd her, of 


all her Sex, the leaſt capable of pleaſing him, — 


1 Alte- 


36 The MASQUERADERS: Or, 
Altogether indifferent, therefore, how ſhe might 
rake it, he return'd an Anſwer of Excuſe, but in 
ſo cold and careleſs a Stile, that if ſhe had been 
wholly ignorant of his new Paſſion, ſhe might ea- 
ily have perceiv'd ſomething had happen'd to the 
ruin of her Hopes. | 


dl a 


— =_ © —_ * 
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To the Agreeable DALINDA. 


Am extreamly ſorry that Buſineſs of the greateſt 
I Conſequence makes it impoſſeble for me to ſee you 
at the time You mention. When I have diſ- 
patch'd that, I ſhall gladly attend you, and renew 
thoſe Tenderneſſes, which will be ever a Pleaſure to 
him, who is | | 


Sincerely Yours, 
DoxINE uus. 


p. S. 7 ſear it will be ſome Days before I can be 
happy enough to ſee you. 


TIs utterly impoſſible to repreſent with what 
Affliction lhe receiy'd ſo manieſt a Proof, that ſhe 
no longer had a place in the Affection of DoRIME- 
Nus; For tho by what ſhe heard from PHIL EBC TA, 
and the ſight of his Letter to her, ſhe was enough 
convinc'd of his Inſincerity and Mutability of 
Temper, yet ſhe was far from believing ſhe had 
entirely Joſt him; but ſhe now cou'd think no 
other. She read the yexatious Billet over and 
over, and cou'd find in it nothing that had the 
appearance of Love, — it ſeem'd ſcarce Com- 
plaiſant, and the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul _—_ 


ESC >> hd > rom on. 
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ed itſelf in Complainings, ſuch as bad he been Wit- 
a neſs of (poſſeſs d as he was with the moſt violent 
n Paſſion for another) he muſt have pity d, and per- 
8 haps, reliev d the ſad Deſpair which had occa- 
© ſfion'sd. them. . þ - | | L | 

Tun Tempeſt of her Grief a little over, and the 
Power of Conſideration. return'd, ſhe began to 
L think what was beſt for her to do, either to oblige 
JB him to.a Return of Kindneſs, or to acknowledge 
| himſelf as falſe and as ungrateful as he had ſworn 
to be the contrary, Full of her Wrongs, there- 
fore, and impatient to upbraid him, ſhe took his 
Letter to PHILECTA, and ſent it to him under 
fi | a cover, in which ſhe writ theſe Lines. 
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To the Thankleſs, but Ever-Dear, 
_ DoRIMENUS. | 


INCE. you have no leiſure Moments to throw 4. 
be way on a Woman whom you no longer love, I 
ſend you encloſed this Letter, that you may know 
I am not inſenſible of the Reaſon of your Abſence. — 
PHItECTA, I confeſs, has Charms to create the 
moſt violent Paſſion ; but I can never be brought to 4 
acknowledge, that all ſhe is poſſeſs'd of, were they in- | 
finitely ſuperior to what they are, can be an Excuſe for 
Falſhood and Ingratitude to another. I need not 
tell you with what a Fervency of tender Paſſion 1 | 
have lov d you, my Actions have ſufficiently convinc'd F 
you of that Truth; but when 1 declare, that I do | 
and Fill love you, love you with the ſame unbated Fond- 
the % at before I knew your Crime! I need appeal 
m- * farther, than to your own Soul to judge, whether 
ent- 97 20t give 4 Proof of Conſtanc and forgiving Ten- 
ed 5 H 4 She 
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derneſs, which the World cannot produce frequent Ex- 
' ambples f By Heaven ! you are, even in Falſhood, 
dearer to me than my Life, or than every thing the 
World calls valuable. Return then, thou 
Tngrate ! Thou charming Deſtroyer of my Peace, re- 
turn! — again make me happy in thoſe tranſport- 
ing Joys, which only you have power to give, and none 
but thoſe, who love like me, are capable of receiving | 
Be but half as ready to Accept a Pardon, as I am : 
to Afford it, and I ſhall ſtill be bleſt; —— nor will . 
Jever repeat what's paſt, unleſs to raiſe our Bliſs, by : 
1 and fond regretting of this little In- 
val. — Haſte to my Arms! my eager, my expect᷑- 
ing Arins ! and let me there unfold what wi 1uzh, 
what "tis I languiſh for: amidft that Rapture, I can 
alone unfold how much, — how paſſienately,u-how 
much beyond the reach of Words, I am, 


My Adored Do RAIN Us 
Mot faithfully Deyoted' -_ 


* 4 
0 N 


5 DALINDA 


J 


P. S. I beg, as tho for my Life, to ſee you this 
Night : 1 know you are Maſter of your own 
Time to grant me this Requeſt; and if refuſed, (ſhall 
be certain, that want of Inclination is my only Ene- 


= 


Pm cy nah, n adiey. 


Let any of that Sex (of which I believe there 

are but few who have not plurality of Engage- 

ments) form to themſelves an Idea of what Bo- 
RIMENUS felt in ſo ſurprizing a Turn, — to ſee 

his own Letter, containing the moſt paſſionate De- 

claration of Love to one Woman, in the Hands 

of another, whom he had alſo pretended. to love, 

to the ſame violent 1 — and at the ſame 

time, to find ſo much forgiving Googneſs, * 

; | x 


- 


F 
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he cou'd have expected only Rage and Reſent- 


ment, to be preſs d beyond Denial to come 


of being far from meriting —— All this was ſut- 


ficient to excite in him the utmoſt Extremes of 


Aſtoniſhment, of Gratitude, and of Shame for ſo 


unexampled a Generoſity, and Obligements, he 


£ 


Y 


neither had it in his Power to deſerve or to re- 


quite; — but of all the various Agitations he 


was ſeiz'd with, there was none gave him half 
that Pain, as the enſion, that it cou'd be 


by no other Means than herſelf, that his Letter 0 


PHILECTA had been expoſed to DALI N- 


D 4, —— Her refuſing to admit his Viſits, very 
much ſtrengthen'd this Opinion. He now began 
to be afſur'd, that all his Att on that Lady 


wou'd be fruitleſs : and that either to gratify her 


Sex's Vanity, and fond to boaſt her Power, or in 


Obedience to the Rules of a Friendſhip pretty un- 
common, 22 among Women) ſhe had 
made a Sacrifice of his Pretenſions. There was, 
indeed, nothing unnatural in this Suppoſition, and 
he was humbled beyond Expreſſion to find he had 
been ſo much deceiv'd in the Language of the Eyes, 
which he was uſed to imagine he had a perfect un- 


derſtanding in, and which had ſeem'd to tell him, 


there was ſomething in the Soul of that Lady which 

leaded ſtrongly in his behalf. — But reſolv'd'to 

e convinc'd, and not knowing any way to be ſo, 
but by going to DALiNDa, choſe rather to en- 
dure all the juſt Reproaches he muſt expect, from 
a Woman treated in the manner he had done her, 
than endure one Hour an Uncertainty fo perplex- 
ing. He, therefore, after the Meſſenger had 
waited a long time the Reſult of his Determination, 
ordered him to let the Lady, who ſent him, knbw. 
7 —· * without fail wait on her at the time ſhe 


His : At 


and receive that Pardon, which he was conſcious 


| 
| 
| 
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III not trouble my Reader with any repeti- 
tion of what his Thoughts were that Night, tis 
eeaſy to believe they were not fill'd with very vio- 
- lent Perturbations. — He was perfectly convinc'd, 
that the Woman, who of all the World he believed 

_ « moſt worthy his Efteem, lov'd him with a Paſſion, 

_ + which he cou'd not have hoped; and as he knew 

- there was nothing wanting but his Preſence, to 
daniſh all the Guards which Virtue: raifed in op- 
poſition to his Defires, he reſolv d, ſome way 

or other, to get to the Speech of her. The Morn- 
ing no ſooner broke than he aroſe, and dreſſing 
himſelf, went once more to the Houſe where PRHI1- 
LECT a lodg d deſigning to beg Permiſſion for 

a a moment's Converſation ; but Love, and Fortune 
befriending him on this occaſion, he found the | 
Door open; and eager of Acceſs, ſtay'd not till | 
nanny body ſnou'd come to anſwer his Demand]; but ö 
walking gently in, and going up Stairs with the 8 
ſame Precaution, got to the Apartment of the ( 
Charmer, without being obſery'd. —— The Door t 
was only ſnut to; and in his attempting to knock, t 
flew open; and adminted the impatient Lover. c 
He made no ſeruple of running immediately to a 
e 

fi 

* 

n 


the Chamber. She was not yet riſen, and had 
but that moment waked from a moſt pleaſing 
Dream, of which he was the Subject: Imagina- 
tion, always a Friend to Love, had given her, in 
Sleep, a full Idea of thoſe Joys, which, when Awake, o. 
- ſhe durft not allow herſelf to think of, The rap- be 
turous Image left an unuſual Languiſhment in her re 
Eyes, they had nothing of their wonted Auſterity 
remaining, and ſeem'd rather to invite than forbid 
the adventurous Gazer, who, in ſpite of his natural 
Boldneſs, was alittle daſh'd at his firſt Entrance. — 
He was two or:three moments in the Room before 
- ſhe ſaw or heard him; but the agreeable Poſture in 
which ſhe lay, and which diſclos'd to him Beauties, 
which her Drefs had conceal'd, gaye him Agita- 
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tions too violent to permit him to continue long at 


the diſtance he then was; ——— he made but one ; 


ſtep to the Bed-ſide, and throwing himſelf on bis 
Knees, by that beſeeching Poſture endeavour'd to 
aſſure her he came not on — di ſnonourable De- 
ſign.» She gave a little ſhriek at firſt fight of 
him; but not happening to he heard by any in 


the Houſe,” no interruption enſu'd, and he had all 


the Opportunity he cou'd wiſh, to perſuade her ſhe 
had 5 cauſe — his — — Her 
Soul was at this ungua hour, too much diſſolv'd, 
to permit her to aſſume any part of that Severity 
with which ſne had treated him when laſt he en- 
tertain'd her : — Yet trembling for the Con- 
ſequence of this Viſit, ſhe entreated him to with- 
draw into the next Room, aſſuring him ſhe wou'd 
there liſten to all he had to ſay. Zut he too 
well underſtood the Advantage he was poſſeſs'd 
of, to let ir ſlip; and inſtead ot retiring, drew by 
degrees nearer, and nearer, to the tempting Scene, 
till he was too cloſe to be repuls'd without having 
taken ſome part of the Satisfaction his Paſſion re- 
quired : She cou'd not hinder him from kiſſing 
and embracing her, — from feaſting his impati- 
ent Eyes with e naked Charm about her. 
from roving o'er them with his glowing hands, 
with all the unlimited Freedom of luxurious Fond- 
neſs, and at laſt, amidſt Delight and Pain, a Rack 
of Extaſy on both ſides, ſne more faintly denying, 
he more vigorouſly preſſing, half yielding, half 
reluctant, he was wholly loſt, —- all her boaſted 
Reaſon, -— all her forceful Refolution, ! all 
the Precautions of ſo many days, in one tumul- 
tuous Moment were 0'ercome, Love triumph'd 
over all, and revell'd in the Spoils of Honour. 
The difficulty with which Dox1MgNvu s had gain d 
this Conqueſt,” enhanc'd the Value; and the Re- 
ſtraint which PHIIR CT a bad put on her Inclina- 
tions, made her now give a greater looſe to them: 
wow” : | Which 
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which puts me in mind of what a late ne 
ner ; 4 


She that ſo fercely can Deſire, py) 
wade Eph Rapture fire... 


And 'Lis 
falls a Victim to Love, ſhe is by as many 
more vigorous in the Gratification- of her P 
"00 ſne was in her to Overcome t. 

Tu E Tranſport over, comps fully ſecured, 


rees 


the happy Lover was now eaſily — go. 


into the next Room, and the yet unrepenting Fair 
rung her Bell for her Maid, to aſſiſt her in getting 
out of Bed. They: paſt the remainder of that 
day together, and in the Intervals of their Endear- 
ments, beguil'd the Hours in Diſcourſes on the 
various Turns, wbich had happen'd in the ſhort 
time of their Acquaintance, and by what ſtran 
and extraordinary means each had arriv d at t 
Point they now were at. 1 ' 
Fon a Week, never any eo People more 
indulg'd themſelves in guilty Pleaſures they 
ſcarce: were ever aſunder in that time; Dor 1 ME- 
ds could not live without PHII EBC TA, nor 
PHIL ECA without Do RIM EN Ds both aban- 
don d all other Converſation, and found nothing 


Agreeable, nothing Charming, but in each other: 


He thought all he could do too little to merit the 
Fayour of a Woman qualified like her, and ſhe 
imagin'd ſhe could never enough requite a Conſtan- 
ey and... Gratitude ſo uncommon — each made it 
ir Whole Study to (oblige the other, and there 
Wanted but a Certainty of its being permanent, 
ta render — Condition a wage 0 — on 
Fand ann iter 
Zur all this white, — were het — of 
poor DaLlTN DA] what did ſhe not ſuſtain, rack'd 
. fruitleſs W ales tortur'd with — 
. u WO 


* once a Woman of Virtue 
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worſt Furies of the Soul, Suſpence and Jealouſy , 
and notwithſtanding all her Endeavours, al- 
together unable to fiad out the Cauſe of this Diſ- 
appointment of her ſo lately elevated Hopes, in vain 
ſhe writ, in vain ſhe ſent to DoRINRX US. He 
had neither the leaſt remains of Iuclination to viſit 
her, nor time to make Excuſes ſor his abſence — 
his whole Soul, and all his Moments were elſe- 
where devoted he was now all- P HIT !s, as 
much as a Man of his Temper could be —and the 
forſaken. Lady felt, in the Impoſſibility of findi 
out the Reaſon of his Change of Behaviour, Di 
quietudes almoſt equal co thoſe the loſs of him oc- 
calion'd, —— The manner in which PHILECTA 
had diſcover'd the Declaration he had made her, and 
the Tendernels ſhe con'd not avoid teeling for him, 
made her far from ſuſpe ting what had happen'd 
between them atterward; nor would ſhe ever have 
had it in her thoughts, that it was for her ſake 
ſhe was treated in this manner, if an Accident had 
not call'd her to viſit, on ſome Buſineſs, a Rela- 
tion; who liv'd on the other {ide the Thames. The 
Houſe ſne was at, was the very next to one emi- 
nent for the Pleaſure of its Situation, and ſine Gar- 
dens g by a chance, unlueky to the Peace of thoſe 
ſhe ſpy'd. ſhe look d Que of a W indow, which had 
the command of part of the Walks, and ſaw. he 
ungtateful- DRIMBN VS, and, what amaa'd her 
more, /PHILECTA: With him. —— The ſudden 
Rage which. invaded her at ſo unexpected, and ſo 


ſhocking a Diſcovery, left no room for Diſcretion 


to interpoſe: She flew immediately out ot the Houſe 
ſhe then was in, and into the Garden, where the 
ſtill oontinued, with only a little a;teration of Noſ- 


ture; for as befate! ſhe had only barely (een they 


were together, without any: other re to be- 
lie ve them guiitys than that they were in a place 
ſo remote from any other Company; ſhe now 


bound chem in an Arbour, he lying. carelely down 
1 | on 


* 


* 


on hen as ſhe was fitting by him, ſhe had 
dle of her Hands faſt graſped in his, and with the 
other ſhe ſeem'd to toy, and ſtroke his Face and 
Breaſt, —— *Tis hard to ſay, whether Amazement 
or Indignation had the greateſt ſhare in her Breaſt; 
but tis eaſy to believe the Violence of both left 
no room for Conſideration the Lovers loſt in 
the pleaſing 2 — of each other's Charms, 
nor ſaw, nor heard her, till running to the place 
where they were, and catching! hold of PI- 
LECTA, ————Tiswell,: Madam?” fe cry d; is 
this your boaſted Virtue ? =—— Your Reſerve? —— 
Falſe, falſe Woman! -———- And you, (continued 
ſhe, turning to DoxIinENnUs) ungrateſul, and 
moſt perjur'd of all your deceiving Sex, what Ex- 
euſe canſt thou now make by what Artifices, 
by what Inſinuations canſt thou. again betray my 
eaſy Nature Thou cool Deſigner! What 
dan thy ſubtle-working Wit invent, to clear thy 
Honour, or PHILECTa's Innocence: You 
both are known, detected, and be aſſured the Af- 
fair ſhall be no Secret I will, at leaſt, have 
the ſatisfaction of 'Revenge, —— She had railed 
on, if DowrnENnUSs; who by this time had re- 
cover'd himſelf from the Surpriae of her firſt Ap- 
pearance, had not put à littſe ſtop to the career 
of her Tongue by theſe Words (=——— Well, 
Madam, ſaid he to her in an angry Accem, what you 
ſuſpelt, you may, if you pleaſe, divulge; but ! 
would have you conſider well before you talt too 
much —— Remember that DAL IN can ſaſpect 
nothing of Purt zer, bu What PHILBCTA 
is certam of DALU1ND a; —— 1 would have you, 
tberefore, be tender of this Lady's Honour, as you 
would — — on. — As for me, 
1 will at any othet time reply to your Op- 
braidings, but at preſent, you appear too warm 
for Argument. He ſaid no more, but _ 
alt; H 1- 
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PHILECTA, who was almoſt dead with ſhame, by 
the Hand, and leading her with all poſlible ſpeed 


to the Water-ſide, where a Boat waited for them, 


left the forſaken Fair to utter her Complainings to 
the unregarding Wind. 
S 4 E was as good as her word however — the 


Adventure thro' her means became the Chat of the 


whole Town, and PRIIEC TA ſuffer'd a great deal 
from the Admonitions of her Relations and Friends, 
— all who had any concern for her Reputation, 
adviſed her to break off her Acquaintance with 
him, but that was a Task not ſo eaſy to be ac- 
compliſh'd as they imagin'd — ſhe could ſooner 
have foregone her Life, than his Converſation, and 
'tis impoſſible for any thing to be more expoſed 
than the Aﬀair between them. wad 

Bu T this was not the worſt part of her Misfor- 
tune; an unexpected Occaſion happen'd to call 
him into the Country ſoon after; and tho? he took 


leave of her with all the tender Proteſtations ima- 


2 an Overture of Marriage being there made 
im with a very agreeable Lady, tis thought he 


will eaſily be brought to accept it, — Pa 1- 


LECTA has heard the News, and to increaſe her 
Misfortune, finds herſelf with Child The 
Agonies ſhe now ſuſtains in a too late Repentance, 
are not to be deſcribed. Undone in all which ought 
to be valuable, ſhe curſes the undoing Tranſport 
ſhe ſo lately bleſt and is ſufficiently con- 
vinc'd how infinitely to blame ſhe was, in indul- 
fins: Curioſity which proved ſo fatal to her Virtue, 

er Reputation, and her Peace of Mind; and 
which, tis highly probable, will in a ſhort time be 
found ſo to her Lite. 8 
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By Mrs. BLELS Harwood. 
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Love various Minds dots * inflire ; 
He flirs in gentle Natures gentle Fire, 


Like that of Incenſe on the Altars laid; 

But raging Flames tampeſtuous Souls invade : 

A Fire which ev'ry windy Paſſion blows, | 

OTE Ree”; with a. it glows, __ 
Daros. | 
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To the Right Honourable . + 


The Earl of Sur PoLx 


ST and BIN DON. | 


> 2 1 preſume to entreat 
gy your Protection of a Trifle 


dw my Senſe of your 
ee, Coodneſs, than if I were to 
publiſh Folio's in your Praiſe. A great 


and learned Hort honours the Patron 
; - who 


* 
4 - 


- 
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iv DEDICATION. 
who accepts it, but little E 
fand in need of all that Sweetueſs of 
' Diſpoſition, ſo conſpicuous in the Beba- 
Hour and Character f pour Lord- 
ip, to. engage 4 Pardon... 'Tis to. be 
| ſomething of @ picce_ with Heaven, 
ite. regard the Will more than the Merit 
of the Offering ; and my Knowledge 
bow zealous an , Tmitator Zos gre in all 


Things Hh N 2 gives me an al- 
2 aſſured Hope .you will, not ſwerve 
in this, oy 70 . * 


nen. a 
„ "%, (3 4 * 0 C43 : 4 > 


10 Deſign in writing this little 
Novel (as well as thoſe I bave for- 
merly publiſf'd) being only to remind 
the unthinking Part of the World, -how 
dangerous it is to give way. te Paſi- 
0 2, will, T Pope, excuſe the 309 | great 
Warmth, wbich may . Tis: appear 
in ſome articular Pages 5 for wit hon 

8 wn Expreſſion being invigorated_. in ſome 
meaſure proportionate to the Subject, 
e be mph Poſſible. Jax 4 a Reader to 
te "on W. Nog far Ly Touches him, 


* by 
. 8 — or 


ET 


2 DEDICAT ION. V 
or bow probable - it is that be is fal. 
ling into thoſe Inadvertencies whj ch 


the Examples I relate mou d caution bin | 


t0-420ide.. wr 
I take the liberty ＋ eee "this 


1 your- Lordſhip, to clear my ſelf of 


that Aſperſion which ſome of my own 


Sex have been unkind” enough to throw 
upon me, that © ] ſeem to endeavour to 


« divert more than improve the Minds 
8 of my Readers. | Now, as I take 
it, the Aim of every Perſon, who pre- 
tends, ta write (tho in the moſt inſig- 


nificant and ludicrous way) ought * | 


tend at leafs to a good Moral Uſe ; 


ſhou'd be fotry.\ tu haue my e 
judg d to be the very reverſe of what 


they. are, it reality. How far I have 


been able to ſucceed in my Defires of in- 
fuſing thoſe Cautions, too neceſſary to 4 


Number, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine ; but where I have bad the Mis- 
fand to fall, muſt # ;nlpiite it either to 


the Obſtinacy of thoſe I wou'd perſuade, 
or to mM Met 0Wwn ae in that very 
Thing 


vw 3 
» 4 


_ 


vj DEDIeAT Ho. 
Wing which they are Pleaſed” to ſay I 
700 much abound e true Deſerip-. 


7 r 4 * * > > 
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Bur 1 will give your Lordſhip 1 . 
ther Trouble than what proceeds from 

Gratitude ; ; and with entreating you t, 
accept my humbleft Acknowledgments for 
all the unmerited Favours I bave recei- 
wed," conclude, 
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dent with Beauties, — 1 that of co 
b N. their late 
Monarch Lewis XI That Prince, 
in ſpite of his Ambition, found room 
for Love, nor could the inceſſant 
Hurry of his other Affairs ive him of the Plea- 57 
ſures of Gallantry. He was for ever engag'd in 
ſome Amour: one Deſire no ſooner ficken'd; than 
another kindledin his Soul. But of all that had the 
er to charm him, none ever maintain'd a more 
abſolute Dominion, than Madam de MoNTESPA N; 
and if it was not ſo laſting as that of the celebra- 
ted MAINTENON, Jet for the time i it bh it was 
I tf £5 as * 


bp LEY « F 2 4 - & Gt ry 
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" we 8 S1 uIK- Or, 
= as ſtrong. In the Houſe, and under the care of this 
E great Lady, did the lovely Las 85114 receive her 
wee being her Niece, and extreamly be- 
% * main Her, us not to be doubted but that ſhe 
* had af thoſe Advantages and Improvements, 
which are neceſſaty to accompliſh a Maid of Qua- 
ny 8 GY ſuch. as were ſuitable to her 


ST malic @ Khao rn. 


1 Tu Alden of 
the ſame view wich tb 
tereſt every one had in making their Court to 
Madam de Mon T.A8P,4 N, and the re- 
ſort of the beſt Company to her her Houſe, gave our 
FPessgrie as ſhe grew up, Opportunities 
—_—_ which ſhe.could have found i 
> other place 7 Advantages, join d to | 
a natural Genius of het,own, much more ſublime 
than is iy «od 7 in 1 3 Sex, 
eſpecially at ſuceh an ma E. 
| dae — 4 Years; gre 
would ST T ali pleaſure, the aer 
of her*Notions was 1 


„* ace as: A as a. 


char: che Wiſeſt would 
Aachen ne — 8 by her Converſa- 

nd Bloom — 
chang wich | ber e ee as — — 


1 » 


So PSrHIIF Io MHYA wHn 5 ©1 0 Wi” = w ir AH 


capgivating, 
Her Features were perfedly,r als, hex Eyes had 
= uncommon» Vivacity in them, mird with a 

W 3. 


cerge 3 xo. — 
ane nr 


2 ſort 5 — 
command Ado 


failed. of 


per- 
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ſuaded it in ſuch a manner, that no Mortal was 


able to reſiſt their Force » And, indeed, 
when Paſſion enters the Soul by ſuch gentle and 


unperceiv'd Degrees, it generally takes a ſurer hold, 


and is with much leſs eaſe extirpated, than when 
it ruſhes all at once upon us, and boldly tells us 
that we muſt obey, =» 

LassEL1aA being fuch, and -infinitely more a- 
greeable than I have power to repreſent her, tis 
eaſy to believe ſhe was not without a very great 
Number of Adorers: Both her Parents being 7 


Madam de MoNnTESPAN was never at reſt for 


the Sollicitations of thoſe whom the Perfections of 
her beautiful Neice had attracted to deſire her in 
Marriage : but that Lady , Affairs enough 
of her own to manage, troubled not herſelf much 
about it; and had LASSBIIA been inclinable-ta 
alter her Condition, whether to her Advantage or 
not, tis probable the other, in ſpite of the Kind- 
neſs ſhe had for her, would not have taken much 


pains either to have forwarded or prevented it. 


THE young, and as yet inſenſible Subject of 
this little Hiſtory, thought herſelf happy in this 
Diſpoſition of her Aunt, which gave her ſo much 
the liberty of acting as ſhe pleas'd ; for finding in 
herſelf rather an Averſion to Marriage, than an: 
Inclination to it, nothing could have been fo 
ſhocking to the Humility and Sweetneſs of her 
Diſpoſition, as to have found herſelf oblig'd, either 
to — yielded to enter into a State, which, in 
the Humour ſhe was at preſent, muſt have made 
her wretched; or, by refuſing, incur the Diſplea- 
ſure of a Lady, who ſhe conſider'd as a Parent, 
and for whom ſhe had the greateſt Eſteem, and 
tendereſt Regard. o 

Tus charming, and uncharm'd, did ſhe paſs 
her Days in the moſt perfect Tranquillity that cou'd 
be; no auſtere Parent, or Guardian, to over-awe 
Averſian, and force her to receive with Smiles the 

VOL, 1V. I Man 
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Man ſhe hated <— No Hopes, no Fears, Suſ- 
ence, Perplexity, nor racking Jealouſies, diſturb'd 
er Peace of Mind ſhe knew no Wiſh be. 

yond what ſhe enjoy'd&-— and it ſhe thought of 

Love at all, it was but towonder at the Influence 

ſhe ſaw it have on others. Among the Numbers 

that addreſs'd her, there was not one whoſe Al- 
fence cou'd give her a moment's” Pain, tho! ſeveral 


whoſe Preſence 3 ; but then it was only ſuch 
ure 


à kind of Ple as might have flow'd from the 
Converſation of one of her own Sex, equally quali- 
fied with good Senſe and Complaiſance a cold 
Reſpect, or, at moſt, a bare liking of their Com- 
pany, was all that the moſt fayour'd could: boaſt 
of from her; nor didſhe once imagine ſhe ſhould 
ever be brought to entertain any other Notions of 
that uneaſie Paſſion, than what ſhe was at pre- 
fent poſſeſt of — that it was'all Chimera; and 
that thoſe who ſeem'd'moſt fatally ſway'd by it, 
| had only fo long affected to be mad, that at laſt 
they grew fo in Reality, © | 
'T1s poſlible, indeed, ſhe never might have 
chang'd her Sentiments, had ſhe continued in Paris, 
where ſhe had already ſeen every body worthy her 
Conſideration, without confeſhng herſelf the leaſt 
ſuſceptible of what ſo many had endeavoured to 
inſpire: But an unexpected Turn happening in her 
Aflaits, brought her to a different Scene of Obſer- 
vation, and convinc'd her how little, in ſpite of 
her fine Senſe, ſhe knew the true Diſpoſition of her 
own Heart. . | 
Tarr King coming one _ viſit Madam 4. 
| MoNTESPAN, and hearing the was laid down to 
Repoſe, contented himſelf with paſſing an Hour 
or two in Talk with her fair Niece; deſigning no 
more than to divert himfelf till the other ſhou'd 
awake; but he was ſo infinitely pleas'd and fur- 
prize with tee Charms of her Converſation, ha- 
ving never til that time had the Opportunity of 
ons, " OS — ener- 
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tender Preſſure of the young 
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entertalping her alone, that he cou'd have wiſh'd 
a, longex Continuance of it. FFP ory 
H was but juſt beginning to let her know the 
Satisfaction this Interview 17 * him, when he 
was prevented from ſaying more by the coming 
of Madam de MonNTESPAN., Tis probable her 
Prefence never had been ſo unwelcome before, 
and he teſtified the Chagrin he conceiv'd at it, by a 
tender Preſſure of the young LassSEL1as Hand, 
as.ſhe withdrew, telling him ſhe leſt his Majeſty 
to a Converſation more worthy of entertaining 
bim. As artleſs as ſhe Was, and as indifferent an 
Opinion as The had of Love, ſhe eafily perceiv'd 
ſhe had inſpir'd him with that Deſire which bears 
the Name of it, and was ſo far from being proud 


of her Power, that it gave her a very great Un- 


eaſineſs; ſhe foreſaw a World of Difficulties wou 

attend the Conqueſt. of this Royal Slaye, and 
beartily, wiſh'd that What he had ſaid to her, might 
prove to be, oply che Effe& of an ugmeaning 
Gallantry, and forgor as ſoon a8 poke. Bur, alas! 
her Charms had mag a much deeper Impreſſion 
on the Heart of this amorous Monarch, than lhe 

14 


deſired, they ſhould ; the very next Day confir, 


her, Knowledge RR Happening to meet 

4-4. 5 — FAR © Hg » 5 . + As + > X +4 « 
ber in a Gallery, as ſhe F e to vill 
ſome Ladies in the, ace, NN. ſtopp'd her, an 
made ſo paſſionate a Declaration, to her, that ſhe 


# 


food in peed. of, all-her Wit.to anſwer Kim in 
Terms which ſhoy'd neither, affront the Offers he 


made, nor encourage him to repeat them : But 


tho“ her Replies to all he laid, were full of Reſpect 


and Gratitude for the Conſideration he ſeem'd to 


have of her, yet ſhe maintain'd that cool Reſerye, 
that Majeſty of Moste Which all Womed, tho? 
in che loweſt Rank of Life, owe To nuch fh fem: 
lelyes to wear ehen o the highe(f, When their 


over ſels accuſtomed” to Succeſs, But he was 50 
VOL. IV. 12 well 


fine) e e Jane LA 


* 


i2 LASSELIA: Or, 
well acquainted with the Ambition that moſt Wo- 
men have of being the Fayourite of a King, that 
he conſider'd her Refuſals only as the Reſult of 
what ſhe might fear from the Indignation of her 
Aunt, Madam deMoNTEsP AN, and therefore ſent 
Monſieur le Ba oss E, one who at that time was 
Gentleman of his Bed-Chamber, to let her know, 
That, it ſhe. pleaſed, ſhe had ir in her power to be 
Er. than the Perſon ſhe at preſent had a Depen- 


dance on, and to make her an Offer of a very fine 


Caſtle neat the River Seine for her reſidence, L'a's- 
SEL JA Was more concern'd than can be well ex- 
preſs'd when this Meflage was deliver'd to her, 
and conjur'd him that brought it to return fome 
Anſwer, in what manner ſhe did not care, fo it 
were ſuch as would cut off all room to believe 
ſhe ever could be prevail'd on to do any thi 
which might deſerve ſuch Bounties Let the 
King, ſaid ſhe, think me imprudent, or unwiſe, 
| his Opinion, nay, his Indignation, cannot give 
me more Chagrin, than does his Affection. It 
was in vain that the Confidante repreſented to her 
the Advantages there were in being Miſtreſs to'a 
King, ſhe was not to be mov'd, nor had Grandeur 
any Charms when it was to be purchas'd at a Rate 
ſo dear as loſs of Virtue : and he found himſelf 
oblig'd to return without being able to gain any 
thing from her, which might make his Maſter fa- 
tisfy'd with his Negociation. | 1 
Bu rx all this could not paſs without the Obſer- 
vation of Madam de MONTESPAN; ſhe had taken 
notice in what manner the King had look'd, when 
he took leave of her Neice the Day ſhe had en- 
tertain'd him in her Abſence —— She had her 
Spies, which had inform'd her of his talking to her 
in the Gallery —2——©aznd the coming of le Bxosst 
to her Houſe, and the private Converſation they 
had together, ſufficiently canfirm'd her, ſhe had a 
Rival in her Neice, and ff d her jealous Squl with 
bs I 43/3 «Ei. DD) LVSIIRIDONTD.; r an 
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an inexpreſſible Indignation She upbraided 
the innocent Las$EL1A with Falſhood and Ingra- 
titude, and vow'd a Vengeance ſuitable to the 
Cauſe; and it was to no purpoſe for a long time, 
that the other endeayour'd to clear herſelf from 

_ theſe Aſperſion; Rage is always deaf. This Mis- 
fortune, as it was unforeſeen, was the more 
terrible to be borne; nor is it to be wonder'd at, 
that ſhe ſhould be prodigiouſly alarm'd at what ſo 
nearly touch'd her Intereſt, and was ſo ſhocking 

to her Pride, to find the Power ſhe had fo long 
maintain'd over the Heart of one of the greate 
Monarchs in the World, in ſuch an imminent dan- 
er of being near an end; and to owe her Down- 
Il to one of her own Houſe, of her own B'ood, 
and one who ſhe herſelf had taken care to adorn 
with all thoſe Accompliſhments which had at- 
tracted Admiration, was ſuch an Aggravation to 
her Diſcontent, as Words would bur poorly - re- 
preſent. Nen : 
Al the Aſſurances that LASSEL IA gave her, 

„that ſhe would die rather than yield to injure her 
in the leaſt, and the Deteſtation ſhe expreſs'd at 
the thoughts of ſuch an Action, was not ſufficient 
to pacify' her — She could ſcarce believe there 
was a Poſſibility of for ever reſiſting the Addre\- 
ſes of a Monarch ſo every way agreeable, as all 
that knew him confeſs'd him to be —— Bur if there 
were, the Attempt was enough; her haughty Soul 
could ill endure the ſight of one who was thought 

more lovely than herſelf, and who had it in her 
Power to make her unhappy, if ſhe pleas'd 

But how to get rid of her, ſhe could not tell; if 

ſhe put her out of her Houſe, ſhe confider'd, that 

it- would but give her the more Opportunity of 

being ſeen by the King, and receiving Proofs of 

his Paſſion 5 which, | while ſhe continu'd with her, 

he had ſtill too much Reſpect publickly to avow. 

While ſhe was in this Dilemma, the generous 

I -3 LAS 
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LASSELIA perceiving her Diſcontent, and very 
much diſquieted bertel at the continued Sollicita- 
tions of a Monarch, whoſe Paſſion for many Rea- 
ſons was no way, pleaſing io her, thought of 3 
way to eaſe at once both her on and ber Aunt's 
Uncaſineſs: And, deſiring leave to wait on her i 
het Chamber, (for the other, of late, not — 


able to brook her Preſence, had deny'd her that 


Privilege) approach'd her with theſe Words: Ma- 
dam, /aid fbe, as I am the innocent Cauſe of your 
Chagrin, I come now to implore your Permiſſion, 

to eaſe you of the ſight _— Perſon who I, am 
very ſenſible you no longer can behold with Satis- 
faftion —— The many Favours I have receiy'd in 
your Houſe, would make me quit it with the ut- 
moſt Concern » but when I conſider, that your 
Goodneſs in ſuffering my continuance in it, renders 
you uneaſy, I can do no leſs, in Gratitude, than 
remove I intreat therefore, added ſhe, after 
a little Pauſe, that I may depart: and ſince I have 
offended, tho againſt my Will, the only thing I 
can do to contribute to your Peace, is, to take 
away the Cauſe ; and by this voluntary Doom 1 
poaſs on myſelf, may have hope you will pardon 
a Crime which is izvoluntary, And where,  ery'd 
MadamdeMONTESPAN haſtily, (imagining perhaps 
her Intentions were different from what they 
were) where would you go:? Far enough, reply'd 
the other, from any Place that may give you Ap- 
prehenſions that I mean any otherwiſe than to 
make you eaſy ——— You know I had a very 
great Intimacy with Madamoiſelle VAL IE R, ſhe 
is now retir'd into the Country with her Husband, 
and I only ſtay for your Permiſſion to go to her; 
ſhe will be glad of my Company, and I can tar- 
ry there till thoſe flight: Impreſſions I have made 
on a Heart which, ouzht only to be yours, are 
eraſed I will not return till your Commands 
{hall call me or, if you pleafe, my Baniſh- 
Bk, xs ment 
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ment from you, and Paris, ſhall be eternal. How! 
LASSEL.1 A, (interrupted her Aunt, with an Air 
which at once expreſs'd Aſtoniſhment and Joy) are 
you in earneſt ? Can you for no other Motive than 
my Repoſe, be content to bury any part of your. 
Time in à Solitude ſo remote from all thoſe Gaie- 


ties your Youth has been accuſtom'd to? Not on- 


ly Part, reſum d ſue, but All — Nay, my very 
Life, do you Service; and to convince you how 
little Share I have had in contributing to diſturb 
you *Tis kind indeed, ſaid Madam de M © N- 
TBSPAN, and I muſt confeſs you Generous and 
Grateful, beyond my Expectations; but I ſhould - 
give you but ſmall reaſon to have the ſame Opini- 
on of me, ſhould 4 ſuffer. you to do what. you have 
offer'd — No, pur/ued ſhe with a $1:h,; I never 
will be outdone in Good-nature, you ſhall ftilHay 
with me; tho' your fatal Beauty, like a Baſilisk, 
murders. my Quiet, and deſtroys my Hopes, we 
will not part — I am now. convinc'd. of your 
Siacerity,, and till ſome Change in your Affairs 
makes it your Intereſt to leave me, 1 will run all 
Hazards, rather than turn you hence. The Voice 
with which ſhe pronounc'd theſe Words, made 
the diſcerning LassSEL1a, ealily / perceive the 
wiſn'd not as ſhe (aid; and repeating her Requeſt, 
and aſſuring her wich a great deal of Truth, that 


ſhe deſir*d nothing more than to be xemoy'd from 


the Perſecutions ſhe was every Day liable to from 
thoſe Emiſlaries the. King had employ d, won ber 
to afford a well-pleas'd Aſſent. After haying con- 
cluded on her going, they began to think that Di- 
ſtance would be ſo far from a Protection from 
thoſe Diſturbances ſhe would avoid, that being in 
any other Houſe than that of Madam de Mo x- 


 TESPAN, would rather give an Opportunity for 
them; they both determin'd that the Place of. her 
Retirement ſhould be kept a Secret, and to that end 


a Coach, and only one Servant to attend it, Wes 


14 order'd 
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order'd to be got ready at Midnight; and when 


all the Family were drown'd in Sleep, the willing 
Exile began her Journey, with this Satisfaction in 
her own Mind, that ſhe eas'dÞ another's of a Load 
of Care. by | 


Ir was but to Collamiers, a ſmall Village about 


ſeven Leagues from Paris, that ſhe went, and ſhe 
reached there a litle after Day-breax. Madamoi- 
ſelle de VALIER, and her Husband, receiy'd her 
with all the Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable, 


tho? oper» ſurpriz'd at ſo unexpected a Viſit: 


She was perfectiy well acquainted with their Se- 
crecy and Diſcretion, and therefore made no Scru- 
ple of revealing the Cauſe which had induc'd her 
to come in that manner : and if before they had 
a. very tender regard for her, it was now pro- 
digiouſty encreaſed by their Admiration of her 
Virtue. . 

SHE liv'd with them for ſome time in all the 
Contentments imaginable . She partook in all 


the rural Diverſions of the Place; and having her 


Mind once more at eaſe, made one in all the lit- 
tle Aſfemblies that were form'd by the Gentry 
thereabout. In ſpite of the diſtance from any 


great City, ſhe found no want of Company ; the 


Converſation of Madamoiſelle de VALIIEA was 
very engaging at home; and whenever ſhe had 
an Inclination to go abroad, the Houſe of Mon- 
ſteur de ' Am YE was not above a Bow-ſhot off; 
there ſhe was always certain to meet good Com- 
pany : For that Gentleman having been gone ſome 
time to Paris, in order to ſettle ſome Aﬀairs, and 
take poſſeſſion of an Eſtate lately left him by his 
Father, his Wife endeayour'd 'to compenſate for 
his Abſence, by making Entertainments for all 
thoſe who had any pretence to Wit, of which ſhe 
was a great Admirer —— This Lady grew exceed- 


ing fond of LassEL1A in a ſhort time, nor was 
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the Kindneſs ſhe Artes fo m_ her — Thus e- 
very thing was eaſy, every thing was gay at Col. 
As, while is ill? lined M © N- 
TEsPANlanguiſh'd at Paris in continual Diſquiets, 
and reſtleſs Perplexities ; ſhe found' the Abſence 
of her Neice had added but little to her Endea- 
yours of retrieving the eſtrang'd Affections of the 
inconſtant King — He was all Fury when firſt 
the News was brought him that LASSEL IA had 
left the Town, and appear'd diſſatisfied that her. 
Aunt pretended Ignorance of the Cauſe This 
Diſguſt, by little and little, encreaſing, and heigh- 
tend by her Jealouſies, which ſhe had not al- 
ways Prudence enough to conceal, at laſt conver- 
ted into a mortal Hatred; and this great Fayou- 
rite ſaw herſelf reduc'd to'a Condition pityable by 
thoſe who envy'd her before: ſo uncertaia is a 
Happineſs founded on Paſſion, and depending on 
the ſtill wavering, everchanging Vows of faithleſs 
Man! be. 
Tu Felicity that LasSEL1a all this while 
enjey'd, was of another, and more durable Na- 
ture than that which Love, even at the beſt, af. 
fords z her Pleaſures were unmix'd and pure, nor 
did ſhe ſo much as dream there was a Day of 
Woe in ſtore; which ſhou'd make her in vain 
look back, and wiſh for paſt Tranquillity: But 
now the time was come, when her Indifference 
and boaſted Peace of Mind, were to be no more: 
Happening to be at Madam de “ AMrE's at Om- 
bre one Evening, accompany'd by Monſieur de 
VALIER; and his Lady, their Diverſion was on 
a ſudden interrupted by a Servant running haſtily 
into the Room, telling them his Maſter and two 
other Gentlemen were alighted at the Gate, Tis not 
to be doubted but that the Cards were immediate- 


ly thrown aſide, and every Body roſe to receive 


them, The Welcome which Madam deP Au r E 
gave her long abſent Husband, was ſuch as was 
| | | 15 ſuitable 


* 
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ſuitable ta his great Mexit, and long Abſence; and 
the Returns be made, — | far — i 
lent Franſport ſhe cou'd have expreſs d: but theſe 
mutual Tenderneſſes were but of a ſhort Continu- 
ance; the Husband after having ſaluted all thoſe 


whom he found in Company with his Wife, gh 
od 


all the Complaiſance and. Gaiety imaginable, 

as he came to LASSBLIIA, three Drops, of Blo c 
fell lrom his Noſe, which ſtain'd a White Hand- 
kerchief ſhe happeg'd to haye in her Hand. This 
Accident occaſionꝰd a good deal of pleaſant Raille- 
ry; Monſieur e VAI IE R told him, that had he 


been unmarried, this would have paſs!d for an O- 


men of a future Union between him and the 
young Lady. Madamoiſelle his Wife, and the two 
Gentlemen who had accompany'd de Þ Am 1 B, 
made themſely es merry for a good while on this 
Occaſion ; but the Jeſt was not ſo agreeable, to 
Madamoiſelle del Au E as they, perhaps, ima- 
gined; being naturally pretty much addicted to 
Jealouſy, tlieſe kind of Diſcourſes gave het an 
Uneaſineſs which ſhe was not able to diſguiſe. 
Her Looks confeſe'd it, and her whole Behaviour 
was in a Moment ſo alter d, that nota Perſon in 
the Company but perceiy'd it, and gueſs'd at the 
Cauſe, De VALI1ER having been but a late Ac- 
quaintance, and till now entirely ignorant of her 
Temper, was heartily vexed at what he had ſaid, 
and endeavour'd, by a thouſand Compliments, to 
reſtore her to her former Good-humour; but the 
Poiſon had too great an Influence to be eaſily ex- 
pell'd; ſhe kew her Husband to be of a Diſpoſiti- 
on amorous enough, and the Charms of Lass B- 
,L1A were too prevailing, not to make her think 
there was a Probability, that what had heen ſpoke 
in Raillery, might one Day prove too tiue in Har- 
neſt, ſhe fell into ſo deep a Reſvery, and ap- 
pn ſo much diffatisfy'd when any thing was of- 
er'd to rouze her from it, that Monſieur and Ma- 
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domoiſelle de VALIIE thought it high time to 
take leave of her. LASSEIIA being only intro- 
duc'd by them, cou'd not do it without the Pro- 

ſal being firſt made by them, but was extream- 
ly glad of the Motion, and from that Moment re- 
oly'd never to make a Vilit there again. When 


they came home, nothing was tall'd of but the 


Foibleſs of Madam, who had expoſed! her IIl-hu- 
mour for ſo trivial a Cauſe. Madamoiſelle de VA- 


LIER laugh'd heattily at it, but LasSELT A had 


Reflections more grave; ſheavas a little inclin'd 
to Superſtition, and” cou'd not forbear thinkingthe 


bleeding of de P AM TE, juſt as he approach'd 


her, was a Preſage of ſomething extraordinary: 
Beſides, ſhe imagin'd ſomething within her bade 
her beware, nor truſt her Eyes to gaze on this 
dangerous Charmer. The Diſorder ſhe was in 
when he firſt enter'd the Room, wou'd have been 
viſible to the Company, had _ of them been 
at leiſure to regard it; and the Flutter which fill 
continued on her Spirits, confirm'd her, that the 


fight of him had wrought an Effect on her ſhe had | 


never felt before : But as ſhe was Miſtreſs of a 
vaſt deal of fine Reaſoning, ſhe exerted jt all in 
examining from what Source theſe Diſorders pro- 
ceeded ; loth ſhe was to think ſhe was falling into 
a Paſſion ſhe had ſo long ridicul'd —— and lother 
to imagine it was fora Man for whom it was nei- 
ther conſiſtent with Virtue, nor Diſcretion, to in- 
dulge it — Is it impoſſible, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
that the ſeeing a Perſon ſo every way agreeable as 
del Au rx cou'd give me Shocks ſuch as, one 
wou'd think, cou'd only be inflicted by the Appear- 
ance of ſome horrid Spectre, ſome frightful Ene- 
my to Nature! W hat is there either in his Per- 
ſon or Behaviour to.terrify ! =— Is not all about 
him lovely and engaging ?. ——— Oh! yes (c ſe 
after a little Pauſe) l ne'er before beheld a Form 
o perfectly compleat, a Shape ſo exquilite, Eyes 


o 
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ſo bewitching, and Air ſo ſoft, ſo charming, and, . 
J:too well remember, the fond Endearments he 
: paid to Madam, firſt ftruck my Soul with that 
- chill Horror, which ever ſince remains. Had he 
been in the ſame Circumſtances with his rwo Com- 
nions, and receivid no other Welcome from that 
K | py Woman, it would have been with Satisfacti. 
. on alone 1 ſhowd have regarded him — But, 
| ob! (continued ſhe, burſting into Tears, which it 
vb, impoſſible for ther to reſtrain) he is marry'd, and 
eis Madam de i' AME only who can look on him 
without Confuſion, ſuch as I endure. By theſe 
kind of Arguments ſhe was atlaft convinc'd, how 
fatal. an- Enemy to Repoſe, the fight of an Object 
too amiable may prove, but tho' ſhe reſoly'd not 
to give way to an Impreſſion ſo pernicious, ſhe 
found it: im poſſible to eraſe it; ſhe was ſtill think» 
ing how happy ſhe might have been if de PAnYE 
were unmarried, and how willingly ſhe cou'd ſub- 
mit to be a Wife, if juſt ſuch another Man were 
to be found. In this manner would ſhe ſooth 
Imagination for a while; but then a ſudden return 
ol thoſe uneaſy Tremblings which, at ficſt ſight 
of him, poſſeſs'd her, would put an end to thoſe 
pleaſing Amuſements; and ſhe wou'd ſtart like one 
in a Frenzy, and cry out, Oh! it was not for no- 
thing that thoſe ominous Drops of Blood fell from 
him on my Handkerchief ! It was not for no- 
thing I was ſeizid with ſuch an unuſual Horror! 
f Nor is it in vain, that my Soul ſhrinks, and ſeems 
0 to dread a ſecond Interview. — They are al}, 
I fear; too ſure Predictions of ſome fatal Conſe- 
uence, - Then, when ſhe had a little yielded to 
theſe diſturb'd Emotions, as if aſtham'd' of the 
Weakneſs ſhe had been guilty of, wou'd ſhe ſum- 
mon up all her Reſolution, and endeavour to o- 
vercome thoſe Terrors. Let what, (reſum'd fhe) 
what can happen worthy of my Fears! What 
Power has one, ſo much a Stranger as de A u 1E, 
to 
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to injure me ? —— Perhaps I ne'er may ſee him 
more; or if I ſhou'd, where wou'd be the Dan- 
ger? Thus did ſhe torment herſelf when ever ſhe 
was alone; and, in Company, appear'd: the moſt © 


alter'd in her Behaviour that ever was: All Diver- 


ſions grew taſteleſs to her, and thoſe Gaieties of 
Converſation which, in her Days of Indifference, 
ſhe had the greateſt Reliſh for, were now ſtrip'd 
of all their agreeable, and became rather teaxing, 
than any way delighrfil. Nor is this at all to be 
wonder 'd at; whoever has known any thing of 
Love, will eaſily confeſs, that that Paſhon brings 
with it a conſequential Train of Images, ſuffici- 
ent to filk the moſt extenſive Soul, and too ſtrong - 
to ſuffer — 4 9 — of Oppoſers. 
TH#1s Change of Humour was too viſible, not 
to be taken notice of by all that knew her: Ma- 


damoiſelle de VALIER was extremely troubled 


at it, and, imagining it proceeded from her living 
in a Retirement ſhe had not been accuſtom'd to, 
was fearful ſhe was falling into a Melancholy, 


which might be dangerous; and therefore endea- 


vour'd to divert her by all the Means her Good- 
humour and Friendſhip cou'd invent. The -other, 
tho* Company was grown painful, and Solitude 
the only thing ſhe coveted,” yet cou'd not be ſo 
rude and diſobliging as to refuſe the kind Invirati- 


ons made her, on purpoſe to drive away thoſe 


Vapours with which | ſhe- ſeem'd to be -over- 
whelm'd. * | : 

Ox of thoſe Scenes of Gaiety, to which the 
Wife of VAI 1 E x-wou'd needs oblige LASSBI 14 
to go, was to a Wedding, which was to be ſo- 


lemniz'd at the Houſe of a Relation of her's, ſome 


Miles diſtant from that in which they liv d 


The Nuptials were celebrated with a great deal of 


Magnificence, all the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Country, for many Leagues round, being invited: 
ned | An 

0 


22 ALASSELT A: Of 

de l' Au. This was the ſecond Time LA 88. 
114 had ever ſeen him; but if ſhe was not alto- 
gether ſo painfully, alarm'd as at the firſt, ſhe felt 
enough to make her know ſhe was agitated with 
Emotions, the Cataſtrophe of which ſhe had good 
cauſe to dread. She cou'd not forbear, however, 
indulging the ſweet Anxiety his Preſence gave, tho' 
certain to condemn; herſelf for it in his Abſence : 
She examin'd each particular Charm which ſhone 
about his Form —— She liſten'd to every Word he 
ſpoke —— Stretch'd wide each Faculty of her Soul, 
to take the whole of his Perfections in, till ſhe be- 
came quite raviſh'd in Contemplation ——— 

Tur bappen'd to dance NN and the 
eaſy and graceful Manner in which he entreated 
her to be his Partner, his fine Addreſs, and the 
Sprightlineſs of Converſation with which he en- 
tertain'd ber, added to that Admiration ſhe be- 
na had been but too ſenſibly touch'd with for 
Ar TEA this ſhe had frequent Opportunities of 
ſeeing him; Madam de l Au r and de VA- 
LIE A having, at this Wedding, renew'd that In- 
timacy which they formerly had together, and 
which that little Pique Monſieur de VALIBR“s 
Words occaſion'd, had for a time ſuſpended, the 
two Families were ſeldom aſunder — LASSBIIA 
was always one among them, nor did ſhe any lon- 
ger ſeem deſirous of Solitude: The Pleaſure ſhe 
took in the Company of de l' AM YE was too great 
to be reſiſted, nor did ſhe any more make herſelf 
uneaſy at thoſe Shocks. which, every now and then, 
.endeavour'd to check the Traniports (he iadylg'd— 
She thought it enough that ſhe reftrain'd her Wiſhes 
within the Bounds of Modeſty; and perceiviag 
not the leaſt reaſon to imagine, by his Behaviour, 
that he would ever tempt her to tranſgreſs them, 
: believ'd ſhe ag. without a Crime, indulge her- 
ſelf in thoſe Felicities which at preſent appear'd ſo 


innocent 
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innocent —— Thus born away with a Tide of De- 
light, which, {till increas'd from a nearer Conver- 
ſation with him, all tne Warnings of her good 
Genius were huſh'd, and her whole Soul was oyer- 
whelm'd with Paſſion —— Hence follow'd wild 
Deſires ! w—— Tumultuous Emotions! The God 
of Love exerted his utmoſt Force, and proy'd how 
impoſſible it is, when once a Heart has given him 
Entrance, ever to expel. him thence —— Rut this 
ſhe was not yet acquainted with, nor knew. the 
Danger ſhe was in; and tho? the greateſt Security 
ſhe cou'd have for her Honour, was the Inſenſi- 


bility de ' Au YE ſeem'd to have of her Charms, 


yet ſhe cou'd. not forbear wiſhing he were other- 
wiſe——— And would frequently ſooth Imagination 
with a Belief; he lov'd her: and in giving way to 
theſe deſtructive Tenderneſles, Fancy took the 
Part of Paſſion, and in Dreams, wou'd: repreſent 
him to her, diſſolving, melting in amorous Lan- 
guiſnments Nor were her feeping Thoughts 
the only ones that err'd this way; waking, the 
Charmer was ever in her View; ſhe talk'd to 
him, form'd Anſwers ſuch as twas probable he 
might: in reality have made, had he been pre- 
ſent ow Nay, wrap'd in the extatick Contempla- 
tion, went fo. far ſometimes (as ſhe afterwards 
confeſs'd) as to kiſs, embrace, and poſſeſs; in 
Idea, a thouſand nameleſs Joys, which Love too 
ſoon inſpires a Notion of: but theſe Exceſſes We'll 
ſuppoſe ſhe permitted only when ſhe found there 

was a Neceſſity by chearing her languid Spirits 
with ah imaginary Bliſs, to preſerve her from fal- 
ling into a real Deſpair: Tis certain, that at her 
guarded Hours, Honour was her chiefeſt Aim; 
nor wou'd ſhe: have wiſh'd to have been belov'd 
by de Þ A Mr, had ſhe; not thought herſelf fre 
of continuing Miſtreſs of her Reſolution — But, 
alas! how little do they know the Hazard they run, 
who depend on their own Strength alone . 
reer 2 : tection, 


; — — . | ; «a. 55 dy 
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recon.” Love is a ſubtle, and a watchful Deceiyer, 
and directs the Votary he deſigns to bleſs, to make 
the Attack when the Fair is leaſt capable of Re. 
ſifance. It was in one of thoſe longing, wiſhing 
Moments, already mentioned, when the amorous 
 LasSEL 1a: extended at her length on a ſine graſs 
ſy Bank, canopy'd o'er with ſhading Jeſſamins 
and ſpreading Vines, was told a 3 waited 
with a Letter, which, by no means, wou'd 
deliver into any Hand but her own: She was un- 
willing to * the ſweet' Retirement ſhe was in, 
and careleſſy order'd the Perſon ſhou'd come to 
her, imagining it was ſome body ſent from Ma- 
dam de MONTESPAN, and gave herſelf but lit- 

tle Concern what the Mandate might contain: But 

' when ſhe received it from the Me er, who 

| ſeem'd' to be à Country-Fellow, and knew the 
Hand to be de } AnrYe's, which ſhe had often 
ſeen before in Songs and little Pieces of Poetry, 
what Tongue can expreſs the Surprize ſhe was 
in !——- She could not imagine on what Occaſion 
he ſhou'd write to her, and was once or twice a- 
dout to return it unopened to the Hand that brought 
it; but her ill Fate repell'd thoſe Dictates of her 
Guardian Angel, and confus'd and trembling, now 
bluſhing with Shame, then pale with Fear, ſhe 
broke the fatal Seal, and read theſe Lines. 


IN 


To the Divine LAssELIA. 


E AVEN;, Tove, and tht more powerful Charms 
1 of the adorable -LxssSELLA- are not to be 
 _- withſtood ! long have I ſtruggled with à Paſſion 
which is not the leſs unvanquiſhable, becauſe it is 
hopeleſs ; but, like Oil pour d on Flames, 2 
08 3 VOUrs 
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dtavours ſerve but to make the aſpiring Blaze more 
violent, and now tis grown as impoſſible to be con- 
ceal'd, as it is to be overcome I burn, conſume, 
and die, in inward Agonies Pardon this Decla- 
ration == the World, alas ! — the prying, judg- 


ing World — will ſoon diſcover the Secret in my al- 
ter d Looks; but a Day more, perhaps, and I ſhou d 


have been ted LASSELIA's Slave, before LAS- 
SELIA'S ſelf had known it and 1 uud not, 
methinks, have you, who caus'd,. the laſt to pity 


u hat I feel = I am perſuaded there is à Stock of 
Mert in your Soul, that, whether you will or no, 
Till induce you to compaſſionate a Deſpair which the 


wretched Circumſtance I am in forbids me to hope 
you will relieve -——— But whatever Sentence you are 
pleaſed to inflift on me, let me from your own Mouth 
receive it, and 1 ſhall never repent that I am or- 
dain'd, 


Four Everlaſting Adorer, 


Wet 


De Auys. 


I x wou'd have been impoſſible for LASSEBT IA, 


had ſhe endeayoured it, to conceal the ſwift Viciſ- 
ſitudes of her rolling Thoughts while reading; 
alternate Joy and Shame, Surprize and Fear, and 
ſometimes a Start of virtuous Pride and Indigna- 
tion, ſparkled in her Eyes =— a thouſand different 
Paſſions ſucceeded one another in their turns - 
all too fierce to be reſtrain'd, and too ſudden to 
admit Diſguiſe. But, alas! ſhe took no care to 
do it; ſhe ſuſpected not that ſhe had a dangerous 
Obſerver in the Perſon who deliver'd her the Let- 
ter; nor ' tis poſſible, in the Comfuſion ſhe was in, 
remember'd any body was near her —— Again 
ſhe attempted to read over the dear ſurprizing 


Lines, but had not Power; the ſtrange Diſorder 
of her fluttering Heart, depriving the Blood of its 


uſual.. 


26 f L4 SSELTIA: Or, 


uſual Circulation, all her Limbs forgot their Functi. 
on, and ſhe ſunk fainting on the Bank, in much the 
ſame Poſture ſhe was in before ſhe had rais'd her- 
ſelf a little to take the Letter. How much wou'd 
ſuch a Sight have tranſported de. Anrt! Hoy 
much did it tranſport him! for it was no other 
than himſelf, who, diſguis'd in the Habit of a 
Ruſtick, had been his own Meſſenger, and was Wit. 
neſs of all the different Agitations his Declaration 
had occaſion'd Encourag'd by them, and tis 
probable by ſome Glances he had before obſer- 
ved — and prompted by his own violent De- 
lires, which, — the rl Moment he beheld her, 
Had taken poſſeſſion of his Soul; all thoſe lutle 
Fears, and diftant Awe, which generally accom- 
. pany Love in its beginning, were no more. He 
.threw off his upper Garment, and a black Peruke 
Which had ſerv'd him as a Diſguiſe, and fling 
himſelf down by her, with a thouſand Kiſſes — 
Embraces, at once reſtor'd her to that Senſe ſhe 
had ſo lately loſt, and ſhew'd her the Deceit he 
ad. been guilty of — It was in vain ſhe ſtrug- 
gled to-riſe — in vain that ſhe endeayour'd to re- 
pel the ſoft Endearments of his Lips and, Arms; 
— 546 confe(s'd the unwilling Tranſport of her 
Soul, and told him all he wiſh'd to ask: Nor was 
he ſcrupulous of letting her know how well he 
was acquainted with his Happineſs — he made 
her ſenſible of it by a thouſand Liberties, which a 
Man who had not been certain. of Forgiveneſs, 
wou'd not have dared to take —— She had too 
much Frankneſs in her Nature, and had been too 
little accuſtomed to Artifice, to be able to diſguiſe 
her Sentiments in a Juncture like this — Surprix- 
at firſt had depriv'd her of all thoſe neceſſary Cau- 
tions ſhe wou'd elſe haye made uſe of; and now 
Tove tranſported, raptur'd Love wou'd not ſut- 
ter her to have recourſe to them Trembling 


and panting, betwixt Deſize and Fear, at laſt 7 
leni! 
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lay.reſiſtleſs in his Arms, with faultering Accents 
confeſs'd a mutual Ardor ; and if he did not ob- 
tain the higheſt Favour ſhe cou'd grant, he had too 
much to- boaſt of, to fear ſhe cou'd deny him any 
thing; and tis probable that he had not left her 
without the utmoſt, Gratification of his Wiſhes, 
had he not been apprehenſive of a Diſcovery ei- 
ther from Madam pA VALIER, or ſome ofthe Fa- 
mily, whom the Coolneſs of the Eyening might 
invite to that Place, and which was not a great di- 
ſtance from the Houſe —— He wou'd not part, 
however, till he had engag'd a Promiſe from her 
to make him fully bleſt the next Opportunity ſhould 
offer; which, as he rl her, was his Fault, if not 
contriv'd with a Speed ſuitable to the Impatience 
of the Love he profeſs 70 
Ipo not but this early Condeſcenſion in 


LasSELT a, will be of \ſo great Prejudice to her 


.that it will take off the Pity which is 

istortunes it brought on ber; 
and 1 have nothing to alledge in her Behalf, but 
that the long Suppreſſion of à Paihon which ſhe 


bad always conſider'd as fruitleſs, now on a fudden 


let looſe, was beyond the Power of Reaſon to re- 
ſtrain — To add to this, tho? both, I am afraid, 
will ſeem too weak to excuſe her, never was Man 
ſo form'd to charm as de Au E. I have heard 
ſeveral of his own Sex, who knew bim, aver they 
never (aw any thing ſo lovely, an Air ſo noble, 


fo. majeſtick; and withal ſo ſoft and tender —— 


Eyes ſo bewitching —— a Shape ſo excellent 
ſuch a Harmony of Parts ... ſuch an agreeable Re- 
— throughout the whole Then for his 

it and Converſation, it was not to be equall'd 
he was ſo perfect a Maſter in the Art of Perſua- 
ſion, that whoever would refolye,on any thing, 
muſt be ſure not to hear him plead againſt "Wy 
impoſſible was it to diſſent from him in Argument, 
or continue in any Opinion he ſeem'd to diſap- 


prove 


4 
[4 
1 
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28 —— One of the many Letters which paſs'd 
tween him and LASSAT IA, being found among 


ſome other Papers, ſince both their Deaths, may 


ive ſome little Idea of what he was: which, tho” 
it was writ by a Woman in Love to Madheſs, and 
one who had abandon'd all things for her Paſſi- 
on, has been acknowledged by thoſe of cooler 
Sentiments, and conſequently better capable of 
judging, to be no more than what Perfections, ſuch 
as his, might juſtify, * 


— 


LaASSELTA to her moſt Dear, moſt 
Loy'd, and moſt Ador'd de A M Y E. 


2 command ine to tell you, my Dear, my.*firft, 
my only, my everlaſting Love ! in what manner 
'  T paſs my Hours in your Abſente : <—— "tis a Que- 
ſtion I know not how to anſtuer for, methinks, 
Jam never abſent from you — 1 have your Image 
ever in my View == your Voice always in my Ear. 
fo ſtrongly does Imagination bleſs me, that believing 
you indeed are preſent, I ſtreteh my Arms to claſp the 
dear Illuſion, and only then am undecei vod, when 
bart they come, and miſs the warm Embrace — Oh ! 
to what elevated Height does Love, like mine, tranſ- 
port the Soul! a thouſand” times I have asd my- 
felf which of your Charms had moſt the Power to 
move me vuhich of my Senſes recerv'd the no- 
bleſt' Pleaſure and in Idea travelled through all 
the mazy Wonders of your Mind and Perſon, but ne- 
vor cou d decide the | mighty Conteſt — all were alike 


ent hanting ! —all equally tranſporting ! == Laſs. Night 
1 —— 


— 171907 - templation 
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| templation, a Standiſh hap, to be on the Table, 
1 took b the Pen, which, wit the Aid of any 

' Muſe to guide it, 768 into "RO Lines, Tous - 1 have 


| ventur d 10 call  __ 1 . 
| 

The Trapoſſbili or, the Combat of the 

} n Arster 

b a 

\ When ov dh Form I feaſt my ravi 4 Eye! 


1.think no Bliſs cou'd Want of Sight ſupply; 
Or, when the Muſick of thy Voice I hear, 

My Soul is all collected in my Ear! 

' What envious Darkneſs won d in vain deny, 

 Th' attentive Faculty does well ſupply : 

Thy Charms are ſuch, each can make known the reſt, 
And all 2 is to the Senſe expreſt; 
Whether thou ſpeak ·ſt in A. (mil bw in Words, 

b The preſent Joy no higher Wiſh affo 

| But when — OH who Infinity can * 7 
Imagination owns 15 elf too ul, | 

_ When with 715 circling 2 my kk has | 

Preſs, to my Boſom thy Heaven of Charms 1 

' When all ! at once" the thouſand Ways 1 prove, 
Which make, indeed, Divinity in Love! 

My raviſh'd oye enge Pleaſure ſwells, 
Nor Fear, nor Shame, th* unruly Rapture quells ; - 

muß wild Delight each hurry'd Senſe alarm'd, 

Ii Inſolence to ſay Which moſt is charm'sd : 

Each Look, each. Word, each Touch, each molti a 
Gives raging Extaſy ! — diftratting Buſs 1 
Amidſt that Sea of Wonders Thought is bft, 

| My Soul no more can nice Diſtinction boat; 5 

44 of Tranſport does it ſelf deſtroy, 15 

And Life flies rremblinyg from th? o'erpouring 90 


Fo the bind Meaning excuſe the bal Poetry and 
of E xperſſion : For, ob! I own no Words 
2 55 thy Worth — there are two Wha ie in Na- 
ture, which never can be deſcribed by Act ; and they 


are, 


* 


9 


| — * 3 
30 LASSCEE TIA. Or, 
are, that profuſion ef Perfiftions thou art Hor d with, 
aud. my Adoration of them — but if thow would'ſt 
gueſs at the latter, haſten to my Arms, for "tis only 
there thou canſt have any juſt Notion hoth much 
how truly thou art Maſter of the. Soul of thy . . 


© Ever-Paſſionate, Eyer-Tender, Ever. Faithful 


4. 444 2 a 


Bu r, to return, : The unthinking Fair was no 
ſooner left alone, and had leiſure to reflect on 
what the Hurry of her Spirits had before preyent. 
ed her from doing, than ſhe Teprogend ten for 
ſuffering the Secret of her Soul to be ſa eaſily dif. 
coyer'd by him from whom ſhe, ought moſt to have 
conceal'd it — But, alas! ſhe now had gone too 
far in the fatal Labyrinth of heedleſs Patkon, to 
know how to retreat; ar 1 the Arguments he had 

e nne > 
made uſe of to perſuade her it was no Crime to 
bleſs a Love ſo perfect as His, had the ſame Effect 
they ordinarily work'd.on all, whom he endeayour- 


ed to bring, to his Opinion; to make her think as 


he did —— and the WENT Matter of Concern to | 


| her, 'was that ſhe ſo ſoan had condeſcended 
She fear'd the eaſy Attainment of his Wiſhes, wou'd, 
in a little time, make her ſeem cheap in his E- 
ſteem ——and ſuch an Apprehenſion was a Dag- 
er to her Saul; he reſoly'd, therefore, that in 
pes of..the Promiſe. ſhe. had made him, to delay 
the Performance of it, and put him off till Time, 
Aſſiduity, and ſome further Proofs of his Sincerity, 
ſhould render her yielding more the Effect of Gra- 
titude than Inclination — This, 'tis poſſible, ſhe 
might haye endeavoured ; tho”, if we conſider the 
lle Government ſhe ba of her Paſſion, *tis 
ſcarce to be beliey'd ſhe wou'd bave been able to 
accompliſh, it an unexpected Summons to Paris 
had not broke all her Meaſures, and ed no 
- Olce 
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Choice, but either to run immediately into the 
Arms of det ANYE, or quit all thoughts of him 
for ever, The very next Morning, after that 
Evening which ſhe had paſt ſome part of in the 
manner already deſeribed, ſhe received a Letter 
from her Aunt, Madam de MoNTEsSPAN; the 
Contents of which were theſe. wi | 


d n * po 
» To LASSBELIA. 

. F you left Paris, as you pretend * did, meerl 
e | for the ſake of my Repoſe, You will make no Diff 
0 culty in returning to it, when you know it ts 


0 Intereſt calls you —— The unjuſt King has treated me 
id in a manner 1 ſhould diſdain to "acknowledge, were. 
to il there not an —_ dlute Neceſſity you ſhou't know it=— 
& I have either been betray d by ſome I have put Confi- 
ir- dence in, or my ill Genius has whiſper'd him, that T 
have but deceiv'd him in feigning an Ignorance to 
what Part of the Country you are retir'd == Since you 
left me, I have never receiv'd any Mark of his for- 
mer Favour ; and of late (what will not arbiirary. 
Authority dare!) he has, even to my Face, avow'd 
his Paſſion =—— Laſt Night he left me with Menates, 
ſuch as I too well know him not to dread , that I 
ſhou'd dearly repent my Attempt of eluding him by an 
Artifice too ſhallow not to be ſeen through In fine, I 
percerve every day my Court decreaſe — I am no longer 
ſollicired no longer hurry'd with the Attendance of 
peritioning Conrtiers———ſure Marks of a declining Fa- 

vourite — all that can re-eſtabliſh me in my former 
Intereſt with him, 1s your Return — T can boldly 
demand a Support for ny Ambition, when I confent 
to che Deſtru tion of my Love, and to the Death of 
my own Hopes, bring a belov'd Rival to his Arms 3 | 


Make haſte, therefore, thou fatal Beauty ! to Paris, 


to the fight of an adoring, impatient Monarch; 4 
| Monarch, who wants but Conſtancy to make him 


equal with the Angels — Haſte, I ſay, to bleſs 


his Eyes and by making him happy, in part 
retrieve the Injury you have, tho ngly, done 


the | 
Unfortunate 
MONTESPAN, 


P. S. Come, if poſſible, with the ſame Expedition 
4s you ent — I have ſent this Moment to your 
Royal Lover, to acquaint him I have diſcover d 
where you are, and that I e you to- mor- 
TOW — Delay it not, unleſs you wiſh to ſee 


8c h a Command as this was as vexatious, as 
it was ſurprizing to the Perſon who receiv'd it — 
Had her Inclinations been in the very ſame Poſi- 
tion as when ſhe left Paris, ſhe wou'd have been 
far from conſenting to return to it, on the Terms 
opos'd; but as her Heart was now entirely ta- 
en up with the Thoughts of de AMyYE, to en. 
dure the Addrefles of another, was deteſtable to 
her Love gave this happy Favourite infi- 
nitely the Preference in her Eſteem, over the 
| xr and moſt agreeable Monarch in the 
orld To be the Miſtreſs of de PA M E, 
tho' in a Cottage, ſhe look'd on as a Bleſſing ſupe- 
rior to all the ambitious Views which tempted — 
in the Embraces of a King; but reſolved, if poſſi- 
ble, not only to find ſome Expedient utterly to 
eſcape what was her Averſion, but alſo to delay the 
Gratification of her Wiſhes till Time ſhou'd render 
them more excuſable To this end, ſhe 
communicated Madam de MoNnTESPAN's Letter 


to Monſieur de VALIER and his Wife, 1 
| lr 
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their Advice, hes. ſhou'd... avoid: 2 Danger 
which ſo imminently threaten'd ber Virtue. The 


noble- minded Pair, little imagining that ſhe had 
any other Reaſons for reſuſſag 70 return to Paris, 
than thoſe which dad obligid het, to quit it, and 
altogether ignorant of what had paſi d between her 
and de Any, applauded her Reſolution „ And 
told her, that they cod not enough extol her Bra- 
very of Soul, who, to A her Honour, cou'd 
be blind and deaf to the enchanting Charms of 
Power and Grandeur, and chuſe rather to be 
bury'd in an innocenfObſeurity; than ſhine the Envy 
of the World in guilty Theſe Encomi- 


® a Q: =» ©. 


X 4 


eally 
think of ſome Method by which, 23 

Commands oi Madam 44 3 
llicitations of the King. 4 


had beet 
ſacrice her { +4 


'd proceed to « 
all imaginable Meaſures It ſeem'd — Weg 
G 7 4 that .Lass8E414; cou'd be any 

more ſafe at Collumiers than at Paris; but where 
[he ſhou'd retire, or on whoſe Fidelity ſhe cou'd 
depend for Concealment, was the Queſtion : Nei. 
ther Madamoiſelle de VAL1KR,: nor Monſieur 
knew of any body on whoni they dared depend in 
any Affair of ſo much Conſequence, which, if 
any Accident diſcover'd, mig in- 


6. L48112 
„ percei- 
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34 LASSELITA: Or, 
perceiving they were in a Pauſe, and uncertain /\, 
What to vile! her to, and knowing very well ſne 
muſt immediately reſolve on ſomething, ſpoke to 
them in this manner: Since (ſaid {be the only 
Perſon on Earth, from whom 1 cou'd have ex- 
pected Shelter from the King's Addrefles, has been 
K wn to a Reſolution to betray me to him, it will 
be in yain to hope that, by tarrying here, I can 
eſcape the Snares laid for me; Arbitrary Power 
can eaſily find Means to force me hence : 1 will 
therefore go where, I believe, I may promiſe my 
ſelf an unknown, and therefore ſate Retreat; 
and becauſe 1 will not oblige either of you to the 
Conſtraint of an Untruth, for, doubtleſs, you will 
not paſs unexamin'd, 1 will not acquaint you with 
the Place of my Retirement, till the Noiſe of m 
having left you is entirely over. Theſe Words 
ve a good deal of Satisfaction ro the Perſons 
they were addreſs'd to, being unwilling to be 
brought under the Diſpleaſure of the King by de- 
taining her, and more unwilling to yield her up a 
Victim to his unwarrantable Paſſion mn They 
Labour imagin'd it was to ſome Monaſtery the 


wou'd fly for Refuge, and commended her Diſ- 
cretion in concealing the Name of it; well know- 
ing, that if fit were diſcover d, nor even that holy 
Sanction would ayail againſt the united Commands 
of the King and Madam-dsMonTESPAN, and 
the very Religious themſelves beſcrupulous of en- 
tertaining a Perſon in oppoſition to their Power. 
Bur 1 doubt not but the Reader will eaſily 
ue ſs it was not to be a Reciuſe that LassELIA 
intended; however, ſhe was willing enough to let 
Monſieur and Madamoiſelle de V a1 IE continue 
in their Opinion that it was ſo, and they all con- . 
claded that ſhe: ſhould leave their Houſe the next 
Night. She told them ſhe would depart in the 
Habit of a Pilgrim, and for the firſt Night take up © 
her Lodging at a common Inn, from which ſhe | 


| knew 


e 


Thow'd it ſelf in 


SN Abb. 5s 
knew how to get conveniency to be carry'd to the 
Place ſhe defign'd to go to; and for the better de- 
oy Madam de MoNTESPAN, Madamoiſelle 


ſhould write to her, taking no notice that ſhe 
knew any thing of her having order'd Las$EL 1 a's 
Return; but to acquaint her, that that Loans La- 
dy had left Collumiers unknown to any body; and 
that both Herſelf and Husband were in the greateſt 
Conſternation imaginable what was "become of 
her, and for what Cauſe ſhe had, in ſuch a man- 
ner, quitted a Family, whoſe Care it had been to 
uſe her with all me Reſpect. This Contri- 

vance was applauded by all concern'd in it; and 
Madamoiſelle immediately went about e 
a Pilzrim's Habit with the utmoſt Secrecy an 

Caution, for not one of the Servants were to be 
trufted with ie. e 

I the mean time LASsSETL IA had her Thoughts 
Full of Contuſion; it was to de PAmY = ſhe had 
determin'd to go; his Arms were her intended 
Sanctuary, and his Love her Aſylum; but how to 
jet him know what had befallen her, was a Per- 
plexity ſhe knew not how to remove: To write 
to him, was an Impoſſibiity, without having the 
Affair known to the whole Country; and, as if 


Fortune had a Deſign to contradict heFlnclinations, | 


he happen'd not'to come to de VALIEA's. All 
Things being ready, and the Evening ap- 
pointed for her Departure arriv'd, ſhe grew al- 


moſt diſtracted what Courſe ſhe ſhould take; her 


poin was unavoidable, unleſs renouncing all ſhe 
ad ſaid, and blaſting her own ſecret Wiſhes, ſhe 
could have coritented herſelf to remain there till 
a ſecond Mandate, back'd with Force, ſhould have 
oblig'd her to return to Paris, And where to go 
ſhe Lai not, nor could think of any plauſible 
Pretence whereby ſhe might advertiſe de Amrs 
of her . : The Diſtraction of her Mind 
het Countenance, ſhe was ready 


— 


VOL IY- K 2 to 


% 


to ſink with Apprehenſion what might happen to 


her, wandring alone, a Stranger, and uncertain 
where ſhe ſhould find Shelter, even from the Wea- 
ther —— Whi.e Madamoiſelle de VAL1E KR was 
helping to drels her like a A ih ſhe trembled, 


and had ſcarce Strength to ſuffer any thing to be 


done; but this paſs'd for the Trouble ſhe was in 
at being oblig'd to depart from them in a manner 
ſo odd; and, with much, ado, ſhe was at laſt e- 


: 


uipt. The Care of Monſieur and his Lady had 


diſpatch'd all the Servants, ſome one way, ſome 


another, that when the fair Pilgrim was to make 
her Exit, thecewas no body in the Houſe but them 
three, The Parting was extreamly moving ; 


Madamoiſelle held her in her Arms for ſome time, 


without being able to let her go, while the other 
ſeem'd as unwilling to get Jooſe, till Monſieur 


reminding them, that probably ſome of the Fa- 


mily might return, and diſappoint all the Meaſures 


they had taken, they broke with mutual Tears 
from one another's Embrace. The Lady retir'd 


to ber Cloſet, to pray for a good Event of this, 
as ſhe thought, pious Fraud; and her Husband 
conducted 5 * Amd Fair-Oge to the Road, 
where ſhe deſir'd him to 85 her, aſſuring him 
ſhe would write by the firſt Opportunity, to give 
notice bow ſhe was, tho* not where ſhe was 

_ THE Reader's Imagination here muſt help me 
out, for Words wou'd be inſufficient to repreſent 
what twas LasSEL 1a endur'd, when left alone; 
all that one can think of Dread, of Anxiety, was 
ſhort of her enduring She was naturally timorous ; 
and having never been expos'd to any Dangers, 
now all at once to brave ſo many, was more than 
all the Reſolution ſne had muſter'd up could ena- 
ble her. She accuſed de] Anrs of Ingratitude 
and Coldneſs, that he had not been at de VA- 
LIiER's theſe two Days Oh! (ſaid ſbe to her- 


/) had he loy'd with that Ardency as he. Fr 


_ tended, 
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tended, a Sympathy of Souls would have brought 
him By Intuition he would have known EL 
was about to do ſomethin 2 that requir'd his xd 
Is Love a Divinity, and does any Spark of it in- 
form his Breaſt, and not by fome ſecret Impulſe 
warn bim that his LXSSELIA has for his fake, 
abandon'd herſelf to all that ean be thought of 
Miſery and Horror? Thus did ſhe upbraid the 
Paſſion that poſſeſs'd her, while wandring up and 
down the Fields, for the Fears ſhe was in, wou'd 
not ſuffer her to keep the Road The ſight 
of any Paſſengers, tho* at a diftance, terrify'd her 
beyond expreſſion ; ſhe imagin'd that, if ſeen, ſhe 
ſhou'd be khown in ſpite of her Diſguiſe, and her 
diſtracted Apprehenſion form'd a thoufand Ideas 
of Dangers all frightful and hideous to Nature! — 
The Darkneſs coming on, enereaſed them, and ſhe 
would now have given all the World to have been 
in ſome Place of Shelter ; but ſhe was wholly un- 
acquainted with the way to any Inn, and being 
ſtray'd a good diſtance from the Road, was hope- 
leſs of finding it, Tis probable, in her preſent 
Fears, ſhe would have return'd to Je Valter's, 
had ſhe known her way back; but that was alſo 
impoſſible; and as ſhe had run herſelf into this 
Misfortune, there was nothing for her to do, but 

atiently to bear whatever might be the Con- 
equence. It would be too tedious to repeat the 
Lamentations ſhe made, or the various Turns of 
Anguiſh which the different Paſſiors created in her 
Soul: So I ſhall only ſay, that when it grew quite 
dark, ſhe withdrew to a little Copſe, which ſhe 
found in the middle of the Field; and there cove- 
ring herſelf as well as ſhe cou'd- with her Pilgrim's 
Weed, lay all Night on the Earth, no other Bed 
than a few fallen Leaves, nor Canopy, than the 
Skies : Hard Lodging for a young Lady bred in 
all the Delicacies of the moſt pompous and mag- 
nificent Court of Ewrope 
e K 3 'Tis 
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TS eaſy to believe ſhe reſted not much, her 

Griefs and Uneaſineſſes were of a Nature too vio- 
Jent to admit the Influence of the God of Sleep, 
nor did the Dawn afford — . Conſolation, ſhe 
was ſtill in the ſame wretched, State; and after 
caſting in her Mind a thouſand various Projections, 
which. all ſeemꝭd impoſſible to accompliſn, ſhe laid 
herſelf down again, quite ſtupid with her Grieſs; 
reſolving, as much as ſhe had power of reſolving, 
on any thing, to riſe no more. | 

Bu r ſhe. had not continued long in this Lethar- 
gy of Thought,  before;ſhe was rouz'd from it by 
a. ſudden and loud Noiſe of Horſes, Hunting- 
Horns, and a great Cry of Dogs, they ruſh'd 
juſt by the Place ſhe was in, and had not the Gen- 
tlemen been too eager on their Game to regard 
any thing elſe, ſhe muſt needs have been diſco- 
ver'd by them, as they paſs'd, in ſpite of herleafy 
Coyert. The unexpected Sound made her ſtart 
at firſt hearing z but liking up her Head a liule, 
as much as ſhe had Courage, and perceiving what 
it was that had occaſion d it, ſhe ſlunk down a- 
gain, er N fear ſhe ſnou'd be ſeen, and 
continu'd in that Poſture. for ſome time: At 
laſt, hearing nothing but the ruſtling. of the Leaves 
blown to and fro by the Winds, ſhe once more 
ventur'd to riſe, and walk; not that ſhe had any 
Hope of mending her Condition, but to ſeek a 
Place more remote to die in. She had not gone 
many Paces from the Copſe,; which had been her 
Habitation that Night, before ſhe ſaw a Man on 
Horſeback, riding leiſurely croſs the Field juſt op- 
one to her =—— All the Terrors her contus d 
magination had created, return'd with double 
Force at this Sight; and endeavouring to avoid 
him with too much Precipitation, her Feet hap- 
pen'd to be entangled with ſome | buſhy Twigs 
that lay in the way, and down ſhe fell. 1 
have roſe nimbly enough, but the ſame ſpriggy 
48 1 
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- Subſtance which had thrown her, ſtill hung about 


her, and all ſhe cou'd do was inſufficient to diſ- 
engage herſelf, till the Gentleman, perceiving the 
Accident, alighted from his Horſe, and ran to her 
Aſſiſtance: But how ſhall I ſet forth, as it de- 
ſerves, that vaſt Exceſs of inſupportable, unutte- 
rable Joy, which ruſh'd at once into her Soul, 
when looking up, ſhe ſaw in the Perſon ſhe had 
fled, him whom to meet ſhe had run ſo many Dan- 
ers; her dear, her ador'd de!“ Au rE — The 
wift Vieiſſitude from the Extreme of one Paſſion 
to another was too violent for her Weakneſs to 
ſuſtain -——— it took away all power of Utterance 
or of Motion. Madamoilelle de VALIIER had 00 
artificially diſguis'd her, that till finding ſne Was 
tainting away, he began to pull the things from 
her Face, in order to give her Air; he knew not 
to whom it was that Pity and Good - nature had 
engag'd him to do that good Office: But when 
the Face of Las SsELIA was diſcover d, the ſame, 
or if poſlible, a greater degree of Tranſports than 
ſhe had felt, were now his Turn to Experience —» 
oth were too much loſt in Rapture to exprels 
y any other way than Kiſſes, Embraces, and all 
the fond Endearments of mutual Extaſy — Words 
were too poor, too mean Acknowledgments of 
the unbounded Bliſs of ſuch a Meeting nor 
cou d they, for ſome Minutes, be able to relate tg 
each other the Means by which it came to paſs; 
till Curioſity cluimiog a.Share in his other Emo- 
tions, he contented himſelf to give a little Truce 
to the tumultuous Pleaſure he enjoy'd in her Em- 
braces, to eaſe his Wonder at ſeeing her in that 
Garb and Place; which ſhe, endeavouring to re- 
collect herſelf, as much as poſſible, oblig'd him 
in, by ſhewing him Madam de Mo NT BS Y AN's 
Letter, and 7 him with the Reaſon 
why ſhe had left Paris; and ſince the Houſe of 


de VI III — Such a Piſcoyery muſt have been 
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bracing her) you do well, my Angel! by the di- 


4 LASSELTA: Or, 
an Addition, if it cou'd have admitted of any, to 
the Paſſion he profeſt for her —— to fly from the 
Embraces of a King, to loſe for ever all the Ad- 
vantages ſhe might have expected from the Fa- 
your of ſo great a Lady as Madam de MovTES- 
PAN, aud to endure ſuch Terrors, ſuch certain 


ardſhips as had been her Portion the Night be- 


5 


re, and might have continued on her till Death 


4 had put an end to them, had not Chance directed 


him that way, only for the uncertain Hopes of 
finding a fafe Harbour in his Arms at laſt, was 
ſuch a Proof of condeſcending Tenderneſs, of 
Love the moſt ' ſublime, the moſt violent that 
ever was, that he confeſs'd it far ſurpaſs'd all poſ- 


fibilitv of a return, and grew even painful to a 


grateful, generous Heart, which, he ſaid, had not 
the means to thank, as it deſerv'd, ſuch a pro- 
fufive Waſte of laviſh Kindneſs —— But Las 
SEL1a ſoon remoy'd that Diſcontent, by aſſu- 
ting him ſhe ſhou'd think herſelf more happy in 
tne Conqueſt of his Heart, than in that of the 
Whole World ; and that all ſhe entreated of him, 
ſhou'd be Conſtancy. This little amorous Conteſt 
being over, ſhe. began gently to reproach him 
for the want of that Impatience, which, by her- 
ſelf, ſhe knew was incident to Love. How cou'd 
you, { ſaid ſhe) after ſo many tender Declarati- 


ons on your Side, and Condeſcenſions on mine, 


have the Inhumanity to keep two long Days from 
the only Place where you cou'd expect to ſee 
me? — Had you been kind enough to have 
ſought me at de VAL1tr's, what thouſand Af- 
flictions had you ſav'd me — all the Terrors of 
this laſt cruel Night had been unfelt, and in their 
room ] had been poſſeſt of Joys inconceivable — 
Bliſs without a Name, and which is no where to be 
found but in the Preſence of my ador'd d- 
PAnysz. Tou do well, (reply'd he, tenderly em- 
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vine Softneſs of your laſt. Words, td make me 
Re paration for the injuſtice of your former ones. — 
Oh! did you know on what a Rack of high rais'd 
Expectation I was kept, you would not blame, 
but pity me — to a Man in my Circumſtances, 
Opportunities are ſcarce; nor cou'd I, in all that 
Age of Hours, which you call but two Days, find 
ene which I cou'd hope wou'd, blefs me, fill, mad 

with the Delay, 1 contriv'd a Hunting-Match, and 
invited de V ALIER to be Partaker of it, and at rhe 
ſame time entreated his Wife wou'd bear mine 
company at our Houſe, till the Chaſe ſhou'd be 
over, I flatter'd myſelf with a Belief you wou'd 
diſcern my Meaning, and make ſome Pretence to 
ſtay at home, while | wou'd,- unperceiv'd, have 
drop'd my Company, and ſtole unſuſpected to that 
dear Bower where firſt I had the glorious Diſcove- 
ry of your tender Sentiments ; but all theſe Hopes 
were daſh'd, and 1 wonder how I ſurviy'd the kil- 
ling News, or that at leaſt my Countenance did 
not diſcover how nearly I was intereſted, when de 
VALTER, at bis coming this Morning, told me 
you had laſt Night left his Houſe, unknown to all 
the Family; and that it was the greateſt Myſtery / 
in Nature, on what Occaſion; or to what Place, 
you were retir'd —— The Force I have done my 
ſelf, ſince this Information, in putting on à con- 
ſtrain'd Good-Humour to him arid the reſt of the 
Company, can by nothing be made known to you, 
but by your own dear extenſive Imagination; and 
1 ſhall only tell you, that not able to endure it 
longer, I took the Advantage of their Eagerneſs to 
purſue a Stag juſt rouzed, and turn'd from them 
to indulge a Melancholy 1 beliey'd 1 had but too 
juſt a ground for — I was reſolving, under the 
pretence of travelling for Improvement, to put 
myſelf into ſome ri ionk and fearch the-Conn- 
try round, till I had found yau — when Chance! 
>» bleſs'd Chance! e Hoe henceforward 2 * 
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4 LAS FE LIAN or. 
be my Deity, brought you to my Sight, and in a 
Wu chang'd he Tell of wag Beta to all 
the Heaven my Soul is capable of poſſeſſing. 

thouſand Kiſſes, and ſtrenuous Embraces, clos d 
this Diſcourſe; nor wou'd they ever have known 
when to have given over ſo delightful an Employ. 
ment, but that a repeating Watch, which he hap- 
pened to haye in his Pocket, ſtriking Eleven, re- 
minded him that 'twas poſſible the Hunters might 
return, and that this was no fit Place io continue 
their amorous Entertainment; therefore, remount- 
ing his Horſe, and taking her up behind him, who 
 Joyfully put herſelf into his Protection, he rid a 
quite contrary way to that he expected them to 
come, and ſtopping at an Inn, where he had ſome 
5 Acquaintance, he recommended her to the 
op 


le of the Houſe, and charging them to take 
particular Care of her, without asking any Que- 
ſtions who or what ſhe was, forc'd himſelf to 
leave her, having firſt obtain'd a ſolemn Promiſe 
from her, that ſhe would endeayour, by Repoſe, 
to recover the Fatigue ſhe had undergone, aſſu- 
Ting her that he wou'd return. before Night. She 
doubted not the Performance of his Promiſe, both 
in this and every thing elſe; Love is ever credu- 
Jous, and inſpires ſo good an Opinion of the dar- 
ling Object, that it is not without great Difficulty 
the Heart which harbours it, can be brought to 
believe any thing to the Prejudice of what it wiſhes, 
even where there is the greateſt Ground for Suſpi- 
on ; and, indeed, there was here Occaſion ſuffici- 
ent for an implicite Faith; the little Knowledge 
ſhe had for the Principles of de AM B, was but 
a too xeaſonable Cauſe for Doubt, that when he 
had nothing more to obtain, he might retain as 
little Regard for the Perſon who ſo generouſly gave 
him all, as his Sex ordinarily do —it was bi a 
Chance whether by putting herſelf under his Pro- 
tection, ſhe ſhou d not fall into the moſt . 
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ble Circumſtance to which a fond believing Wo · 


man can poſſibly. be ſubjected 3 and in ſuch a Ven- 


ture there were ten thouſand Blanks to one Prize. 
But Fortune in this Particular was on her Side, 
de l' Au v had a Stock of Good-nature, Honour, 
and Sincerity z which, had it been divided among 
his whole Sex, might have bleſs d the Race of Wo- 
mankind — he neyer promis d more than he per- 
form'd his Profeſſions never outſoar d his Means 
ing — and tho' no Man that ever. liv'd, had a 

reater Command of Language, he choſe rather 
— Deeds than Words to expreſs his Paſſion In 
the whole Courſe of his long Amour with her, ſhe 
had it not in her power to accule him of having 
told her one Untruth—— To the End of his Life he 
lov'd her with an undiminiſh'd Ardour —£— was 
Ariely carefpl of her Reputation, while there was 
a poſſibility of preſerving it zealgus for her 
Intereſt, and ever eager for her Love — Such a 
Ruin (as by the nicely Virtuous, the Sacrifice ſhe 
made him of her Honour could be call'd no other) 
was too pleaſing to permit her to repent it. 
Fame, Reputation, Grandure, all that the Genera» 
lity of Souls are ſway'd by, ſeem'd little in com · 
pation with his Love; and whenever the Re» 

ection, that by the Laws of the Nation their 
Pleaſures were no other than Criminal, came a- 
croſs her Thoughts, he had taught her to abſolve 
herſelf, b arguing with her Conſcience in this man» 
ner: Why (aid ſhe) ſhould I condemn that as a 
Fault which Heaven ne er made one! Tis Cuſtom 
only and Prieſteraft make me guilty — What Right 
had thoſe imperious DiQators to impoſe Laws on 
their Fellow. Creatures? Not any of their Le- 
. can boaſt a Divine Miſſion to authorize their 

ſolence— In former times, Plurality of Wives 


and Concubines was /allow'd of, and to this Day 


are forbidden but by a ſmall Part of the World 
So far were the Suggeſtions of him who made it 
; N his 
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his chief Care to reconcile her to what ſne had 
done; but Love, and her extreme Admiration of 
him, furniſn'd her with more — But ſuppoſe 
(would ſhe ſay) it were indeed a Crime with any 
other Man, the Caſe is widely different with him 
1 love; the charming, the unequall'd de l AM Y KE, 
that Pride of Nature] that Boaſt of the Creation ! 
cannot ſure be thought to err while he obeys the 
firſt, great, undiſputable Command — Go forth and 
multiply — A thouſand Wives, were there ſo many 
Women worthy of his Love, ſhould rather ſpread 
his glorious Image round the peopled Earth! adorn 
Humanity! and bleſs the Age to come! —— With 
theſe; and thelike wild Notions, did the Violence of 
her Paſſion tranſport her, and ſtifle all Remorſe ; 
which however really condemnable in themſelves, 
ſery'd to make her entirely eafy in a Life which 
elſe muſt have been full of Diſquiets. 
Zur 1 forget that by theſe Digreſſions I ſhall 
become tireſome to my Reader: To go on there- 
_ fore with the Hiſtory of this (whom I may juſtly 
call) Self-Abangon'd Fair. Some Hours before ſhe 
expected him did the impatient de AMF, pre- 
tending ſudden Buſineſs, get rid of the Company 


he had invited, and returned to the Inn where he 


had left her; the Joy of their Meeting was pro- 
portion d to that Exceſs of Paſſion they were mu- 
tually tranſported with; and he, having order'd his 
Affairs ſo as to be abſent from Home, ſtay'd with 
her all Night, and without any more Reſiſtance 
than ſuch as but heighten'd Deſire, enjoy'd thoſe 
Charms à King had vainly languiſh'd to obtain. 
When a little Ceſſation from Rapture would give 
leave for cooler Converſation, they began to con- 


ſult! where, and in what manner ſhe ſhou'd be 
conceal'd ; and after many various Propoſals on 


his ſide; and Refuſals on bers, as being either 
dangerous,” or improper ; at laſt it was concluded 
ſhe ſhou'd ſtay where ſhe was, not only becauſe 


the 


— 
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the People being of a mercenary Nature, Gold 
might make them entirely at his Devotion, but alſo 
that it being very near his Houſe, he might with 
the more Convenience be often with her : to add 
to this, her Face was utterly unknown to them, 
and whatever Rewards might be offered by the 
King or Madam de MoNTESPAN, for the diſco- 


very of LASSBLIA, their Ignorance that they 
had the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, would be her Se- 


curity. | 


SHE lived for ſome Months in all the Felicity 
that Love, in the moſt elevated Degree, can af- 


ford to thoſe who devote themfelyes entirely to 
that Paſſion ; but, alas! how tranſient is 4 Happi- 
neſs built on this Foundation? If the darling Ob- 
ject of our Tenderneſs, by ſome uncommon Prin- 
ciple of Honour, or a Conſtancy ſeldom incident 
to the Nature of Mankind, returns not with In- 


gratitude or Falſnood the Condeſcenſions we have 
made; the Hand of Fate, by. ſonie unforeſeen, 


ſome unimagin'd Blow, daſhes the ſhort-liv'd 
Bliſs, hurls us to laſting Wretchedneſs, and forces 
us to own, tho' late, the ſad Effects of our miſta- 
ken Zeal. Madam de AM YE, who, as I have 
before obſery'd, was not without a good deal of 
womaniſh Pride and Jeaiouſy in her Nature, ei- 


ther by finding a difference in her Husband's Be- 
haviour, or ſome other Reaſon, began to grow ' 


prodigiouſly difquieted, and reſoly'd to know the 
Truth of what that Buſineſs was which he preten- 
ded oblig'd him to be fo often from home, and 
where it was that he, of late, had paſt ſo many 


2 
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Days and Nights. In order for this Diſcovery ſhe 


ſent a Servant, whom ſhe cou'd confide in, to 
watch at a diſtance where his Maſter went: but 
the Caution of de' Au rk rendred theſe Endea- 
vours fruitleſs for a long time; for he never went 
directly to the Inn where LASSEIIA was lodg'd, 
but made ſhort Viſits at ſeveral Houfes which 

happened 


— 
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happened to be not far diſtant from his on: 
And tis probable that by this means ſhe wou'd 
never have had it in her Power to have made her- 
ſelf wretched, by a Diſcovery of that, which for 
her own Peace, as well as that of the other Per- 
ſons concern'd in it, had much better have been 
eternally conceal'd, if an Accident, had not hap- 

ned, that when ſhe had almoſt given over all 
i 


Hope of it, brought every thing to light, 
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The Hiſtory of the 7200 Madamoi. 


| 

| | 

felle DouxMOURITES. | 

| 1 

A FRIENDSHIP of a very ancient ſtandi 
3 having been between the Families of ] 
F Amy tand DouXMOURIE, it was mutually de- | 
fir'd, that the former having but one Son, andthe ( 
other no more Children than two Daughters, the b 
Amity between them might be preſerv'd by his [ 
Marriage with one of them ——— The eldeſt of v 
them, being moſt fayour'd by her Father, was the 0 
Perſon propos'd, and old de Amyx agreeing to ſc 
it, every thing was concluded on before the Incli- tl 
nations of the Parties themſelves were conſulted : re 
The young Gentleman, who had beenon his Tra- © 
yels, tho' he was every Day expected home, did ; 
not return till fome Months after this Affair was ri 
ſettled ; ſo that his intended Bride had much the Je 
Advantage of him, in knowing to whom ſhe was hi 
57970, —— The Expectstious that ſhe would 7 
e .4 very conſiderable Match, being Coheireſs A 
with her Siſter of a vaſt Eſtate, join'd to her other 4 


Accompliſhments, had attracted a great number of 
Admirers, all which her Father obig her to wir fu 
ö n miſs, 
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miſs, and told her he had provided a Husband for 
her, whoſe Quality and Fortune were what he ap- 

roved of, and whoſe e Merits were not to 

* equalled by any of thoſe who pretended a Paſ- 
ſion for her: Nor was it from her Father alone 
ſhe received this Character of him, ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, wbo had accompanied him to ſome of 
thoſe Courts, which he had viſited for Improve- 
ment, being returned before him, reported him 
to be grown a perfect Maſter of all thoſe Accom- 
pliſhments which can render a Man ay valuable. 
The thing was en talk'd of, all her Ac- 
quaintance wiſh'd her Joy of a Happineſs which 

was look'd upon as good as compleated, and a- 

mong them there were not a few who wou'd 

| have rejoyced to have had a poſhbility of putting 
themſelves in her place, and enyy'd her more for 
the good Fortune ſhe was to enjoy in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſo charming a Husband, than for the 


: 

4 Dowry ſhe received from her Father, She, who 
4 had a Heart intirely unprepoſſeſs'd with any other 
0 Object, was perfectly ſatisfied with the Choice had 
4 been made for her; and tho? it cou'd not be ſaid 
3 ſhe was in love with one whoſe Perſon ſhe had ne- 


f ver ſeen, yet 'tis certain, that, from the prodigious 
Character ſhe had heard of him, ſhe had form'd 
1 ſo great an Idea of Happineſs in being his Wife, 
that ſhe obey'd the Commands of her Father in 


: reſolving to become ſo with an Inclination, at leaſt, 
4 equal to her Duty, 

d Ar length, the long- expected Charmer was ar- 
8 riv'd ; and as ſoon as the firſt Demonſtrations of 
4 Joy for his Return were over, was inform'd by 


his Father of what he had concluded on for him: 
The old Gentleman did not fail to repreſent the 
Advantages of ſuch a Match in Colours the moſt 
agreeable, and extoll'd the Merits of the Lady he 
deſign'd for him to ſo high a Degree, that a youth- 
ful Heart, naturally amorous, was eaſily wary 


by ſo elegant a Deſcription —— The Fatigue of . 
his Journey had not taken from him that Impati- 
ence and Curioſity which ſuch an Occaſion com- 
monly inſpires: He was eager to ſee her, and de- 
ſir'd he might be introduc'd immediately. His 
Father, overjoy'd to find him in a Humour fo 
much diſpos'd to Obedience, comply'd with his 
Requeſt, and they went together to the Houſe of 
Monſieur Doux MOURIE. Old de” Au vg be. $ 
ing told he was gone to take a Walk in his Gar. 
den, went to ſeek him there, leaving his Son in 
the Parlour till his Return, little imagining what 
Event that ſhort Time of his Abſence would bring 
forth. The youngeſt of the DouxmovuRIt's 
having heard the Congratulations which had been 
paid to her Siſter on the account of her intended 
Marriage, and the Admiration every one that knew 
him had expreſs'd of the graceful Perſon, and Be- 
haviouf of him who was to be the Husband, had 
a Deſire, which indeed. had ſomerhing more in it 
than Curioſity, to ſee him: and being told by 
ſome of the Servants that he was below, reſolv'd | 
to bea Witneſs of what. ſo many had alledg'd in | 
his favour ; She had the better Opportunity o& do- | 
ing it, becauſe ber Siſter was that Afternoon gone 
out to make ſome Viſits: Therefore coming into 
the Roam where he was, with a Gatety and Free- 
dom which is prevey Fommpn among the French 
Ladies, ſtruck his Fancy, at firſt fight, with ſome- 
thing to her Advantage, which ſhe was far from 
expecting. He no ſooper ſaw her, than he wiſh'd 
ſhe might be the Perſon his Father had made 
choice of for him ; and his Trayels having fur- 
niſh'd him with a good Quantity of Aſſurance, 
tho' no more than What is agreeable, provided 
the Perſon poſſeſs'd of it knows how to temper it 
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with Good Manners, he preſently made her ſenſi. 
ble how happy he ſhould think himſelf if ſhe ſ 
were the Daughter of Monſieur DouxwourTE. wy 


Young 
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Young as ſhe was, ſhe was not ſo dull of Appre- 
henſion as not to underſtand him; but perFerying 
he either had not been made acquainted, or ha 
forgot that there were two of them, forbore to 
remind him, prompted thereto by ſome ſecret Di- 
Rates, to which as yet ſhe was herſelf a Stran- 
er to the meaning of; and only anſwering him 
in the Affirmative, that ſhe had the Honour to call 
that Gentleman Father, prevented him from giv- 
ing any Check to the Paſſion which was juſt then 
kindled in his Soul: and thinking himſelf the hap- 
pieſt Man on Earth, to find in one Perſon all that 
cou'd indulge his Loye, and at the ſame time gra- 
tify his Intereſt and his Duty, was too- much 
tranſported to reſtrain his Joy, or wait the dull 
Formality of her being preſented to him: but tel- 
ling her who he was (which ſhe knew well enough 
before) and asking her if ſhe had never heard of 
ſuch a Man, who had been flatter'd with the ho 
that he ſhould, one Day, be bleſt in the poſſeſſi- 
on of the Daughter of DouxmovuRIE : Yes, 
' Monſieur, (anſwer'd ſhe, bluſhing, and with an 

Air which ftill confirm'd him was the Perſon he 
wiſh'd, and alſo that the ſight of | bim had given her 
Emotions, in ſome meaſure, proportion d to thoſe he 
felt for her) I am, indeed (aid ſhe) the Daughter 
1 of DouxmouRIE, nor are you deceiv'd in 
your Conjecture, if you imagine I have heard 
enough of de' AMYE to make me impatient for 
his coming, He was about to reply to theſe ob- 
liging Words, in Terms full of Tenderneſs, when 
the coming in of both their Fathers prevented ei- 
ther of them from proceeding. After the firſt Ci- 
vilities were over, Monſieur Doux M oURIR be- 
gan to ſpeak of the Happineſs he propos'd in 
uniting their Families ; and young de! AM YE aſ- 
ſur'd him, that, in providing for him in this man- 
ner, he thought himſelf ugder greater Obligations 
to his Father, than for all he eyer did, or —_ 
| 0 
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do for him beſides. You are infinitely gallant, 


reply d Monſieur; and I hope, if what you tell me 
de your real Sentiments, you will have no occaſion 


to alter them when you ſee my Daughter, who, 
not appriz'd of the Honour of à Viſit from you, 
happens to be abroad; but I haye ſent for her, 
and 1 know ſhe will be bere immediately, What 


mean you Sir? (interrupted de I AMYE, frangely 8 
ſurpriz d) is not this Lady your Daughter! One of 


them (reſum' d the other;) but ſhe that the diſcern- 
ing Eyes of your rightly- judging Father has point- 
eck out for you, as much exceeds her in all the 
Perfections of Mind and Body, as this might ſeem 


to do an untaught tawny Ethjope. It is not to be 


tmagin'd what an Alarm theſe Words gave the 
Perfon they were addreſs'd to He hardly 
could recover himſelf ſo far as to be able to 
make any Anſwer, and when he did, it was 1a 
this manner: I-doubt not (aid he caldly) but that 
all your Family have Excellencies peculiar to theme 
[clves —— but 1 ſhowd never wiſh a nobler Sa- 
tisfaction, than what is in the power of this young 
Lady to beſtow. Had a diſintereſted Perſon been 
pee ent, it would have been pleaſant enough to 
have abſerv'd the Surprize and Vexation which ap- 
' pear'd in the Faces of the two old Gentlemen — 
They ſtood for ſome time looking on one another 
10 fix'd Poſture, 2 if ſome ſupernatural. Eyent 
had happet'd, which had depriv'd them of the 
Power of Speech, till the Father of him who had 
been the Occaſion of it, firſt broke Silence in theſe 
or the like Expreſſions Lou muſt pardon ( /aid 
he) the Deference which my Son has Gallantry e- 
nough to pay to the preſent Fair —— He has tra- 
yell'd, you know, and that fort of Education ge- 
nerally inſpires a Deſire of becoming pleaſing to 
all —— I hope be is better acquainted with 11 
Intentions, than to prefer, in reality, any to ber 


haye appointed for him -—- Aye, 376. 4 Us 
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#ther, it is all owing to this forward Girl Leave the 
Room! (continu d he, turning to his Daughter, who 
had been all this while trembling with Conſuſion 
and Uncertainty how to behave in this Affair) be. 
one You are too young for Converſations 
uch as weare upon, Tho' by what. after nfs 
one may believe ſhe wou'd have given her Soul 


almoſt to have ſtaid; ſne was kept in too much 


Awe by the Severity of her Father, to dare to diſ- 
obey him, and ſhe went away in Tears; which ſo 
ſeeſibly touch'd de A x & E, that not all the Re- 
ſpect he ow'd to the Preſence of his Father would 
have been able to have reſtrain'd him from uttering. 
a much greater Part of his Sentiments, than yet 
he had done, if the immediate Entrance = 
Lady, for whoſe ſake the other had been treated 
in this manner, had not made it improper: She no 
ſooner appear'd, than, after having paid a civil 

Reſpect to the two Strangers, ſhe ask'd her Father 
what had accaſton'd his Commands for her Return 
home,. That, reply g be, which L doubt not hut 
all here will at laſt think themſelves happy in. 
In {peaking theſe Words, he preſented her to 
de ANNE; and, for. form ſake, told her who he 
was, tho' the Servant who was ſent for her had 
before related the News. ** un 

NoTHiNG could be more dazling than the 

Appearance of this Lady; ber Perſon, was every 
way agreeable, ſhe had the fineſt Hair and Com- 
plexion in the World, her Features were perfectly 
regular; nor could the niceſt Eye find a Detect 
— in her Face or Shape, unleſs. that ſhe were 
ſomething too tall; but then there was an Air of 
Majeſty about her, which little People very rarely 
can boaſt, and which made her appear extremely 
charming To all that Nature bad beſto d, 
Art had done its utmaſt to embeliſ her: ſhe Was 
dreſs d in ſo rich as well as becoming ; a manner, 
as might. eaſily inform chaſe that ſaw; her, chere 
00g ; 88 was 
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was nothing wanting from her own Care ſor the c. 
or Indulgence of her Father for the other. But not 
all the Attractions ſhe was Miftreſs of, were ſufh. 
ent to make her appear half ſo amiable in the Eyes 
of de PAwyE, as did her Siſter: there was an ealy 
Freedom in the Behaviour, a winning Softneſs in 
- the Air and Face of that young Creature, tho” 
dreſs'd in a more plain Apparel, and not ſet off with 
any Illuſtration, which took more with him, and he 

_ . - continu'd to think her infinitely more lovely in her 

tive Charms, than this, adorn'd in all the gawd 

mp of Finery, and Blaze of Jewels. The Pal- 
fion he was'poſſeſs'd of for the other, and the Re- 
ffection how indifferently ſhe had been uſed on the 
account of this, work'd ſo ſtrongly in his Soul, 
that he had ſcarce power enough over himſelf to 
y her even thoſe common Compliments, which 
cou'd- not be omitted without ill Manners | 
In fine, the little be ſaid to her appear'd ſo forc'd, 
ſo different from What is dictated by the Heart, 
that a Perſon far leſs capable of judging than ſhe 
was, might eaſily perceive be was little influenc'd 
in the manner ſhe expected. By the Deſcription t- 
have given of her, I believe my Reader will not 
imagine her to be the humbleſt of her Sex; tho', 
had ſhe been ſuch, a Diſappointment like this was 
- ſufficient to rouze the ſmalleſt Sparks of Pride, and 
kindle up Reſentment ; but as the really was of a 
Humour perhaps the leaſt inclinable to pardon an 
Indignity of this kind, of all others, ſhe grew all 
Fury, and her tumultuous Thoughts meditated no- 
thing but Revenge: but if his not loving her had 
power to raiſe ſuch a Tempeſt of Rage in her 
Soul, to what an infinite Degree did the Know- 
ledge (which ſhe ſoon after receiv'd) that it was 
to the more prevailing Charms of her Siſter ſhe' 
ow'd this Mortification, tranſport her! All that can 
be conceiv'd of Violent, was mean to that with 
which her haughty Temper was agitated. The 
87 poor iſ 
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poor young Lady felt the Effects of it; her Father 
was ſo much inrag'd, that by her ſhowing herſelt, 
the Match might probably be broken off between 
de PAMYE and his favourite Daughter, that he 
wou'd not ſuffer her to come in his ſight; but 
order'd ſhe ſhould ſtay in her Chamber, whence 
he vow'd ſhe ſhould never come out, unleſs it 
were to be diſpos'd in a Monaſtery, without de 


Au, repenting the Declarations be had made 


in her tavour, cunſented to the Conſummation of 


what his Father had agreed upon for him 


Nor was this all the Hardſhip ſhe endur'd ; ſhe was 
deny'd Eaſe in her Confinement, her Siſter was 
perpetually coming in to inſult her, and whenever 


any Company or Buſineſs gave her a ſmall Ceſſa- 


tion from this Vexation, her own diſturb'd Thoughts 
were ſufficiently. her Tormentors . She 
lov'd the charming de Amy E, tho' ſhe had ſeen 
him but once, with a Paſſion as fierce, as violent, 
as her Soul naturally mild and 22 was capable 
of admitting. And the Impoſſibility there was. 
that her Father ever ſhou'd be brought to conſent 
ſne ſhou'd be his, to the prejudice of her Siſter, 
even, tho! he ſhould really like her well enough, 
to continue giving her the Preference in his Incli- 
nations, I believe, by all who have experienc'd 
that Paſſion, will be allow'd to be a Torture poy · 
nant, enough to break a Heart more reſolute 
than her's. Lem | 6 
WHILE the Family of Douxmour1s were 
in theſe Perplexities, that of de YAM YE; was not 
much better: the young Gentleman plainly: told 


his Father, he never would marry the Perſon pro- 


sd, and obſtinately refus'd making any more 
iſits to that Houſe, unleſs he might be admitted 
to pay his Addreſſes to the youngeſt Daughter. 


This created many Arguments between them; and 


neither of them being able to overcome the Reſo- 
f N 48k 922 | oo Y3o5s CEL 7 , 4 - lution 


tution of the other, che whole Affair, for ſome 
time, continu'd in ſuſpenſeſemmeeee . 
Ol D deAurR at length having, for many 
Reaſons, 'a prodigious Deſire his Son ſhould ma 
into that Family, endeavour'd to perſuade Mon- 
ſieur Do ux uA E to give his Conſent that 
he ſhould. have her he ſeem'd moſt to approve; 


but he was too partially fond of his other Daughter, 


to liſten to ſuch a Propoſal: aud ſince he had no 
other way to revenge the Contempt ſhe had been 
treated with; egereas'd his il! Uſage of her Rival 
Siſter in ſuch a manner, that ſhe would not have 
been able to have ſupported it with Lite, had 
Heaven not ſent her a Relief, by taking him away 
in whoſe power alone ſhe was. Ne was taken 
ſuddenly ill of a violent Fever, and died in three 
days- : but the approach of Death made but little 
Alteration in his Senliments; he did not indeed 
* Wholly/curt off his younger Daughter of a Child's 

Part in his Eſtate, but left het far inferior to her 
Siſter,” and that too to be forfeited if ſhe marry d 
de LA uk. VVV ee 

S RE was now, however, her own Miſtreſs; 
and tis not to imagin'd that when ſhe was ſo, ſhe 
wou'd continue in the fame "Houſe with a Siſter, 
whoſe: unforgiving Temper had coſt her fo much 
Uneaſineſs: She took Lodgings in the Town, and 
being ſtill poſſeſsd of her former Paſſion, tho" as 
hopeleſs as ever of gratifying it, ſent to let 
de A nyt know ſhe ſhou'd take it as a Favour if 
ſhe ſaw/him among the number of thoſe who came 
to conſole an unhappy Orphan. This 
Summont was too kind a one for 4 Man of his 
Gallantry to refuſe, had he been leſs in Love; but 
ſtill retaining the ſuame Deſire which the firſt Sight 
ol her had infpired/him with, tho“ now degenera- 
ted to a leſs noble Aim, he obeyed with à ſpeed 
which teſtified the Pleaſure he took in it: The 
former Tenderneſs with which they had * 
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each other, encreaſing by a nearer Converſation, 
both became, at length, too much overcome by it, 
to have the Government any longer of their Acti- 
ons. And, to what Extremes will mutual 
Love tranſport its Votaries? They yielded 
to the all-commanding Force gave up their 
Souls as Victims to, his Sway—— and prov'd that 
it was not in the power of the inexorable D'ov x- 
moURIE to deprive them of any other part of 
the Joys of Marriage than the Ceremony. The 
Conſequence of this was, what might naturally be 
expected, the Cenſure of the World, and a living 
Proof that thoſe Cenſures were not undefery'd.; but 
in ſpite of thoſe too, which mult be reckon'd ſtab- 
bing Afflictions to a Woman who has any Pretence 
to Honour or Reputation, the generons Fair had 
too en a Tenderneſs for het Tovely Undoer, to 
preſs him to take off the Reproach ſhe ſuffer'd by 
making ber his Wife. ——— A noble Friend- 
ſhip went hand in hand with the Paſſion ſhe had for 
him, which would not ſuffer her to wiſh he ſhould 
take to his Arms a Bride unportion'd ; nor indeed, 
as his Affairs ſtood, great part of his Father's 
he Eftate being involy*d, could he have done it, with- 
er, out bringing manifeſt Deſtruction on himſelf; and 
ch her he matried. But the Caſe ſtood not in this 
nd manner with the Sieur le BTEBSSANG. He, tho* 
as I infinitely ſuperior to her in Fortune, wou'd have 
let WW thought himſelt happy, would ſhe have yielded to 
j be is Wife ; and when ſhe heard the Rumour 
that every one's mouth was full of, of her Intimacy 
with de l AMY RE, he was the laſt that believ'd it; 
nor, perhaps, never would have done ſo, if her 
Siſter, who hated her more deadly, ſince ſhe knew 
the continued Tenderneſs de PA yz ſtill had for 
her, and was ever watchful to expoſe her, had not 
contriv'd a wer * to give him ocular Demons, 
ſtration. She perſuaded him to drefs like a Foot- 
man, and under the Ptetence of bringing a 8 
ö : | rom 
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from that happy Lover, be eaſily, got Admittance 
into the Houſe, where the unfortunate, Lady was 
in her Child. Bed. That Secret being alſo diſ- 
cover'd by the Spies of that aſſiduous Contriver of 
Diſſenſion. Having gain'd Entrance, Love, 
Curioſity, Jealouſy, and a Reſolution of being 
ſatisfied of the Truth, emboldened him to follow 
the Maid that carried up the Letter; and found 
her, indeed, as he had been inform'd, and the un- 


deniable Teſtimony of What ſhe had been guilty of, 


lying on the Bed by her. The Surprize he was in, 
in ſpite of all had been told him, to ſee her really 
in that Condition, was ſo great, that he had pow- 
er to utter no more than, Ol cou'd I have thought 
it! Cau'd I have thought it ! . and then 
ran down Stairs immediately =— the Confu- 
fion ſhe was in, at ſeeing a Fellow at her Bedſide, 
and the Oddneſs of his. Bebayiour, hindred her 
from ordering he ſhou'd be ſtay'd but 
when ſhe open'd the Letter, and found it only a 
Blank, ſhe perceiv'd ſhe had been betray'd, and 
was immediately ſeiz d with ſo violent a Diſorder, 
that it threw her into Fits, which had like to have 
been fatal to her, There let us leave her for a 
Wale, and return to the enrag'd Lover, Monſieur 
LESSAN Gor He had no means of venti 

his banane on her who bad ſo ungratefully 
| is generous Affection, but be cou'd not 
bear the Man who deprived him of her Affections 
mou d live ; he 5 writes a Challenge im- 


medistely to. Monſieur de Au vA, Who, though 


he cqu'd not gueſs by what way he had affronted 
a. Gentleman who was altoge a Stranger to 
him, had too much Bravery to refuſe meeting 
him, and went to the Place, and at the Hour ap- 
pointed 1t was natural enough, before they 
encounter d, to enquire the Cauſe which had pro- 
vok'd him to ſend à Zillet of that nature; which 


the other anſwer'd with all Frankneſs imaginable, 


I telling 
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telling him the whole Secret by which he had diſ- 
covered the Amour. But, ſaid he, (not yet 
alle to vanquiſh the Tenderneſs he had for her) tho? 
ſhe is for ever loſt to me, and with her all my. 
Soul holds dear, ſo precious is her Fame, and 
Peace of Mind to me, that if you will ſwear to 

recompence the Injury you have done her, by 
an honourable Marriage, I am willing to paſs o- 
ver my own'Misfortune in Conſideration of her 
Happineſs, and will here change Vows with you, 
6 never to moleſt your Peace — de l'A Mv E, tho“ 
ö 'tis poſſible he might, after Poſſeſſion, have had 
. Gratitude enough to have done every thing in his 
t wer tor ber Eaſe, knew very well his Circum- 
a ances would not admit of his marrying in that 
* manner; but either not willing to let the other into 
2 that Secret, or believing all he cou'd ſay on that 
er ſcore would ſeem but as a Pretence to avoid fight- 
ut ing, thought it better abſolutely to refuſe it 
2 This threw oft all the Good-will Monſieur BL ES“ 
d 
r, 
ve 
a 
ur 


$4 N'G* before had to an Accommodation; and, 
drawing his Sword — Now, ſaid he, nothing ſhall 
protect thee from me; I fight not no to ſatiate my 
Revenge on a Rival, but to puniſh a Villain, a 
baſe Violater of Innocence - Have-at-thee, 
then,” continued he, (making a Paſs at him * 
Defend thyſelf, if thou canſt, againſt the Cauſe of 
Juſtice, and of injur'd Virtue. He made his firſt 
Puſh with ſo much Fury and Skill, that de PAMyE 
ſtood in need of all his Dexterity to parry it; but 
having'foild bim once or twice, and by this time 
equally enrag'd, gave a home Thruſt, with theſe 
Words — This, cry'd he, to ſhow how little I 

| deferye the Contumely thy raſh miſtaken Rage 
has branded me with —— The unhappy BL x $- 
$A NG cou'd anſwer to theſe Upbraidingsno other- 
wiſe'than with a Groan, wlüch was indeed his 
laſt for that Moment put a Period at once to his 
Love, Life, and Iudignati on. Monſieur de 'A mrs - 


= 
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was exceedingly troubled at this Accident, not on- 


ly becauſe he had robb'd the Word ot a Gentle- 
man Whoſe Life might have been of Service to 


it, but alſo that he knew. he had too many power- 
ful Friends for him to hope to obtain a Pardon for 
the Misfortune he had been the cauſe of to them 
As he was reflecting a little on the Vexations 
which frequently ariſe. from giving way to that 
Bane of Quiet, Love, he ſaw: three or four People 


croſs haſtily over an adjacent Field, and ſeem to 


be coming directly to the Place where he was 


- ſtanding by the dead Body of him who ſo unluckily 


to a May 
Ae alſo was informed that great Search 


had fallen by his hand. Self- preſervation put him 
in mind that this was no fit Place for Contempla- 
tion; and turning another way into a Road, the 
Entrance of which he knew very well, he made 
the beſt of his way to the Lady for whoſe ſake all 


this had happen'd : he found her very ill, and not 
in a Condition to be acquainted with what he had 


to deliver, therefore was obliged to leave her; 


zealouſly entreating the Care of all about her, 


deſigning, if ſhe recover'd, to write an account of 
all to her, as ſoon as he ſhou'd be in a Place of 
Safety; which riot believing was to be found in 
France, he took Shipping immediately, and em- 


bark'd for Flanders; where. when he had landed, 


he ſent Letters. to his Father, and ſome others 
whom he cou'd confide in, deſiring they would 
let him know, by Poſt, 2 thing that paſs'd 
concerning the Death of Monſieur BLESSAN G6. 


The firſt Anſwers be receiv'd, were little to his 


Conſolation, tho* no leſs than he expected: The 


Perſons whom he ſaw in the Field, were brought 
by the Servant who was employ'd in carrying the 


Challenge ; who, imagining what it might contain, 
had come in hope to haye prevented the Miſchief ; 


and finding they were too late, went that moment 
iHate, and gave in an Information —— / 
had been 


made 


. 
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made for him, and that he muſt never expect to 
ſee France again, unleſs he meant the Viſit ſnould 
he fatal to him But in the midſt of all theſe 
d Accounts, he had this to comfort him, that his 
Father was very buſy with all thoſe who were ac- 
counted Favourites at Court; that he ſpar'd no 
Coſt nor Trouble to procure a Pardon; and that 
there were ſome among them, who had given him 
hope of ſucceeding. | Ws 
Tus Misfortune was very terrible to old Mon- 
ſieur de l' Au YE, not only becauſe it depriy'd him 
of the Pleaſure of his dear Son's Company, but 
alſo that it was the tearing to pieces of his already 
broken Eſtate : and the Trouble and Fatigue it oc- 

caGon'd him, was ſuch, as was very near bringing 
him to his Grave, | | 
| Bur what Tongue is able to expreſs the Grief, 
? the Diſtraction of the unfortunate Cauſe of all this 
I Woe, when- firſt ſhe heard the fatal News : Had 
; it not been euer by the watchful Care of thoſe 


% about her, ſhe wou'd not have liv'd a Moment to 
f endure the Obloquy of the World, and thoſe ſe- 
f verer Stings of Conſcience which ſhe now began 
n to feel, for having, by her ill Conduct, occaſion'd 
1 ſuch Scenes of Death and Ruin The Idea of 
1, tte unhappy BLESSANG was ever in her mind; 
and at ſome times Imagination work'd ſo ſtrongly 
on her perplex'd Thoughts, as to make her think 
ſhe ſaw him. She continued for ſome time in a 
Condition little different from Madneſs ; but when 
Reaſon © had a little recovered its uſual Sway, a 
deadly Melancholy ſucceeded Paſſion ; and tho' ſhe 
had frequent Letters from de AM YB, in which 
he preſs'd her tocome to Flanders, ſhe cou'd not 
be prevail'd on to repeat that Folly which had 
caus'd ſuch Misfortunes in the World, and which 
ſhe now accounted as a Crime unpardonable : But 
to do all ſhe cou'd to expiate it, after putting her 
Child,” which happen d to be a Boy, the Care 
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of a'Fryar, of whoſe Goodneſs and Piety ſhe was 
well aſſured, ' ſhe retir'd into a Content, where ſhe 
refolv*d to paſs the Remainder-of her Days in P 
nitence. Her haughty Siſter all this while exult 
in triumphant Vengeance; but aiming till at th 
Life of de“ Au rk, ſhe join'd her Intereſt, which 
was pretty conſiderable, with the Relations of the 
Sieur BLESSANG, the better to render fruitleſs 
all the Endeavours the unhappy Father cou'd make 
in his Son's behalf But, at laſt, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Efforts of Malice, he ſucceeded; a Par- 
don was fign'd, and he call'd home : lt would be 
needleſs to repeat the mutual Tranſports: of the 
overjoy'd Father and Son at meeting; whoever 
will give themſelves leiſure to think what they 
e feel in fuch a Circumſtance, need not be in- 
ſormd — It had however been more pure, if | 
not mix d by the melancholy Reflection how much | 
this Accident bad impoveriſh'd their Fortune; and : 
by making ſo many Enemies, took from the young i 
Gentleman all Hope of repairing it, as he once 8 
deſigned by getting a Pace at Court: but being U 
inform'd of the Particulars of all that had been v 
done in his Abſence, he reſolv'd at leaſt to gratify 
one Paſſion; and putting on a Countenance as full 
of 'Gaiety as he cou'd, went to make a Viſit to her 
whom his Indifference had made his implacable 
Enemy, Madamoiſelle DouxMOURIE. The Sur- 
prize which appear'd in the Face of the Servant 
who open'd the Door to him, gave him a ſort of 
gloomy Satisfaction, not doubting but he ſhou'd 
create a much greater in the Lady he ſery'd. He 
was not miſtaken in his Sentiments; ſhe no {ooner 
was told he enquir'd for ber, than a.cold Sweat 
came all oer her Limbs; ſhe trembled like one 
in à Palſy, and not able to imagine what ſhou'd 
have occaſion'd his coming, was not without a 
Thought, that repenting his Contempt of her, he 


meant to entreat her Pardon, and perhaps endea- 
4 
F * - . — your 
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your to expiate his former Coldneſs by a Declara- 
tion of Love, This was too agreeable. a Belief 
for her to oppole it: For de Þ A'.x E having had 
the fame Charms for her as for al moſt all her, Sex 
beſides, + and her Hatred having only been, occa- 
ſion'd by his not loving her, luch a: Suggeſtion 

ratified more than one Paſſion in her: therefore, 
fodking in ber Glaſs, and ſettiug herſelf in that Air 
which ſhe thought would be Waning Motta ors 
went down to receive him with a Pleaſure, - which 
thoſe who knew the Violence with which ſhe had 
expreſs'd herſelf:againſt him, would ſcarcely have 
believed. But how was ſhe mortified, how much 
more inſupportable was this ſecond . Diſappoint- 
ment, than the firſt he had given her; when in- 
ſtead of accoſting her with humble Looks, and 
Words all compos'd of Swectneſs and Perſuaſion, 
as ſhe expected, he offered her nothing but In- 
ſults, and reproach'd her for her Inhumanity to a 
Siſter, who be told her was infinitely more; deſer- 
ving than herſelf; in Terms ſo; bitter, and ſo ſe- 
verely juſt, that tho*; ſhe could ill endure to hear 
them, her [ſecret Soul avowed: what: he alledg'd, 
and join'd to torture her. This Self- Condemnati- 
on abated great part of the Fury his firſt Salutati- 
had put her in, and at length, ſhe either was, or 
fancy'd herſelf to be, truly forry for what ſhe. had 
done, and opening all her Boſom, made no Scru- 
ple of confeſſing the Source of all the Miſchief. 
She confeſs'd it was not Pride for the Preference 
he gave her Siſter, which had alone ſtirr'd up her 
Neſentment, but that Love, jealous, diſappointed 
Love ! had at leaſt an equal Share in driving her 


to thoſe Extremes ſhe had been guilty of. — And 


at laſt fell ſo low, as to tell him, that if he yet 
cou'd bring himſelf to return the Paſſion ſhe- felr 
tor him, ſhe would repair the Loſſes ſhe bad | oc- 
caſioned in his Fortune, by giving him her own, 
and by . him, llify woche whole 
4 ; 


World 
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Witch? 
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World from what Original the Hatred ſhe had ſhew- 
ed to him had ſprung : Tis impoſſible to deſcribe 
with What a Look de AME liften'd to this un- 
expected Offer; all that can be conceived of 
Scorn, Contempt, and Deteſtation, were to the 
Life diſplay'd in his expreſſive Eyes — but, as 
it they were not intelligible enough Weak, 
vile Woman! ( ſaid he) as mean- ſpirited as baſe ! 
Can you believe that I, who, when unknowing 
the foulneſs of your Mind, could find no Charm 
about your Per/on worthy my Regard, can now 
deſcend to take a Wretch who wants but Opportu- 
nity and the Temptation of the Devil to be a 
No — did but one Thought a- 
gree — ſhould 1 forgo my Principles, renounce 
my Honour, and debaſe my Nature but even fo 
far — cou'd I but heſitate, if for a ſordid Con- 
ſideration I ſhou'd take to my Arms ſo loathed a 
Creature, I ſhou'd indeed be only fit for thee 
but I too much deſpiſe thee to think whatever thou 
_canſt offer worth a Moment's ſerious Conſiderati- 
on — thou art now grown as much beneath my 
Reſentment, as thou art unworthy of my Pity.” 1 
cannot have the ſame Sentiments for you (reply's 
ſhe, fiercely, and running at him with a Penknife 
which ſhe happened to have in her Pocket) nor ſhalt 
thou live to triumph over both the Daughters of 
DouxMOUR LE. 
Sn was very near plunging it into his Body, 
before he ſaw what it was ſhe had in her Hand; 
and had not a Chair, by catching hold of her 
Sleeve, a little retarded the Speed with which ſhe 
Mew to him, he had inevitably fallen a Victim to 
her Fury; but eaſily diſarming her, when he per- 
ceived what ſhe was about, "Wrench 1 (cry he, 
F poſſible with an added Scorn to that with which he 
had before look'd on her) Fortune will no longer al- 
iſt the Miſchiefs thou art form'd to execute. 
"Ron haſt already done all to me thou ever * 
10 ou 1 IX aye 


Dt DD ws» ez” eos... ... 


e TW OT 


TheSELF-ABANDOND. 83 


have power to do, by depriving me of thy Siſter, 
and forcing. my unwilling Arm t rob the World 
of ſo accompliſh'd a' Gentleman as the Sieur 
BLESSANG. I now deſpiſe whatever Efforts. 
thy future Malice may make againſt me — and 
leave thee an Object at once meanly deſpicable, and 
tranſcendently wicked. With theſe Words he flung, 
out of her Houſe, reſolyed to hear no more, bad 
ſhe attempted to ſpeak; but the over-boiling Paſ- 
ſions, of her Soul ſuffer'd not themſelves to be 
diſcharg'd in Words, but riſing all at once, ſuf- 
focated her, and ſhe was found by her Servants in 
a.9WQOks:. {2G en 121 | 
To repeat the many Stratagems ſhe afterwards 
form'd for his Deſtruction, would be as tireſome 
as impertinent, ſince none of them for a lon 
time met with Succeſs ; and ſhe had the 6 
fible Mortification to ſee him in a ſmall time mar- 
ried to a young Widow vaſtly rich, part of whoſe 
Wealth paid off the Mortgages of the Eſtate which 
was to deſeend to him, and they lived together on 
the Remainder in a manner more grand than eves 
he had done before. | „ | 
Bo r now the Time was come at once to prove 
how dangerous it is to have a watchful Enemy, 
tho? ne'er ſo known a one, and to make Las SER 
Lia ſenſible how much ſhe had deceiy'd herſelf 
by falſe Reaſoning when ſhe concluded that Er- 
rors, ſuch as ſhe was guilty of, were little taken 
notice of by Heaven. The implacable Do v-x- 
M OUR IE, out of humour with the World, which 


afforded; her a Gratification neither of her Love 


nor Reſentment, was going into the Country to 
indulge a Diſcontent-ſhe cou'd not baye ſo much 
leiſure to do at Paris. In the Road to the Place 
ſhe wasgoing to, was that Inn in which de 'A NR 
had plac'd: lis belov'd LASSBIIA. It was the 
effect · ol the other's Ill fortune, that ſhe ha ppen- 


ed to bait there, and à little more fatigued than 


«#133 L 4 ordinary, 
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ordinary, reſolved to go no farther that Day, 


LAsSEL IA, Who while the Sun was up, ne'er 
dared to peep abroad, uſed commonly to take the 
benefit of the Air in an adjacent Field every 
Evening: She was in one of thoſe nocturnal Re- 
 freſhments when Madamoiſelle Doux MuOURIE, 
who in leaving Haris, had not left her Diſquiets, 
weary of ſitting alone in her Chamber, and it be- 
ing too early to go to Bed, went to take a little 
Walk, accompany'd only by her Woman, whom 
ſhe had taken along with her. It was their Chance 
to go into that very Field, Which being very near 
the Houſe, made it not unſafe for them te venture 
without any other Guard than their own” Voices; 
which, if they were aſſaulted, might eaſily bring 
People to their Aſſiſtance. They had walk'd but 
a little way in it, before they fancy d they ſtood 
in need of Protection; they heard-a ruſtling a- 
mong the Leaves on the other ſide of the Hedge, 
and preſently after a muttering of Voices; they 
immediately imagined there were Robbers near 
them, and preſently began to run back, n all 
the way, Thieves, Thieves! — Help! Help! br 
we ſhall be murder'd in a Moment. There were 
immediately twenty People about them from the 
Inn, and ſome little Cottages which ſtood near 
it-— What's the matter? Where are the Thieves? 
Bawl'd they all out with one Voice O! juſt 
in that Thicket (repy d Do x Mu OURIE, pointing 
toward the place where ſhe had heard the Sound) — 
"Tis not to be doubted but they ran in hope of a 
certain Reward, which had been allow'd to all who 
had the good Fortune to take any of theſe lawleſs 
Adventurers. Doux uo uRIIE was ſo much out 
of breath with her Fright, that ſhe was obliged to 
reſt on her Woman's Arm, before ſhe cou'd go 
any farther; and ſhe was not 1 the Houſe, 
when the Mob, her Outcties had rais'd, were re- 
turned : She ſtopp'd a little to know mary duc- 
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ceſs — for Fear had magnif, d the Noiſe ſhe 
heard to ſuch a Degree, that ſhe thought there 
were at leaſt a hundred of them that ihade it — 
See, Madam (cry'd4 one of the Fellows) for what 
Cauſe you have been alarm'd —— there were no 
Thieves; you haveonly made us interrupt a loving 
Couple —— but, however, ſince we have been at 
the pains of taking them, we'll &en carry them be. 
fore their Bettes — they ſhall give an Account 
who they are, and what Buſineſs they had there, 
before we part with them Ir was to no purpoſe. 
that the Gentleman endeayour'd, by mild Argu- 
ments (for to have made ufe of Force, would have 
been Madneſs) to prevail on this rude Multitude, 
to let him and the Perſon he had with him, who 
was dying with her Fears, go about' their Buſineſs, 
They were obſtinately bent, and all his Eloquence 
was thrown mix on them. DouxXMouRtsE was 
all rhe while they were talking, in the greateſt. 
Conſternation imaginable; ſhe; fancy'd ſhe knew 
the Voice of him who had fallen into this Misfor-- 
tune, but cou'd not recolle& where, or when ſhe 
had heard it before; and the Moon being pretty 
obſcure, and the Preſs of People who encompaſs'd 
him round, would not give het leave to ſee his 
Face; till being all come near the Inn, the Peo- 
ple themſelves running out with Lights, ſhe im- 
meſiately ſaw, to her inexpreſſible Surprize, as 
well as Joy, that it was the Object of her Hatred, 
Monſieur de ' AM YE, and with him a Woman of 
a very, good Appearance, (for LASSEL 1 a had 
long ago thrown off her Pug#ims Habit) but that 
diſtracted Lady, willing to conceal herſelf as long 
as ſhe cou'd, bolding a Handkerchief to her Eyes, 
took from the other the means of knowing her, 
which elſe ſhe muſt infallibly haye done, having 
often ſeen her at Madam de MoNTESP A N's; but 
this ſhe was certain of, that it was not his Wife, 
by the difference of her Shape and Stature; LS. 
n L 5 sBLIA 
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SELIA being a great deal taller, and ſomething more 
lender than Madamoiſelle de  Anrz, whom before 
her Marriage ſhe had been intimatelyacquainted with. 
Tun Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe were 
very much yex'd at this Accident, not expecting 
any other, than that by this Diſcovery Monſieur 
de ANY E wou'd be oblig'd to carry his Miſtreſs 
and Generoſity to {ome other Place: but to bri 
.them off as well as they cou'd, they told the Rab- 
ble that they might diſperſe themletyes, for they 
wou'd be anſwerable for the Character of thoſe 
Perfons, that the Lady was a near Relation of 
their own, and the Gentleman an Acquaintance 
who ſometimes call'd to ſee them Thus, 
with much ado, the Lovers at laſt had their Liber- 
PA but were extremely perplex'd, leſt this Affair 
mould get Air. De Au v cou'd not be certain 

that, among ſuch a Number of People, there were 
not ſome who might know him ; but that was the 
{malleſt of their Vexations; LASSELIA had till 
then been conceal'd with that Caution, that not a 
Servant in the Houſe, but one, whoſe Fidelity the 
Miſtreſs of it was ſecure of, knew there was any 
Woman lodg'd there, a Paſlage being made for 
her on purpoſe out of her Chamber into the Fields; 
and ſhe never ſtirring hut when it was dark, pre- 
vented her from being ſeen. by any Body. 
„ Bu r it was now natural to ſuppoſe, that being 
faund with him, and afterwards own'd as a Kelati- 
on by the Inn-keeper, would create Suſpicion e- 
nough in thoſe ſort of People; therefore they con- 
cluded that it would be wholly improper for her 
to continue there. Butwhither to remove her, he 
could not for his Soul contrive ; tho' had he known 
how dangerous an Enemy he had in the Houle, 
and who. had been both the Occaſion and Witneſs 
of the Buſtle which had happen'd, tis certain they 
would rather have choſe to have {helter'd .them- 
lelyes that Night under the Boughs of ſome ſpreac- 
22 ing 
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ing Oak, than tarry d under the ſame Roof with 
her. But the malicious Doux xouR IE, to have 


the better Opportunity of compleating the Miſ- 


chief ſhe intended, withdrew the Moment ſhe had 


ſeen his Face; which, by the Advantage of the 
Lights — an behind her to the Place where 
they were, 

if the Diſtraction he was in would have given him 

leave, have perceiy'd her. | * 
Su went preſently to her 
ving ſeveral Servants with her, ſhe order'd them: 


cou'd eaſily do, before he cou'd, 


Chamber 3 | but ha- 


to watch about the Houſe, and bring her word of 
all the,, Motions of thoſe two Perſons : and being 


inform'd by the, moſt diligent among them, that, 
for a certainty, that Gentleman and Woman lay. 
both of, them there, ſhe pretended on a ſudden to 
de taken extremely ill, and that not expecting to live 
an Hour, ſhe muſt fend for ſome Friends ſhe had 
in that Country; ſo ordering a Horſe to be got 


ready, that Footman who had brought her this In- 
telligence, having his Meſſage given him privately, 


was diſpatch'd to the Houſe of Madam del AM vx, 


Where he was to tell her, that he belong'd to a. 
| Gentleman who had the greateſt Concern imagi- 
nable for her ill Uſage; and had 'fent to inform 

her, that her Husband baying an Intention wholly 
to abandon her in a ſhort time, of late had been 
very buſy in diſpoſing of {ome Lands, which Mo- 
ney he had made a Preſent to a young Girl, whom 
he was exceſſive ond of, that be deſtgn'd to live 
with her as his Wife; and af a Proof of the Truth 
of all this, ſhe might that Night find them toge- 
ther at ſucb an Inn . But that, if ſhe requir'd 


this . Teſumony, he muſt not loſe, this Oppor- 


unity which probably mighi never offer again 
Madamoiſelle Doux u ORTE cbarg'd him, if 
ꝓpoſſiple 160: fire . her}, with a deſire of coming 
immediately, becauſe ſne was not ſure how 
Jong they might'ſtay, It was ſcarce a quarter of 
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an Hour's riding to the Houſe of de ANNE and 
telling the Servants he had Buſineſs of greater Con- 

ſequence than Life to impart to theif Lady, ſhe 

order'd he ſhould be admitted, tho“ ſhe had on 
her Night- dreſs, and was preparing for Bed 
The Fellow perform'd the Buſineſs he was ſent 
about with ſo much Art, that ſne preſently aſſen- 
ted to the Propoſal of going that Moment to de- 

te her Husband, on whoſe Ingratitude and Perfi- 
diouſneſs ſhe beſtow'd ten thouſand! Curſes; but 
not thinking it proper to go alone, eſpecially with 

this Man, who was altogether a Stranger to her, 
ſhe ſent to Monſieur de VAL1ER, and rouz'd him 

and his Lady, deſiring they would come to her 
On an extraordinary Serelvs — They obey'd 
her Summons, and were there by the time her 
Coach was got ready, which they all' went into, 
accompanyꝰd on each ſide by Madamoiſelle Do v x- 
' MOURIE's Man, two of VP at IEA 's, and one of 
her own, all on Horſeback—— As" they went 
along, ſhe told them on what Account ſhe had 
entreated the favour of their Company; and they 
both took the liberty of aſſuting ber, that had 
they been of her Counſel beforehatid, they: ſhould 
have perſuaded her againſt it/p!becauſt lin ſueh Ca. 
ſſes, Extremes are * cl fatal t&the Peace of both, 
and that it was better ſometimes to appeor blind, 
than too quichſiꝑhted : But Jenouſy is hot of a Na- 
ture to endure Controul; ſhe was reſolv'd to habe 
the pleaſure of upbraiding, and bid the Coachman 


drive as faſt as poſſible. They göt to che Inn a- 


bout three in the Morning when all. the Family 
were drown'd in Sleep, except Madatmmoiſelle 


Doux ountE and thoſe chat ſut up to! attend 


her, and open the Doo to thoſe "Friends ſhe told 
them ſhe had ſent for. O XxX TOs WE fri}. 714 
HM Servant, who'thad" the Conduct of the 
whole Affair, brought them up into his Lady's 

Chamber, where Madam d{FAnys was got a 


little 
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"tele ſurprtz 4 ro" find to whom" it was ſur od 
= Diſcovery, ſhe Was about to make; and poffi- 
In ſpite lo her own jealous Rage, wou'd ra- 
10 r Jobs: ſeem'd to have disbeliey'd alFfhe- heard, 
than gratify the Malice of this Woman, who ſhe. 
knew had the greateſt Hatred imaginable” to her 
Husband. Doux uOURIE, perhaps, gueſſing at 
her Sentiqents, as ſoon as ſhe had put every body 
out of the Robin belonging to the Houſe; Ma- 
dam, ſaid ſhe; 1 forbore to t you know I was 
the Perſon wWwͤho, by the gieateſt Chance in the 
World, ha ve this Opportù yt convineing you 
of the perfidy of your Husband; becauſe the open 
 Enmity T have always” profeſs'd for him, might 
have made you ſuſpect there was more of 'Spleen 
than Juſtice in What I had told you: but as you 
are now in the ſame Houſe, and on the ſame 
' Floor with him, "and the verſon Be refers to you, 
1 deute vor gel Vefote pon ledVe in; Yom will fe. 
sy Yoilife Whit Pris he merits fron you — 
All, and more, "try ſhe, than my Reſe utment can 
inffict and if it be as your Meſſenger inform'd 
me, by all that's ſacred I'll — Ste Was going to 
make ſome raſn Proteſtation, when Monſieur de 
— ſtöpp'd her Mouth; _ Madan! in- 
1d muſt not ſüffer you to give way to 
, tmp aſcertain'd you have cauſe 

for it — Anger ſometime; linds the "Reaſon ; 
aaf as this Eady avows her Bate to Monfieur de 
AMT, *tis hot impoſſible but that ſhe may have 
been miſtaken and Has been led to credit ſome- 
Pol more than the Tru of him ſhe is willing 
be wund guilty." This hinder'd the enrag'd 
Wite 5 faying Ay. ment, till Madamoiſelle 
or ite: 1 recounting the manner by which 
ſhe' had made the Diſcovery, which ſhe illuſtrated 
with abundadce of *apgrayating Circumſtances, 
made her rela | nb het former Fury —— She 
aking open the Door upon them; 

tearing 
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tearing them to pieces; ;cxpakng ing them to the 
gs — World, ſeem'd too little to ſatisfy .. the 
Wrong —— She vented the Paſlion ſhe was in 
with ſo much-Vehemence, that ſhe, ho had rais'd 
it, endeayour'd to abate it —— Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
tis not impoſſible, but in ſuch a Houſe as this, 
there may be Back-ways; which, if there, be, this 
ſhameful Pair are, doubtleſs, but too well acquain- 
ted with them: and ſhould your Voice diſcover you 
are here, or any Force be uſed to get Entrance, 
before that can de done, they may. perhaps eſcape, 
and diſappoint our Aim -— I, therefore, wou'd 
adviſe ,you, to be patient till the Morning, which 
now eis near at hand; and when either of them 
opens the Door, which one of my Servants ſhall 
diligently guard, we will all be ready: to ruſh in 
upon them —— This Method of proceeding 
_receiv'd 4 eneral Approbation; and Mad 
de Ax E did all ſhe cou d to ſuppreſs the Vio- 
lence of her Indignation at preſent, that it might 
fall more beayy, on the Perſons, who had caus d it; 
: for ſhe reſoly'd in her awn Mind never to for- 
give, or live with her Husband more. 
TRE Lovers who bad paſs'd their Time in as 
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The SELF-ABANDON'D. ' ot 
rais'd herſelf in her Bed. to ſee What was, which 
when ſhe did, Surprize, and Shame, and Fear, 
took away her Senſes ſo far, as to deprive her 
of any Thought in what manner ſhe ſhou'd con- 
ceal herſelf; and fat ſtill, ſtupid and motionleſs, 
expos'd to every body in the Room Tis hard 
to ſay whether the Fury of Madam de 'A u 1 E, 
or the Wonder that ſhe and all her Companions 
were in, was greateſt, when they found it was 
LASSELIA with whom he had tranſgreſs'd —— 
nor cou'd either of them. furpaſs that which 
dePAMYE felt, to ſee DouxMouRlE with them: 
He no longer doubted by whom he had been be- 


tray'd, and not anſwering the Invectives which 


his Wife pour'd out upon him, he utter'd as many 
againſt that She-· Devil, for that was the only Name 
he vouchſafed to call her by. While all were in 
this Confuſion, Madamoiſelle de VAL IER, having 
a little recover d that Confuſion the ſight of La s- 
SELIA had occaſion'd, having a tender Friend- 
ſhip for her, went towards the Bed with a deſign 

ve ſpoke to her, when the undone Fair, juſt 
then waking, as it were, from that Abſence of 
Mind ſhe had been in, into a Senſe of the Shame 
to which ſhe was expos'd, ſtarting ſuddenly from 
the Poſture ſhe had been in, and catching Monſieur 
de LAM YE's Sword, which lay on a Table by the 
bed-ſide, was about to end her Life, and the In- 
famy that attended it: it was the good fortune of 
that ſincere Friend to prevent this Act of Deſpe- 
ration from being accompliſh'd ; but the Attempt 
put the whole Company in ſo great a Conſterna- 
tion, as was of excellent Service to the ſilencing 
their Clamours. De FPAMYE, tho“ he was ready 
to fly into his Charmer's Arms, and chaſe away 
her Deſpair by a thouſand foft Endearments, yet 
he ow'd too much to his Wife, to give her ſo pro- 
voking an Inſtance before her Face, that ſhe was 
but the ſecond in his Eſteem but the Pain he 
n endured 


e e 

92 ; 1 LASS EL 145 Or, 
endured in this Reſtraint, took from him all In- 
clination to Lontinue his Reproaches to Mada- 
moiſelle Doux MovURIE; and he ſtood ſpeech- 
leſs, and ſeem'd loſt in Thought, as did his Wife; 
who, tho' extremely fiery and paſſionate, had a 
great deal of Good-Nature, and fo manifeſt a 
Proof of her Rival's Penitence and Deſpair, 
- wrought on her ſo far, as to engage her Pity —— 
and the thought, if that wou'd make her ea y, ſhe 
cou'd forgive the Wrong the had done her, 'pro- 
vided ſhe wou'd never more repeat it, Monſieur 
de VAIIER, who had watch'd the Abatement of 
her Rage, perceiving her Looks were very much 
ſoftened, begg'd her to withdraw with him a Mo- 
ment into another Room; to which ſhe having 
conſented, he laid ſo many Arguments before her, 
how infinitely better it would be to huſh up this 
Affair, than to make herſelf and Husband, as well 
as the Perſon who bad injur'd her, the Chat of 
the whole Country ; that ſhe at laſt conſented, on 
condition The wou'd immediately retire into a 
Monaſtery, thereby to put it out even of her own 
ower to wrong her more —— Having obtain'd 
thus much from her, he endeavour'd to bring 
de PAMyE to conſent; and was labouring a long 
time before he cou'd prevail on him but to pro- 
miſe an eternal Separation but the Remonſtrance 
the other made him, how he was indebted to his 
Wife for almoſt every thing he was poſſeſs'd of; 
her Love, her Faithfulneſs to him, her Good- 
nature, her condeſcending Temper, making an 
Allowance for that one Foible, Jealouſy, won fo 
far on his Gratitude, join'd to the Reflection how 
impoſſible it wou'd be for him to keep the pol- 
felon of LASSELI IA; believing, not without 
Reaſon, that it the Diſcovery of what had hap- 
happen'd, ſhou'd reach the Ear of Madam de Mo x- 
FSV AN, as in all probability it wou'd, ſhe wou'd 
take effectual Meaſures to prevent his coming near 
87 <* £5 5 * her: 
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her : all this put together, oblig'd him to an un- 
willing yielding to what was propos'd. While 
Monſieur de V AL1E A was thus employ'd with the 
Wite and Husband, his Lady, who had taken the 
Hint privately from him, was no leſs buſy with 
LAS$SELIA; ſhe had a double Task to reconcile 
that diſtreſs'd Lady at once to the Thoughts of 
Life, and quitting the Converſation of her belo- 
ved de PAMYE; but the Power her experienc'd 
Friendſhip had given her over her, enforcing the 
ſtrong Reaſons ſhe made uſe of, in a little time 
work'd their deſired Effect; and this Affair ended 
vaſtly different from what the beginning promis'd. 
The malicious DouxMOURIE Was the only 
Perſon vex'd at it as for de A MYR, tho' he 
never ceas'd to think of LASSEBLIA with a Ten- 
derneſs which cou'd not but be attended with ſome 
melancholy Reflections; yet the Temper of his 
Wife, who, after this, took double Care to make 
herſelf agreeable to him, by degrees made him. 
From more chearful. LassELI1Aa, Who, as ſhe” 
ad promis d, went directly to a Convent, 
ſtrengthen'd by the good Advice of Madamoiſelle 
de V ALIER, who frequently viſited her; and the 
religious Converſation of the holy Maids ſhe was 
among, in time was wean'd from thoſe ſenſual 
Delights ſhe had before too much indulg'd herſelf 
in, and became an Example of Piety even to thoſe 
who never had ſwerv'd from it. 
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Force of NATURE: 
| OR, THE | 

Lucky Diſappointment: 
A NOVEL. 


. — „„ © | | 064 NOI} 127 
| By Mrs. Exzza Harwood 


- 


[ 


Fates dark Roceſſis we can never find, 


But Fortune at ſome Hours to all is kind; | 
The Lucky have whole Days, which ſtill they chuſe ,/ 
i Th' Unlucky have but Hours, and thoſe they loſe, 
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WEN VALLADOLID', one of the 
Paz | and moſt populous Cities of 
old Caſtile, there dwelt a Gentleman 
 call'd Don AL y a k 10,, Who had a 
Daughter not more diſtinguiſh'd to 


| ES Polterity by the remarkable Inci- 
dents of her Fate, than in the Age ſhe. liv'd ;, ſhe 
was famous for her exceeding Beauty. The match- 
leſs Charms which appear'd in her, joyn'd to the 
Expectations of a vaſt Fortune, ſhe being the only 
Child, made her deſir'd in Marriage by almoſt as 
many as had ſeen her, and had Eſtates to counte - 
nance their Pretenſions 3, but though ſhe. was, ar- 
riy'd at the Age of Fourteen, which in Spain is ac- 
counted a very mature one, ſhe had never diſco- 
ver'd the leaſt Inclinatiqn to Love, or to the Alte - 
ration of her Condition y nay, ſhe grpreft dag Aer 

g a 2 | * on 


— 


4 The Force of NATURE: 
ion to all Offers of that, kind. Her Father 
was no oftner ſollicited to give his Conſent, than 
ſhe was on her Knees to conjure him to refuſe 
it. —— So ſtrange, and ſo general a Diſdain for 


all Mankind was ſurprizing to every body; but 
her firm Perſeverance in it, joyn'd to a Reſerve 
and love of Solitude, no leſs uncommen in a La- 


dy of her Youth and Beauty, and who the Indul- 
gence of the moſt fond of Fathers, might have 
enjoy'd almoſt whar Diverſions ſhe pleas'd, at 
length ſeem'd to predict a Vein to a Monaſtick 
Life ; and it was the Opinion of all who were ac- 
uainted with her, that in a little. time they ſhou'd 
Low ſhe ask'd Permiſſionto retire into a Cloyſter, 
ALv AK1o, who deſir'd nothing more than to ſee 
her married, was extremely troubled to find that 
of the many Propoſals made to her, there was 
none which cou'd work the leaſt Change in her 
Humour; and was often not a little perplex'd 
what it ſhou'd be, that render'd her fo different 
from her Sex : But not all his Philoſophy cou'd 
enable him to gueſs at the Truth, till an accident 
happened to diſcover it, and ſhew'd him that his 
Daughter was not of a Conſtitution ſo frozen as 
he imagin'd, nor her Inſenſibility ſo univerſal as 
| ſhe pretended. | 
©" THERE had been brought up with her in the 
Houſe a young Man nam'd FERxNANDo, whoſe 
Parents being reputed dead, Don AL VARIO had 
taken Charge of, and educated with the ſame 
Care, as he would have done a Son of his own, 
and indeed he had a Genius and Capacity ſo 
very capable of Improvement, that not to have 
thr him all the advantages of Learning, -wou'd 
ave been an affront to that Power, who endu'd 
him with'the moſt excellent Qualifications of Na- 
ture. The diſcerning Eyes of FBIISIN DS, for 
fo the Daughter of AT VARIO was call'd, found 
ſomething in him more to be admir'd, than » 
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Or, the Lucy Diſappointment. 5 
the Grandees who made their Addreſſes to her 
cou'd boaſt of, nor was he inſenſible of her 
power: of Charming. They began to love each 
other, while they were both too innocent to know 
what it was their Wiſhes aim'd at; but as their 
Years encreas'd, what at firſt was no more than 
Friendſhip, or that tender Regard which Relations 
might feel for one another, grew up into a Paſſion; 
ungovernable Deſires, tumultuous Emotions, and 
all the Symptoms of burning raging Love, with 
mutual Ardor ſwell'd in their throbbing Hearts — 
they now were ſenſible what twas they felt, they 
knew: they lov'd, — but knew alſo that they 
were unhappy — the ſame Moment which in- 
ſtructed them in the one, convinc'd them of the 
other. FER NAN Do, Who had no dependance but 
on the favour of ALvar1o, and liy'd but on 
bis Charity, had little cauſe to hope he wou'd be- 
ſtow his Daughter, and the vaſt Poſſeſſions which 
were to deſcend with her, on a Beggar. Nor had 
FELISINDA greater Cauſe of Conſolation ; ſhe 
thought as deeply on theſe things, as did Fx k- 
VAN Do, and cou'd not flatter herſelf with the 
moſt diſtant hope of ever being happy, at leaſt 
while her Father liv'd. Both were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the, Sentiments of each other, be- 
e WK fore: either had Courage to' confeſs them; but as 
e chat Paſſion will not always be ſubject to Reſtraint, 
d ite burſt out at laſt: with greater Violence, for ha- 
e uing been ſo long ſuppreſs'd, and in ſpite of their 
1, Keſolutions to the contrary; their Tongues declar'd 
0 what their Intelligible Eyes had betray'd before: 
e they found ſome Eaſe however, in communicating 

— condoling their common Misfortune, in giving 
d each other all the ſoft aſſurance, that Modeſty would 
a- permit, of the moſt tender and inviolable Affection, 
»r and exchanging Vows, that whatever happen'd, 
d never to be but one another's, More than a 
11 rear paſt over in this manner, during which 81 
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their ſecret Converſation was never in the leaſt 
ſuſpected to be any more than that friendly Re- 


gard which they being braught up together might 


create; and AL vA TO himſelf was fo far from 


diſcouraging it, that he ſeem'd very well pleas'd 
his Daughter did not repine at the Favour he ſhow'd 


to one, who pretended to no claim by Blood, 


often; ſay ing, he would have her love him as a 
Brother, and commanding him td look on her 


rather as a Siſter: than the Daughter of his Bene- 
factor. Theſe words were ſo great an Encourage- 
ment to our equally enamour'd Pair, that ſome-. 
times they were on the point of confeſſing the 


Truth; but the Uncertainty in what manner to re- 
late it, ſtill prevented em. FERNANPDo being 
arriv'd at the Age of Twenty, AEYARAT0O being 
pretty old and infirm, put into his hands the Ma- 
nagement of his whole Affairs; depending on his 
Integrity and Capacity, in as ample a Truſt as he 
cou d have repos'd in a Son, the moſt worthy of 


being below d ; and F ERNN NDO diſcharg'd him 
ſelf in all things · in the ſame manner as he wou'd 


have done by the moſt indulgent Father, whoſe 


Eſtate was to deſcend to him. Some Diſtur- 


bance happening among the Tenants, the was 
oblig d tu go into the Country, which was the 


firſt Abſence he ever had from his Dear: FEBII- 
 $1N'Þ4\3/they: mitigated the Pangs of parting, by 
contriving a way to write to one another unſuſ- 


pected. He had not. Wr many days, be- 
tore Don CAR LOS, a N Youth, who had a 
long time made his Addreſſes to FEt1s1nvDa, 

and was very much eſteemed by her Father, preſs'd 
the matter ſo: home, that AL VARIO was at a loſs 
how to anſwer him. He paſſionately deſir'd to 


have him for a 80n · in law; but being unwilling to 


forces his Daughter's Inclinations, he had hitherto 
deferr'd giving him. any. Anſwer; ſtill hoping ſhe 


wou'd grow leſs averſe, as ſhe became limore 


2112 acquain- 


: 
7 
5 
: 
7 
1 


Or, the Lucky Diſapptintment.,7 
acquainted with the Merits of this accompliſh'd 
Cavalier. He ſent for her one Day into his Cloſet, 
to diſcourſe her on the Affair, but was not a little. 
troubled to find, that inſtead of complying with 
the Arguments he made uſe of to — 2 her, 
ſhe burſt into a Flood of Tears, aſſuring bim, 
that it was impoſſible for her to love that Gentle- 
man, and conjuring him, not to make her for 
ever miſerable, by an enforc'd Aſſent —— She 
ſeem'd ſo overcome with Grief at the Apprehen- 
ſions of what his Power might do, that be was 
oblig'd to diſmiſs her from his Preſence; and the 
ſooner, becauſe he obſerv'd that in taking out her 
Handkerchief to dry her Eyes, ſhe had let fall a 
Paper; which his Curiofity prompted him to read 
unſeen by her. He ſaw it was folded in the man- 
ner of 'a Letter, and imagin'd that perhaps it 
might give him ſome light into the Reaſons which 
had inſpir'd her with fo ſtrange a Reſolmion: He 
was not miſtaken in his Conjecture, but was more 
ſurpriz*dthan can be well expreſsꝰd, when taking it 
up, he found it writ by FERNAN Do, and con- 


tain'd theſe Lines. 


To the Adorable FELI SIN DAY 


Fa H O' 1 knew before, that my Paſſion. for gon 

{ exceeded all that ever fill d a Heart, yet I never 
| knew the Extremity it till nom; — I have 
been but ſix Days event from ou, ani they 'ſeerm'fo 
many Ages : how then ſhall 1 be able to ſupport that 
tedious length of Time which I foreſee ALVaR1os 
Buſineſs will detain me here? Were 1 employ' by any 
other Perſon, I am very confident, I ſhou'd this Mo- 
ment, born on the Wings of Love, diſpiſing all other. 
VOL. IV. M Conſide- 


$ ''The Foxceof NATURE: 

Conſiderations, fly to the Foet of my ador'd Charmer, 
and tell her how ] have languiſhd, how I havedy'd 
to ſee her; But as in his, tis your Affair: muſt 
ſuffer by my abrupt Departure, I muſt — Patience 


to endure it. I have, indeed, this | Conſolation in 


my Sufferings, that they are of ſervice to her I love 


But if while I linger here in the ſevereſt Agonies of 


Diſtruſt and Jealouſy 4 Soul can know, ſome power. 
ful Rival, arm'd with Pomp and Grandeur, ſhould 
ſupplant me in your E fleem, or if, which moſt 1 fear, 
4 Father's abſolute Commands ſhould force you from 
your Vows, What name of Miſery wou'd ſerve to re- 

preſent the Horror of my State. — Deſpair and 
| Madneſs ars but mean Deſcriptions — the Damn'd,who 
prove what *tis to feel the exchange of Heaven for Hell, 
can only ſpeak it —— Oh ! my FELISINDA! pity 
me, comfort me, for methinks tis ſomething more than 
the ordinary ſuſpicion of a Lover, whith tells me 


that this abſence will be fatal to our Loves 1 am 


ſo well acquainted with your divine Goodneſs, that 
1 dare promiſe my felf to hear from you by the firſt 


Opportunity. I will endeavour to conſole myſelf till 
then as well as I am able —— Farewell, think of me 
as I deſerve, and know me fer | 
N 325 Your Everlaſting Slave, 
FERNANM Do. 


Ar that can be conceiv'd of Grief, of Hor- 


ror, of Rage, and wild Aſtoniſnment, is ſhort of 


what ALvaxto felt at reading this Letter, — He 
call'd immediately for FEL1s1NnÞ 4, who not y 
ſenſible of the loſs ſhe had ſuſtain'd, came into 
the Room with more Couraze than elſe ſhe wou'd 
have done; but ſtartling at the Change ſhe per- 
ceiv'd in ALyanio's Countenance, and at the 
lame time ſeeing the Letter in his Hand, the Sur- 
prize and Terror ſeiz d her unprepar'd Soul with 
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too much Violence, and giving a great Shriek, ſhe 
fell at his Feet in a Swoon— The Noiſe ſhe 
made, brought ſome of the Servants to her Relief, 
before her Father could have time to call them: 
Proper Remedies. being *ppiy'd, ſhe was not long 
Senſleſs, but wiſh'd ſhe had remain'd ſo ſtill, when 
ſhe found herſelf treated by AL VARIO ina man- 
ner ſhe bad never been before, and-which her gentle 


Nature was little able to we Le with Life — She 


anſwer d his Upbraiding only with her Tears; and 
when he call'd her Hy pocrite, Betrayer of the Con- 
fidence he had repos'd in her, Diſobedient, Shame- 
leſs, and every Name of ill his Indignation could 
invent; (he attempted not a Syllable to excule or 
to deny what {he was accus'd of; but when he 
commanded her to ſpeak, and reveal every Thing 


to him of this Affair, as how long ſince it began, 


how far it had proceeded, and utter'd ſome Words, 
which made her think he believ'd they had carry'd 
er 


their Paſſion to lengths criminal; ſhe made 


Defence with Reſolution enough, aſſuring him 
with a great deal of Truth, that nothing had paſt 
between em { Wiſhes excepted) that might not, 
with all the Innocence in the World, be allow'd 
to thoſe not nearly related. This ſeem'd to- paci- 
fy him a little, and having order'd ſhe ould be 
confin'd to her Chamber, and ſtrictly watch'd, that 

ſhe got no Opportunity of writing, or ſending to 
FERNANDO, ſhut himſelf into his Cloſet, to 
think what was beſt to be done. 

FEL1$SINDA Was leſs concern'd, on Reflecti- 
on ot what had happen'd, than the Confuſion ſhe 
had been in ſeem'd to promiſe; ſhe conſoled her- 
ſelf with the hope, that the firſt Guſt of her Fa- 
ther's Paſſion being over, his former Indulgence, 
wou'd return, and influence him to compleat her 
Wiſhes: She was alſo pleas'd, that ſince their 
Loves were ordain'd to be diſcover'd, it hapned 
at a time when FERNANDO was abſent, that 

VOI. IV. M 2 


10 The Force of NATURE: 
ſo the whole Storm of Indignation might fall on 


her alone ; —— the greateſt Vexation ſhe had, 


was, that ſhe was without the Means of letting 
FERNANDO know what had fell out ſhe 
reſoly'd, however, to wait the Event with Pati- 
ence, and was N what ſhe ſhould ſay to 
-ALVAR1o, to move him to forgiveneſs of her 
Fault, when he enter'd the Room, and with a Coun- 
tenance, tho* leſs diſtorted with Rage than before, 
yet full of an Auſterity, which ſhe trembled at: 
FELIISIN DA, ſaid he, I doubt not but your own 
good Senſe, joyn'd to thoſe [Improvements of E- 
ducation J have given you, have made you ſen- 
ſible enough of what you owe me, to be not on- 
ly truly penitent for having offended me, but de- 
ſirous alſo of having it in your Power to repair 
the Injury you have done my Peace, by your too- 
liſh paſſion for a Man, who tho* I very much e- 
ſteem, you might believe for many Reaſons, I 

ſhou'd not approve of for a Husband for you. The 
Almighty Power which form'd me, reply'd ſhe, 
knows how dear 1 prize your Peace, and how 
{ſincere a Gratitude I feel for thoſe, even more than 
paternal Obligations you have heap'd upon me 
ut you know, Sir, that our Paſſions are not the 
effect of Will, but Fate; and if I encourag'd-that 

rowing One I long have known for this too love- 

| Youth, it was not without a Hope, you would 
one Day approve my Choice — the many Fa- 
yours you have conferr'd on him — the Indul- 

ence you have ever ſhow'd him, always uſing 
kim as you wou'd have done a Son, flatter'd my 
fond Wiſhes with an Imagination, that you might 
in time be won to make him ſo, eſpecially when 
you ſhou'd know your Daughter's Life, nay, what 
is more, her everlaſting Peace, depends upon your 
Grant. Don AL vAR Io liſtned to what ſhe ſaid 
with tolerable Patience, till the latter part of her 
Diſecurſe; but then, unable to contain himſelf, 
15 | C 34 . vou 
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E ought, cry'd he, fiercely, to have been aſſur'd 


ow far I was inclin'd to favour him, before you 

roceeded-to ſuch Lengths which ſince you 
_ done, your Crime be your, Puniſhment — I 
ſhall rake fe fual Meaſures to prevent your ever 
meeting more In the mean time prepare your- 
ſelf to marry CAR Los, he is the Perſon I have 
made choice of for you, nor ſhall ic be in your 
Power to delay the Conſummation of that which I 
have long Jefantd me To Morrow is the a 
therefore, tempt not my Anger by a fond Perverſe- 
| Oh, Sir! 
interrupted ſhe, falling on her Knees, if ever you 
thought me worth your Care, I beſeech you 
I conjure you, to revoke ſo harſha Decree wu. 
Is it not enough to tear me from all 1 ever did 
or ever can love, but you muſt alſo doom me to 
one I hate — Condemn me to a Nunnery — cut 
me off at once from all my Expectations of For- 
tune, and of Favour, do any Thing rather than 
force me to violate thoſe Vows high Heaven, and 
the conſcious Saints have oft been witneſs of to 
my FERNANDO... The Power, reſum'd he, more 
enrag'd, which ſhou'd have autboriz'd thoſe Vous 
was mine, not your's; you had no right to make 
them, and therefore are not binding, Yet, Sir ! 
cry'd ſhe, conſider —— I'll hear no more, faid 
he, remember who 1 am, and know your Duty —- 
with theſe words he flung out of the Room, and 
left her in a Condition which no Expreſſion can 
repreſent z To loſe FERNANDO, terrible as it 
Was, ſeem'd leſs diſtracting than to marry CAR“ 
Los; yet ſhe found herſelf oblig'd to it by a 
Power, whence there was no Appeal — ſhe wou'd 
have fled, and dar'd all the Extremities of Want 
and Miſery, but ſhe was too cloſe watch'd — no 
Remedy appear'd but Death, andtothat ſhe you'd 
certainly have had recourſe, had the Paſſion which 
Don Carlos had for her, been of the ſame 
U l EY M-3- | ' 
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ſelf-intereſted kind which influences the Minds of 
ordinary Lovers. That generous Man being told 
by AT vARIo, that the next Day ſhou'd give his 

admir'd FEL1s1ND A to his Arms, made no doubt 

but that her conſent concurr'd to make him hap- 
pw). and deſir'd to pay thoſe Acknowledgments 
which her ſuppos'd Condeſcenſions ſeem'd to de- 
mand from him; the Servants, who were acquaint- 
ed with their Maſter's Intentions, made no ſcruple 
to admit him; but inſtead of thoſe modeſt Bluſhes, 
and tender Fears, which are generally the Orna- 
ments of a Virgin Bride, he found her on the 

Floor, her Hair diſhevell'd, the uſual Luſtre of 
her ſhining Eyes extinct in Tears, and all the 
Symptoms of Diſpair about her. Surpriz'd at an 
Object ſo unexpected, fo alarming, he drew near, 
and endeayouring to raiſe her from the Poſture 
ſhe was in, entreated her to let him know the 
Cauſes of her Grief > And canſt thou ask, ſaid ſhe, 
thou, who art thy ſelf the only hated Cauſe ? — 
but I'll be reveng'd (continued ſhe, beginning to 
tear her Hair and Fleſh) I'll be reveng'd, firſt on 
theſe Originals of my Woe — I'l pluck theſe 
Eyes out, mangle every Feature that attracted th 
undoing Paſſion —— I'll be no more the Obje 
of Delire, but Loathing; and if I muſt be thine, 
YI come to thy Embraces a hideous Bride — Tis 
hard to ſay, whether ſuch a Behaviour inſpir'd 
more Grief or Aſtoniſhment in the Mind of him 
who was a Witneſs of it; all that can be conceiv'd 
of ſoft, of tender, of -obliging, he faid to her to 
mitigate her Anger and a Wage her Sorrows ; aſ- 
ſuring her with a great deal of Sincerity, that had 
he known himſelf ſo unhappy to have been hated 
by her, he wou'd have choſe to die in Silence, 
rather than have occaſion'd her one Moment's In- 
quietude. She rais'd her Head a little at thefe 
words, and the Violence of her Rage ſome what 
abated by em, ſhe began to conſider that by * 
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fery'd not to be treated in that manner by her: 


Pardon Don CarLos, ſaid ſhe, the wildneſs of 
my Deſpair; I muſt confeſs I have nothing to ac- 


cuſe you of, but too much love for an unworthy 
Wretch, who has it not in her power to reward 
it — Your Paſhon is indeed the Source of my 
Misfortune, but then I ſhould remember that P 
ſions are involuntary, and perhaps tis as impoſ- 
ſible for you to ſhake. off your's, as it would for 
me to forget mine. A deathlike Paleneſs ſeem'd 
ro ſpread itſelf all o'er the Face of CAR Los while 
ſhe was ſpeaking, and perceiving ſhe had done; 
Is it then, Madam! cry'd he, in a faultring Accent, 
to your Kindneſs for ſome happier Man the wretch- 
ed CarxLos owes your Diſdain? Not my Di, 
dain, reſum'd ſhe, but my enforc'd Neglect: plty 
me then, and think what I endure, torn from all 
J love by a remorſeleſs Parent, and given to one 
who, in ſpite of his Accompliſhments, I hate 
Forgive the harſh Expreſſion, for believe, of all 
Mankind, I cou'd eſteem you as a Friend — but, 
alas! my Heart wants. room to entertain you as 
a tender Gueſt; long e're I knew your Merits it 
yas taken up, all the Affections of my Soul are ri- 
veted to another to him I am bound by all 


the ties of Honour, Gratitude, and everlaſting 


Love, and him or Death I only can conſent to 


wed. Am I then, ſaid he, with a melancholy Air, 


the only Bar to FELICINnDa's Happineſs ? The 
only immoveable one, reply'd ſhe, did not your 
wondrous Merits, make Arvargo impatient 
to call himſelf your Father — my Tears, and 


my Deſpair, wou'd eaſily overcome all other Ob- 


ſtacles; he wou'd not make me Wretched, but with 
deſign to make me Bleft, which, ignorant of the 
force of Fancy, he thinks conſiſts in being your's. 
Well, Madam! refum'd CaxLos (after a little 
Pauſe, and two or three Sighs, which he. vainly 
ſtruggled to ſuppreſs) 1 were unworthy of decla- 
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14 De Force of Na TURE : 
ring myſelf your Lover, if I refus'd to fall a Mars 
r to my Paſſion; before Evening you ſhall con- 
ſeſs that I deſerve your Friendſhip : He left the Room 
as he ſpoke theſe Words, but with a Countenance 
_ 6 ſad, and ſo dejected, that it movid ber Pity, 
as much as what he ſaid had done her Wonder — 
She was extreamly at a loſs for a Conſtruction of 
his laſt Expreſſion; but being far from gueſſing at 
the Reſolution he had taken, imagined he had 
ſpoke in that manner only to amuſe her, and that 
the next Day ſhe ſhou'd be dragg'd to the Altar, 
and forc'd to aſſiſt in that Ceremony which muſt 
for ever deprive her of the hope of being her 
dear'FERNAND:0'ss The Agonies of her Dif- 
pair return'd with the former Violence at this 
Suggeſtion, and ſhe was meditating by what deſpe- 
rate Courſe ſhe ſhould avoid what ſhe ſo much dread- 
ed, when one of her Women gave her a little 
Billet, which being brought by a Servant of Don 
Carr 08's, and accompany'd by another to their 
Maſter, they thought it no breach of Truſt to deli» 
ver her. The Contents of it were theſe, 08 
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To the ſweet Deſtroyer of my ever. 
. laſting Peace, the for ever ador'd 


INCE cruel Fate deprives me of the Power of 

AJ being conducive to your Happineſs, I readily yield 
. may Life a Sacrifice, to be of Service to your Peace. 

1 wiſh I could do more to eſtabliſh your laſting Feli- 
city with that too fortunate Engroſſer of FBLISI x- 
Þ a's Wiſhes: 1 go for ever from you ; and ſince their 


Or, the Lucy Diſappoiutment. 15 
is nothing ſo impoſſible as for me to live without you» 
J go to ſeek in ſome far diſiant Clime that Deaths 
which if inflifted here, might give you ſome diſquiet, 
by a too late Remorſe, and unavatung Pity for the 


Unhappy CARLOS 


Ir would be as impoſlible to deſeribe the Aſto- 
niſument, and pleas'd Admiration, which fill'd the 
Soul of FEL1is1NDa, at ſo uncommon a proof 
of diſintereſted Affection, as it won'd the Vexa- 
tion of ALvARIO, when by the ſame Meſſen- 
ger he receiv'd a Letter from Don CarLos, . 
containing theſe Lines. 


IO Don ALYAR10o. py 


T Ho" the Poſſeſſion of your lovely Daughter has long 
been the firſt wiſh of my deſiring Soul, yet 1 chuſe 
#0 relinquiſh my Hope of that Felicity, ſince I am 
too late convinc'd it was rais'd only by your Goodneſs : 
*Tis to her Love alone I wound be indebted for the 
Bleſſing of calling her mine; and as her Heart is 
diſpos'd of to ſome happier Man, beg I may transfer 
to him that Right you gave me; I cannot doubt but 
that he has Merit to deſerve your Favour, FEL1- 
SINDA finds ſo much in him; —— and that my. 
Preſence may be no Obſtacle ro her Deſires, 1 go this 
moment from Valladolid, and ſhall in a ſhort 
time quit Spain, tis probable for ever —— I mate it 
my laſt requeſt, that you will compleat the Happineſs 
of her who, by a prior Obligation, had it not in her 
power to obey your Commands in conferring any on 


Her Eternal Adorer, and 
Io“ur Obliged Servant, 
CaRtos. 
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At va fe had no ſooner come to the Cons. 


e uſion of this, than he ſent to inform himſelf of 
Pon Cart 08,and hearing that he was really gone, 
and had order'd his Equipage to follow him next 
day, was ſo outragious, that he ſwore never to forgive 
his Daughter the Diſquiet ſhe had occaſion'd him; 
being by this Letter perfectly aſſur'd, that ſhe had 
confeſt her Paſſion for FER NAN DO to him; whom, 
tf ſhe had not been determin'd to perſiſt in it, had 
been the laſt to whom ſhe wou'd have reveal'd 
It, He flew to her Chamber, reproach'd her in 
the ſevereſt manner his Indignation cou'd invent, 
and ſtung her to the quick. with ten thouſand Im- 
precations, that all ſhe had perſuaded Carxtos 
to, was ineffectual, for he wou'd ſooner marry 
her to one of his Grooms tha to FEARNAN DO. 
The violent and unaccuſtomed Fury he had been 
in, was byrtful only to himſelf; he was ſeiz'd im- 
mediately with a Diſorder, which, oblig'd. him to 
take his Bed, and in a very few Hours diſcover'd 
itſelf to be mortal — He ſent for a Lady, who 
every body knew he had a great Eſteem for, her 
Name was BERINTRHIA, ſhe was Abbeſs of a 
Monaſtery of AuG vusTINEs, and, in her Preſence, 
gave directions to a Perſon proper to be apply'd 
to in fuch Caſes, for his Will, and order'd the dif. 
'poſal of his . Eſtate ; which being finiſh'd, he liv'd 
— enough to fign it, and then, as he had no 
farther Buſineſs with Life, gave up the Ghoſt, 
without permitting FELISINDA to come into his 
preſence. She was immediately inform'd of it, 
and the grief of loſing a Parent, who had in every 
thing but her Love for FExNanDo, been the 
moſt indulgent one that ever was, joyn'd to the 
ſhock of not- being admitted to take a parting 
Bleſſing. threw her into Agonies, which for ſome 
time made her want but little of being reduced 
to the Condition he was in, 
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BERINTRAHIA ſtay'd in the Houſe till after the 


Funeral; and every thing being over, ſent a diſpatch 
for FERNAN DO, who was yet ignorant of all 
that had happened. The Reader will eaſily gueſs, 
that when the Tidings was brought him, he was 
not altogether inconſolable for the Death of A- 
VARK1o; Who, tho' regarded by him with all 
imaginable Veneration and Gratitude, as his Pa- 
tron and Friend, cou'd not be put in Balance 
with the Love he had for a Miſtreſs He 
believ'd himſelf now ſecure of FELISIN DA, 
and was too full of that extatick View, to' allow 


room for Grief. *Tis alſo to be ſuppos'd that this 


Conſideration was no ſmall Alleviator of that fair 
Mourner's Sorrows ——— ſhe cou'd not hear he was 
returning, and reflect that there was now no 
Obftacle to impede the Gratification of their mu- 
tual Wiſhes, without feeling a Pleaſure, which 
overcame her Melancholy, and very much con- 
duc'd to reſtore her to her former Health. When 
they met, tho' it was in the Preſence of Bs k1N- 
THIA, it was with all the Tranſports of the moſt 
violent Affection; but that Lady not permitting - 
them to take more than one Embrace; Hold, 
cry'd ſhe, miſtaken Pair! you are not yet ſo ſe- 
cure. of each other, as you may imagine; the Death 
of ALvarro has not left you without a Bar 
between you, Which I believe you will find it dif- 
ficult to get over—— But, continued ſhe; I will 
not keep you in ſuſpence, I know I feem to ſpeak 


in Riddles, therefore will not delay the unfold- 


ng of your Fate. She waited not for a Reply, nor 
did the Amazement they were in at her Words, 
permit them to make any; but calling immediately 
for the Perſon who was in, Poſſelſion of Ar- 
vaRTo's Will, order'd him to read it out aloud ; 
the Contents of which, after the cuſtomary. Prelude 
in ſuch Writings was, that he bequeathed his whole 


Rſtare to be equally divided between PA 


NANDO 


— 
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NAM DO and FEBTISLNM DA, on Condition that 
they married not each other; for the prevention of 
winch, be order'd that FEBLISIN DA ſhou'd be 
carried into the Monaſtery of AuGUsTINES, 
under the Guardianſhip and Care of the Lady Ab- 
beſs of that Place, and there to remain till either 


Don Car Los ſhou'd return, or ſhe ſhou'd make 
Choice of any other Perſon, whom BEK1NTHIA - 
| ſhou'd approve for her Husband : All this was ſet 
down in the moſt binding Form of Law, with the 
Penalty  annex'd, of an Eternal Curſe on them, 


if they broke thro' this Command. A Clap of 
Thunder tearing all before it, and threatning Na- 
ture with univerſal Ruin, cou'd not be more 


' dreadful to the Lovers, than this unlook'd- for 
Blow; they had ſcarce time to teſtiſie what it was 


each thought on this mutual and. dreadful Diſap. 
pointment, before BERINTH1I A, punctual in dif. 
charging the Truſt repos'd in her, told them they 
| 2 part for ever; and finding neither of them 

eem'd to regard her Perſuaſions, was oblig'd to 
exert that Authority, which ALVARA I o had tranſ- 

ferr'd to her, and, by the Aſſiſtance of her Servants, 
forc'd em from each other's Arms. Never was 
there a more moving Scene; FELISIND A was 
carry id into the Coach more dead than alive, and 
her deſpairing Lover left in an Agony of Grief, 
which came pretty near Diſtraction — Had theſe 
Orders been put into the Hands of any other Per- 
ſon than whoſe they were, he had certainly done 
ſome deſperate Action, to have made em repent 
accepting the Commiſſion; but BERINTHTA was 
a Lady for whoſe rung Piety, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, he had been aß t to have the high. 


eſt Veneration, and from whoſe Bounty he had for- 
merly-receiv'd great Favours, and beſide, there was 
ſomething in her, which he cou'd not account for, 
that more than all I have nam'd, commanded. his 
Reſpzct, and rendered it impoſſible for him % 
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treat her as he wou'd have done any other in the 
like Circumſtance — ſhe ſtaid ſome Moments, 
endeavouring to conſole him; but finding the 
ſtorm of preſent Grief too violent, to admit of 
Arguments, left him to go to ERBLILISIN DA, who 
recover'd not from her Swoon till ſhe was brought 
into the Monaſtery, 1 | 

No T HI NG. cou'd be more carefully look'd after 
than ſhe was by this good Abbeſs, who indulg d 
her with all Tenderneſs imaginable, in every Wiſh 
but Liberty, and the Sight of her dear FER NAN DO; 
but that, alas! was the All of her Deſires; nor 
cou'd all the Arguments ſhe made uſe of to con- 
vince her, how much better it was not to ſee him, 
ſince Fate had, decreed them different Fates, 
than by continuing a Converſation, keep alive a 
hopelets Flame, which wou'd in time {conſume 
its Owners, have any effect at all on her ;. ſhe'ſtill 

rſiſted in her Entreaties, for leave to entertain 

im at the Grate ; and being ſtill deny'd, had like 
to have fallen into a languiſhing Melancholly=— 
There was in the Cloyſter a young Devotee, whom 
Conſtraint more than Inclination had oblig'd to 
enter ; her Year of Probation being almoſt expir'd, 
ſhe had a greater Liberty than thoſe who were but 
lately come in: This young Lady, whoſe Name was 
ALANTHA, took a very great kindneſs for F E- 
LISINDa; from the firſt moment ſhe ſaw her, 
and conſequently extreamly pityed her Suffe- 
rings: One day as they were fitting together in 
ALanTHA's Cell, ſhe entreated her to give her 
the Hiſtory of her Misfortunes, and the Reaſons 
for which ſhe was debarr'd the Priviledge of the 
Grate, which every body beſide herfelt enjoy d; 
which when the other had oblig'd her in relating, 
ſhe told her, if ſhe could be of any ſervice to her, 
ſhe might depend on her readineſs to do it. Fn i 
Sin DA look'd on her as an Angel ſent to relieve 
her, and made her ten thouſand Netributions, and 
n Un- 
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immediately aſſur'd her, that ſhe: cou'd be of 
the greateſt importance, if ſhe wou'd take upon 
her to deliver a Letter to-FexnaAnNvDdo, who ſhe 
did not doubt wou'd be every day at the Grate, 
expecting to get a fight of her. ALAN THA told 
her, ſne wou'd not only do that, but convey his 
Anſwers alſo by the ſame means. This being con- 
cluded on, the Soul- afflicted FRLIISINDA, went 
to prepare her Letter; which ſhe filled with a 
million of ſoft Complainings of their mutual Miſ- 
fortune, conjuring him to everlaſting Love, and 
renewing all the Vows ſhe had before made never 
to be but his — Aſſoon as ſhe had finiſh'd, ſhe 
return'd with it in her Hand to ALAN THA, who 
taking it from her, = any that Inſtant, where, 
as they imagin'd the de pairing FERNAN Doftood, 
vainly expecting when he ſnould ſee the Charmer of 
his Soul appear, and not able to comprehend the 
meaning that among ſo many as he ſaw daily crowd 
to ĩt, ſhe ſhou'd never come in hope of ſeeing him, 
the deſcription FEL1sanDa had given of him, made 
him immediately known to ALAN THA; but re- 
ſolving to be certain, watched her Opportunity of 
the reſt of the Nuns being withdrawn, to beckon 
him to come as near as he cou'd; which he obeying, 
ſhe ask d him if his Name were not FBRNAN PDO! 


and he having anſwer'd her it was, ſhe: put the 


Letter into his hand : The ſight of the Superſcrip- 
tion, immediately inform'd him of the dear Wri- 
ter; he ſnatch'd it from her with an Eagerneſs 
becoming his Paſſion, and putting it to his Mouth, 
ſeem'd to rivet his Lips to it Suſpend your 
Raptures, cry'd ALaNTHA in a low Voice, till 
you are in a place more convenient to indulge 
them; here they may be dangerous to the conti- 
nuance of your Correſpondence —— Come to mor- 


row about this time, and bring your Anſwer, Fzr- - 


NA NDO was about to make her ſome part of the 
Acknowledgments the Fayour ſhe had done him 
£12; | Wa. | merited, 
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merited, but ſhe turn'd away as ſhe had done 
ſpeaking, and waving her hand to him to be gone, 
put him in mind, the greateſt proof of Complafſance 
wou'd be Obedience; — and indeed ſhe had 
2 Cauſe for what ſhe did, for he ſaw imme- 

iately after, the Lady Abbeſs herſelf coming to- 
ward the Grate——=Tho' he paſſionately long'd to 


Peruſe the Contents of what he had juſt receiy'd, 


yet the regard he had for her, imagining he had 

en ſeen by her, prevented him from going till 
he had firſt ſpoken to her. She receiv'd him with 
that Aﬀability and Tenderneſs, with which he had 
been accuſtom'd to be treated by her; but not all 
his Entreaties cou'd win her to give him a moment's 
ſight of FELISINDA; which he now preſt with 
the greater earneſtneſs, to keep her from gueſſing 
any thing of the ſecret Correſpondence he was in 
hopes to have by the Friendſhip of AtLanTHA. 


-But ſhe made uſe of the ſame Reaſons ſhe had 


done to FEL1$1N DI, perſuading him not to reſiſt 
the Decrees of Deftiny, but make himſelf as eaſy 
as poſſible in a Misfortune which it was impoſſibſe 


to retrieve. He liſtned to her with that-refpe&t 


which was her due; but what effect her Arguments 


had on him, let thoſe who have experienced the 
Force of Love be judge: Having at laſt diſengaged 


himſelf, he went home, to feaſt Reflection, and re- 


vive decaying Hope, with the aſſurance that he 


was ſtill as dear as ever where he alone wiſh'd to 


continue ſo, His Anſwer to her's was much to the 
| ſame purpoſe of what ſhe had writ, all Love, and 


tender Proteſtations; but becauſe there was nothi 
in either of them very material to the Story, I wil 


THEyY continued writing to each other con- 


ſtantly every day by the means of ALAN THA; 


and both of them enflam'd with a mutual Ardor of 
conſummating that Happineſs they ſo long lan- 
guilh'd for, at laſt they hit on a Medium, _ 
C&/ # +3 ©T *S b em 


ſeem'd to promiſe them Succeſs: Ax vA 10% 
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Eſtate was ſo vaſtly great, that being divided be- 
tween them, either part was ſufficient to enable 
the Poſſe ſlor to live not only in a handſome but a 
grand manner; it was therefore agreed that FE R- 
NA N DO ſhould turn his Moiety into ready Money, 
and ſhip it off; for that when every thing was rea- 
dy, by ſome Stratagem, which they truſted to In- 
vention to contrive, ſhe ſhou'd make her Eſcape 
from the Monaſtery, and go with him to ſettle 
there, leaving her own part the Forfeiture of the 
Penalty AL vART o had laid on em. All this by 
Letters was carryed on and agreed to by each; 
and FERNAND® giving out that he could not 
bear to live in Valladolid, after the knowledge 
that FELISINDA was not allotted for him, he 


diſpos' d of every thing without, any ſuſpicion of 


the true Cauſe for which he did it. BERNTHIa, tho? 
ſhe appear'd very much concern'd that he was go- 
ing. Kd no: offer to diſſuade him, believing it wou'd 
be the only effectual means to cure him of his 
hopeleſs Paſſion. | 

NorTH3 NG now remained but how to get F x- 
L1SINDA from the Monaſtery : ſhe was ſo dili- 
gently obſerv'd both Night and Day, ſcarce a mo- 
ment without ſome or other of the Nuns with her, 


that her Eſcape ſeem'd an utter Impoſſibility. After 


a great number of fruitleſs Projections, at laſt it 
was reſoly'd that FEARNAN Do ſhou'd leave Val- 
ladolid before any thing was attempted, judg- 
ing, with Reaſon, that if he were gone, ſhe wou'd 
be left much more at Liberty, and that. he ſhould 
commiſſion ſome Truſty Friend to convey her 
to Bruſſels, where he having alſo been ſome time be- 
fore, ſhon'd prepare every thing for her Reception. 
It was very difficult for FExNANDo to couſent 
to the leaving her behind him; but there appeari 

no other means to free her, he was oblig'd to vield 


BERIN- 


tothe cruel Necefliy, He took his leave in form of 
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BERINTHIA, and expreſt ſo unfeign'd a con- 
cern that he was not permitted to fee FEL1s 1 N- 
DA before his departure, that that Lady had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of his Deſigns, The Perſon he 
entruſted to aſſiſt FzLr181NDA in her Eſcape,. 
and conduct her to him, was one, of whoſe Inte- 
grity he had many Proofs, and he embark'd with 
more Courage than himſelf believ'd he ſhould have 


had, ſo much did he depend on the Friendſhip of 


this Confidante, and the good Nature of Ar a N- 
THE 2 But now it was time for Fortune, who had 
long befriended him, to turn her Wheel, and 
change the pleaſing proſpect of approaching Joys, 
for Miſery, Perplexity and Deſpait. „ 
Tuar Commiſeration, which at firſt had induced 
ALAN TA A : favour the Correſpondence, between 
theſe unhappy Lovers, were now turn'd into a 
quite contrary Paſſion ; ſhe found too many 
Charms in FERNAN Do, not to enyy FELISIN= 
DA the conſtant Aſſiduities he paid her; ſhe ne- 
yer ſaw him without feeling a conſiderable additi- 
on of her Paſſion, and not knowing how, without*” 
a diſcovery of the Cauſe, to break off the Com- 
merce ſhe ſo generouſly had begun to „ Was 
almoſt diſtracted to think ſhe, was oblig' d to- ha 
aiding to her Rival's Happineſs, Every thing bei 
now in ſo fair a way for the compleating th 
mutual Felicity, and the Man gone, the ſight of 
whom ſometimes was all ſhe had to enable her to 
go through ſo difficult a Task, her Vexation, her 
Deſpair, grew beyond all bounds, — She paſt 
her Days in Agitations not to be expreſt, and her 
Nights in Agonies, which were near depriving her 
of her Senſes— The remembrance of every 
tender Expreſſion FERNANDO had utter'd at the 
Grate in fayour of FBIISINDà, the tranſport - 
Which appear'd in his Eyes whenever he receiv'd a 
Letter, was like a Vulture preying inceſſantly on 
ber vital Spirits ; —— but whea ſhe refletted 0 
neſs e 
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they wou'd in ſhort time meet with all the Rap- 
tures of endearing Love, to part no more, ſhe 
was utterly bereft of Reaſon | 
times on the point of betraying all their Meaſures 
to the Abbeſs; but then the Reflection how guilty 
he muſt appear in having concerted them, pre- 
vented her, In this truly pitiable Condition did 
ſhe remain ſome time; at laſt, the Friend of 
FERNANDO enquiring for her at the Grate, ſhe 
went to hear what News, and was told by him, 
that hearing FELISINDA had now the liberty 
of walking in the Garden, he had found a way 
for her Belivery, and withal, ſlipt through the 
Grate a little Bundle and a Letter, ſaying, that con- 


rain'd Directions how ſhe ſhou'd proceed: AL ax- 


T HA took it ; but inſtead of carrying it as directed, 
retir'd to her Cell, and breaking it open, found it 
contain'd as follows. | 


To Donna FE L ISIN DA. 
HE Confidence Don FERNANDO repos'd in my 
& Ability and Care in conducting to his Arms the 
- excellent FELISIND A, is too great an Honour 
not to oblige my utmoſt Services —— I have invent- 
ed many Stratagems for your Eſcape, but none has ſo 
little the appearance of Danger as this which I now 
offer, it is a Ladder of Silk Cords, made ſo ſmall, 
that you may eaſuly conceal it in your Pocket till the 
happy Opportunity for making uſe of it arrives, 
which I hope may be about Twelve this Night 
1 preſume, when the young Nun riſes to the Bell, you 
may eaſily flip out after her into the Garden, the 
Chappel joining to it there is a Breach I have 
obſery'd in one part of it, and you may without much 
a#iſſiculty get up to rhe Top on the inſide, then for ger- 
þ - #54 ting 


She was ſome- 
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ung down on the other, the Ladder, on which s 
uu find two little Hooks to faſten it to the Wall, will 
aſſiſt yon; it is ſtrong enough to bear a greater weight 
than yours, and at the bottom you wil find, with 
Horſes ready to convey you, him who i with all ſince- 
rity yours and Don FExNanDo's _ 

' Moſt zealouſſy devoted Servant, 
| CLEOMAS, 

A r reading this, a ſudden thought came on 
diately into her Head, that ſhe might at once diſ- 
appoint FEL1SINDA of all her Hopes, and re- 
enjoy the Bleſling once more of ſeeing her admir'd 
FERNANDoO, by making uſe of the Ladder herſelf 
and paſſing on CLEOMAs for FELISINDas —— 
ſhe knew he had never ſeen that Lady, nor herſelf, 


but in a Veil, ſo that the difference between them 
wou'd not make diſcovery of her Treaſon ſhe 


cou'd not indeed expect a very kind reception from 


il 


FExxNANDo when brought to him, but ſhe left 
the Eventar that to Fortune, fometimes flattering 
herſelf it Time and Abſence joyn'd to the im- 
prob there won'd chen appear of ever feeing 

ELIS&IND A more, might abate ſome part of the 
Fervout of his Affection, and the diſcovery of a 
Paſſion ſo great as hers, win him to make a fuirable 
Return—She reſolv'd, however, to make Tryal of 
it ; ſhe could be, at worſt, but rejected by him, and 
ſhe ſhould have this Conſolation, that her Rival was 
not in poſſeſſion of a Happineſs which ſhe yaialy 
languiſh'd fo. F 
Suk was not indeed without ſome Shadow of 
Reaſon in imagining, according to the Temper 
of Mankind, that FERNAN DO wou'd in time be 
brought to prefer the preſent, kind, obliging Fair, 
to one who was at a vaſt diſtance from him, and who 
he oou'd not hope to ſee without encountring in- 
+ i hah | numerable 
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numerable Dangers —— To cheriſh this Hope, ſhe 
had the. conſideration of her own Charms, which 
in reality were ſuch, as few cou'd equalize In 
ſhort, her Paſſion furniſh'd her with Arguments ſut- 
ficient to convince her, the Deceit ſhe was about to 
| rs; would be fayourable 10 ber Deſires z and 
e was no leſs impatient for the Hour than FEz L r- 
SINDA_wou'd. haye, been, bad the Leiter of 

CLEOMAS not been intercepted.- | 
Tux appointed Hour arriv'd, every thing ſuc- 
ceeded according to her Wiſhes; ſhe got over the 
Wall with all the eaſe imaginable; and finding 
CI OuAs at the bottom, was mounted by him 
on a Horſe he brought with him for the purpoſe — 
they trayell'd all Night for fear of a Purſuit, and 


_ 


taking By-Roads rengred it impoſſtble for any who 
ſhouꝰ'd be ſent in ſearch of them to diſcover which 
way they took. ALAN THA hugg'd herſelf with 
the ſecret ſatisfaction of having circumvented her 
Rival, and began to aſſure herſelf of a fortunate 
Concluſion of an Affair, the beginning of which to 

bad met with ſo much ſucceſs: But Heaven wou'd ha 
not ſuffer the Treachery ſhe had, been guilty of to be 
2 unpuniſh' dz by Deceit ſhe hop'd to obtain her 
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Wiſhes, and by Deceit it was, that ſhe was made W 
to repent the Injuftice ſhe had done, What is m. 
there ſo forcible as Love! when once that burning ing 
Paſſion rages in the Blood, vain are all the Tyes ſhy 
of Honour, Friendſhip, Gratitude, . even Intereſt, cat 
the World's Idol, pleads but faintly when oppos'd no 
againſt it! —— The Charms of the {uppos'd F E- be 
LISIN DA had an Effect top violent on the amo- ſol 
_ rous Heart of CLEOMaAs for him to retain any pet 
other Conſideration — his Promiſes to FE re Sw 
NANDo, the long Friendſhip that had been be- the 
tween them, ſeem'd light to the Gratification of to 
bis Wiſhes. — He loy'd and muſt: enjoy; he had fel 
J in opportunity, and reſoly 'd to make ule of it ne\ 
He avoided, , boweyer, giving her any 2960p pre 
ee 1 4 
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kiſpe& the Sentiments he had for her, till they 
were in a Wood a little diſtance he Port 
where they where to take Ship; the Solitude of 
that place adding to the Boldneſs which his wild 
Paſſion had inſpir'd, he there began to talk to her 
in a manner which both ſurpriz'd and frighted 
her; but aſſuming as much Courage as the could, 
ſhe anſwer'd him in Terms, which ſhe hop'd 
might ſtrike an Awe into him; but the Deſires he 
was poſſeſt of were not of a Nature to be eaſily 
quelt'd, the Delicacies of Love were what he was 
utterly a Stranger to, and capable of no reflection 
but the Satisfaction of his brutal Wiſhes, inſtead: 
of deſiſting his Importunities, proſecuted them 
with greater vehemence, every moment offering 
at Liberties which made her tremble: Come, 


Madam, ſaid he, the Attempt and the Accompliſh- 


ment of my Deſires are of equal Conſequence — 
either wou'd ruin me with FERNANDO: I' ſhall 


thereſore take the ſecureſt Method to —_— you 


to ſecrecy, and at the ſame time make my felt the 
happieſt of Mankind in ſpeaking theſe Words 
ing her 
into the thickeſt and moſt lonely part of the 
Wood, when her Shrieks and Cries drew a Gentle- 
man to her Aſſiſtance, who happened to be walk- 
ing a little diſtance from them for his Diverſion; 
ſhe call'd to him for Protection as ſoon as he 
came in fight, and begg'd him to defend her Ho- 
nour from that inhumane Raviſher. CILEOMAS 
being enter'd into Villainy, wou'd not go back, re- 
ſolving that nothing ſhould prevent him from per- 
petrating the deſign he had begun: He had his 
Sword immediately drawn, and making a Paſs at 
the other with greater Fury than Skill, lay open 
to the Thruſt he gave, Which piercing his Heart, he 
fell that moment dead — ALAN THA, who had 
never been accuſtom'd to ſuch Alarms, had not 
un enough of Mind to ſuſtain two ſuch; 02 | 
| 2 the 
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the offer'd Violation of her Honour, and the dread- 
ful Conſequence of preſerving it occaſion'd ; ſhe 
fainted away on the Graſs aſſoon as ſhe had ſeen 
CLEzoMAS expire, and the Stranger drawing near 
to her Aſſiſtance, and lifting up her Veil, diſcover'd 
to his great ſurprize who ſhe was, for he had been 
perfectly acquainted with her Family and ſelf, be- 
fore her Father, to gratifie a ſecond Wife, had 
ſent her to the Monaſtery nor was ſhe leſs 
aſtoniſh'd, when coming to herſelf, ſhe found 
ſhe was indebted to Don CARLOS for her 
Relief. It was indeed no other than that Gen- 
tleman, who a voluntary Exile from Vallado- 
lid had come to that place, with a deſign to em- 
bark with the firſt Ship bound for Bruſſels, having 
a deſire to ſee that Court, and to try if Abſence 
would have the Power to reſtore him to his former 
Tranquillity — tho' he had a great deal of Curi- 
olity to know what ſtrange Adyenture had brought 
. ALANTHa, ſo accompany'd, to that part of the 
Country ſo diſtant from her Relations, yet his Love 
got the better of it, and the firſt queſtion he ask'd 
was of FEL1$INDA: ſhe made no ſeruple to 
inform him of the Deathof Al VAR o, bis ſtrange 
Will, which while it decreed FERNANDO toa 
. Moiety of his Eſtate, debarr'd him of his Daughter, 
of the mutual Affection which was between her 
and that young Gentleman, and of the Stratagem 
he contriv'd to gether from the Monaſtery ; but 
when ſhe came to relate the Diſappointment, 


which ſtill detain'd her there, ſhe paus'd and bluſh'd, 


not knowing in what manner to reveal either the 
Deceit ſhe had been guilty of, or the Occaſion of 
it. CarLos, who was far from imagining the 
true Reaſon of her Silence, felt a painful Impa- 
tience to know the Conſequence, and entreated 
her to proceed: If your Good Nature for me, ſaid 
he, makes you unwilling to relate what you be- 
lieye may give me Diſquiet, I beg you to . 
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J ſuffer more in this rr but why do 
1 name Suſpence? I am already but too well aflur'd 
ſhe loves FERNAN Do, and have demonſtrated 
by reſigning all thoſe glorious Pretenſions her 
Father's Goodneſs gave me, that her Felicity is 
infinitely dearer to me than my own — Speak 
then, Madam! continu'd he, ſpeak the vaſt En- 
dearments of this Happy Pair— Say their Deſigns 
were anſwer'd with Succeſs =——_ they met 

were married. and now in ſome bliſsful Privacy 
reap the full Harveſt of their Fey Joys. The 
Agonies with which he utter'd theſe words made 
ALANTHA bear him Company in ſighs ; ſhe 
knew by Experience too much what ſorts of Pangs 
thoſe are which accompany deſpairing Love, not 
to pity his; and willing to appeaſe the preſent 
Turnult of his Soul, tho* by it ſhe diſclos'd the 
weakneſs of her own; No, Don CAR TL os, anſfwer'd 
ſhe, you have this Conſolation, that they triumph 
not over your too generous Paſſion, a ſudden Ca- 
price of Fate has rendred their Condition rather to 
be pity'd than envy'd-——they truſted a Friend 
that Friend betray'd them —— they now are par- 
ted, 'tis probable for ever. —a FERNANDO 
has Charms, which can ſubvert one's very Nature, 
turn Truth itſelf to Falſhood, and force the Heart, 
moſt ſcorning Treachery, to practiſe it — at 
leaſt, purſu'd ſhe, holding down her Head, and 
putting her Handkerchief up to her Eyes, the loſt 
ALAN THA has found it ſo ſhe cou'd no 
more, Shame and Confuſion ſtopp'd the utterance 
of her Words; but this was ſufficient to make 
Don CarLtos gueſs who it was had been the 
Betrayer of their Deſigns ; however, being deſirous 
of knowing the whole Affair, he made uſe of all 
his Eloquence to perſuade her to a recital of the 
Particulars, which at length he prevail'd on her 
to do, Never was amazement equal to what 


he felt at this Account —— he had now no "wo 
| of 


1 R A oP" i ” 2 
88 The Porr F NATUR: 
of askigg the Affalrs of AT AN TNA, the latter 
art of the Hiſtory of FE. 151 DAS incladed 
hem : He ftgod for ſome Moments bury'd” in 
Contemplation on the Force of Love, and the 
ſtrange Turn of Fortune in ens thoſe 
Lovers, When each thought themſelyes on the 
 Yery bak” of Pep Tr his generous Heart 
truly. pitied their Diltreſs, and as much as the Na. 
ture of the Paſſion he was W with would per- 
e a 2 relief. dot all the Pangs he 


felt from his Delpair, cou'd render him ſelf- 
intereſted enough 8 of What ALAN THA i 

- had done, and Wonder'd that the ſame Paſſion | 
ſhou'd produce Effects fo valtly different— He, g 

o give the perſon hie adord. Content, had ſacrific'd 
his own; but ſhe had made herſelf unhappy, to 
 - afflii the Man ſhe loyd He could not Nb ſ 
expreſſing his Sentiments on the occaſion, in „ 
Terms, Which added to the Confuſion ſhe was e. 
before involy'd in; and as ſne was of a moſt excel- it 
t Diſpoſition, ſoft, and tenderly commiſerati le 
the Woes of others, till Deſpair and Love rend 
her incapable of being Mi reſs of her Actions, 7 
ſhe look d back With the utmoſt Shame and Re- in 
morſe on the Perfidy her ungovernable Paſſion had 7 
inconſiderately hurry'd her to commit; and being he 
ye 


willing to make what Atonement was in ber Power, 
told Bon CAA Os ſhe was reſolv'd to go to 
where ſhe knew FERNANDO Waited in expecta- thi 
tion of CT EOMUAS and FEUTSIND a,” and confeſs of. 
e Fault of | her diſtracted Paſſion, and joyn with ter 
him in the finding ſome other Expedient, which tha 
as be more lucky than the former, to reſtore I ba. 
m to thoſe Hopes her Falſhood had depri vd the 
him of. CARLOS extremely applauded her Re- cor 
ſolution, and to ſtrengthen her in it, made a large 
Encomium on Self-denial, and repreſented” how 
glorious it was to give Happineſs to others, iu ſo 
moving and elegant a manner, that The wag * 
4 * 4 In 
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him ſhe wou'd endeavour to deſerve that Character, 
tho' it ſhou'd coſt her Life in the Atrempt 
He alſo acquainted her with his Deſign of going 
to Bruſſels, and aſſur'd her that he wou'd take care 
of her till ſhe was ſafely arriv'd at Don FER“ 
NAND O's, | 
Fix*'Dd in this Determination, ſhe remain'd in a 
Lodging, which the obliging CaxLos had hir'd 
for ber, till the Winds, which were then perfectly 
averſe, ſhou'd favour their Embarking. After a 
long and tedious Expectation, an Opportunity at 
length offer'd, they had a proſperous Voyage, 
and in due Time arriv'd at Bruſſels. Enquiring for 
FERNANDO, they foon heard of him, but heard 
that he had that very day left the place, it was 
71: hh to return to Spain, of which Country he had 
declar'd himſelf a Native: ALAN THA, who tho! 
ſhe ſtill lov'd him to an infinite degree, was per- 


fectly ſincere in her Repentance, and was vex'd 


to the Soul at miſſing the Opportunity of proving 
it—— She complain'd of the Misfortune in Terms 
ſo lively and piercing, that CAR Los was prodi- 
ey affected with a Generoſity, which indeed 
is Example and Advice had the greateſt ſhare in 
inſpiring, and offer'd to accompany her back to 
Falladeli2, tho” it was a place, which to return to, 
he knew wou d rouze afreſh the Idea of his De ſpair; 
yet, full of an uncommon ſublimity of Paſſion; he 
reſolv'd to proſecute what he had begun, and fix 
the mp ineſs of FEL1SINDA, whatever became 
of himſelf ALAN THA rejoyc'd at his In- 
tention, and ſo eager were they in purſuing it, 
that the Fatigue of their late Journey and Voyage 
had ſcarce wore itſelf off; the Weather favouring 
their Intentions,” be fore they enter'd on a Se- 
cond - but AT AN THA unaccuſtom'd to the / 
Toils of Travel, fell fo ill at her Landing, That - 
was impoſſible for her to remove any farther and 
VOL. Iv. N . 
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The . 


. Los, Who had return'd as well to make her 
Peace with the Lady Abbeſs, as to endeavour to 
+ be ſerviceable 40 PEIISIN DI, wou'd not go 
to Valladolid without her; the Diſorders of her 
Mind, occaſion'd by the terrible Violence ſhe did 
her Paſſion, to render Juſtice to her Honour, added 
to her Malady, and ſhe continued too weak to 
undertake a Journey for ſome Months in that Con- 
dition; therefore let us leave her for a while, to 
ſee what was become of FEN NANO). 

Tur Faithful Lover, after having waited 
for ſome time the Arrival of CLzoMas and his 
dear FEL1S1N DA, grew at laſt ſo impatient at 
hearing no News of them, that he reſolv'd to re- 
turn to Valladolid, there to learn the Certainty of 
his Fate; a thouſand different Conjectures Pag 
taken their Turns, to torture him which 2 
but inceſſant Fears ; ſometimes he imagin'd ſome 
Accident had happen'd on the Road at others, 
his wild Fancy preſented FELISIX b a dead 
no he ſuſpected Cx BOM, then doubted her — 
he knew not what to think, nor which of theſe 
Evils would. be leaſt dreadtul-to de born but 
as there is nothing more impoſſible, by a Mind not 
ſtupid and inlenſible of either Hopes or Fears, to 
be — with Patience than Suſpence, eſpeci- 
ally where Love and the Intereſt of the belov'd 
Object is in queſtion, he cou'd not wait the flow 
| Reſult of all- diſcovering Time, for the Certainty 
of his Happineſs or Miſery He muſt imme- 
diately be aſſur d; and to that End left 
without any Conſideration what might be the 
Conſequence of being ſeen at Valladolid, it it 
were true that FEL181N DA had left the Mona- 
e ning worthy of Remark till he 

all paſs over the — his 
Journey,and only ſay;thathe was accompany'd with 


Cogitations, which * moment nes more and 
| more 
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of the Danger he had been in, and willi 
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more perplexing, and made little capable of feeling 
thoſe Fatigues which muſt of Conſequence aitend 
all who Travel in that manner his Impatience 
made him; for no Shipping being ready to go 
out, he embark'd in a kind of Ferry, which are 
only made uſe of to croſs ſome little Arm of the 
Sea, but are wholly improper to be truſted into tue 
main Ocean; and it was not without the Aſſurance 


of very great Rewards, that he preyail'd on the 
Men w 


o guided it, to venture on ſo dangerous an 
Expedition. It was indeed very near being a fatal 


one to them all, for they had ſcarce loſt fight of 


Land, when a Storm aroſe, and toſt the little 
Boat up and down with ſo much Violence, that at 


every Blaſt it ſeem'd to be o'erwhelmed ——— 


but the good Angel of Fxx NanDo was here, a 
in every other Accident of Life, moſt watchful o'er 
his Charge, and once more brought them ſafe 
to Shore, Our Heroe himſelf was ee hg. 


to ſhun 
Death, chiefly becauſe it wou'd depriye him of F E- 


'LISINDA, Was very well ſatisfied to find himſelt 


again on Land, tho the Place they were driven to 
was little different from a Deſart; no Houſe was 
to be feen in it, and he was oblig'd to take Shelter 
with his little Company in a Cottage, which be» 
long u to a Fiſherman, from the Fury of the yet 


. continuing Tempeſt - — Enquiring where 
he ” he found he was above Twenty 


Leagues diſtant from any Town; there was no 
ſach thing as a Horſe to be had; and aſſoon as 
the Weather clear d up a little, he was oblig'd to go 
on Foot, till he reach'd Malla, a little Village, 
where with much ado he accommodated himſelf, 
and in a few Days had the welcome fight of Val- 
ladolid — Nothing elſe having happen'd wor- 
thy of remark till he came therg, I ſhall- paſs 
over the Particulars, and only ſay Jar he was ac 
"TRIS. - "WA compani 
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34 The Farce of Na Aus: 
. company'd. with "Cogitations, which ever mo- 
Fier he grew more apc more, perplexing, and made 
8 little capable o feeling thoſe Fatigues, which 
muſt of Neceſſity attend Ai who travel in chat 
manger, which his Impatience had oblig d him to 
do. S0 infinitely ſuperior are the Diſorders of 
the Mind to any the Body can ſuſtain! - 
THE firſt Thing he did after his Arrival, at 
| Falladolia, was to enquire'for CI tomas; Fx 
being. told he had been a conſiderable time mid) 
and that where he had retir'd "himſelf was utterly 
1 ů— he fell into the moſt terrible Agonies 
imaginable; now, not doubting but that he had 
lay'd him falſe, and er 10 he rt SIND a far 
om dis 7 Me ever to fe 
: He Ns 7 dire 170 Monaltery, he ſhou'd 
Hi off B+ What an ſhe had been convey'd 
ny y. Irin, and from ALAN T AA 
” ed” 10mething farther of his Misfor- 
bk? ut before he had reach'd the outer Gate, 
ke, found himſelf ſeiz'd by Officers, who taking 


ke 85 him, told bs he was their Priſoner, | 


ith them The Surprize he 
ale bi not from asking t e Cauſe 
37 ps ot neither 7 AR 43 4 

h Taba ted, him to the 


think no 93 T's to Steal a Maid of 
walit from the Nunner — believe, 


4 ory vou my lik 0 to pay eat 72 Plea- 
1 5 8 were "there not enox Wee 
Crea ids but "You muſt Riviſh? Y Rayiſh from a 
Nun nety too! ——-= they were ranning on with a 
great deal more fuch like inſulting Fre. ons, 


which wou'd haye hk little r ya Man 
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of Fern an do's Spirit, at ariothet time; and 


unarm'd as he was, oblig'd him to ſome deſperate 


means of compelling them to more Ciilfty: but 


the firſt part of what they ſaid, had taken from him 


the Power of liſtning to the other; and not doubt- 
ing but that it was on FBLISIN DIA“ S account he 
was apprehended, and that ſhe was really: gone, 


was "now confirm'd in what before he trembled 
but to gueſs —— Is it then true! cry'd he, in 
an Agony of Soul, which is not to be expreſt, am 
I indeed ſo curſt, ſo loſt a Wretch ? 


Shut me from Light, from Food, from fight of 


Man; load me with lrons, torture me with Racks, 5 


tis all too little tor the curſt Author of that Dear, 
that Heavenly Maid's Undoing - Theſe Words, 
which his Deſpair made him utter, as being now 
perfectly affur'd that CLEoMAs had injur'd him 
with FELISIND A, of that ſome Accident either 
by Sea or Landhad happen'd to deſtroy them both, 
ſerv'd to make him appear more puilry, 
afterwards alledg'd as Proofs againft him. 
"Hz had been ſome Days in Priſon, before he 
Knew for what Cauſe he was put there — the 


Grief and Confuſion of his Mind not permitting. | 


him to ask any Queſtions, or ſend. to any of his 
Friends, he concluded that FELts1ND a owed her 
Death or the Ruin of her Honour to his unhappy 
Paſſion, and was ſo deſperate, that he lamented his 
Confinement vnly as it kept him from the means 
of ſearching for Lay where'er he cou'd imagine 
there was a proſpect of hearing what was become of 
her, which he now was far from hoping he cou'd* 


do in Falladolid. He was full of Reffections too 
terrible tor Deſcription, and little inferiour to thoſe 
which we conceive the Damn'd endure, and make | 


the ſevereſt Woes of Hell, when the Goaler de-- 
. N. 3 liver'd: 


Fatat 
Effect of my preſumptuous Paſſion ! —— take me, 
continu'd he raving, do with me what you will + 


36 ac 


. « liver'd him a Letter, which knowing by the Cha- 
racter on the Superſeription that it came from 

Donna, Bex1NTHI1 A, he mm and found 
it a. '< hoſe. Lines, 


To Don FERNANDO. 


| 7. E Intereſt 1 take in your Aﬀairs, makes me 

notleſs concern d at you Indiſcretion, in putting © 

' yourſelf in the Power of your Enemies, than 1 
22 angry at the Crime which bas juſtly created you 

fo many. 8 Paſſion for A LAN THA been 2 
4s a Maid of her Quality and Accompliſhments me- 
rited from you, why was not the Conſent ask'd of thoſe 
who had the Power of diſpoſing her? or why was not 
1 conſulred, who for many Reaſons would have ri- 
75774 to have been ſerviceable in that 9 — 
but I will not reproach you far what you have done, 
but according to the fincere Friendſhip I ever have had 
for you, adviſe you in what you are to do 
Tho” 1 bepe you need not any Arguments to prevail 
on you, to repair the Injury you have done that Lady's 
Honour, by ; by paphickly Marrying her, i it is I know what 
will be from you, and it will have much the 
better Face if you do A uncompell'4 —F 11 SINDA 
jeyns with me in thi; Requeſt; for tho" ſhe cannot very 
| Teadily forgive a Rival, who. under the pretence of 
Friendſhip. robb'd her of a Heart ſhe thought herſelf 
ſecure of, has yet too great a Tenderneſs for you 10 
endure you hn d 1 faffer yourſelf to fall into the Incon- 
veniencies and a . W which * m elſe 
r 2 | 
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Ike Father and Relations of ALANTH A, are pre- 

paring to bring you to a Tryal ; I am. afraid it will 
not be in the Power all the Friends youcan raiſe 
to enable you to fland againſt ſo juſt a Complaint as 


that alledy'd ayaimſt yon; neither will it be for the 


Reputation of any to attempt your Vinditation —— 
Bren my EA — 72 by Friendſhip, muſt 
plead againſt you in the Right of her who Was com- 
mitted to my Care See therefore that you produce 
her — Produce her as your lawful wie, and by 
that Claim, I hope you will be allow'd to. compenſate 
both with that Saint whoſe Shrine you have depriv'd 
N an intended Devotee, and the Family whom your 
wngovern'd Paſſion has diſhonour'd As for the 
Aron to me, I readily forgive it, and as far as it 
becomes my Sex and Place, ſhall Endeavour to ſofien. 
the Severity of your Accuſation. 


BERKINTHIA.- 


Ir is here I muſt entreat my Reader to ima» 
dine himſelf FERNAN DO; it will be otherwiſe 
impoſſible for bim ro comprehend either the Sur. 
prize or Joy, which at reading this Epiſtle ſeia d 
on his Soul — to find that FELIISIN DA was 
ſafe, was well, and in the Monaſtery, afforded him 
a Satisfaction adequate to the Tortures he nad been 

afflicted with, while he beliey'd it otherwiſe 

But to find himfelf accus'd of a Crime of which 
he was entirely innocent, and to be told that ſhe; 
for whoſe ſake he had ſuffer'd- ſo much, imagin'd 
him falſe; ungrateful, and perfidious, rais'd a Tu- 
mult in his Thoughts, which nothing cou'd equa- 
Nze, but the Wonder what it was which had occa- 
ſon'd Suggeftions ſo vaſtly diftant from the 
Truth <——— to hear that ALANTHA was gone, 
and FEIISIN DA remain'd behind, were Incon- 
ſiſtencies ſuch as he could not recolfile, nor find 
any way to account for, —— His Mind; hows 
70 N 4 | ever. 
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38 De Force of NATURE: 
ever, being much more at Eaſe than it had been, 
he endeavour'd in the firſt place to clear his ſuſ- 
11 Faith to FBIISIN Da, and his Honour to 
BBRINT RIA, and accordingly writ to them bath, 
which containing Repetitions of what the Reader 
is already acquainted with, will be but needleſs to 
inſert'——— but not all the Affection which theſe 
Ladies had for him, cou'd make either of em be- 
lieve the Afﬀeyeration he made that he was entirely 
ignorant of ALANTHA's Flight, and BER1NT.H1A 
- Teem'd extremely angry that the, timely, Caution 
ſhe bad given bim, had been ſo. little regarded: 
The writ to him again, aſſuring him that rhoſe lit- 
tle Evxaſions bich he made uſe of to excuſe him- 
ſelf xo her, wou'd be of no weight before à Judges 
and that it was rather an Aggravation of his Guile, 
than the Contrary, to deny it that ALAN THa's 
Eſcape was plainly prov'd to be by his Iuſtigations, 
baue having ſeft a Perſon to aſſiſt her in it, and con- 
vey her to him, and that the Difcavery. of this 
happem d throꝰ the diſtraction of F,zi1s1x DA whe 
| ſhe, found ſhe. had been abus'd with à fictitious 
Story, by a Letter which CLROMAS had writteff 
to ALAN TH, and happen'd to be found after her 
departure in her Cell, — By this FEN NANO 
had ſomething more light into the Affair of his 
Accuſation than before He now -perteiv'd 
that ALAN THA had been taken away by C1 10 
» 4s; but whether thro' miſtake or deſign he cdu d- 
not gueſs, any more than be cou'd to what place 
they were gone, or amar if CLEoMASs were 
| ls enamour'd of that Lady, he did not alfo 
convey the other, as he had promis'd him with 2 
thauſand Oaths he wou'd To all this he 
was yet in the Dark, and it appear'd ſo intricate 
> Bullncls, that the more Conjectures he form'd, 
the more impoſſible he thought it for any of them 
to be the night 3 He. gave bimſelf not much trouble 


about 
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about preparing a Defence againſt the Accuſations: 
to RES ainſt him; for conſcious” of his 


Innocence 5 they ſhou'd- alledge, he doubted F 


not but to — it wth ole writ, indeed, 
{everal other Letters to Donna BEKIN\THI AA, and 
his dear FELISIN DA; but they believ'd them- 
ſelves ſo much affronted and injur'd by his Deceit, 
that they forbore ſending to him for many days, 
which was a ſenſible Afff iction to him; but he con- 
ſoled himſelf with the belief, that in a little Time 
he ſhou'd be clear'd in their Opinion. One Eve- 
ning as he was ſitting full of various Perturbations, 
a Letter was brought to him from BERINXTRAHIA, 
which gave him à great deal of Satisfaction to 
receive, not only becauſe: he hop'd to hear ſome- 
ing of FELIS1ND&A, but alſo that he felt a 
Tenderneſs for that Lady, which made him pleas d 
to find himſelf not forgotten by her. The man- 


r bim was this. 3 ' 
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„0 the little 18 "with * Shih e | frege 
your Friends, ought to forfeit you their 9 

* am ſtill ſo math yours, 44 to conjure yon not 10 
trifle” away your Time : Believe, me, yon will. find. all 

that is allowed Fax Hill yaur Tryal, to- lietle te make 

an Intereſt, ; ſuch as Your Cauſe requires — 

might indee: 1 an immediate end to. the Diffis ties 
1 in, producing 21 UA N 1 H 15 and acknow- | 

ging ber your Wife 3, but your obſtinat« perſiſting in 
counter feiting an ignorance. of her Afairs, makes me 
fear o 40 not hing that is Jul. or Honourable by. 
that. Unhappy Lady; and the ny" it gives me, to 
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| 40 | The Force of N ATURE; 
| Parceint you have fo little profited by thoſe Advantages 


of Education, which you recerv'd from the Goodneſs of 
ALVAR1o, or the. Admonitions I have taken ſo 


much pains to give ou, is infinitely beyond what you 


can have any notion of I beg of you, however, 
F neither Conſcience nor Gratitude can move you, that 


Jou uni have ſame regard to your own Safety, and not, 


thro' yourſelf, wound more ſeverely than you have yet 
dene, the: Soul r Te: "0231 1 
eh T elt m * the Afflicted 
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-, *T1s hard to ſay, whether the Tenderneſs of this 
Letter fill'd him with more Softneſs, than the Re- 
proaches it contain'd, did with Perplexity — 
He anſwer'd it as he had done the former ones, 
and long' d with an undiſcribable Impatience for 
the Hour in which his Innocence ſhou'd be known, 
and he reſtor'd to the Fayour he was accuſtomed 


to ind from her. 


bo 1 


was ſummon'd before Perſons appointed for his 
Judges; his Tryal came on, but not as he ex- 
1 He was charg'd not only with Stea- 

ng ALANTHA from the Monaſtery, but alſo 


with her Death; and nothing but his producing her, 


was ſufficient to remove this Accuſation — 
Ie was in vain for him to atteſt his Innocence in 


vajn that he proteſted he never had any Acquaintance 
with that Lady, but as  fhe befriended him in de- 
Rvering his Letters to FRLISIN DA; his Oath 
would not be taken in his own Defence, 
He bad no body to appear for him, and his. Accu: 
fers were numerous all the Kindred of 
Ak AN rn, wich all the Intereſt they cou'd raiſe—- 
and to thoſe he had a great many other as impla- 


cable Enemies added. Seyeral there were 
Ae | | * ; 4 who 


r length the long expected Day arriv'd. | He 
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who bore him a ſecret Grudge for his being be- 
Iov'd by FELISIN DA, and not a few who; nearly 
related to AL VARIO, hateg him on the Account 
of that Moiety of the Eſtate left him by Will, 
which they imagin'd an injury to them, and believ'd | 
he had by Artifices wound himſelf into that Gen- 
tleman's Favour, and thereby [defrauded them of 
their Right in fine, every thing was againſt - 
him: Appeatances and the Inclinationof the Judges 
join'd to make him Guilty, and he was ſentenc'd | 
to Death. DonnaBERIiNTHIA, who ha 
ſat all the Time of his Tryat in: a Chair near the . 
Bar, and with the greateſt Anxiety of Mind ima - "2 
inable had liſtned to all that-paſs'd; no ſooner | 
ard the fatal Doom, than unable to contain herfelf, "oY 
| ſhe cry'd out with a great Shriek; Oh my 
Son! My Son! My dear unhappy 
Son! and fe:l that Moment : motionlefs at the 
Judges Feet — So ſtrange an Accident and 
Diſcovery gave a prodigious Alarm to all that 
were in preſenee; and as ſhe was a Lady whoſe - 
exemplary Piety, Goodneſs and Wiſdom, as well 
as the Function ſhe bore, rendred her univerſall 
beloved and teſpected, every body was at ea 
who ſhou'd be moſt aſſiduous in offering her 
Relief. Their Endeayours brought her in a 
| . ſhort time to herſelß, but the firſt thing ſhe did 
| when ſhe open'd her Eyes, was to throw em 
6: - wildly round the place in ſearch of Fexnando,;, 
; who fronuthe Time of her Exclamation had ſtood 
3 like one bereft of Senſe, ſo great was his Amaze. - 
| ment at what he ſaw and heard. Aſſoom as ſhe - 
perceiv'd him, Oh let me fly to him, faid ſhe, let 


> me take a laſt Embrace let me in Tears and 
F Bleſſings now pour out all the Mother on him 
; A Mother never till now confeſs'd, and now too 
£ late A Flood of Grief here intercepted the - 
Paſſage of her Words, ſhe. cau'd no more; and © © 
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as he had recollected himſelf enough to know 
What was his Duty, and had thrown himſelf on 
his Knees, ſhe fainted away a ſecond time, nor 
cou'd all their Endeayours for a 2 While reco- 
ver her but when they 5 reſiſting the 
violence ot her Affliction as much as poſſible, and 


turning to the Judges, Pardon, my Lords, ſaid ſhe, 


my Woman's Weakneſs I ſooner, or not 
at all, ſhou'd have reveal'd this Secret; and if a 
Mother's Love cou'd not youu her only Son to go 
to Death unknowing of her Grief, it ought not 
have been this Auguſt Aſſembly my Complaints 
ſhou'd have diſturd'd hut ſince the long- 
hid Truth, in Spite of me, has forc'd itſelf thro? 
all the Bars Reſerve and Prudence laid, permit me, 
as you know the Conſequence, to acquaint you 


5 with the Beginnings of a Secret, yet only known 


to Heaven. Her Behaviour, and the Diſcovery ſhe 
had made, had occaſion'd ſo general a Conſterna- 
tion, that there was ſcarcely one in preſence, 
who would not have given almoſt any thing to 
have had the Myſtery unfolded ; and thoſe whoſe 
Priviledge it was to ſpeak, telling her, that next 
to the — it in their Power to remove the 
Cauſe of her Affliction, nothing cou'd afford them 
ſo much ſatisfaction as the hearing an Adventure 


which could not but be very remarkable, and 


which happened to a Lady for whom all the World 
had ſo high a regard The diſconſolate 
BEKINTHIA Was not in a Condition to return 
the obliging things they ſaid to her any otherwiſe 
than with a+ Bow; but after | having/paus'd a lit- 
tle, as tho” to call to mind the Particulars ſhe 
Was going to relate, began the Account ſhe had 


. 
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The Story of BERINTHIA, 


T wou'd be needleſs to inform you that I was 
I the only Daughter of the Marquiſs D'Ayr A; 
I believe there are none here ignorant of m 
Birth, or the t Poſſeſſions I was left Mitres, 
of by the Deat of that Grandee Therefore 
ſhall paſs over thoſe Days of Tranquillity, and be- 
in at the Riſe of my Misfortunes. My Father 
ometime before he dy'd had commenc'd a more 
than ordinary Friendſhip for Don Fxancisco in- 
ſomuch, that by his Will he was made ſole Guar- 
dian of me and my Fortune lt was not 
more than a Week after the Funeral Obſequies 
were over, before I found 1Thou'd have Reaſon to 
lament his Choice. Fx AN CIS o had a Son whom 
his Avarice and Ambition aini'd to make the 


' Maſter of the Marquiſs's Eſtate,” He propos'd the 


matter to me in a manner which let me fee he 
expected I wou'd conſent. I know not whether 


* . 


Diſdain or Anger had the greateſt are in my 


Thoughts, while 1 was oblig'd to liſten to what 
he ald ; but when I found he had done ſpeaking, 
I anfwer'd him in Terms, which ſufficiently ex- 
reſs'd how much of both I conceiv'd for his 
ſigns He had the Artifice, however, to 
conceal his Diſcontent at my Refuſal, and endea- 
your'd to ſoften my Reſentment, by telling me 
nothing could have prevail'd on him to have been 
uilry of fo much Preſumption, but to fave rhe 
Life of a darling Son, who was poſleſs'd of too 
violent a Paſlion for me, to ſuffer him to liye, if 
| I 
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I refus'd to encourage it. . The Flatteries he made 
ule of, were as odious as the Aſſurance with 


which he at firſt declared his Iatentions; but 
to put an end to both, I told him, I thougbt it 
was yet too early for me to think of Love; but 


that in a proper time I wou'd conſider on. what 
he had ſaid: I was indeed by this time a little 
vex'd that 1 had ſeem'd to reſent fo far the Indig- 
nity with which. 1 thought myſelf treated, a 
thinking it my ſafeſt way to get the Power 


Father had entruſted him with, out of his hands, 


before 1 let him know my real Sentiments, diſ- 
miſs'd him with a greater ſhow of Civility than 
he deſerv'd, or than | cou'd, without doing a Vio- 


lence to myſelf, aſſume. But a ſtrange turn of 


Fortune imm<diately happening, the Complaiſance 
I had before diſſembled, I was oblig'd to make 
uſe of in reality Dow PARKANELLo, the 
Succeſſor of my Father in his Title, enterd a Claim 
in the High Court of Judicature for the Eſtate 
alſo FRANC1$sCo had been bred to the Law, was 
one of the moſt Cunning that ever ptactis'd it, 
and, beſides, was the beſt acquainted with the 


Truth of our Affairs of any b * 2 It was on him . 


therefore I cou'd alone rely; it was bim in 
whom I was forc'd: to confide, | and to depend. 
The Suit was long, and made ſo great a Noiſe, 
that doubtleſs it has reach d your Ears; the Succeſs 
indeed was mine, but I was frequently in all 
Appearancesſo near loſing it, and ſo much diſtreſt 
by that means, (which as I bave ſince heard was 
urpoſely contriv'd by Fxa/nc1sco to work me to 
his Deſigns) that in the midſt of my Trouble he 
extorted from me a Promiſe in, Writing, to mar- 
his Son, in caſe he ſhou'd ſecure my Patrimony. 

„ Alas! before the Cauſe being determin'd in 
my favour cou d encourage bim to demand the 
Performance of the Conuact, Fate threw a Bao 


VP. 
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to diſappoint his Hopes, greater than that my for- 
mer Hake had 5 AL th RT O 
being lately return'd from his Travels, was broughe 
by his Father (there having been.a long Intimacy 
between our Families) to viſit me: Whatever En- 
deavours I had been making to enable me to ow 
my Word with 'Fxanc1sco were nowrender' 

of no Effet; I lovid Atvyario from the: firſt 
moment I beheld him, and have had many reaſons 
ſince to believe I made the ſame Impreſſion on 
him — - both felt a Paſſion too violent for 
Conſtraint, we lov'd, and we confelſs'd it to each 
other, bur conceal'd it from the reſt of the World. 
He thought it not * to acquaint his Father 
with his Sentiments of me, till he ſaw how my 
Affairs would go, fearing that, tho“ he had 4 
great Eſteem for me, he wou'd not be farisfied his 
Son ſhou'd marry a Woman who, *twas probable, 
might have no other Fortune than her intrinſick 
Worth it was for this reafon our Amour 
was kept a ſecret till after the Decree, and when it 
was paſt, my Engagements to FRA N C198 co deterr'd 
me from revealing it. I very well knew the Ad. 
vantages he wou'd have over me, if I attempted to 
break thro' a Contract, ſo ſolemn and fo ſecure as 
that he had exacted from me it was with the moſt 
ardent and tender Sollicitations that AL VARIO. 
was continually importuning me; either to run the 
Riſque of all that Villain cou'd alledge againſt me, 
or to permit him to ſet me free, by driving from 
the World that Extorter of my Faith : but to nei- 
ther of theſe cou'd I ever be brought to conſent; 
I lov'd him with a Regard too'fincere and diſiute- 
reſted to ſuffer himto bePartaker of my Misfortunes; 
and contenting myſelt for the preſent with the Happi- 
neſs of daily ſeeing the Man who was ſo dear.to 
me, leſt the compleating my future Felicity to 
Fate, ſtill hoping that ſome- lucky Revolution 


wou'd * 
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 wou'd happen to make me Miſtreſs of myſelſ 

But in this Time of mutual Tenderneſs, I =* 

on him as my Husband, being the only Man 
reſolv d ſhou'd ever be ſo, there pas d between 
us what nothing but the extreme Extrayagance of 
my Grief cou'd have oblig'd me to reveal 
But there, continued ſhe, pointing to FERNANDO 


© there ſtands the unhappy Product of his Mother's 
too great Affection and unreſiſting Tenderneſs! 
5 $4 A ME here; at what She had confeſs d, was near 


depriving her of her Speech; ſhe ſtopp'd for ſome 
— unable to _— but 3 the 
whole Aſſembly had their Eyes fix'd on EBR- 
N AN Do, and as ſhe thought with a ter ſhow 
ot Softneſs and Concern than they had done before 
it, encourag'd her to reſume her Story, which ſhe 
did in theſe. Words. Meet | 
Tax Care which At:varto took, faid ſhe, in 
concealing. my Misfortune from the World, and 
at the ſame time, under a borrow d Name, expreſ- 
fing the moſt tender Indulgence to the Child, was 
ſome Alleviation of my Sorrows; nor did I doubt 
but he wou'd gladly _ my Honour, by pub- 
hckly Marrying me aſſoon as L had got rid of 
my Engagement with F&ANC1isc0o but that, alas! 
was an Impoſſibility, and all the Offers I made 
him to releaſe me, were in vain; at laſt, tir'd with 
2 fruitleſs Hope, and unwilling to be the hindrance 
of ALvARTO's Fortune, he being at that Time 
beloy'd by a Lady of Quality and Beauty, I retir'd 
myſelf from the World, and gave my free Conſent 
that he ſhould. Marry, which he ſoon after did the 
Lovely and Vertuous MaRIANA, by whom he 
» had FEL1sIN,D4, Thus you ſee my Reaſons for 
entring into a; Life, which I now find ſo much 
Pleaſure in, that methinks I wonder all my Sex 
are not Monaſticks, or how they can be ſo far 
infatuated, as to prefer the bitter Sweets and 1 
| | es 
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bles of a noiſy World, to that happy Trau- 

illity a Cloyſter afford And thus, in 
&s Confeſſion . of my Foible, are two Things 
unravell'd, which I'am-ſatisfied have hitherto feem'd 


Riddles, the one why Ax v a= 10, neglecting thoſe 


who ſeem'd the neareſt in Blood, left fo much 


_ of his Eſtate to one beliey'd a e to his 


Name; and the other, why both that Gentleman 
and Myſelf fo ſtrenuouſly oppos'd the Marriage of 
FERNANDO and FEEISIND A. If this Diſco- 
very may have the Effect it ought, to make thoſe 
Relations of AL VARIO, who thought themſelves 
wrong'd in his Teſtament, leſs diſcontented than 
they have been, and to prevail on FE&NAND®@ 
to convert the Paſſion he long has had for FETT 


nN DA, into that ſort of Love, which a Brother 


may be allow'd to have for a Siſter, 1 ſhall not 
repent that I have made it: and above all, 
it that unhappy Youth, now knowing it altogerber 
n to gratiſie his Deſires by Marrying nur 
with FEELISINDA, will diſcover where AL Au- 
THA is, and make himſelf her Husband, I ſhall 
return contented to my Cell, and have no more 
to do with Care or Fear. cine 
HEA E the afflited Lady finiſh'd her little Nar- 
rative; and the Compliments ſhe receiy'd on her 
erous Manner of proceeding, were ſuitable to 
2 neral Eſteem her Behaviour had acquir'd ; 
but ſhe was little in a Condition of anlweri 
them; her Concern for her Son o'erwhelm'd a 
other Regards; and. aſſoon as ſhe had done ſpeak- 
ing, ſhe turn'd to him, and by her Looks and Ge- 
ſtures ſufficiently demonſtrated how dear he was 
to her, and the Anguiſh of her Mind fo# what 
ſhe expected him to ſuffer. The Judges en 
commiſerating ber Condition, after a few W 
of Conſultation among themſelves, told her, that 
in reſpect to the Agonies they ſaw her in, = 
ks "ou" 


* 


* 


48 The Forceof NatuUrE: 


wou'd delay the Execution of the Sentence on 
FERNAND0O, that he ſhou'd have a whole Month 
to conſider what to do; but if in that Time AA N- 
THA were not found, he muſt not depend on 
hope of future Mercy. They cou'd not hinder 
the tranſported Mother from falling on her Knees, 


to thank em for this unlook'd-for Reprieve; but 


-FERNANDO ſeem'd little moy'd at it; and the 
Court was juſt going to break up, when a confus'd 
Noiſe was heard at the Door, and preſently after 
they ſaw ALAN TRA, led by Carlos, enter, 
r up to the place where they were ſitting 
with a Haſt which demonſtrated their Impatience 
to be heard; which aſſoen as they were near 
enough, See here, moſt Righteous Judges! cry'd 


CanrLlos, tbe Cauſe of the Debate before your | 


FERNANDO is Innocent, ALAN THA only is to 
blame, and comes repentant to confeſs her Fault, 
and clear the injur d Priſoner. At theſe Words all 
the Aſſembly, as much now prejudic'd in Favour of 
FERNANDO as before they were the contrary, 
ye a great Shout z but the Judges commanding 
nce ſhou'd be reps reſum d their Seats, till that 
Gentleman recited all the Particulars of A T ANT HA's 
Flight, as he had receiv'd it from her own Mouth, 
what had happen'd to her ſince his meeting 

ber with CLEowasin the Deſart, the Fatigue 
that both of em had endur'd in the Search of FERA- 
x AN Do, adding that it was only an Indiſpoſition 
of AtanTHa's which had prevented their re- 
turn to Valladolid much ſooner, and conſequently 
ſav'd. them the trouble of this Tryal; and FE A- 


= 
. 


x AN Do, the n he had been in, for 


an Aceuſation which was altogether groundleſs. 
Ar AN THA ſpoke not, nor was it neceſſary ſhe 
ſnou'd, her Preſence and her Bluſhes ſufficiently 
confe(s'd the Truth of what he ſaid What 
vere now the Raptures of the o erjoy'd Bs z i n= 
nö, 


THIA! 


he. tl 


"TH1A! She ran to the generous CARLOS, em- 
brac'd him with an Eagerneſs like that with which 
tranſported Lovers meet; then turning to AK AN. 
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THA, I cannot chide you now, ſaid ſhe, tho“ 
your Offence has coſt me many Tears, your Pre- 
ſence now o'erpays em all . but let us haſt, 
cry'd ſhe, to make the mournful FEIISIX DA 
Partaker of our Joy; ſhe now may unoppos'd 
converſe with FERNAanDoO: In ſpeaking this, ſhe 


took CarLos by the Hand, in order to lead him 


to the Monaſtery ; but that paring Lover had re- 
ceiv'd too great ſhock by her laſt Words, to be wil- 
ling to accompany her: He thought he had done all 
that his Honour requir'd, and cou'd not impoſe 
fo ſevere a Task on himſelf,as to be witneſs of aHa 


pineſs which he imagin'd fo prejudicial to himſelf, 
and modeſtly begging leave to withdraw, put 


BEKINTHIAin mind of what ſhe had been told 
concerning his noble Paſſion for FeLisInDa, 


and made her eaſily gueſs he had miſtook her 


meaning; but reſolving to compleat the Felicity of 
'em all, if poſſible, told him he had nothing now 
to fear from the Rivalſhip of FExnanDo, and 
that ſhe doubted not but the Viſit ſnhe engag'd him 
in, wou'd be to his Satisfaction. Tho' he was far 
from comprehending what ſhe meant, yet he con- 

ſented to go with her, FexnNawDo and Alan. 
THA follow'd, and when they came to the Mo- 
naſtery where FELISINDA walted with impati- 


- ence BEKINTHI1A's Return and the Courts Reſult, 


the whole Affair was recounted before her. To 
endeayour to deſeribe the Joy which Carxros 
and ALANTHA felt at Diſcovery ſo fayourable to 
their Inclinations, wou'd be but vain: FER NanDO 
and FELI1SIN D, who cou'd not preſently faſhion 
themſelves to forget the Paſſion they had regard- 
ed each other wm were the only Perſons who. 
had any remains of Perplexity ; but that Lady juſtly 


weighing 
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© "weighing the Merits of Caxrtos, his conſtant 
Affection, his Generoſity, and the Sufferings he 
had endur'd for her, conſented, by the — 
f BEKINTHIA, to make him Reparationen 
give herſelf as a Reward of his Fidelity: FE A- 
1 | Nando following her Example, did the ſame by 

ALAN THA. And thus happily ended an Affair, 


g '- Which at firſt promis'd only a laſting Series of 
1 Misfortunes. | N. G6 | 


„ « 
F . 
- 
. 
. * 
. At ef — 
N — * 
4 : | ” 
amp * 
* * 1 q " 
1 o 
— * 
. 
al * : 
1 -_ 
1 . 
* 
4 
, 
* 
3. 
4 
4 
3 
B - 
| 10-:JU 6 
| | 42 . 
— - ö = 5 . 
KS. >. l 
* 43 a 


A 


